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Fight Hemlock Woolly Adelgid by joining CCE
Onondaga for another series of Hemlock Hikes
Roy Widrig, CCE Onondaga

Hemlock Woolly Adelgid (HWA) was discovered in the Skaneateles
Lake Watershed in the summer of 2013. Since then a collaborative
effort within the watershed has started to minimize the spread of
HWA using an integrated management approach.
Hemlock Hedgerow Plantings
This past May the City of Syracuse Water Department, Onondaga
Crews plant hemlock hedgerow trees near Skaneateles Lake
County Soil and Water, Cornell University Cooperative Extension
(CCE) of Onondaga County, and several volunteers planted one
hundred hemlock trees in the Skaneateles Lake Watershed. These trees ranged from four to twelve feet in
height and were planted in a hedgerows. These hedgerows were planted throughout several locations in the
watershed and will serve as habitats for HWA and their biological controls.
Biocontrol Release
Mark Whitmore, Entomologist with Cornell University has released two species
of predatory insects to control the population of HWA in the south end of the
watershed. Years of research have been conducted prior to the release of the
predatory insects. Laricobius nigrinus beetles prey solely upon HWA, and have
produced positive results in other areas in the eastern United States where
they have been released. Leucopis argenticollis flies are native to the Pacific
Northwest and this study will determine if they can be established.
Monitoring
Monitoring of the hemlock trees has been identified as a high priority for the
Hemispherical photo analysis maps the
quality of the watershed. CCE Onondaga changes in canopy cover over time.
and Master Watershed Stewards are
actively involved in monitoring the hemlock canopy cover with
hemispherical photography to detect the changes in canopy cover
over time at three locations with high concentrations of hemlocks in
areas and have not been infested with HWA.
Starting in January, CCE Onondaga will once again be holding a
series of hemlock hikes throughout the Skaneateles Lake Watershed.
These hikes will take place at the Bahar Nature Preserve, High Vista
Nature Preserve and Bear Swamp State Forest. The hemlock hikes
are open to the public. Attendees will learn how to identify hemlock
trees and HWA, as well as methods for control. Visit our website at
Hikers observe HWA infested trees at Bahar Nature
cceonondaga.org for updates, or subscribe to our mailing lists.
Preserve. Photo by Hilary Mosher.

Get outside with the Finger Lakes Land Trust!
Edie Jodz, Finger Lakes Land Trust

High Vista Nature Preserve

The 135-acre High Vista Preserve is located
in the town of Scott in Cortland County. This
preserve includes a 1.1 mile loop trail which
meanders through an open hardwood forest,
traversing numerous seeps and springs.
One hundred years ago, this property may
have been devoid of trees, but time has
changed the landscape. Bare fields have
been replaced by the lovely forest high
above the shores of Skaneateles Lake
which is enjoyed by many residents and
visitors all year round.

Bahar Nature Preserve and
Carpenter’s Falls

Vincent Hill Road at High Vista, Photo by John Sutton

Bahar Nature Preserve and Carpenter’s Falls are located in the town of Niles in Cayuga County and
offer an 87-acre corridor of protected forest along Bear Swamp Creek, which includes a 1.6 mile hiking
trail. In 2008, the Land Trust transferred 36 acres to New York State, creating the Carpenter’s Falls State
Unique Area. The remaining 51 acres of land, downstream towards the lake, will continue to be managed
as the Land Trust’s Bahar Nature Preserve. The Land Trust
cooperatively manages the site with the state with volunteers
who help to take care of this special place. A section of the
Bahar Preserve trail includes a 65-foot crescent of lakeshore
– a secluded place to relax and appreciate the beauty of
Skaneateles Lake.
These two preserves are a key part of a growing greenbelt
of preserved land around the southern end of Skaneateles
Lake. For more information and directions to these
preserves, visit the Land Trust’s web site at www.fllt.org

The Finger Lakes Land Trust protects over 17,000 acres of
our region’s beloved forests, fields, wetlands, streams, and
lakeshores. The Land Trust today owns and manages a
network of 36 conservation areas that are open to the public,
with three located in the Skaneateles Lake watershed. All
nature preserves and public conservation areas are open
for quiet, unobtrusive nature observation and low-impact
recreational activities such as walking, hiking, snowshoeing,
and cross-country skiing.
Please note: High Vista is closed to the public through December 22 for the Land
Trust’s deer management program.
Carpenter’s Falls, frozen. Photo by Bill Hecht

Skaneateles Lake Watershed Agricultural Program Updates
Ryan Cunningham, Onondaga County Soil & Water

Stormwater Management & Reinforced Waterways
A warm and dry end to the summer provided ideal conditions for the
construction of soil management practices in the Skaneateles Lake
Watershed. Reinforced waterways were implemented at the Greenfield
Crop Farm and at the Lockwood Farm, both located on the west side of
the lake.
Rills eroded into cropland.

Turf reinforcement mat for a grassed
waterway.

After an unusually wet June with high
intensity storms, much of the cropland in
the watershed and the rest of the county
suffered varying degrees of rill and gully
erosion. With some quick site planning and
calmer weather, SLWAP staff were able
to implement two cost-effective projects
with the goal of stabilizing cropland soil
and providing a safe and stable outlet for
stormwater.

A majority of the cropland in the watershed is located on steep topography
making construction of grassed waterways challenging. Fast moving runoff
can reach damaging velocities, making it not economically nor geographically
feasible to haul truckloads of rock to every waterway site. An alternative
Waterway after turf reinforcement.
plan was selected for both projects to address both the cost and the remote
site location. A turf reinforcement mat was installed in the center line of both
waterways in an effort to stabilize high velocity runoff events. This material can be handled manually and
is extremely quick to install. Once pinned to the ground, the mat is backfilled with soil and hydro-seeded to
create a dense sod layer capable of effectively routing stormwater. These soil management practices will
help to reduce nutrient and sediment runoff into nearby tributaries.

Skaneateles Lake Association Boat Stewards
Wrap Up Another Successful Summer
Each summer, CCE Onondaga trains a crew of Skaneateles
Lake Association Boat Stewards to inspect incoming
and outgoing vessels at four different boat launches on
Skaneateles Lake. The stewards educate boaters on the
dangers of aquatic invasive plants and how to remove
vegetation from vessels when found.
The Skaneateles Lake Association stewards provide an
integral service to the health of the watershed by preaching
the “Clean, Drain, Dry” values and warning boaters of the
dangers of aquatic invasive species.
Boat stewards patrol boat launch sites at the Skaneateles
Marina, NYSDEC Launch in Mandana, and Town of Scott
Park launch from Memorial Day to Labor Day.

Boat Inspections by the Numbers
3608 Total Boats Inspected
961 Fishing, 2647 Recreation

Total Boats with Vegetation: 83 (2.3%)
60 at Glen Haven Launch
6 at Mandana Launch
17 at Scott Launch
37% of boats arrived from other water bodies than
Skaneateles Lake, including Owasco, Cayuga, Otisco
and Oneida Lakes.

Boat Steward statistics graciously provided by Buzz
Roberts, Skaneateles Lake Association and CCE Master
Watershed Steward.
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Sign-up for the Electronic Wave Reviews to learn more about your Skaneateles Lake Watershed!
Visit CCEonondaga.org

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Onondaga County and the City of Syracuse Department of Water partner to provide watershed
education within the Skaneateles Lake Watershed. Watershed residents play a vital role in protecting the quality (and associated
beauty) of Skaneateles Lake. Cooperative Extension provides residents with the latest tools and resources to help protect Skaneateles’
pristine water quality. This newsletter was compiled and edited by Cornell University Cooperative Extension of Onondaga County. If you
have specific water quality questions please contact CCE Onondaga at 315.424.9485 or visit: www.cceonondaga.org.

This newsletter is a summary
of important issues and events
in the Skaneateles Lake
Watershed pertinent to the
City of Syracuse Department of
Water’s watershed protection
and water quality management
programs. This newsletter
was compiled and edited by
Cornell University Cooperative
Extension of Onondaga County.
Funding for Cornell Cooperative
Extension Water Quality
Education is provided by the
City of Syracuse Department of
Water.

Helpful Contacts
Cayuga County Health Department			

315-253-1560

Cayuga County Soil & Water Conservation District		

315-252-2171

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Onondaga County

315-424-9485

Cortland County Health Department			

607-753-5036

Cortland County Soil & Water Conservation District

607-756-5991

NYS DEC Syracuse (Permits)			

315-426-7438

NYS DEC Spill Prevention and Response		

800-457-7362

NYS DEC Petroleum Bulk Storage Help Line

518-402-9543

NYS DEC Cortland County (Permits)				

607-753-3095

Onondaga County Health Department		

315-435-6600

Onondaga County Soil & Water Conservation District

315-457-0325

Skaneateles Lake Watershed Agricultural Program

315-457-0325

Funding for Cornell Cooperative
Extension Water Quality Education
in the Skaneateles Lake Watershed
is provided by the City of Syracuse
Department of Water.
Cornell Cooperative Extension is an equal opportunity program and employment provider.
If you need special assistance, please contact our office at 315-424-9485.

