
to another.  Wet boats create suitable habitat for 
fragments to live for weeks before invading another 
water body. 

Asian Clam
With the recent discovery in Otisco Lake, the Asian 
Clam now poses a more imminent threat to Skaneateles 
Lake; abundant quantities of clam are also beginning 
to impact Owasco Lake to the west.  Asian Clam 
reproduces quickly and covers sandy lake bottoms. 
They can clog intake pipes, destroy native plant and 
animal habitats, and are very costly to control.  Join 
CCE for an Asian Clam and Hydrilla identification, 
prevention and monitoring workshop on August 22.

Emerald Ash Borer
Now found in 11 NY counties.  Ten percent of 
New York State’s hardwood forests are ash trees.  
Onondaga County has initiated a task force to 
prepare communities across the county for the arrival 
of Emerald Ash Borer in order to better plan and 
manage the impacts from this devastating beetle, 
including threats to infrastructure and private property, 
increased storm damage, and loss of ecologic and 
economic resiliency.
Visit www.nyis.org or 
www.iMapInvasives.
org for location-
specific information 
and to report new 
findings.

SKANEATELES WAVE REVIEWS
Brought to you by the City of Syracuse Department of Water

Stephanie A. Miner, Mayor

Credit: New York State Department of Environmental Conservation

INVASIVE SPECIES UPDATE
Skaneateles Lake, with its rich color and pristine water, 
serves as the Eastern gateway to the Finger Lakes.  
Despite its placid nature and years of care, the lake 
faces the ongoing threat of invasive species, such as 
milfoil,  hydrilla, and the Asian clam. These species 
can cycle nutrients in the water column, reduce oxygen 
content, litter beaches, clog intake pipes, and invade 
waterfront paths with sharp shells and weeds. Invasive 
species can also have economic impacts, decreasing 
property values, shrinking local tax revenues, and 
lowering the tourism dollars that are vital to the 
region’s economy. There will also be the large expense 
to the City of Syracuse, which receives its water 
from Skaneateles Lake, if invasive species cause the 
revocation of the filtration avoidance waiver.

Hydrilla
First detected in the Cayuga Inlet in August 2011, the 
threat of Hydrilla spreading from the Cayuga Inlet to 
other finger lakes was taken very seriously.  This year, 
both endothall and fluridone herbicide applications 
have been applied by the NYS DEC in Cayuga Lake.  

Hydrilla verticillata stems can grow up to 25 feet long.  
Reproduction occurs from runners and fragmented 
parts carried by boats and bait buckets from one lake 

Hydrilla tangled on watercraft

Credit: New York Invasive Species, Kent Loeffler @ Cornell University
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and the milfoil continued to grow as before, then 
we could have had to deal with approximately 180 
patches in the lake; instead we have only 18.  Very 
few lakes in this country with milfoil problems have had 
this kind of success.

The major reasons for the success we have had so far 
are:

1. Getting an early start before milfoil became well 
established.

2. Strong support from individuals in the community 
as well as funding from the state, county and town of 
Skaneateles.

For lakefront owners, gaining control of milfoil is 
important to protect the value of their property.  
Research in Wisconsin, New Hampshire and Vermont 
has shown that property values can decline by as much 
as 15 to 20% when the waterfront becomes weed 
infested.  For example, a $500,000 property could 
lose $75,000 to $100,000 in total value if milfoil had 
gotten out of control and clogged the lakefront with 
weeds, as it has in so many other lakes in the region.  
The lake is a major contributor to the overall economy 
of the region; therefore, the infestation of watermilfoil 
in the lake is a concern to us all.

The bottom line is this: we currently have the equipment, 
a team of experienced divers, and the know-how 
to allow us to control milfoil and to help maintain 
Skaneateles Lake as the pure, clear lake that it has 
always been.  The technical issues have been solved; 
the only issue now is acquiring adequate funding.  
There is a need to be very vigilant, since there are 
more threats from invasive species on the horizon.  
For example, Hydrilla has developed a large and 
aggressive population in Cayuga Inlet; Asian Clams 
are now found in nearby Owasco Lake.  Round gobies 
are common in Lake Ontario, and the list goes on.  The 
best approach is preventing them from entering the 
lake in the first place, and we are working on that now. 

Skaneateles Lake Association: Milfoil 
Removal Project Update

Robert G. Werner

Over the last five years, 
the Skaneateles Lake 
Association, working 
with a local firm, 
Aquatic Invasives, has 
developed an effective 
method of controlling 
Eurasian watermilfoil 
(Myriophyllum spicatum) 
using hand pulling and 
an innovative benthic 
mat technology.  During 
that time, we have 
cleared over 40 acres of 
milfoil from Skaneateles 
Lake. 

The first phase of this 
project is complete and 
we are now entering the 
“maintenance phase,” during which, we will survey 
the lake at the end of the season to identify and 
locate any large patches and target them for removal 
during the following summer.  We have approximately 
five acres of benthic matting that we can deploy to 
eliminate the large patches.  Smaller patches will 
be removed by hand, using experienced divers and 
equipment designed to facilitate hand pulling.  We 
will repeat this process from year to year, which, when 
combined with the slow rate of milfoil regrowth in 
Skaneateles Lake, should allow us to stay ahead of the 
infestation and keep it under control.

When we surveyed the lake in 2001 and discovered 
39 milfoil patches, we realized that milfoil was a 
serious problem.  Five years later, we repeated the 
survey and were shocked to find that the milfoil had 
nearly tripled to 111 patches.  Had we done nothing 

Photo courtesy: 
St. Lawrence-Eastern Lake        

Ontario PRISM of New York 

Source: Darrin Fresh Water Institute; New York Times 7/3/2012



Is your Landscape Prepared?

The rich blue-green color and clarity of the 
Skaneateles Lake are physical indicators that reflect 
the pure quality of the water.  During April 2011, in 
less than two hours, two major storms hit central New 
York, causing high waves, upturned shoreline structures 
and trees, eroded streamside communities, and large 
debris buildup.  

Landscaping can be used to effectively reduce the 
negative impacts from future storms.  An enhancement 
to the landscape involves appropriate design and, in 
many cases, the combination of stabilization structures 
at the shorefront and variably-sized vegetative buffers 
in strategic locations.  Buffers are a combination of 
trees, shrubs and ground cover plants that are well-
adapted to local climate zones, steep slopes and soil 
type.  

iMapInvasive Workshop  
           August 14th, 5:30pm - 7:00pm
 Skaneateles Library
 46 East Genesee Street, Skaneateles, NY

Asian Clam and Hydrilla Identification, Prevention 
and Monitoring Workshop   
 August 22, 6:00pm - 7:30pm
 Skaneateles Community Center 
 97 State Street, Skaneateles, NY

Forest Management and Invasive Insect Workshop
 August 28th, 5:00pm - 6:30pm
 The Creamery 
 28 Hannum Street, Skaneateles, NY 
           
Septic and Well Water Workshop
 September 12th, 5:30 - 7:00pm
 United Methodist Church
 26 Jordan Street, Skaneateles, NY

Landscaping for Water Quality Boat Tour
 July 21st, 4:00pm - 6:00pm
 Mid-Lakes Navigation Boat Dock
 10 West Genesee Street, Skaneateles, NY

Homeowner Solutions for Shoreline Restoration 
and Stabilization 
 July 24th, 6:00pm - 7:30pm
 Skaneateles Community Center
 97 State Street, Skaneateles, NY

Climatic Impacts on Water Resources 
 August 1st, 6:00pm - 7:30pm
 The Creamery
 28 Hannum Street, Skaneateles, NY

Ecological Impacts of Home Landscaping Practices
 August 9th, 5pm - 6:30pm
 The Creamery
 28 Hannum Street, Skaneteles, NY

For event details and to register, visit www.extendonondaga.org 

or contact Sherry Martin at 315.424.9485 ext. 232, sm674@cornell.edu

Skaneateles Lake Watershed Calendar of 
Events 

Landscapes can protect homes and land area while 
adding beauty and contrast to the terrain.  A well-
prepared landscape has components that dissipate 
wave energy, trap soil and filter pollutants on site.  This 
summer, Cornell Cooperative Extension of Onondaga 
County will host a series of events to address strategies 
homeowners can implement to stabilize landscapes and 
protect water quality.  



List of Contacts

  Syracuse Water Department (Skaneateles)         315-685-6486 
 Watershed Program Coordinator (Syracuse)    315-473-2609
  NYS DEC Spill Prevention and Response       800-457-7362
  NYS DEC Petroleum Bulk Storage Help Line                 518-402-9543
  NYS DEC Compliance (Permits)            607-753-3095
 NYS Parks and Recreation          800-456-2267
  Cayuga County Health Department          315-253-1560
  Cortland County Health Department          607-753-5036
  Onondaga County Health Department       315-435-6600
  Skaneateles Lake Watershed Agricultural Program   315-457-0325
  Cornell Cooperative Extension of Onondaga County      315-424-9485      

This newsletter is a summary of important issues and events in the Skaneateles Lake Watershed pertinent to 
the City of Syracuse Department of Water’s watershed protection and water quality management programs.  
This newsletter was edited by Sherry Martin and Jessi Lyons of Cornell University Cooperative Extension of 
Onondaga County. 

The Atrium, Suite 170
2 Clinton Square
Syracuse, NY 13202

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an equal opportunity program and employment provider. 
If you need special assistance, please contact our office at 315-424-9485.

Funding for Cornell Cooperative Extension programs in the Skaneateles Lake Watershed 
is provided by the City of  Syracuse Department of  Water.

Please cooperate with your local watershed stewards 
to help keep our lakes free of new invasive species.          
Expect to see a boat steward at your local launch ramp 
this summer. 
These programs are supported by NY Sea Grant,         
Finger Lakes Institute, Skaneateles Lake Association and        
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Onondaga County.


