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Great speakers, such as Abraham Lincoln, John F. Kennedy, and Martin Luther
King, Jr. had the ability to accomplish great things because they knew how to
deliver their message in a way that made people want to Listen. To most people,
the thought of preparing a speech and delivering it to an audience is often
considered a fate worse than death. However, 4-H members have an advantage in
public speaking because they are given the opportunity to develop and hone their
speaking and communication skills through the Public Presentations Program.

4-H Public Presentations is a nationally recognized element of the Cornell
Cooperative Extension 4-H Youth Development Program. This public speaking
event is one of 4-H's most beneficial and rewarding experiences. It is the program
most often credited by 4-H alumni as having given them an edge above their peers
in both college and professional careers.
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Through a progressive series of communication activities, youth develop poise; gain
self-confidence before a group; learn to express ideas clearly; learn how to respond
spontaneously to questions; and gain subject matter knowledge.

4-H Public Presentations is a progressive program that allows youth participants the
opportunity to advance to more challenging levels of evaluation through a
coordinated series of events, each taking place in a different setting. Each time
a presenter is evaluated, they then have an opportunity to fine-
tune their presentation before taking it to the next level.  The
higher a participant advances, the more competitive the program
becomes. It is through the evaluation process that 4-H members experience
mastery, gain valuable skills in listening to the recommendations of others, and
continue to develop confidence in themselves.

· Level 1: 4-H CLUB Presentations - 4-H members begin their
public speaking training at the club level by selecting a topic of interest,
preparing a presentation and then delivering it to their peers during a 4-H
club meeting.
· Level 2: COUNTY Public Presentations - all 4-H'ers (5-19) are
then invited to give their presentation to a community audience at a county-
wide event in front of trained volunteer evaluators. The evaluators
constructively critique each presentation, using the Danish System as the
primary method of evaluation, and provide positive feedback as well as
suggestions for improvement.
· Level 3: DISTRICT Public Presentations - Those youth (9 & up)
who demonstrate the readiness for a more challenging presentation, may be
given an opportunity to advance to the next level - District (Regional) 4-H
Public Presentations. At this level, using the same - but more polished -
presentation, presenters speak to a moving audience in a public venue,
once again being critiqued by trained Evaluators.Please Note: Advancing to
the District Presentations is a progressive process and therefore is
evaluated on a higher standard than at the county level.
· Level 4: NYS 4-H Public Presentations Event - Each year,
three 4-H teens (ages 13 & up) from every county in New York, who have
demonstrated exceptional public presentation skills, are selected to advance
to the highest level, and give their presentation at the NYS Public
Presentations Event. Please Note: Advancing to NYS Presentations is a
progressive process and therefore is evaluated on even a higher standard
than at the District Level.

TYPES of 4-H PUBLIC PRESENATIONS

Demonstration (Show How) - Presenter shows, one step at a time, how to
do, make, or prepare something based on a topic or subject from a 4-H project or
from general interests and activities. Usually includes a completed product and/or
posters, which list the ingredients or give background information. Some examples
may include how to lay out a pattern; how to juggle; how to use the internet; how to
sort and do laundry, etc.



Illustrated Talk - The presenter tells a story, or informs audience about
something. Usually explains a process, trip, activity or event accompanied by
visuals such as a poster series, overheads, slides, power point, books, pictures,
models or other illustrations. Presenter may use visual aids to tell about the topic.
Some examples may include telling & showing the importance of good nutrition;
telling & showing about fishing; telling & showing about quilts, etc.

Dramatic Interpretation (Creative Communication) - Presenter delivers
a re-enactment of a piece of scripted material taken from plays, movies or
monologues. Original pieces are acceptable with PRIOR approval from 4-H
Educator. Vocal inflection, body language, mood and tone are used as primary
communication tools.  Props and costume should be used but not distract from the
strength of the presenter.  Memorization is expected; but notes are permitted.
Example may include 'Romeo & Juliet' monologue.

Recitation (Creative Communication) - Presenter delivers a piece of pre-
written material (No original pieces). Vocal inflection, body language, mood and
tone are used as primary communication tools. Props may NOT be used but
presenter may use appropriate clothing to subtly represent the mood, however,
"full-on costumes" are not permitted. Example may include 'The Gettysburg
Address'.

Team Presentation - Given by two or more presenters. All presenters should
participate equally in preparing and presenting the information, including the
question and answer period. Please contact the 4-H office to make sure the
category chosen allows for a team presentation.

It is important to remember that the age and experience level of the individual youth
should match up.  A 12 year old who has completed 4 previous presentations will
be expected to present at a higher level than a 16 year old presenting for the first
time.  Evaluators take age and prior experience in to account when evaluating.

When are Public Presentations?

The County Public Presentations events take place in March of each year. This is
the only month that county level presentations will be evaluated. The 4-H office
makes every effort to accommodate all presenters by offering multiple evaluation
sites, as well as make-ups should they be necessary. The District event is held the
last week of April or the first week of May each year. The state level event
traditionally is held in August.

How do I put together a Presentation?

Your 4-H Staff Rep and the 4-H Office will be happy to supply you with the
resources to plan and organize a public presentation. Rules and guidelines for all
categories are available, for the county, district and state levels. You can also
check out the NYS 4-H website where they have video examples of each type of
presentation.
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Cloverbuds are always encouraged to participate in all events whenever
appropriate. Public Presentations offers an incredible experience to gain self-
confidence in public speaking. Cloverbuds will not be evaluated using the Danish
system, they will be given positive feedback from their evaluators and awarded a
participation ribbon.

Cloverbuds can enter any of the above categories, however demonstrations seem
to be the easiest and most comfortable for them. As with 4-H'ers, the level of
presentation a cloverbud can deliver, depends on age and experience. Encourage
each member to participate in the program.

4-H Staff Reps are available to help come out to your club for a refresher on how to
do a Public Presentation. Please contact your Rep or the 4-H office for additional
Public presentation materials.

Please answer the following questions to receive credit for session 6.

What is the difference between a Demonstration and an Illustrated
Talk

Do you think your club will participate in Public Presentations this
year

Please email your response to mrr28@cornell.edu

Contact Us
CCE 4-H
18 Seward Avenue, Third Floor
Middletown, New York 10940
845.344.1234

CLOVERBUD FUN TALKS

CLOVERBUD FUN TALKS

Cornell University Cooperative Extension provides equal program and employment opportunities. 
Please contact our office if you have any special needs.
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