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Hemlock Woolly Adelgid in the 
Skaneateles Lake Watershed

The invasive pest hemlock woolly adelgid (HWA) 
has recently been confirmed in the Skaneateles 
Lake Watershed. The pest, which lives off 
Hemlock trees, was identified at Carpenter’s 
Brook and the Bahar Nature Reserve in Niles, 
and on private property in Spafford. The pest is 
also in the neighboring Owasco Lake Watershed. 

Native to Japan, 
HWA is a very small, 
aphid-like insect 
most easily identified 
by the white, dense 
waxy hairs it produces 
for protection. The 
cottony masses 
are visible on the 
underside of the 
hemlock needles 
where it feeds on the 
food storage cells 
at the base of the 
needles. Tree decline 
is evident when the trees begin to turn gray as 
needles desiccate and are lost. In the Finger 
Lakes region, HWA typically kills trees in 6- 12 
years. A wide variety of pesticide treatment 
options are effective in combating HWA, and 
biological control studies look promising. 

Hemlocks provide critical year-round habitat 
for a variety of wildlife, and serve important 
ecosystem services. The tree’s shade cools 
tributaries, while insulating ravines in the 
winter. The year-round foliage, and spreading 
roots help to prevent erosion along steep slopes 
common in the Watershed. The fragile habitats 
and critical ecological services are at risk from 
loss of the Eastern hemlock trees. 

Aquatic Invasive Species Regulations for 
Boat Launch and Fishing Access Sites

As of June 4th the NYS Department of 
Environmental Conservation requires boaters 
to remove all visible plant and animal materials 
from boats, trailers and associated equipment, 
and to drain boats prior to launching from DEC 
lands. 

On June 20th, when the NYS Senate passed 
a bill to further prevent the spread of aquatic 
invasive species in New York. This legislation 
would require the NYS DEC to develop rules 
and regulations for boaters to take significant 
precautions by cleaning, draining and drying 
water-going vessels - both motorized and non-
motorized on all lands. “Taking every possible 
step to stop the spread of destructive invasive 
species before they take hold is the most 
cost-effective and common-sense approach to 
combat this severe threat to the environment 
and economy of the Finger Lakes and other 
waterways statewide” stated Senator Thomas 
O’Mara, the bill’s sponsor. 

The regulations are aim to restrict transport of 
invasives to and from boating and fishing access 
points, major vectors in the transport of pests. 
Species of concern include hydrilla, Eurasian 
watermilfoil, 
European 
frogbit, 
water 
chestnut, 
spiny water 
flea, bloody 
red shrimp, 
Asian clam 
and round 
goby. Proposed legislation will require all vessels 

to be “cleaned, drained and dried.”

White spots of the Hemlock 
Woolly Adelgid on the 
underside of hemlock needles.



Elmer Richards & Sons Culvert Crossing and Access Road Improvements
Ryan Cunningham, SLWAP

A new culvert crossing with access road improvements was installed recently as part of the Elmer 
Richards & Sons Whole Farm Plan. These Best Management Practices (BMP’s) improve water quality 
in the Shotwell Brook sub-watershed by providing safe access to crop fields and reducing erosion 
from a formerly failing culvert system. Reinforced, safe field access points reduce the impacts of 
heavy farm equipment on tributaries to Skaneateles Lake. Decreasing erosion sources, particularly 
in the 2,200 acre Shotwell Brook sub-watershed, is a high priority for the Skaneateles Lake 
Watershed Agricultural Program. These BMP’s ultimately help to reduce turbidity levels near water 
intake pipelines supplying the City of Syracuse.

New culvert crossings and road improvements will reduce soil erosion entering the Shotwell Brook subwatershed.  Photos by 
Ryan Cunningham.

UPCOMING WORKSHOPS IN YOUR WATERSHED

Septic System and Drinking Well Workshop
Join us on August 13 at the The Creamery in Skaneateles to learn about your maintaining your 
septic system and drinking water well to avoid contamination and maintain a safe water supply 
for your family and Skaneateles Lake. Participants will be able to bring in water samples for E 
Coli testing from a certified lab. Water sample bottles will be available at each Town Hall in the 
Watershed for two weeks prior to the workshop. 

Legacy Planning for your Farm or Forest
You love your land, and so does your family. Do you have a plan for what will become of your 
property once you can no longer care for it? Families often assume that they share the same vision 
for the future of their farmland or forest. Yet, many times the hopes and dreams of each generation 
are not openly shared or written down, leaving families to make tough and often hasty decisions 
when ownership changes. Many people who stand to take on future ownership don’t understand the 
financial, legal, and technical challenges of property ownership and maintenance. Starting those 
conversations with your family now will ease the transition and help ensure your land is well cared 
for in the future. 

On November 14, CCE Onondaga will host a “Legacy Planning for your Farm or Forest Workshop.” 
Dr. Shorna Allred, of Cornell University’s Natural Resources Department will facilitate a workshop 
geared toward land owners and their families, to start the process of cooperatively planning the 
future of their forest or farmland. Legal, financial, and land conservation experts will also offer 
presentations and technical guidance to help families create well-informed plans for the future of 
their properties. Location and Time TBA.



Triticale as a Cover Crop or Double Crop Eric Jensen, SLWAP 

Triticale has been getting a lot of press lately and for good reason. It is a small grain hybrid-cross 
between wheat (Triticum) and rye (Secale). The resulting plant has good winter hardiness here 
in New York and can be planted earlier than winter wheat, August 25 – September 25. It can be 
drilled conventionally into a prepared seedbed or no-till drilled into crop residue at about 100-
125 lb/acre seeding rate at 1”-1½” depth. Use higher rates if planting later or grazing livestock is 
planned. Winter Triticale easily fits into a rotation following corn silage harvest. Like most cover 

crops, triticale offers many agronomic benefits, 
including reduced soil erosion, improved water 
infiltration into soil, increased organic matter and 
improved soil structure.  

Another aspect of winter triticale cover crop is 
that it can also be effectively managed as double 
crop and harvested as a high energy, high quality 
forage in mid-May. The feeding characteristics 
are similar to corn silage with the energy coming 
from starch. Forage yield depends on seeding 
date, rate, cultivar, and management, but typically 
is about 2-4 tons/acre dry matter with a wide 
harvest window. Planting a 92-day corn variety 

immediately after forage harvest can be a viable 
double crop in your rotation. Triticale can also be managed for high yields of grain or straw, 
maturing about 2 weeks after winter rye. A winter triticale cover crop is not just for conservation 
anymore, it is truly a multi-use local crop option to help increase your farm’s bottom line.

 Roy Widrig & Erin Luchsinger Hull, CCE Onondaga

While touring the Skaneateles Lake Watershed, you may have noticed a number of peculiar 
orange, blue or yellow cylinders protruding from the ground in many of the fields. What you’re 
seeing is a Water and Sediment Control Basin, or a WASCOB for short.
 
But what is a WASCOB and what does it do? 
Simply, a WASCOB is a set of small earthen 
embankments constructed across a slope or 
minor watercourse to form a sediment trap or 
water retention basin. The construction of a 
WASCOB improves the farmability of sloping 
land, reduces gully erosion, traps sediment 
and reduces on-site and downstream runoff. 
WASCOBs within the Skaneateles Lake 
Watershed must have a basin capacity sufficient 
to handle a 10-year/24-hour rainfall event. 

The cylinder protruding from the ground 
upstream from the embankment is an orifice 
which routes excess runoff into an underground 
pipe, redirecting the water to a place where it 
cannot do any damage. This inlet tube is often 
the most visible feature of this water quality conservation practice. 

What’s a WASCOB?

The orange cylinder is the most obvious sign of a 
WASCOB. Notice the unplowed portion of the field used 
to convey water to the WASCOB and reduce soil erosion. 

Triticale being harvested at a Skaneateles farm



Helpful Contacts
Cayuga County Health Department         315-253-1405
Cayuga County Soil & Water Conservation District  315-252-4171
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Onondaga County 315-424-9485
Cortland County Health Department         607-753-5036
Cortland County Soil & Water Conservation District 607-756-5991
NYS DEC Compliance (Permits)         607-753-3095
NYS DEC Spill Prevention and Response                     800-457-7362
NYS DEC Petroleum Bulk Storage Help Line                               518-402-9543
NYS Parks and Recreation         800-456-2267
Onondaga County Health Department      315-435-3252
Onondaga County Soil & Water Conservation District 315-457-0325
Skaneateles Lake Watershed Agricultural Program   315-457-0325
Syracuse Water Department (Skaneateles)        315-685-6486
  

 This newsletter was edited by Roy Widrig and Jessi Lyons of Cornell University Cooperative Extension of 
Onondaga County. 

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an equal opportunity program and employment provider. 
If you need special assistance, please contact our office at 315-424-9485.

Funding for Cornell Cooperative Extension programs in the Skaneateles Lake Watershed 
is provided by the City of  Syracuse Department of  Water.

For event details and to register, visit www.extendonondaga.org 
or contact Roy Widrig at 315.424.9485 ext. 232, rlw294@cornell.edu

Cornell Cooperative Extension Events and Activities
Summer and Fall 2014

Hemlock Woolly Adelgid Forum June 30   Spafford Town Hall

Day on the Farm    August 2   Tre-G Farm, Pompey

The Great New York State Fair Aug. 21- Sept. 1  NYS Parks Booth

Septic and Well Workshop  August 13   The Creamery, Skaneateles

Sportsmen’s Days   Sept. 27-28  Carpenter’s Brook Fish Hatchery

Legacy Planning Workshop  November 14  To Be Determined               

Maple Workshop    December 13  Memphis, NY


