
The  SkaneaTeleS  lake WaTerShed educaTion Program: WhaT, Why?
The City of Syracuse Department of Water funds watershed education around the Skaneateles Lake Watershed 
throughout the year.  The goal of this program, administered by Cornell Cooperative Extension of Onondaga 
County,  is to provide residents with tools and resources to manage their property for the protection of Skaneateles 
Lake.  As many of you know, the City of Syracuse draws water from Skaneateles Lake. In turn, drinking water is 
supplied to the City of Syracuse, the Village of Skaneateles, portions of the Town of Skaneateles, the Villages of 
Jordan and Elbridge, and portions of other municipalities in the region.  

Watershed residents play a vital role in protecting the quality (and associated beauty) of Skaneateles Lake.  From 
septic and well management to rain gardens and invasive species, Cooperative Extension provides residents with 
the latest tools and resources to manage their property for the protection of water quality.  If you have specific 
water quality questions, please contact CCE at 315.424.9485 or visit extendonondaga.org.

Brought to you by the City of Syracuse Department of Water
Stephanie A. Miner, Mayor
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Agricultural Program

Are you planning a construction project on your 
property?  Are you planning to do any dredging, 
filling or ditching?  What about areas that are not 
under water all year or areas that lack specific 
wetland vegetation?  It’s important to have a 
professional determine if a wetland is present and 
if you need a wetland permit to ensure an efficient 
construction process.

The NYS DEC regulates wetlands that are 12.4 acres 
in size or larger, but also regulates smaller wetlands 
if they “exhibit significant local importance.”  It’s 
also worth noting that the regulated area also 
includes a 100’ buffer around the wetland.  The US 
Army Corps of Engineers also regulates wetlands, 
regardless of size.  Biologists from both departments 
use three main indicators to determine a wetland 
boundary: Vegetation, Soil and Hydrology.

The US Fish & Wildlife Service National List of Plant 
Species is used to identify wetland vegetation and 
the USDA National Soil Survey is used to identify 
hydric soils (soils found in areas that are typically 
saturated, flooded or ponded during the growing 
season).  Hydrology is usually determined by doing 
a visual survey of the area in question.  Checking for 
obvious inundation of the area, visual observation of 
soil saturation and water-borne sediment deposits 
are primary indicators of wetland hydrology. 

Did You Know?
You can’t determine if your property has a 
wetland just by looking at a map. Consult 
the US Army Corps of Engineers or the NYS 
Department of Environmental Conservation 
for professional assistance. 

Secondary hydrologic indicators include oxidized 
zones (orangish or reddish coloring) around plant 
roots, water-stained leaves or dead vegetation 
(due to soil saturation).

For a preliminary review, you can consult these 
sources, but it’s advisable to consult a wetland 
professional before any construction commences.  
If you’re unsure of a wetland boundary or are 
planning on working in close proximity to one, you 
can obtain the proper permits from your regional 
NYS DEC office and/or regional US Army Corps 
of Engineers office.  Your local Soil & Water 
Conservation District can assist with wetland permit 
questions, soil maps, vegetation and hydrology 
related questions. Refer to the  back page for 
agency contact information.

Sources:  
New York State Freshwater Wetlands Delineation 
Manual, 1995.
US Army Corps of Engineers Wetlands Delineation 
Manual, 1987.



The Central New York Land Trust (CNYLT) and the Finger 
Lakes Land Trust (FLLT) both work to protect lands in the 
Skaneateles Lake area.  This past April, Janice Hinman 
worked with the CNYLT and the FLLT to permanently protect 
her property in the Town of Spafford.   The property is 
118 acres of field and forest and located at the highest 
point within the Skaneateles Lake Watershed.

A press release issued by the FLLT on April 13, 2011, 
noted that, “The Hinman property is particularly diverse, 
featuring a  scenic  hilltop meadow as well as  hardwood 
forests of beech and maple, and hemlock dominated 
forests that feature an extensive network of vernal pools 
– seasonal wetlands that provide habitat for amphibians 
and other animals.”

This past September, the FLLT announced that it opened  
the Cora Kampfe Dickinson Conservation Area to the 
public. This property was donated to the FLLT by David 
Dickinson and his family earlier in 2011.  The property 
is located on the east side of Skaneateles Lake in the 
Town of Spafford.  It is a 20-acre nature preserve that 
features 1,300 feet of shoreline and a large portion of 
the Staghorn Cliffs. According to a press release issued 
by the FLLT on September 6, 2011, “The Staghorn Cliffs 
rise as much as 100 feet from the shore of Skaneateles 
Lake. The site is prized by geologists and paleontologists 
for the fossil layers found within the Cliffs. The fossilized 
remains of 300 to 400 million year-old sea creatures 
may be found here – evidence of when the region was 
covered by a shallow sea.  The public is welcome to 
observe this unique fossil formation and also utilize the 
shoreline for fishing and wildlife watching. Swimming is 
prohibited as is the removal of fossils from the site.” 

Photo courtesy of the Lake 
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Did you know that there are also a number of other 
preserved lands in the Skaneateles Lake Watershed?  
Get to know your area by visiting one of these 
reserves: High Vista Preserve on Vincent Hill Road in 
the Town of Scott; High Hickory Wildlife Sanctuary 
on Richard Road in the Town of Spafford; and the 
Bahar Nature Preserve and Carpenter Falls Unique 
Area located on Appletree Point Road in Cayuga 
County.  For additional information contact CNYLT at 
315.575.8839 or visit www.cnylandtrust.org, FLLT 
at 607.275.9487 or visit www.fllt.org, and the NYS 
DEC at 315-426-7400 or visit www.dec.ny.gov.

more ProTecTed landS 
and Public acceSS in The 
SkaneaTeleS lake WaTerShed

Image provided courtesy of the Finger Lakes Land Trust

Emerald Ash Borer 
Field Guide

1

have you SPoTTed any of TheSe 

invaSive SPecieS?
Invasive species continue to pose a threat to our 
land and water resources.  While many of the 
species listed below have not been identified 
in Skaneateles Lake or watershed yet, it is 
important to keep an eye out.  Visit the New York 
Invasive Species Clearinghouse at nyis.info for 
more information on invasive species. 

1. The Asian Clam has 
recently been found in 
Owasco Lake.  These 
tiny clams can be more 
aggressive and destructive 
than zebra mussels.  Many 
portions of Skaneateles  
Lake are ideal habitat for 
the Asian Clam.

2. Hydrilla has been 
identified in the Cayuga 
Lake inlet. It is highly 
invasive and shades out 
other native plants. Visit 
cce.tompkins.org for 
more information.

3.  The Emerald Ash Borer 
threatens all 900 million 
ash trees in NY State. It 
has been found in nine NY 
counties since 2009. Visit 
nyisinfo.org for more 
information.  
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For over 15 years, Project Watershed has led a stream monitoring program in 
the region that is both educational and a community service.  Project Watershed, 
a program of the Izaak Walton League of America, joined forces with Cornell 
Cooperative Extension of Onondaga County this past March.  

Cornell Cooperative Extension’s staff, with adult volunteers and students, run 
biological, chemical and physical tests on a stream to determine its health. We 
welcome you to participate in this water monitoring program. By getting your feet 
wet you are doing a real service for our rivers and lakes     and it’s a lot of fun! 
Stream monitoring typically takes place two times per year on any given stream, 
so the commitment is manageable.    

Did you know that Project Watershed has been monitoring the quality of Skaneateles 
Lake since 1998?   This past year, Cornell Cooperative Extension worked with the 
Skaneateles Middle and High School to monitor Skaneateles Creek.  The water 
quality results were great!  For more details on Project Watershed and to see 
Central New York water quality results visit:  
www.projectwatershed.org

If you or your organization would like to adopt-a-stream to monitor 
contact CCE Onondaga at 424-9485.

WaTer QualiTy educaTion in The SkaneaTeleS lake WaTerShed: looking back, 
looking forWard

In 2011, the City of Syracuse sponsored programs in the Skaneateles 
Watershed on topics such as:  Emerald Ash Borer, Natural Gas 
Development, Erosion Control, Landscaping for Water Quality and 
Well Testing and Maintenance.  CCE will mail a schedule of summer 
events and programs to watershed residents in the spring.  You can also 
visit www.extendonondaga.org to check out upcoming events. 

In 2012...

Syracuse, through CCE, will offer additional programing and educational 
events.  You can also call CCE at 315.424.9485 if you have a specific 
question about a water quality/land management topic.  Here are a 
few programs to look for this coming year:

- Landscaping for Water Quality Boat Tour:  Explore Skaneateles Lake 
by boat and discover beautiful landscapes that are protecting water 
quality.

- Skaneateles Lake Watershed Almanac:  This almanac will provide a 
history of Skaneateles Lake and the watershed, beautiful color photos 
of the area and tips for maintaining a water-friendly property.

- Watershed monitoring, invasive species updates, septic maintenance, 
and much more to come...

ProjecT 
WaTerShed 

Program joinS 
cce onondaga

The 

Skaneateles Lake 
Watershed Almanac
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List of Contacts
Cayuga County SWCD         315-252-4171
Cayuga County Health Department        315-253-1560
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Onondaga County      315-424-9485
Cortland County Health Department        607-753-5036
Cortland County SWCD         607-756-5991							
NYS DEC Spill Prevention and Response       800-457-7362
NYS DEC Petroleum Bulk Storage Help Line                 518-402-9543
NYS DEC Compliance           607-753-3095
NYS Parks and Recreation         800-456-2267
Onondaga County Health Department       315-435-6600
Onondaga County SWCD          315-677-3851
Skaneateles Lake Watershed Agricultural Program       315-677-4630
Syracuse Water Department (Skaneateles)        315-685-6486
Watershed Program Coordinator (Syracuse)       315-473-2609
US Army Corps of Engineers              716-879-4330

The Atrium, Suite 170
2 Clinton Square
Syracuse, NY 13202
www.extendonondaga.org

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an equal opportunity program and employment 
provider. If you need special assistance, please contact our office at 315-424-9485.

SKANEATELES WAVE REVIEWS is 
going electronic!

To sign-up for the e-version of this 
publication visit:

www.watershed.extendonondaga.org
and look for this: 

Funding for the Water Quality Education Program in the Skaneateles Lake Watershed 
is provided by the City of  Syracuse Department of  Water.

This newsletter is a summary of important issues and events in the Skaneateles 
Lake Watershed pertinent to the City of Syracuse Department of Water’s 
watershed protection and water quality management programs.  This 
newsletter was compiled and edited  by Cornell University Cooperative 
Extension of Onondaga County. 


