
4-H Record Books and Project Books 

 

 4-H Experience Record and Individual Project notebooks organize all of a 

member’s activities and information in one spot.  Having a notebook makes it 

easier to find information you’re looking for as well as compiling a history of the 

member’s 4-H career. 

 

WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE? 

 Individual project books are binders that are only devoted to one project such as an 

animal project (sheep, dog, horse, etc.) or any other 4-H approved project such as photography 

or sewing. Members can only submit one individual project notebook for judging. 

 A 4-H Experience or Record Notebook is a binder containing a history of 

everything the 4-H member has done that year.  It contains ALL projects and records done by 

the member including club activities and projects, any animal projects and records, awards, 

news articles, etc. 

 

INDIVIDUAL PROJECT BOOKS: WHAT DO THEY CONTAIN? 

1.  The binder must have a creative, colorful front cover containing the member’s name, the 

project’s name and the year.  Neatness and creativity are important. 

2.  The first page inside is called the cover page.  It needs to include the member’s name, 

project name, club or lone member status and the year.  It serves the same function as a title 

page in a book. It is similar to the outer cover, should be neat and have “eye” appeal/creativity. 

3.  The second page is a Summary page.  This is simply a neatly typed or printed list of all 

activities that the member has participated in during the project year.  It needs to be in 

chronological order from first activity to last activity. 

4.  The next pages are all devoted to documenting the project.  They should include any activity 

sheets, information and photos or pictures that would show what the member has learned 

during the project.  All of these pages should be also in chronological order. Project record 



sheets at the club level must be signed by the club leader.  Photos, when possible, should be 

included and they MUST be captioned.  Captioning should explain in words what the photo 

shows.  Captions are generally descriptive sentences rather than just one word. There are times 

when one word is an appropriate caption but, again, it needs to capture the essence of the 

photo. 

5.  Project record sheets need to be included and as complete as possible. Many animal project 

record sheets/books cannot be totally completed until after County Fair but ALL projects, 

animal and others, should have as complete a record as possible. For example, in animal 

projects, feed records should be complete other than July as well as all other expenses, etc. Any 

thank you notes should also be included. 

6.  Any awards, certificates, and ribbons can be put into the binder following the records. 

Ribbons should be secured (double sided tape?) into the binder without the string.  Ribbons 

should not be sticking out of the binder.  Everything should be neatly labeled.  If including news 

articles, highlight your name so your part is obvious. 

7.  A personal story about the project must be included.  Personal stories are narratives that 

describe the member’s “journey” through the project.  They are written in paragraph form and 

will be judged for age appropriateness. For example, an older teen will be expected to write 

much more than a nine year old.  No personal stories should be longer than two sides of a piece 

of paper. Stories should be neatly written or typed, easily read and understood, and be 

mechanically correct (punctuation, capital letters, etc.) 

 

4-H EXPERIENCE RECORD NOTEBOOKS:  WHAT DO THEY CONTAIN? 

 

1.  The binder outer cover needs to include the member’s name, club name and the current 

year.  It needs to be neat, creative and colorful. 

2.  The first page is a cover page, similar to a title page in a book.  It contains the member’s 

name, club and the number of years the member has been in 4-H.  It needs to be neat and 

should have elements of color or creativity. 

3.  The second page is a Table of Contents.  This page lists the contents of the book in 

chronological order. The rest of the items in the notebook should be in the binder in the same 

order as they are listed in the Table of Contents.  Page numbers are not necessary. 



4. The remainder of the notebook shows the knowledge and skills gained by the member.  It 

includes the activities and projects that the member was involved in during the year.  It must 

include:  

 ** project records that are neat, complete and signed by the club/project leader. For 

example, if a member does craft projects plus an animal project, both records need to be 

included in this Experience Record notebook. Projects at the club level must have a leader 

signature.  

  ** captioned photos of activities and projects, news articles of club activities (highlight 

your name) 

 **  a short personal story that describes the year experienced by the member.  It is a 

personal narrative written in paragraph form that describes the member’s year in 4-H. It will be 

judged for age appropriateness. For example, an older teen will be expected to write a longer, 

more detailed narrative than a younger member. No personal story should be longer than 2 

sides of a piece of paper. Stories should be neatly written or typed, easily read and understood 

and be mechanically correct (punctuation, capital letters, etc.). 

5.  Only the current 4-H year will be judged at County Fair, however the binder can contain 

multiple years. If there are multiple years in one binder, the current year should be on top. Each 

year should be separated by subject dividers and labeled with the year each contains. 

6.  Neatness is extremely important as well as appropriate use of color and creativity.  All 

photos must be captioned appropriately and the notebook must be clearly documented and 

easily understood. 

 

HOW DO I GET A BLUE RIBBON BOOK? 

A blue ribbon notebook needs to: 

 ** Look neat and attractive and show that the member has made an effort to  

      do quality work. Neatness is essential. 

 ** Contain all items that will be judged.  

 ** Photos of the member of some or all projects should be included. They must be 

    captioned. 


