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From the 4-H Desk... 
 Spring is finally here! It’s one of the busiest times of the 
year on the farm as babies are born, planning farm events, public 
presentations, 4-H events and so much more! Congratulations to 
everyone that presented at the club level and also at county! It was 
wonderful seeing everyone’s presentations about their interests, 
passions, hobbies and more.  
 It’s a great time to come down to the farm for a visit with 
all our animals. Baby Animal Weekend is coming up on May 4th & 
5th! If you and your club would like to come to the event to set up a 
table, please contact me as soon as possible. Clubs can do crafts, 
games, activities and more! 
 As always, if anyone has questions 
about anything or needs assistance with 
something, please reach out to me at 
nf76@cornell.edu. I will get back to you as 
soon as I am able to. 

   
Happy Spring! 
 

  - Nicole 
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Historic Hay Barn at the Suffolk County Farm 



NYS 4-H’er wins Youth In Action STEM Award 
Congratulations to New York State 4-H’er Clyde Van Dyke! Clyde was honored at the 4-H Legacy Awards as the National 4-H 

Youth In Action award winner. He will receive an additional $5,000 scholarship (for a $10,000 total award) and will serve as 

an ambassador for 4-H at events throughout the country for the next year, while he attends college at SUNY Delhi in pursuit 

of a degree in Digital Forensics.  

Along with Clyde (STEM winner), three other youth were honored for their work in individual pillars. Addy Battel (Michigan) 

for Agriculture, Mason McClintock (Georgia) for Civic Engagement, and Elizabeth Watkins (California) for Healthy Living.  

 The 10th Annual Legacy Awards event also hon-

ored four alumni with the Distinguished Alumni 

Award: Honorable Cathy McMorris Rodgers, 

two-time Triple Crown race horse trainer Bob 

Baffert, United States Air Force Colonel Ericka 

Flanigan, and IndyCar Series driver Charlie Kim-

ball. 

The event raised more than $1.1 million dollars 

for 4-H programming across the nation.       

Congratulations to all the winners! 

Tractor Supply Paper Clover Campaign 
Each Spring and Fall, Tractor Supply Company helps raise money for 4-H with the 

Paper Clover Campaign, a national fundraiser that benefits 4-H programming. This 

spring, the campaign will kick off on March 27th and run until April 7th. Donations 

can be made online and in store at checkout during the event. Tractorsupply.com 

This Spring, we’d like to invite you to join us at our local Tractor Supply to help 

raise money and promote 4-H! We’re looking for participants to join us on March 

31st and/or April 7th at the Medford store location from 10am-2pm. Clubs can 

bring crafts and/or activities to do with store visitors, have a bake sale, bring in 4-

H projects and more! This is not a full day event and you can participate for a cou-

ple of hours. We’ll be offering partial or full scholarships to attend Career Explora-

tions this June. Contact Nicole if you’d like to participate with your club or have 

any questions. 

Purple Up Day 
New York State is celebrating Purple Up Day on April 26, 2019.  The Secretary of Defense in 1986 designated each April as “The 

Month of the Military Child”.  The month’s purpose is to recognize the contribution that the military child makes as their par-

ent or parents serve our nation. Purple is the color that symbolizes all branches of the military, as it is a combination of Army 

green, Marine & Coast Guard red, and Air Force & Navy blue.  The lives of military youth are filled with unique challenges such 

as parental deployments, long training exercise and reintegration, alongside frequent 

moves.    

We invite you to join us in showing support and thanks to military youth for their strength 

and sacrifices by wearing purple this April. Jefferson County will be holding a competition to 

see which county has the most “Purple Spirit”. To enter, upload your photos to Facebook or 

Instagram using the hashtags #4HPurpleUp AND #CCEJefferson as well as #CCESuffolk4H. 

Please have submissions uploaded by the end of the day on April 26, 2019. We hope you will 

join us to celebrate Purple Up Day on April 26, 2019!  

https://www.tractorsupply.com/


Capital Days 2019  
 4-H Capital Days is a NYSACCE4-HE (New York State Association of Cornell Cooperative Extensions 4-H Educators) sponsored 

event that gives youth an opportunity to meet and interact with legislators and tell their 4-H story. 4-H Capital Days creates 

awareness of career opportunities in New York State government, better understand state government, and network with dele-

gates from other counties.  Capital Days this year will take place May 19th-21st.  

The objectives of the 4-H Capital Days program are:   

 To achieve a better understanding of the New York State policy 
process.  

 To gain a better understanding of state and local government 
connections.   

 To provide delegates the opportunity to meet with legislators 
and tell their 4-H stories.  

 To create an awareness of career opportunities within the New 
York State Government and Public Service.   

 To meet and exchange experiences with delegates from other 
counties. 

For more information and/or to register, please contact Nicole (nf76@cornell.edu) and/or Vicki (vjf4@cornell.edu). 

NYS 4-H STEM Camp 
4-H aims to grow the next generation of inventors, entrepreneurs and problem-solvers by giving youth plenty of opportunities to 

try their hands at real world science. 4-H Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) projects give families science enrich-

ment opportunities and connects kids to Cornell’s science 

outreach programs. STEM camp has seven courses to choose 

from. Each camper chooses one course to learn about for the 

weekend. You may choose from Archery Dynamics, Backyard 

Engineering, Code Explorers, Microorganisms, Rocketry I or II, 

and Outdoor Survival. Class sizes are limited and will be filled 

on a first-come, first-serve basis.            

STEM Camp will take place June 14th—June 16th. Youth ages 

10 and older are welcome to register and do not need to be a 

4-Her to attend. Contact Nicole or Vicki for registration.  

2019 Career Explorations 
For over 90 years, the New York State 4-H Office has hosted the annual Career Explorations Conference on the Cornell Campus. 

Nearly 500 4-H youth and chaperones attend the action-packed, three-day event to immerse themselves in exploring their future 

education, career opportunities, and to experience Cornell University and campus life! Cornell faculty and graduate students con-

duct engaged-learning workshops in two age-specific tracks:  

1)    Focus for Teens programs for youth entering grades 10-12 

2)    University U programs for youth entering grades 8-9 

Over 20 programs are offered to help youth understand what 

a particular career field entails, what type of education they 

would need to pursue, and to learn from the experiences of 

the Program Facilitators. Registration begins April 1st and clos-

es June 1st. Contact Nicole for any questions or to receive a 

registration form. 

https://ccedelaware.org/4h/stem-camp/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/58e51ba6db29d619dcb73826/t/5c914b0353450a91e7a5de6e/1553025796791/CareerEx2019+Program+Facts+final.pdf


Club Shout-outs!  

The first session of 4-H Dog Club has 

concluded and was quite the hit! The 

Suffolk County Barksters completed the 

Canine Good Citizen (CGC) program 

which is provided by the American Ken-

nel Club. Throughout the ten week ses-

sion participants learned responsible 

pet ownership and dogs learned basic 

manners as well as fun tricks. April 8th 

begins our next session which will in-

clude farm dog training! The Suffolk 

County Barksters look forward to con-

tinuing their training with their dogs 

and learning new things. If you’re inter-

ested in joining, contact Nicole for more 

information. 

The Barksters 

States’ 4-H International Exchange Programs  
New York State 4-H has a long standing relationship with States ’ 4-H Inter-
national Exchange. Currently the program is overseen by the State 4 -H 
Office. The State 4-H office works with counties to recruit and screen fami-
lies to host a Japanese delegate for a period of 4 weeks during the summer, 
usually from Mid July thru Mid August. Every year New York requests a cer-
tain number of delegates to host and works to find Host families for those 
delegates within the 4-H population. Families may participate in any num-
ber of 4-H programs at any level to be eligible to host a delegate. Delegates 
range in age from 12-18 (most are 12-14) and do not speak much English. 

Traveling and staying with an American family is about the full immersion of the delegate into American Culture. 
Therefore, the Host family must have a child of the same age and gender as the arriving delegate.  

Delegates fly into Syracuse, NY (July 21 st-25th) and participate in an Arrival Event 
and Orientation and are picked up by their Hosting Family in Syracuse. Delegates 
then stay with their families for the full 4 weeks and are a part of the family, 
participating in whatever activities the family has planned during the time of 
their stay. Delegates are honorary 4-H members and can participate in Fairs and 
other 4-H events and activities while here (with the exception of fire arms/
shooting sports activities). At the conclusion of their stay delegates are trans-
ported, by their host family, back to Syracuse for a farewell event and de-
briefing, after which they will fly out of Syracuse and head back to Japan (August 
18th-22nd). 

For more information and/or to register to become a host family, check out the 
NYS 4-H webpage link: https://nys4-h.org/international-exchange  

Interested in participating 
in 4-H International      

Exchange and hosting a 
Japanese delegate? 

https://nys4-h.org/international-exchange


350 Yaphank Avenue 
Yaphank, NY 11980 

(631) 852-4600 
 
The Suffolk County Farm & Edu-
cation Center is open every day 
from 9:00am — 3:00pm and ad-
mission is FREE! Check out cce-
suffolk.org/suffolk-county-farm 
for all future events and pro-
grams. Some programs require 
preregistration;  
suffolkcounty-
farm.campbrainregistration.com/  

Down on the Farm 

Upcoming Events  

 Raising Backyard Chickens April 13th, 11am—3pm  

 Thinking about raising chickens? Come learn at our FREE event. Visit 

with our chickens, sign up for chick/hen purchases, speak with knowlegable 

educators and more. Lecture presentations at 11am & 1pm. No preregistration 

required but seats are limited in lectures. Come in early! 

 Egg-Stravaganza April 19th, 10:30am—2:30pm  

 $5 per person ages 3 and over. Admission includes wagon rides, chick 

interactions, photos with rabbits, and an egg-speriment station. Additional fees 

include Barnyard Bites Café, basket raffles, and animal feed. All proceeds help 

fund the Colorado-New York 4-H Exchange. 

 Earth Day April 20th, 10am—3pm  

 Come and celebrate Earth Day with your farm friends! Learn about 

recycling, reusing, composting and what we can do to help keep our earth clean 

with our 4-H volunteers. $5 per person ages 3 and older. Includes wagon rides, 

crafts and activities! 4-H Leadership Club will be selling food, snacks and drinks. 

  Baby Animal Weekend May 4th & 5th, 10am—4pm 

 Come spend a day or two with our chicks, piglets, lambs, goat kids and 

calves! $8 per person, admission includes parking, unlimited wagon rides, visits 

with our baby animals, hands-on activities for kids. Live music from “The New 

Students” and “Johnny Cuomo Family Band”. Food trucks in attendance will be 

Eat Me Drink Me, Rolling Smoke BBQ, Chiddy’s Cheesesteaks, All American 

Wontons and more! Pony rides and sand art are additional fees. 

Boo loves our new chicken game for Baby Animal 

Weekend! 

http://ccesuffolk.org/suffolk-county-farm
http://ccesuffolk.org/suffolk-county-farm
https://suffolkcountyfarm.campbrainregistration.com/
https://suffolkcountyfarm.campbrainregistration.com/

