
Emerald Ash Borer is on the Move, 
Skaneateles Included in the Quarantine
Jessi Lyons, Natural Resource Educator, CCE Onondaga

Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) is continuing to pop up 
across New York State. The latest discoveries are in 
Delaware and Otsego Counties, bringing the number 
of counties with EAB to 15. EAB has not been 
positively identified in Onondaga County as of June 
1, 2013, but the County south of the I-90 thruway is 
quarantined. 

As of May 1, 2013 NYS Department of Agriculture 
and Markets created a new quarantine boundary 
that encompasses most of the state south of the I-90 
thruway. This leaves the portion of Onondaga County 
north of the thruway out of the quarantine. Now is 
the time for extra diligence, as contaminated wood 
products can now be transported into 
Onondaga County from other infested 
areas within the quarantine.

Emerald Ash Borer is a destructive 
beetle that kills all species of ash trees. 
Please report any signs of EAB, or ash 
trees showing symptoms of EAB attack, 
by calling DEC’s emerald ash borer 
hotline at 1-866-640-0652 or submit 
an EAB report on DEC’s website. You 
can also contact CCE Onondaga for help identifying 
insects or trees by calling 315-424-9485, or email 
onondaga@cornell.edu.

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Onondaga 
County and the City of Syracuse Department of 
Water partner to provide watershed education 
around the Skaneateles Lake Watershed. 
Watershed residents play a vital role in protecting 
the quality (and associated beauty) of Skaneateles 
Lake. Cooperative Extension provides residents 
with the latest tools and resources to help protect 
Skaneateles’ pristine water quality. If you have 
specific water quality questions please contact 
CCE Onondaga at  315.424.9485 or visit www.
extendonondaga.org.
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Spafford Landing. Photo by David Diaz, 
Finger Lakes Land Trust.

What You Need to Know
• Do not move any firewood more than 50 miles, 
regardless of the quarantine. You can expect 
enforcement and fines. 

• No ash wood can be moved               
outside of the quarantine 
area, including firewood. 

• EAB in any life stage 
cannot be moved from the 
site it is found, including 
logs and firewood.

• Assess your property. If 
you have ash, you should 

decide if you want to treat your trees with pesticide 
(when EAB is confirmed within 10 miles), remove 
before they become a hazard, or let them die and fall 
if there is no risk to life and property.

The Emerald Ash Borer quarantine now 
includes the Skaneateles Watershed
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The Benefits of Cover Crops 
Erin Hull, Agriculture Educator, CCE Onondaga

One of the challenges farmers within the Skaneateles 
Lake Watershed face is hillside farming.  This poses 
several challenges; one of the largest is erosion.  One 
step that many farmers are taking to reduce erosion 
is the use of cover crops in their fields.  Cover crops 
are grasses, legumes or small 
grains that are grown between 
the regular crop season (late 
fall and winter), and help to 
protect and improve the soil. 
 
Cover crops are one of the best 
ways to combat soil erosion.  
After a crop is harvested, land is left bare.  With no 
roots and leafy vegetation left to shelter and hold 
soil firmly in place during rain, high wind or winter 
snowmelt, the soil is at risk of being lost to erosion.  
Cover crops are planted after the crop is harvested.  

They are generally fast growing and have an ample 
root system to keep soil in place. The vegetative 
cover also helps protect the soil surface.  A 2010 
study1 found a 94% reduction in water erosion when 
a cover crop is used after a row crop, such as corn.  

There are many other environmental benefits 
associated with cover crops.  They provide habitat 
for wildlife, combat weeds and improve soil quality.  

Soil quality is improved because beneficial microbes 
are added to the soil, porosity is improved when 
the cover crop roots decompose (providing critical 
space for new roots to grow, and air and water to 
reach those roots), organic matter is returned to the 
soil, and nitrogen may even increase if legumes are 
planted because they can transfer nitrogen from the 
air into the soil. 

Cover crops are 
one way our 
S k a n e a t e l e s 
W a t e r s h e d 
farmers help to 
combat erosion 
on hillsides, 

but you might see cover crops used in all kinds of 
farm environments.  More and more farmers are 
using them as they can directly see the many benefits 
they provide.  Cover crops have a cost associated 
with them (price of the seeds, use of machinery, 
fuel to run the machinery, etc.), but farmers feel the 
environmental benefits far surpass the cost.

1E. Laloy and C.L. Bielders, Effect of Intercropping Period 
Management on Runoff and Erosion in a Maize Cropping 
System.  Journal of Environmental Quality, 2010; 39(3): 
1001).

A 2010 study found a 94% reduction 
in water erosion when a cover crop is 
used after a row crop, such as corn.

45 of the 48 (94%) farms in the Skaneateles Lake Watershed voluntarily 
implement farm best management practices to protect water quality. 

- Onondaga County Soil and Water Conservation District

A  field with cover crops. To prepare for regular crop 
planting, the cover crops can simply be tilled under.

A field without cover crops is more susceptible to erosion.

Alan Masters, Onondaga County Soil and Water Conservation District 
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Finger Lakes Land Trust (FLLT) members John and 
Robin Hinchcliff fondly recall their children playing 
in the forest above Skaneateles Lake’s southeastern 
shores. “The kids would disappear into the woods in 
the morning, and we wouldn’t see them again until 
they got hungry or returned to 
show us some new treasure,” 
Robin said.  “This land has 
been returning to woodlands 
for almost a century,” added 
John. “It’s been untouched 
for my entire lifetime, and 
much further back.” 

This winter, the Hinchcliffs 
contributed to the legacy of 
clean water and healthy forests 
by donating a conservation 
easement on their property, protecting 31 acres of 
mature woods, including 5,600 feet of land along 
Randall Gulf Creek, a tributary to Skaneateles Lake. 

T h e Hinchcliff’s conservation easement is the third 
held by the FLLT in the Skaneateles Lake watershed. 

Conservation easements provide a practical way to 
protect land for the benefit of future generations and 
the environment. They are legally binding agreements 
that allow land to remain in private ownership and 
on the tax rolls, while limiting future development. 

Each easement is crafted 
individually and typically 
allows for traditional uses 
like agriculture and forestry. 
Conveying an easement can 
result in significant state and 
federal tax benefits.

The FLLT is a non-profit 
conservation organization 
that has protected more than 
15,000 acres of the region’s 
wetlands, forests, farmland, 

and meadows. The FLLT owns 30 nature preserves 
that are open to the public, holds more than 100 
conservation easements, and provides technical 
assistance and educational programming. To learn 
more, please visit www.fllt.org.

Summit Crest Farm 
Manure & Milkhouse Waste Management
Ryan Cunningham, Onondaga County Soil and Water Conservation District

A new nutrient storage facility was recently completed in the Town of 
Sempronius, Cayuga County, as part of Chadd Ronk’s Whole Farm 
Plan.  The best management practices (BMPs) include a 600,000 
gallon concrete nutrient storage facility, a concrete manure loading 
area, two pumping systems and access road improvements.  The 
storage facility is used to collect farmstead stormwater runoff from 
loading areas and nutrients including manure, bedding, and milkhouse 
wastewater.  

The existing milkhouse waste system was retrofitted with a new 
transfer pump to convey nutrients from the existing tank to the storage facility.  
The storage is equipped with a manure pump capable of mixing the combined 
nutrients into a slurry which is applied to crop fields at specific rates to boost the nutrient content of the soil. 
Previously, manure and other nutrients generated on the farm were stockpiled or spread at higher rates in 
limited areas.  These new BMPs will help ensure that nutrients are safely and beneficially reused on the farm. 

The implementation of these BMPS was made possible through funding from the USDA-NRCS Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program and the City of Syracuse.  

Protecting Spafford Landing’s Woods and Waters
Kelly Makosch, Director of Development, Finger Lakes Land Trust

Summit Crest Farm’s new nutrient 
storage facilty holds up to 600,000 
gallons.

Ryan Cunningham, Onondaga County SWCD

This Spafford easement property has 
been untouched for almost a century.

David Diaz, Finger Lakes Land Trust



SKANEATELES TRIVIA
Skaneateles Boat Stewards Help 
Boaters Protect the Lake from Invasive 
Species
Melani Green Lowry, Water Quality Program Assistant, 
CCE Onondaga

This summer you may 
see familiar faces at the 
boat launches along the 
lake. College and high 
school students hailing 
from Skaneateles are 
working for the Town 
of Skaneateles and 
the Skaneateles Lake 
Association as Boat 
Stewards. Highly visible 
in their bright green official ‘Boat Stewards’ T-shirts 
and hats, they will be monitoring boats entering and 
leaving launches to make sure invasive species aren’t 

transported between 
lakes. 

The Boat Stewards’ 
main goal is to 
offer information to 
recreational boaters 
and fishermen on 
invasive species, 
proper boat cleaning, 
and tips on recognizing 
and preventing the 

spread of any aquatic invasives. They will also 
compile data about previously visited waterbodies, 
which helps track the spread 
of invasives and aides in 
setting up an early-warning 
system for other lakes and 
rivers.

Species of concern in 
Skaneateles Lake include 
Asian clam, hydrilla, 
Eurasian water milfoil, 
spiny waterflea, and water 
chestnut, among others. For 
more information on aquatic 
invasive species and what you can do to protect your 
lake, please contact CCE Onondaga.

Please cooperate with your local watershed 
stewards to help keep our lakes free of 
new invasive species. Expect to see a boat 
steward at your local launch ramp.

During the ice 
Age, which 
started about two 
million years ago, glaciers scraped 
back and forth across the landscape, carving 
long furrows into the earth. The gouges left 
behind formed the Finger Lakes, including 
Skaneateles Lake. The exposed bedrock 
leeched lime and other minerals into the waters 
of the lake, and they enhance the color of the 
lake to its signature beautiful, bright turquoise. 

        It is the most 
oligotrophic 
of the Finger 

Lakes. This means 
that is has very low nutrient 

content, and high dissolved oxygen. These 
conditions prevent algae from flourishing,  
which in turn results in the crystal clear 
waters of the lake. Because of the exceptional 
water quality, the water does not need to be 
filtered. Did you know that almost a quarter  
million people in Onondaga County rely on 
Skaneateles Lake for their drinking water?

Why is Skaneateles water

 so good to drink?

Why does the water look 
so very, very blue?

Hydrilla can spread through 
fragments caught on boats.

Jeff Shardt, University of Florida

Spiny Waterflea clumps 
on fishing line. Eggs can 
survive out of water for 
several days.

Minnesota Sea Grant
SeaGrant.umn.edu

The Skaneateles Lake Association has 
removed 45 acres of milfoil since 2007!

A Skaneateles Boat Steward 
inspecting an aquatic hitchhiker at 
the DEC boat launch.

Skaneateles Lake Association



Helpful Contacts
Cayuga County Health Department         315-253-1560
Cayuga County Soil & Water Conservation District  315-252-2171
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Onondaga County 315-424-9485
Cortland County Health Department         607-753-5036
Cortland County Soil & Water Conservation District 607-756-5991
NYS DEC Compliance (Permits)         607-753-3095
NYS DEC Spill Prevention and Response      800-457-7362
NYS DEC Petroleum Bulk Storage Help Line                518-402-9543
NYS Parks and Recreation         800-456-2267
Onondaga County Health Department      315-435-6600
Onondaga County Soil & Water Conservation District 315-457-0325
Skaneateles Lake Watershed Agricultural Program   315-457-0325
Syracuse Water Department (Skaneateles)        315-685-6486
Watershed Program Coordinator (Syracuse)   315-473-2609

This newsletter is a summary of important issues and events in the Skaneateles Lake Watershed pertinent to the City of 
Syracuse Department of Water’s watershed protection and water quality management programs.  This newsletter was 

edited by Jessi Lyons and Melani Green Lowry of Cornell University Cooperative Extension of Onondaga County. 

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an equal opportunity program and employment provider. 
If you need special assistance, please contact our office at 315-424-9485.

Funding for Cornell Cooperative Extension programs in the Skaneateles Lake Watershed 
is provided by the City of  Syracuse Department of  Water.

Stop Aquatic Invasives! 
Find out how you can help monitor and report 
the presence of aquatic invasive species in your 
watershed, contact us at 315-424-9485.

Climatic Impacts on Water Resources Symposium
October 25 at the Welch Allyn Lodge. Learn what 
you can do as a homeowner, farmer or professional to 
adapt to climate change.
Preregistration required.

We’ll come to you! We’d love to offer your group more 
information about watershed health. Contact us to 
schedule a presentation. 

Landscaping for Water Quality Consultation for 
Watershed Residents
CCE educators and Master Gardener volunteers 
can visit Skaneateles Watershed properties to assess 
landscaping techniques that can reduce stormwater 
and erosion on your property.

Impress your friends with your Watershed smarts 
during Trivia Night. Skaneateles Watershed trivia will 
be sprinkled in to the Trivia at:
Creekside Books on Thursdays from 7 - 9 pm
Lakehouse Pub on Tuesdays from 8 - 10 pm. 

For event details and to register, visit www.extendonondaga.org 
or contact Jessi Lyons at 315.424.9485 ext. 233, jel264@cornell.edu

Skaneateles Lake Watershed Events and Activities
Summer 2013


