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Be on the lookout this summer for aquatic invasive species 
Roy Widrig, CCE Onondaga

Summer is finally here and recreation is in full swing on Skaneateles Lake. In order to keep the quality of the lake pristine, 
proactive monitoring for aquatic invasive species can aid in early detection and eradication of many nuisance plants. While 
there is always the threat of spreading Eurasian watermilfoil or water chestnut, there are new invasive species to consider 
that may pose a threat to the Skaneateles Lake. Infestations of Starry Stonewort, Carolina Fanwort and Water Lettuce 
may cause issues with habitat and aesthetics while out-competing native vegetation, reducing aquatic plant diversity and 
limiting food sources for aquatic life and waterfowl.  

Carolina Fanwort Cabomba carolinian
Native to: South America, Southern 
United States
Invasive to: slow-moving water, 10-33’
Identification: Fanwort is a 
submerged plant in slow or stagnant 
water, 2” branching leaves fan out 
from main stem with small, yellow-
centered white flower that breaks the 
water’s surface
Threats: Fanwort can form very dense 
mats interfering with recreation, 
clogging water intake systems, and 
spreads easily by fragmentation.

Water Lettuce Pistia stratiotes
Native to: Florida, American tropics
Invasive to: Lakes, ponds, canals
Identification: Soft, thick rosettes 
without stems, resembling a head of 
lettuce, covered in short hairs
Threats: Limits recreation and lake 
productivity by covering water’s 
surface and degrades water quality 
by blocking sunlight, reducing 
oxygen levels and preventing growth 
of submerged aquatic plants, blocks 
access to water that wildlife depend 
on for habitat, shelter and nesting. 

Starry Stonewort Nitella obtrusa
Native to: Europe & Western Asia
Invasive to: Slow rivers and lakes 
under 30’ depth 
Identification: Form is similar to 
aquatic grasses, distinguished by 
white, star-shaped bulbis which 
anchors the algae to substrate, 
resembling native Chara 
Threats: Forms impenetrable mats 
along lake bottoms, reducing fish 
spawning habitats by growing on 
rocks, outcompetes native grasses 
and algaes.

Fanwort photo by Graves Lovell, Alabama DCNR. Watter Lettuce photo by Leslie J. Mehroff, UCONN. 
Starry stonewort photo by Minnesota DNR. Photos obtained from Bugwood.org and Invasive.org. 
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Heavy Use Area Protection at Birdsall Beef Farm
Contributed by Ryan Cunningham, Onondaga County SWCD

Feed storage areas on farms are typically heavily trafficked areas, subject 
to erosion and muddy conditions that often lead to nutrient runoff into 
adjacent waterways. Recently, the SLWAP staff focused on identifying a 
stable and easily accessible area to relocate a feed storage area on the 
Birdsall Beef Farm. 

Previously, bagged corn silage was stockpiled in a wet area within close 
proximity to an ephemeral stream, often leading to saturation and leaching 
conditions in the spring. These areas become hard to clean, can lead to 
excessive feed loss, and can cause high nutrient runoff. 

An old foundation area was chosen as an improved location for feed storage. 
The area was resurfaced with a compacted gravel layer and designed to shed 
precipitation and road water runoff down through a large pasture and away 
from water sources. The old site was abandoned and reseeded as a grassy 
riparian area. The new site now allows for better site management, reduced 
nutrient runoff, and savings in feed costs due to reduced spoilage.

CCE Onondaga to host Shorescaping Workshop in August
Water quality preservation goes far beyond best management practices for farms and developed areas within 
a watershed. In a sensitive system such as Skaneateles Lake, water quality concerns can be addressed along 
the shoreline and across the lawns leading to the lake. It is important for homeowners to know what they 
can do to preserve water quality on their own property 
by implementing erosion-resistant structure along the 
shoreline, on camp roads and along tributaries that enter 
the lake. 

Maintenance of a lake shoreline by structuring with native 
emergent plant species can go a long way in preventing 
erosion. Shoreline plants hold tight to saturated soil and 
dampen wave energy, resisting erosion to the shore. 
These plants also provide habitat for wildlife including 
birds, amphibians and fish while absorbing nutrients 
and sediment from yard runoff. Native plants such as 
pickerelweed and arrowhead can provide a pleasing 
aesthetic component to a shoreline with bright flowers 
and lush foliage.      

Streambanks of tributaries entering Skaneateles Lake are also sources of erosion and sedimentation in the 
lake. Unlike shoreline erosion however, streambank erosion tends to happen much quicker and on a larger 
scale. Erosion can be prevented or mitigated by using biological methods, such as cuttings of willows and 
dogwood which can root easily and quickly stabilize a bank. Root wads and rock vanes can also be used to 
redirect water causing erosional problems at the toe of slopes, and also provide extra habitat for stream life. 

Aside from the above options, there are many directions homeowners can take to avoid erosion on their 
property. On August 19th, CCE Onondaga will be hosting a “Shorescaping with Native Vegetation” workshop. 
Attendees will learn about ways to prevent erosion on their shoreline, streamsides and camp roads by 
utilizing living landscapes. A short field session will follow where attendees can observe the installation 
of erosion control practices. Registration is required and can be found at www. cceonondaga.org or by 
contacting rlw294@cornell.edu.  This will be a free workshop. 

Poorly maintained roads and shorelines can lead to destruction of 
docks and other structures.
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Finger Lakes Land Trust Secures Conservation Easement 
in the Skaneateles Lake Watershed

Contributed by Edie Jodz, Finger Lakes Land Trust

The Finger Lakes Land Trust has accepted the donation of a conservation easement in the town of Niles 
from David and Francie Pringle. The easement protects 200 acres in the scenic highlands above the west 
side of Skaneateles Lake with significant frontage on State Route 41A, as well as frontage on Glen Haven and 
Bear Swamp Road.  It is located within an area recognized as a priority project within New York State’s Open 
Space Plan. 

The Land Trust has been actively protecting land at the south end of Skaneateles Lake through its 
Skaneateles Highlands Protection Project, aiming to create a greenbelt extending from State Route 41 on 
the east side of the lake to State Route 41A on the west side. The Land Trust’s High Vista Preserve and 
Hinchcliff Family Preserve are key components of the greenbelt on the east side of the lake.

On the west side, the Pringle property joins a group of other protected lands, including Bear Swamp State 
Forest, Carpenter Falls State Unique Area, the Bahar Nature Preserve and another property secured by a 
conservation easement held by the Land Trust. 

Perhaps the crown jewel is the 
4,505 foot stretch of Bear Swamp 
Creek that flows through the 
property, the largest tributary 
feeding into Skaneateles Lake. 
Originating in Bear Swamp State 
Forest the creek meanders through 
New Hope and then drops steeply 
down to the lake. The creek harbors 
native brook trout and attracts a 
variety of other wildlife, including 
mink, fishers, otters, and beavers. 

In recent years, the Pringles have 
taken steps to restore wildlife 
habitat and remove invasive species on the property. The couple have planted native grasses to provide 
cover for deer and ground-nesting birds. Working with the federal government’s Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS), they are managing these meadows to sustain the nesting period for songbirds 
that rely on grasslands for breeding. As a result, the songbird population on the property has skyrocketed 
since this management plan was put in place. Holland Gregg, President of the FLLT Board of Directors and 
Skaneateles resident, said, “The Land Trust and naturalists throughout the Finger Lakes are forever indebted 
to the Pringles for their efforts to protect the scenic highlands and preserve wildlife in the fragile watershed 
of Skaneateles Lake.”  

The FLLT protects over 17,000 acres of our region’s forests, fields, wetlands, streams, and lakeshores. 
Today, the FLLT owns and manages a network of 36 conservation areas that are open to the public and 
holds conservation easements on more than 100 properties that remain in private ownership. The Land 
Trust focuses on protecting critical habitat and water resources, connecting conserved lands, and keeping 
prime farmland in agriculture; as well as holding programs to educate local governments, landowners, and 
the community about conservation. 
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Helpful Contacts
Cayuga County Health Department         315-253-1405
Cayuga County Soil & Water Conservation District  315-252-4171
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Onondaga County 315-424-9485
Cortland County Health Department         607-753-5036
Cortland County Soil & Water Conservation District 607-756-5991
NYS DEC Compliance (Permits)         607-753-3095
NYS DEC Spill Prevention and Response                     800-457-7362
NYS DEC Petroleum Bulk Storage Help Line                               518-402-9543
NYS Parks and Recreation         800-456-2267
Onondaga County Health Department      315-435-3252
Onondaga County Soil & Water Conservation District 315-457-0325
Skaneateles Lake Watershed Agricultural Program   315-457-0325
Syracuse Water Department (Skaneateles)        315-685-6486

 This newsletter was edited by Roy Widrig and Katherine Korba of 
Cornell University Cooperative Extension of Onondaga County. 

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an equal opportunity program and employment provider. 
If you need special assistance, please contact our office at 315-424-9485.

Funding for Cornell Cooperative Extension programs in the 
Skaneateles Lake Watershed 

is provided by the City of  Syracuse Department of  Water.
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Sign-up for the Electronic Wave Reviews to learn more about your Skaneateles Lake Watershed 

visit www.CCEonondaga.org
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