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CCE Onondaga and Partners Successfully Establish Insectaries in the 
Skaneateles Lake Watershed Roy Widrig, CCE Onondaga

Skaneateles Lake Wave Reviews
Summer 2015

Hemlock woolly adelgid (HWA) has been 
found extensively along the southern 
shoreline of Skaneateles Lake. In May, 
100 hemlock trees were planted in the 
Skaneateles Lake Watershed to grow 
populations of biological controls to 
combat the spread of HWA. The trees 
will be used as an insectary, where HWA 
will be introduced to feed populations of 
predator insects. These biologic controls 
will only feed on HWA and will naturally 
spread to control infestations in the 
watershed.

In larger trees, HWA will be introduced 
in winter 2016, and the biological 
controls will be introduced the following 
fall or spring. Mark Whitmore of Cornell 
University has released experimental 
biological controls along the western 

shoreline of Skaneateles Lake, which is 
the most heavily infested area. 

This project would not have been 
possible without the efforts of the City 
of Syracuse Water Department and 
the Onondaga County Soil & Water 
Conservation District. During this large 
planting effort, CCE Onondaga was 
fortunate to have many volunteers 
including Bob Duckett, Tracy Yardley, 
Randy Nonemacher, Joe Cobb, John 
Sutton, Eva Sztechmiler and Nate 
Hudson; as well as the generous use of 
space, equipment and time by Roger and 
Bill Head. Land owners John Coughlin, 
as well as the Scholl and Stinson families 
generously dedicated private land in 
order to establish these insectaries. 

Upper Left: CCE Onondaga staff and City Water crews finish off plantings.
Lower Left: Volunteers and CCE Staff pose after a long day of maintenance.

Middle: City Water Crews unload 12’ trees off flatbed on day one. 
Right: Beetles being released on an infested hemlock by 

Mark Whitmore and Ky Barnett of Cornell University.



Badman Dairy Farm Runoff Management & Reinforced Waterway
Ryan Cunningham, Skaneateles Lake Watershed Agricultural Program

Implementation of water quality improvement projects 
continued into the autumn months for the Skaneateles 
Lake Watershed Agricultural Program. Recently, a barnyard 
runoff management project (below) and a reinforced grassed 
waterway (right) were installed at the Badman Dairy Farm in the 
Town of Niles. 

The barnyard project focused on a heavy use area protection 
for transition zones near the dairy facility. The landowners 
use a traditional concrete barnyard for animal feeding and 
manure loading during wet times of the year, however steep 
slopes mixed with precipitation increase manure runoff from 
areas adjacent to the barnyard. The new gravel heavy use area provides for the safe transition of animals to pasture 
while giving the landowners a solid surface to clean while collecting manure. Ultimately, this allows better manure 
management and reduces barnyard runoff into nearby tributaries.

A reinforced waterway was also implemented on the farm in an effort to convey stormwater runoff into road ditches 
while reducing crop field erosion. Reinforced matting was used to stabilize the soil which reduces cost by avoiding 
expensive rock rip rap placement. Photos by Ryan Cunningham.

2014 Skaneateles Lake Boat Stewards 
Results

In the summer of 2014, a team of eight Skaneateles area conservation-
minded stewards inspected incoming and outgoing boats at four 
Skaneateles Lake launches to remove vegetation and educate boaters on 
the dangers of moving invasive weeds between water bodies.

The Skaneateles Lake Association’s (SLA) boat stewards provide a pivotal 
service to enduring the pristine water quality of the lake, preaching the 
“Clean, Drain and Dry” values and warning boaters of new state legislation 
prohibiting the spread of invasive aquatic plants. 

SLA boat stewards can be found throughout the watershed from Memorial 
Day to Labor Day at boat launches at the Skaneateles Marina, NYS DEC 
launch in Mandana, and at the Town of Scott Park Launch.

Boat Inspections by the Numbers

2796 Total Boats Inspected
825 Fishing, 1971 Recreation 

Total Boats with Vegetation: 45 (1.6%)
22 at Glen Haven Launch

6 at Mandana Launch
17 at Scott Launch

27% of boats arrived from other waterbodies, 
including Owasco, Little York, Cayuga, Otisco and 

Oneida Lakes.

Boat Steward statistics graciously provided by Buzz 
Roberts, Skaneateles Lake Association and CCE 

Master Watershed Steward.

Barnyard prior to improvements. Barnyard after improvements.



Buy Local.  Buy Onondaga Grown.
Erin Hull, CCE Onondaga

The Onondaga Agriculture Council, in partnership with local 
media outlets, has launched the campaign that runs from 
June 2015 through September 2015. Through TV, radio, and 
outdoor advertising, you’ll learn about all the goodness grown 
right here in Onondaga County: fruits, vegetables, meat, dairy 
products, maple products, honey, and more.  All radio, TV ads, 
and billboards encourage our community to “Buy Local. Buy 
Onondaga Grown.” wherever they shop or dine. 

When most residents picture Onondaga County, they envision downtown Syracuse, restaurants and bars… not the 
over 700 farms on our landscape.  We are a county blessed with both an urban core, and a rural border.  We are also 
one of the most diverse counties in all of New York State when it comes to the agriculture products we produce.  You 
can find meat, fruit, honey, maple, veggies and many more all 
grown within 20 miles of the metropolitan area.  

When it’s grown that close to home, it’s fresher.  And FRESH 
tastes better!  Plus, by choosing Onondaga Grown products, 
you’re supporting our county’s family farms and $152 million 
agriculture economy.  Supporting these farms helps to protect 
and preserve our existing farmland, keeping the landscape that 
we know and love.  The beauty of this campaign is that it makes 
shopping for Onondaga Grown products easy.  Just look for the 
“Buy Local. Onondaga Grown” sticker at local grocers, convenience stores, farmers market booths, restaurants and 
shops. If you’re an agriculture producer in Onondaga County or know of a producer in Onondaga County that would 
like to participate in the campaign, please contact Sara Cooper by email at saracooper@iheartmedia.com. 
Strawberry photo by Deb Groom.

What Can We Do to Save Our Ash Trees?
Kim Zhang, CCE Onondaga

As many of you may know, the Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) was confirmed 
in Central New York in 2013, and is rapidly expanding its range.  When 
EAB wipes out ash trees, we can expect dramatic impacts to forest 
composition, ecosystems, and economies.  To ensure we have a strong 
stock of ash trees for future replanting, ash seeds need to be collected 
and preserved.  Seeds can stay viable up to hundreds of years under 
the right conditions through a seed bank, where seeds are stored in a 
dormant state.  Seed banks were created in efforts to protect against 
a plant species’ extinction and to provide a source of seeds should it 
become essential to reintroduce and conserve a plant species.  

In efforts to defend against the potential extinction of ash trees, the Mid-
Atlantic Regional Seed Bank (MARS-B), in partnership with various federal 
organizations, created an Ash Seed Bank in 2014.  Cornell Cooperative 
Extension of Onondaga County will be collaborating with MARS-B to host 
a workshop on ash seed collection September 29th at SUNY-ESF. Please 
contact Jessi Lyons, jel264@cornell.edu, for more information on how to 
scout ash trees and collect seeds in your area. 

Ash seed photo by Keith Kanoti, Maine Forest 
Services  via Bugwood.com.



Helpful Contacts
Cayuga County Health Department         315-253-1405
Cayuga County Soil & Water Conservation District  315-252-4171
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Onondaga County             315-424-9485
Cortland County Health Department         607-753-5036
Cortland County Soil & Water Conservation District             607-756-5991
NYS DEC Compliance (Permits)                     607-753-3095
NYS DEC Spill Prevention and Response         800-457-7362
NYS DEC Petroleum Bulk Storage Help Line                   518-402-9543
NYS Parks and Recreation               800-456-2267
Onondaga County Health Department                 315-435-3252
Onondaga County Soil & Water Conservation District            315-457-0325
Skaneateles Lake Watershed Agricultural Program             315-457-0325
Syracuse Water Department (Skaneateles)          315-685-6486

 This newsletter was edited by Roy Widrig and Jessi Lyons of 
Cornell University Cooperative Extension of Onondaga County. 

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an equal opportunity program and employment provider. 
If you need special assistance, please contact our office at 315-424-9485.

Funding for Cornell Cooperative Extension programs in the Skaneateles Lake Watershed 
is provided by the City of Syracuse Department of Water.


