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LOOP-THE-LAKE DRIVING
TOUR PROMOTES LOCAL FARMS
On Saturday, September 11th, residents and visitors of
the Skaneateles Lake Watershed joined Cornell
University Cooperative Extension of Onondaga County
on a bus tour around Skaneateles Lake, sponsored by
the City of Syracuse Water Department. Along the
way, participants stopped at farms, a scenic overlook,
historic sites, and learned about the agricultural and
natural history of the watershed.
The purpose of the tour was to showcase
and support some of the local farms
implementing sustainable practices to
protect water quality. The tour was also
meant to introduce residents to the farms
that provide us with fresh, high quality,
locally-produced food.
One of the farms we visited was October Rose Farm.
Here, Brian Underwood and his family pasture-raise
poultry, lamb and pork. Brian and his son gave a
riveting tour, highlighting how they are really “grass
farmers” and that one of the most important practices
on their farm is maintaining healthy pastureland and

Gary Lockwood, Lockwood Fiber and Flower Farm,
describes to the group how he took soil samples and
used the results to grow a better lavender crop.

animals. You can visit October Rose by appointment at 315-673-1206 and may also purchase their
products at the Skaneateles Farmers' Market.
The tour also stopped at the Lockwood
Fiber and Flower Farm. Gary Lockwood
spoke eloquently to participants about the
sustainable practices implemented on his
farm, including diverting storm water runoff
from his barn roof and using soil testing to
fertilize appropriately. Lockwood Farm
specializes in growing wheat, barley,
soybeans, corn and lavender. The farm,
1682 W. Lake Road, is open to the public
on weekends 9-2 from the last week of
June through August. The Lockwoods also
host an annual Lavender Festival the second week
of July.
If you have a farm and would like to be considered
as a tour stop in the future, please contact Jessi
Lyons at Cornell University Cooperative Extension
in Onondaga County 315-424-9485 ext. 233.
Important Emerald Ash Borer Updates Inside!

Brian Underwood, October Rose Farm, describes how
he and his family raise pastured poultry.

EMERALD ASH BORER UPDATES
MANAGING YOUR PROPERTY
FOR EMERALD ASH BORER
As of August 2010, seven counties in New York State
have confirmed the presence of Emerald Ash Borer
(EAB), and 18 counties are under quarantine. As
EAB nears the Skaneateles Lake Watershed, it is
important to understand how you can protect your
ash trees and your property from damage.

Once a tree is infested with EAB, it can take as little
as two years for the tree to die, and two more years
for it to fall. Dead ash rots easily and can become a
hazard very quickly. Therefore, it is important to take
steps to slow infestation, decide on the best
management approach, and take proactive measures
before EAB turns your property into a hazard.
Once infested, healthy trees may survive with

Steps You Can Take Now






Learn if you have ash on your property. Ash
(Fraxinus species) is often confused with Hickory,
Walnut, Tree of Heaven, Box Elder and Sumac.
Mountain ash (Sorbus americana) is not a true
ash, and is not susceptible to EAB. All true ash
species — white, green, black, and blue ash —
are susceptible to EAB.
Keep your trees healthy. Unhealthy trees are
more prone to infestation and pesticide
applications may be less effective. Prune dead,
diseased and dying branches. You may consider
fertilizer and watering trees under stress.

Volunteers prune Ash and monitor for Emerald Ash Borer.

that older and unhealthy trees may be more difficult
to effectively treat because existing damage can
prevent the pesticide from
traveling throughout the tree.
Before EAB becomes a
costly threat to your home
and property, take time to
learn what species of trees
are present on your property
and their condition. Then,
develop a management plan
to either treat, or
strategically remove and
replant.
Ash have opposite, pinnately
compound leaves.

Consider culling out less healthy and very mature
ash now. If you expect that you will need to
remove your ash, you may want to plant
replacement trees now. Planting with a diverse
mix of new trees will protect your property against
catastrophic damage from future insect
infestations.

pesticide treatment including systemic trunk
injections, soil drenching, and spraying. It is
important to note that any pesticides will need to be
reapplied, as long as EAB persists in the area. Be
wary of companies offering to treat your trees if EAB
is more than 10 miles from your property, or
suggesting treatment between October and March.
Treating your trees early in the spring is the best time
to ensure you are protecting your tree throughout the
season and getting the most impact. Keep in mind

Map of NY counties under quarantine from Emerald Ash

SKANEATELES LAKE WATERSHED UPDATES
HELP FARMERS PROTECT
WATER QUALITY, BUY LOCAL!
The 2010 agricultural growing season has been
tough on farmers of all commodities because of the
economic downturn. Programs like The Skaneateles
Lake Watershed Agriculture Program (SLWAP)
implement whole farm plans for farmers, while
helping to find new ways to save money through
conservation management and business planning.
The City of Syracuse is the main support for
continued water quality protection of the Skaneateles
Watershed and has invested in the SLWAP program
since 1994. Currently, 44 farmers voluntarily
participate in water quality and soil conservation
protection in the SLWAP. However, many of the
conservation projects could not be funded by grants
if not for the matching funds provided by the City of
Syracuse.
In Skaneateles, purchasing locally grown food helps
the environment, individual health, local businesses
and your neighboring farms. In 2010 SLWAP
provided farmer to farmer education about marketing
and community relations as part of conservation and
healthy business practices. A common message
continued to be about water quality, with an
emphasis on the many other opportunities within
farm planning and diversification.

DRINKING WATER TESTING
At the well and drinking water workshop, hosted by
CCE in August, participants attended a short lecture
on drinking water quality and brought water samples
in for discounted lab tests. The lab tested samples for
coliform bacteria, which can often be an indicator of
nutrients from fertilizers, human and animal waste.
While coliform bacteria are relatively easy to remove
Out of 22 participants, 7 were surprised to find that
their well or drinking water tested positive for coliform
bacteria. In fact, 2 tested positive for E. coli, a form
of coliform bacteria which poses serious health risks
and indicates definite human or animal waste in a
water source.
from drinking water, it is important to treat pollution at
the source if possible.
■ Make sure your well is not
downhill from pollution sources, that
your well cap and casing are in
good condition, and that there is no
debris around your wellhead.

■ Treatment could include shock
chlorination of your well and then retesting to make certain all contaminants have been
removed.

Many farms located in the Skaneateles Lake
Watershed have diversified either through
community relations,
marketing to local venues,
and/or using a niche
marketing crop such as
pumpkins, sweet corn, or
other fruits and vegetables.
You can buy local through
your neighbors, farmers’
markets, farm stands/
stores, and agri-tourism
programs. In addition you can buy local through
websites such as localharvest.org, nyfoodtrader.org
and cnybounty.org.

■ Once you have re-tested, if you still test positive for
coliform bacteria, a treatment system such as
continuous chlorination or UV radiation may be
necessary.

For more information about the Skaneateles Lake
Watershed Agriculture Program please call 315-6774630 ext 6 or visit:
http://www.ocswcd.org/?page_id=2

For more resources on drinking water quality, testing,
and treatment, see:
http://waterquality.cce.cornell.edu/

■The United States Environmental Protection Agency
recommends testing water for nitrates, total dissolved
solids, pH and coliform bacteria once per year to
ensure your drinking water safety.

■ If you have a well or pull water from the lake, you
should test your water at the tap every year. Fall and
spring are great times of year to test your drinking
water, because the ground is saturated around your
well and contamination is more likely to occur.

For a list of certified water testing labs, see:
http://www.wadsworth.org/labcert/elap/
comm.html
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Your Lake Newsletter is Here!

CHECK OUT OUR NEW AND IMPROVED
SKANEATELES LAKE
WATERSHED WEBSITE!
New website features:





An updated calendar of watershed events
Resources for youth educators and teachers
Links to watershed games and activities for youth
Updated Emerald Ash Borer information

And much, much, more!

List of Contacts
Syracuse Water Department (Skaneateles)
Watershed Program Coordinator (Syracuse)
NYS DEC Spill Prevention and Response
NYS DEC Petroleum Bulk Storage Help Line
NYS DEC Compliance (Permits)
NYS Parks and Recreation
Cayuga County Health Department
Cortland County Health Department
Onondaga County Health Department
Skaneateles Lake Watershed Agricultural Program
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Onondaga County

315-685-6486
315-473-2609
800-457-7362
518-402-9543
607-753-3095
800-456-2267
315-253-1560
607-753-5036
315-435-6600
315-677-4630
315-424-9485

http://watershed.extendonondaga.org

This newsletter is a summary of important issues and events in the
Skaneateles Lake Watershed pertinent to the City of Syracuse
Department of Water’s watershed protection and water quality
management programs. This newsletter was edited by Kacie Gehl,
Jessi Lyons and Lindsey Gerstenslager of Cornell University
Cooperative Extension of Onondaga County. Photos and data were
provided by CCE, NYS Ag. And Markets, Lockwood Fiber and
Flower Farm and the City of Syracuse.
Principal funding for CCE Projects in the Skaneateles Lake
Watershed is provided by the City of Syracuse.

