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THROUGH THE HEDGEROW: 

HORTUS ARBORETUM & BOTANICAL GARDENS 
 

By Sue Grumet, Master Gardener Volunteer 
 

When my children were very young, we would love to read books by Dr. Seuss together.  And 
while most of them were delightful, The Cat in the Hat always gave me the creeps.  Even 
though my babies were barely out of diapers, I knew that down the road there would be plenty 
of “cats” out there encouraging them to “have some fun while mother was away”.  I vowed to 
myself that my maternal directive would be to create in them consciences personified by the pet 
goldfish in the story, who, lifting himself out of his bowl by his fins, would indignantly bellow right 
from wrong.  (Any coincidence that the stripes on the cat’s hat resemble clothes worn in a 
penitentiary?  Hmmm…) 
 
But Dr. Seuss redeemed himself in my book when he wrote The Lorax.  Now here was a 
character I could weave moral truths around to my children.  Standing about two feet tall with a 
Sam Elliot mustache, the Lorax would perch on the stump of a recently axed Truffula tree and 

rail against clear-cutting.  Here was a guy that embraced environmental 
issues before “global warming” was even a byword, and taught children 
everywhere to stand up for defenseless beings that couldn’t speak for 
themselves.  His mandate was clear: “I am the Lorax, and I speak for 
the trees”.  
 
So, imagine my delight when our group met Scott Serrano and Allyson 
Levy, the husband-and-wife design team of Hortus Arboretum and 
Botanical Gardens in Stone Ridge, New York.  Real-life Loraxes!  And 
not only do they speak for the trees, their Arboretum also communicates 
by helping to enlighten the public about why trees are so essential to our 
environment. 
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The Arboretum was started by Allyson and Scott in 2001 when they began designing gardens 
around their newly-purchased Stone Ridge acreage.  Their interests at that time revolved 
around native trees, shrubs, perennials and unusual edibles.  Their goal for the property was to 
one day make it into a public garden and educational experience, or “Living Textbook”, as they 
call it, for the variety of plant life that can be grown in the Hudson Valley. 
 
When the couple began work on the Arboretum, it was labor-intensive.  First order of business 
was to clear the weed trees, brambles, and vines that had taken residence around their house. 
Not wanting to use heavy equipment to remove the stumps and damage the soil’s infrastructure, 
they opted to let the bases and roots disintegrate slowly in place. It is for this sound practice that 
you will find specimen trees in the Arboretum located among the short stumps of the weed 
trees.  Another challenge for Allyson and Scott was that the topsoil on this mountaintop was 
only about four inches deep with rocks and ledge directly below.  This has been remedied 
slowly over the years with the addition of compost and amendments to the soil, allowing the 
Arboretum’s resident trees to prosper. Scott also employs a technique that produces what he 
calls “disproportionately healthy” trees.  He has found that by intensely pruning the branches of 
young trees, their root systems are encouraged to grow unduly strong for future development. 
They have also had great results with planting newly set trees on a slightly elevated and 
amended mound above the soil-line. This technique allows for good drainage and deeper soil, 
giving the trees a healthy start as they slowly adapt to the surrounding terrain.  
 
Allyson and Scott are an enthusiastic and knowledgeable team, and what makes the Arboretum 
so 

remarkable is they have not only planted all of the specimens to be found here, but are also the 
sole caretakers of this carefully curated collection.  The Hortus Arboretum has developed into a 
mission for them, expanding from three acres into eleven as their horticultural focus has grown.  
Perhaps their career directive can be attributed to the fact that while living in San Francisco, 
their home adjoined a public botanical garden.  Having grown used to having such an incredible 
“backyard”, it would seem only natural to set up a facsimile in New York as well.  They admit 
that most of their horticultural knowledge has been gleaned through extensive book-learning 
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tempered by hands-on experience.  As Scott jokingly elaborated, their gardening morphed from 
an interesting hobby into an obsession, which then became a full-blown unhealthy occupation.  
Whatever the trajectory, the Hudson Valley is all the richer for it. 
 
The Hortus Arboretum and Botanical Gardens are laid out in sections of plant collections:  
 

The Property Garden is sited near the house and contains a 
Hydrangea, Calycanthus, and Stewartia collection.  In a sunny 
patch near the center is a perennial wildflower garden, where 
visiting hummingbirds and pollinators were mobbing the red 
Monarda (Bee balm) and Pycnanthemum (Mountain mint) found 
in abundance here.  This garden connects to the Woodland 
Garden through a mulched pathway that runs through and unites 
all three gardens.  
 
The Woodland Garden features another collection of 
Hydrangeas, many of them unusual and rare, that are located on 
either side of a wooded pathway that leads to the Field Garden. 
Their blooms were just starting to emerge at the time of our visit, 
and served to brighten up the dappled shade of the forest floor.  
This corridor serves as a refreshing “intermezzo” before entering 
the content-rich Field Garden.   
 
The Field Garden is where you will find rare varieties of plants, 
trees, and ecosystems. One of the most impressive trees to be 

seen here, (for our group) was the Paw-paw (Carica papaya) tree.  This fruit tree is seldom seen 
in the Northeast, and we were all rightfully intrigued.  Allyson and Scott explained how this tree’s 
scarcity and expense is due to the long time it takes to reach a 
commercially viable size.  Curiously, the Paw-paw prefers a 
shaded spot when young; once reaching maturity, it requires full 
sun to produce a good harvest.  Many on our tour had never 
tasted a Paw-paw, but have heard stories of its delicious “banana 
pudding mixed with peach” flavor.  And not only does it produce a 
tasty fruit, but its bark and leaves are ornamental as well. 
 

The Field Garden is home to many other horticultural novelties.  
Highlights in this garden include a lily pond, a pitcher plant bog, a grape 
arbor, a hardy cactus bed, as well as rare persimmon and medlar 

(Mespilus germanica) trees.  As many of us had noticed, some of the 

flora found in the Arboretum are straddling the optimal hardiness zones 
for this area. Allyson and Scott confessed that they sometimes stretch 
the zone requirements, since climate change has contributed to warmer 
weather patterns in the Hudson Valley. Matilija poppy (Romneya 
coulteri) is one example. A sign in the 
garden explains that it is the largest wild 

flower in California and the only shrub in the poppy family. In its 
native range in Southern California, this plant gets up to eight feet 
tall and spreads like a weed. Known commonly as “Fried Egg” plant 
the plant behaves here like an herbaceous perennial and dies back 
to the ground each year. They protect the plant by covering it with 
large buckets and heavy mulch during the winter.   
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South Garden:  
This large garden (named in honor of Thomas Jefferson) is also content-rich and contains many 
horticultural rarities. Here trees and shrubs are placed according to two geographical regions: 
The “American Collection” and the “Chinese Explorer Garden”.  Allyson and Scott are especially 
proud of the hybrid Chestnut trees they have nurtured in the American Collection, all of them 
descendants of the Dunstan Chestnut. Sadly, the Chestnut tree was virtually wiped-out by the 
Chestnut Blight that descended on the Northeast around 1904.  In the hopes of bringing this 
beautiful tree back, the American Chestnut Society developed the Dunstan Chestnut as a 
hybrid.  This tree contains 25% of the blight-resistant Chinese Chestnut’s genetics mixed with 
75% of the American.  The hope is that eventually these amazing trees, which once comprised 

25% of all northeastern hardwoods, will once again grow and 
prosper in our area.  So far, the Hortus Arboretum’s Dunstan 
Chestnuts, which are sixteen years old, have been thriving and 
producing a decent crop of nuts for Allyson and Scott.  Scott 
reports, however, that in order to outwit the squirrels, (who 
would eat the entire crop) they found it necessary to harvest 
the chestnuts before they are ripe.  This poses no problem, 
since the nuts will ripen unmolested indoors, far away from the 
predatory squirrels. 
 
The South Garden also contains many other edibles, such as 
the pine-nut tree, the hazelnut, the Osage orange tree, the 
wineberry, the Chinese mulberry, and the Himalayan 
persimmon.  You will also find a collection of plum, prunus, 
and quince trees, as well as a kiwi dome and blueberry hutch.  
Needless to say, Allyson and Scott preserve and can much of 
their produce, and doubtless have a root cellar that would be 
the envy of any gardener. 
 

Future plans for the Arboretum include the construction of two thematic areas devoted to 
famous plant hunters John Bartram and Frank Kingdon Ward, as well the completion of a lotus 
pond. 
 
Hortus Arboretum and Botanical Gardens also sells some of their rare and unusual plants in 
limited quantities, hoping to spread the wealth and diversity to other interested gardeners.  They 
also run a series of workshops and classes, and are featured on the Garden Conservancy tours.  
Visit their website at hortusgardens.org for further information and upcoming events. 
 
Photos courtesy of Joyce Tomaselli  

 
HOORAY FOR THE DUTCHESS COUNTY FAIR 

 
It was mixed week of weather at the fair this year but that did 
not deter the gardeners who visited our “Ask a Master 
Gardener” booth in the Horticulture building and the Home 
Compost and Jumping Worm educational materials 
displayed on 4H hill. Master Gardener Volunteers talked with 
over 2000 folks who stopped to ask questions, share their 
experiences and learn about key topics.  

MG Volunteer Marge Arnold won a Best in Show for this arrangement! 
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Armed with our favorite fact sheets and books on perennials, shrubs, trees, vegetables and 
lawns, as well as their culture, pests and diseases, we were able to answer most questions 
asked. Aided with books on identification of insects, weeds, wildflower, trees and shrubs we 
provided names for many images and a few samples. When one MG didn’t know, another often 
could chime in with an answer. If we were stumped, we’d note the question and contact 

information for follow up back at the CCE office. Now 
and then hours after a question was posed, there would 
be a victorious “Ah-Ha!” as persistence triumphed or a 
memory returned.  
 
We mainly receive three types of questions. “What is 
this? What is wrong with this? What do I do about it?”  
Sometimes we are also asked “Should I be afraid of it?” 
and “Why don’t you know everything?” 
 

Identification is a matter of collecting enough key attributes to enable on-the-spot research. 
Photos help but not always. Smart phone apps and search capabilities help sometimes but 
often return too much information which can be imprecise. MGs staffing the booths use both 
their knowledge of plants, pests and diseases and also their research experience to provide 
accurate identification.  
 
Identification is key to proper diagnosis of problems. Pests and diseases are usually specific to 
a particular plant – those affecting maple trees will be different than those affecting tomatoes or 
cucumbers. Given a plant’s id, we can consider the usual pests and diseases of that plant and 
also possible abiotic causes such as drought or poor drainage. When a problem is correctly 
diagnosed, appropriate control measures can often be recommended. 
 
Materials on three pests of concern in our area generated much interest: spotted lanternfly 
(SLF), which may be moving into our area; Asian longhorned tick (ALT) which was found in our 
region in 2018; jumping worms which may have been here for years but are underreported. 
 
Spotted Lanternfly (Lycorma delicatula) is a plant hopper (not a fly) whose favorite host is Tree 
of Heaven (Ailanthus altissima).  It is an invasive pest from Asia which can harm agricultural 
crops and forests. They use their mouthparts to pierce the bark or stems of plants and suck out 
sap. This weakens the plants. As they feed, they excrete large amounts of sticky “honeydew” 
which coats everything around them and 
encourages the growth of sooty mold.  
 
SLF were discovered in 2014 in 
Pennsylvania where efforts are underway to 
eradicate them. A quarantine (counties 
shaded blue) has been established to 
prevent their movement but although the 
pest is a poor flyer, they are excellent 
hitchhikers on cars, trucks and people. Also 
they lay their eggs on hard objects like trees, 
wood, metal and stone. A few SLF have 
been found in New York (counties shaded 
yellow) but there is no evidence that the 
insects are established and reproducing.  
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It is important to know what this pest is, to report it if you see it and to stop its spread. Learn 
more about Spotted Lanternfly.  If you have been in the area of the quarantine use this checklist 
to check for egg masses, adults and nymphs on your vehicle and the other items listed. Also 
review the information on NYS IPM’s Have You spotted Lanternfly Poster.  
 
Asian longhorned ticks (Haemaphysalis longicornis) were reported for the first time in the United 
States in 2017 but by the end of 2018 had been found in several other states including New 
York on pets, livestock, wildlife and people. ALT are reported to prefer cattle and are found in 
pastures and meadows. In other countries they have been found to transmit diseases. Human 
pathogens have not so far been detected in the longhorned tick in the US. 
 
ALT joins the other ticks in our area which do transmit diseases, the Blacklegged (deer) tick, 
American Dog (wood) tick and the Lone Star tick. What is the best way to avoid a tick borne 
disease? Don’t Get Ticked! At the fair we reminded hundreds of people to how to avoid ticks 
and shared these posters to help them.   

1. Live in Tick Country? Do a Daily Tick Check! 
2. Habitats for the Three Most Common Ticks Found in New York 
3. Repellent Use—Repellents Help You Avoid Ticks 
4. Clothing Treatment—Permethrin Treated Clothing Can Kill Ticks 
5. Monitor for Ticks in Your Own Backyard 
6. Minimize Ticks in Your Yard 
7. Protect Your Pets from Ticks and the Diseases They Carry 
8. Prepare for Camp 

Read more at Don’t Get Ticked NY 
 
Jumping worms (Amynthas sp.) are an invasive pest found in Dutchess County that we learned 
about two years ago.  Unlike many worms which are usually considered beneficial to our soil, 
jumping worms cause harm. They are voracious feeders and can consume all the organic 
matter in the top few inches of soil where they are established. They replace the soil with their 
castings which are high pH (alkaline) and highly susceptible to erosion. Plants and wildlife are 
negatively affected.  
 
Jumping worms reproduce very quickly, with two or three generations a year. The adults are 
killed by our winter weather but their cocoons survive to -40F. Each adult can produce hundreds 
of cocoons, which can be spread in soil, mulch, potted plants, landscaping equipment and 
shoes.  
 
Research on these pests is a focus in some states around Lake Michigan but has not become a 
priority in New York. One reason may be that there is a lack of data how widespread they are 
and how quickly they are spreading. This year at the fair we talked with many local residents 
who think they have seen them and made them this offer:  
 
If you see what looks like cooked ground beef in the 
top few inches of your garden or lawn and if you 
push that aside and see worms which move quickly 
like snakes, take a photo of the soil and the worm 
and some object to show size such as a coin, pen 
or glove. Email jdt225@cornell.edu with the photo 
and your address and we will enter the discovery 
on NYiMapInvasives.com to help researchers and 
scientists understand where this pest is.   

https://ecommons.cornell.edu/bitstream/handle/1813/60603/spotted-lanternfly-NYSIPM.pdf
https://ecommons.cornell.edu/bitstream/handle/1813/60603/spotted-lanternfly-NYSIPM.pdf
https://nysipm.cornell.edu/sites/nysipm.cornell.edu/files/shared/documents/SLF%20checklist.pdf
https://nysipm.cornell.edu/sites/nysipm.cornell.edu/files/shared/images/SLF-18x24-poster.pdf
https://ecommons.cornell.edu/handle/1813/60250
https://ecommons.cornell.edu/handle/1813/57264
https://ecommons.cornell.edu/handle/1813/57265
https://ecommons.cornell.edu/handle/1813/57266
https://ecommons.cornell.edu/handle/1813/57259
https://ecommons.cornell.edu/handle/1813/57257
https://ecommons.cornell.edu/handle/1813/57262
https://ecommons.cornell.edu/handle/1813/57261
https://nysipm.cornell.edu/whats-bugging-you/ticks/
mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
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CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteers truly enjoy staffing our displays at the fair. Those who 
were in the Horticulture building also enjoyed watching visitors marvel at the displays from local 
landscapers. The theme this year, “Woodstock” was cleverly incorporated throughout.  A huge 
stone peace sign created by landscaper John Brady was so well balanced that a skinny long 
stick provided near the display could set it spinning. (Admittedly, this author enjoyed showing 
that off to many fair-goers.) Another display from landscaper Heather Whitefield, with a 
backdrop from the Woodstock festival, included musical notes which when sung (by a passing 
fair-goer) were the opening bars of the Star Spangled Banner. (Of course, we then pointed out 
that fun fact too.) It was a great week overall. We look forward to seeing you again next year!   
 

 

 
 

STOP. LOOK AROUND. 
Last week MG Volunteer Jane Starbala said “come look at this in the parking lot”. Spinning from 
an oak tree on silken thread were an inchworm and some other insect. We tried valiantly to 
photograph it as it spun and blew in the wind. Soon another 
curious MG joined, then another. Bobbing and dodging with a 
camera and several smartphones we finally obtained a clear 
photo. It looked like the insect was an early instar of a 
stinkbug. But what was it doing on a caterpillar? Stinkbugs are 
plant hoppers. Subsequent research discovered that it was a 
spined soldier bug nymph, which feed on caterpillars. The pair 
were dangling in the path of traffic so we gently detached the 
web with a stick with the intent of moving it elsewhere, but 
they dropped to the ground and went their separate ways.    

 
We lingered in the MG demonstration gardens a few minutes more and 

found several other interesting 
insects - From left, Praying Mantis 
on Joe Pye Weed, Green Bottle 
Fly on Zinnia, Carpenter Bee on 
Sedum, Glow Worm Larvae.    
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WEBSITES TO VISIT 

NYS IPM Spotted Lanternfly Web Page 
CCE Jumping Worm Fact Sheet 
NYS IPM Asian Longhorned Tick  
Spined Soldier Bug Fact Sheet  
Glow Worms Fact Sheet 
Cornell Beneficial Insects 
University of Maryland Praying Mantis 
 
 

ROOSEVELT HOME GARDEN 
 
Large home gardens were typical features of the diverse, self-
sustaining Hudson River estate farms. The Roosevelts' vegetable 
garden (called the Home Garden) was a central part of life for the 
family. The National Park Service is restoring the Roosevelt Home 
Garden and establishing a Victory Garden Education program for 
park visitors and youth around the country. Interested in gardening 
in small spaces? Volunteers have a created a small space 
gardening demonstration exhibit. If you’re interested in these 
gardens, contact Susan Macavery (susan_macavery@nps.gov).  

 
 

URBAN AND COMMUNITY FORESTRY  
ENGAGING COMMUNITIES THROUGH TREE STEWARDSHIP 

CCEDC is hosting an in-depth training program and outreach education for the Hudson Valley 
that will provide the green industry, municipalities, utility arborists and community volunteers 
with the necessary tools to maintain the health of trees in their communities and mitigate 
potential storm damage and loss of tree health due to invasive species. This comprehensive 35-
hour training program will cover all aspects of tree care and pest management. Course 

Instructors include Specialists from the Tree Care Industry, the USDA 
Forest Service, Cornell Cooperative Extension Faculty and Specialists, 
NYSDEC and UMass Faculty. Classes are scheduled from 8:30-3:30 
September 13, 19, 26 and October 11, 17, 2019 at the Farm & Home 
Center in Millbrook. Click here for schedule details. Register by 
contacting Nancy Halas nh26@cornell.edu  or 845-677-8223 Ext 115. 

Registration is required by September 10.  

 
CCEDC ARLINGTON CONTINUING EDUCATION CLASSES 

“FALL” IN LOVE WITH GARDENING ALL YEAR 
 
The arrival of autumn does not mean you need to stop gardening. Learn about great fall garden 
activities from CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteers. Four classes are offered. Each class is $15 
and is from 6:30 to 8:30 pm in classroom 1119 at Arlington High School, 1157 Route 55, 
Lagrangeville.  Register online  (Scroll down to see lists of classes) or call 845-486-4860 ext. 
32102. 
 

https://nysipm.cornell.edu/environment/invasive-species-exotic-pests/spotted-lanternfly/
http://ccetompkins.org/resources/jumping-worm-fact-sheet
https://nysipm.cornell.edu/environment/invasive-species-exotic-pests/asian-longhorned-tick/
http://entnemdept.ufl.edu/creatures/beneficial/podisus_maculiventris.htm
http://entnemdept.ufl.edu/creatures/misc/beetles/glow-worms.htm
http://idl.entomology.cornell.edu/wp-content/uploads/Beneficial-Insects.pdf
https://extension.umd.edu/hgic/topics/predators-praying-mantid-mantis
https://www.nps.gov/hofr/learn/historyculture/thehomegarden.htm
https://www.nps.gov/hofr/learn/historyculture/thehomegarden.htm
mailto:susan_macavery@nps.gov
https://s3.amazonaws.com/assets.cce.cornell.edu/attachments/39978/Brochure.pdf?1567611290
mailto:nh26@cornell.edu
https://arlingtonschools.revtrak.net/Continuing-Education


September 2019 Page 9 
 

Harvesting Microgreens 365 Days a Year 
Learn how to grow microgreens year-round indoors. Reap the rewards of nutritious produce 
from your kitchen counter for pennies a day, without fertilizers, soil amendments or pesticides. 
All you need is a sunny window, but we will also show you different options for indoor lighting. 
Course #4391   ▪   Wed 10/2 
 
Pests of Gardeners: Ticks, Jumping Worms and Spotted Lanternfly 
You know how to protect your plants from pests, but do you know how to protect yourself and 
your soil? Learn about ticks and their habitat and how to avoid being bitten by a tick. Also learn 
about two other invasive pests newly detected in New York, jumping worms and spotted 
lanternfly, why you should care and what you can do about them.  
Course #4492   ▪   Thu 10/10 
 
Extending Your Growing Season 
Extend your growing season for continued harvests of cool weather veggies! Learn to build a 
low cost poly-tunnel from inexpensive, readily-available materials, to mount on top of an existing 
raised bed. 
Course #4493   ▪   Thu 10/17 
 
Deer Defense: How to Co-exist with the Wiliest of Wildlife 
There are lots of ways to garden in Dutchess County without sacrificing all your hard work to 
marauding deer. This presentation uses Cornell research-proven methods in three categories: 
Barriers, Repellents and Alternative Landscape Choices. You will be given several resources 
and the best ideas available for deer-resistant landscape plants and perennials. 
Course #4494   ▪   Thu 10/24 
 
 

LOWER HUDSON PRISM'S  
INVASIVES STRIKE FORCE ECOQUEST 2019 

September's EcoQuest Challenge will focus on two species of Clematis vines: the invasive 
Clematis terniflora (Japanese virgin's bower) and the native Clematis virginiana (native virgin's 
bower). Also known as sweet autumn clematis, Japanese virgin's bower was originally 
introduced as an ornamental plant in the mid-1800's and is known for its silvery, corkscrew 
seedheads and equally showy white flowers that typically bloom in our region in late 
August/early September. The vine can grow up to 30 feet in length, quickly overcoming and 
smothering native vegetation it is growing on for support. The species is most often found in 
forest edges, hedgerows, stream banks and waste spaces and is currently a regulated species.  
Click here for more information.  

UPCOMING EVENTS  
Sunday Sept 15, 12:30-4:30 pm Mid-Hudson Orchid Society co-hosts the 9th Annual: 
INTERNATIONAL PHALAENOPSIS ALLIANCE “FOCUS ON PHALS” DAY at Union 
Presbyterian Church Community Center 44 Balmville Road, Newburgh (Balmville), NY.  For the 
second year in a row, in conjunction with the monthly Mid-Hudson Orchid Society meeting, IPA 
is pleased to present its 9 th Annual “Focus On Phals” day. This special event will include two 
presentations, a culture round table and a mini-auction of select plants, plus a review of the Mid-
Hudson show table. The special Guest Speaker this year will be Peter Lin, owner of Big Leaf 
Orchids in Southlake,Texas. Click here to for more information and to register by Friday Sept 6. 
Fee is $10 for non-MHOS members.  

http://hort.uconn.edu/detail.php?pid=113
https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/savanna/plants/virgin_bower.htm
https://www.lhprism.org/invasives-strike-force-ecoquest-survey
http://www.mhos.us.com/index.php
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Sunday, September 15, 1- 4 pm, weather permitting, Vanderbilt Garden Association 
interpreters will offer FREE tours of the formal gardens at the Vanderbilt Mansion National 
Historic Site on Route 9 in Hyde Park. Tours begin at the entrance to the gardens. The 
volunteer interpreters will discuss the history of the gardens, with a focus on the Vanderbilt 
ownership and the mission of the not-for-profit Vanderbilt Garden Association to rehabilitate and 
maintain the plants, shrubs, trees, and statuary in the gardens as they were in the 1930’s just 
prior to Mr. Vanderbilt’s death. They will also provide information about three major projects the 
gardens are currently undergoing: the renovation of the Cherry Walk, the replanting of the Rose 
Garden terraces, and the rehabilitation of the Rose Garden fountain. Visitors can also visit the 
1875 Toolhouse to look at photographs of the gardens taken during and since the Vanderbilt 
era. For further information, e-mail info@vanderbiltgarden.org or visit our website at 
http://www.vanderbiltgarden.org or call 845-229-6432 
 
 

SUBMIT UPCOMING EVENTS 
Would you like information on an upcoming gardening event to be shared in this newsletter?  
Send an email to Nancy Halas at nh26@cornell.edu or Joyce Tomaselli jdt225@cornell.edu by 
the 25th of each month to be included in the next month’s newsletter. Please include the date, 
time, location, a short description, cost and contact information for more details.  

 
 
 

MONTHLY ID QUIZ 

 

 
This is not a stick, it is an inchworm, Anavitrinella 
pampinariaan, on a Virginia stickseed plant. It turns 
into a moth called a Common Gray.  Thanks to 
Ray Mansell for the discovery and the photos.   

Can you identify this perennial? Hint, it 
is a named cultivar of a common native. 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:info@vanderbiltgarden.org
http://www.vanderbiltgarden.org/
mailto:nh26@cornell.edu
mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
http://mothphotographersgroup.msstate.edu/species.php?hodges=6590
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Need Soil pH Testing? Need Lawn or Plant Diagnosis? 
Have any gardening questions? 

 
The Horticulture Hotline, (845) 677-5067 is open April to October each Wednesday from 9am 
to noon.  Questions can also be submitted to our website at www.CCEDutchess.org/gardening.   
Click on Contact Us and select the topic of Gardening.  
 
Samples for identification or diagnosis can be submitted Monday through Friday, 8:30 am to 
4:00 pm all year long. There is a $15 fee for samples. Visit our Horticulture Diagnostic Lab 
website for reliable resources and information on our services.  
 

Dealing with rain at the Dutchess County Fair 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HELP SPREAD THE DIRT! Please forward a copy to anyone you think might be interested. To 
be added or removed from our e-mail list, or submit upcoming gardening events, contact Nancy  
Halas at nh26@cornell.edu, www.ccedutchess.org.  

 
 

Websites mentioned in Dutchess Dirt are provided as a courtesy to our readers. Mention of these websites does not imply 
endorsement by Cornell University, Cornell Cooperative Extension or by the author.  
 

  

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and 
Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

The programs provided by this agency are partially funded by monies received from the County of Dutchess. 

http://www.ccedutchess.org/gardening
http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/horticulture-diagnostic-lab
http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/horticulture-diagnostic-lab
mailto:nh26@cornell.edu
http://www.ccedutchess.org/

