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THROUGH THE HEDGEROW: 
THE GARDENS AT COPPERHEADS 

 
By Sue Grumet, Master Gardener Volunteer 

 
Enchantment: The feeling you get in a garden that takes you under its spell. 
 
It takes a very special gardener to create this sensation, since it involves a conjuring of 
imagination, knowledge, and a touch of magic.  Try as one might, its essence can be elusive. 
Gardens in Great Britain seem to ooze enchantment through default, owing to misty views of 
ancient churches and castles. One may sometimes feel enchantment in older established 
gardens, yet there are talented designers who are able to invoke it in a mere season or two. 
And while the sensation of enchantment in a garden might be difficult to articulate, the feeling 
one experiences while in it is very real. Case in point are the gardens at Copperheads in Dover 
Plains.  
 

Perhaps it was the timing of our tour, which 
took place on a sunny morning in June 
after a night of heavy rain.  The grass was 
glistening, the plants were sparkling, and a 
soft mist lifted off the mountains in the 
distance.  While nature can take some of 
the credit that morning, acknowledgement 
must go to homeowner Jeanne Goodwin 
and her landscape gardener Amy Pelletier.  
These talented women have created 
garden rooms and experiences at 
Copperheads that are both memorable and 
beautiful. 
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First – a clarification of the garden’s name. Many of us were a little nervous about it, wondering 
if it was due to poisonous snakes on the property.  Jeanne Goodwin 
reassured us that it was her red-headed family, and not snakes, that 
were the “copperheads” that ran freely about. Nevertheless, in keeping 
with the theme, you will see custom ironworks of copperhead snakes 
adorning many of the structures on the house and in the garden. 
 
History 
Copperheads is an old farmstead with a storied history.  Years ago, when Jeanne and her 
family were doing renovations on the house, they discovered that the foundation was 
structurally unsound and would need to be replaced.  Their contractor recommended digging a 
new foundation behind the home and then rolling the Greek Revival house off the edge of the 
hill and on to the new footing.  During the course of reconstruction, the contractor discovered a 

time capsule nestled in one of the front porch columns.  Inside was a letter 
from the original owners, dating the house to 1845 and including some of the 
local papers of the day.  The letter explained how the family were original 
Dutch settlers known as the Defreets.  When the British took New York from 
the Dutch in the 1640’s, the family changed their surname to Deforest in order 
to assimilate with the new regime.   

 
In addition to the time capsule, the Goodwins also unearthed many artifacts when digging the 
new foundation.  Jeanne and her husband, Robert, have set up a museum of sorts in the 
basement which features the framed letter from the time capsule as well as the local 
newspapers that were included with it.  Displayed upon lighted shelves are the many fragments 
of pottery, tools, and implements that were excavated during the construction.  What is so 
wonderful about these displays is that Jeanne was able to find intact examples of the pottery 
from antique stores, and these are shown next to the fragments. 
 
Perennial Garden with Water Feature and Views 
To the right of the house is a two-level perennial garden accessed through a clipped evergreen 
hedge.  Amy Pelletier described this area as the newest garden to be developed on the 
farmstead.  Originally a service area, this piece of real estate was wasted as such, since it was 
one of the few places on the property that had an elevation with lovely views of woodlands and 
mountains.  With a little judicious clearing of trees, the women have transformed this area into 
the dramatic enclosed garden that it is today. 
 
The water feature garden contains several rare specimens, many that Jeanne and Amy have 
raised from seed.  There is an unusual yellow herbaceous peony here that was in bloom at the 
time of our visit. Other standouts are the freely-seeding Cow Parsley, Anthriscus sylvestris 
‘Ravenswing’, with deep purple leaves and pink-tinged flowers, as well as a golden-flowered 
Abutilon shrub that over-winters in the sunroom. Amy also pointed out the hardy Agapanthus 
that has been blooming and prospering (in zone 5!) alongside the collections of vintage roses, 

flowering shrubs, Clematis recta, and alliums. 
 
The lovely water garden is home to an assortment 
of frog families and contains water lilies and 
papyrus, both of which are not hardy and are 
brought inside for the winter.  The two sentinel dog 
statues placed here separate one level from the 
other and serve as the perfect brackets for this 
space and the extraordinary view behind it. 
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Parterre 
Located behind the house are the parterre gardens that are enclosed with beautifully crafted 
Chippendale-style fencing. Here Jeanne and Robert grow their edibles for the house, as well as 
herbs and ornamentals.  There are also two espaliered fruit trees on either side of the back door 
located adjacent to this fenced-in area. 
 

 
 
Laburnum Allee and Woodland Walk 

The woodland garden at Copperheads is enchantment on steroids.  
Walking through a laburnum allee (a work in progress that will be 
stunning when fully connected) one encounters the “Woodland Walk”.  
Here Jeanne and Amy have planted to best advantage almost every 
single Rock Star of the shade world. There are, of course, the 
requisite ferns, hosta, hellebores, and woodland peonies, but that is 
just the beginning!  Astilbe, Rodgersia, Bergenia, Polygonatum, 
Brunnera, Aruncus, Epimedium, Trilliums…. there is not enough 
space here to list the many varieties of shade perennials to be found 
in this garden.  Many are rare, and quite a few were started from seed 
in Jeanne’s basement, where shelves under grow-lights birth the cast 
of thousands that populate these gardens. 
 

The pathway through the Woodland Walk meanders around tall forest 
trees and shrubs, allowing the visitor different viewpoints to observe 
how the foliage and flowers relate to each other.  Usually shade gardens 
are all about foliage, but Jeanne and Amy have also managed to 
incorporate flowering and variegated plants to break up and brighten the 
forest floor, and the juxtapositions are pure serendipity.  To add to the 
ambiance, one will also find little fairy houses and whimsical accents 
that are tucked away, adding to the delight of discovery. 
 
Pool and Pergola 

Looking through the pergola and across the pool 
and lawn is a large island bed on a slope populated 
with rare evergreens and flowering trees. Here 
Jeanne and Amy have created another tapestry to 
be enjoyed while relaxing by the pool.  Variegated 
grasses (Miscanthus sinensis ‘Morning Light’) on 
either side of the pergola serve as punctuation 
points, visually directing one out from the pool 
house through the pergola and into the sunny 
expanse by the tranquil pool. 
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Conclusion 
What makes Copperheads so compelling and enchanting are the ways that Jeanne Goodwin 
and Amy Pelletier have combined and positioned plants, trees, and shrubs in each respective 
garden.  The effect looks effortless and the plant combinations work so well together - all while 
flowing seamlessly into their surroundings.  There is horticultural magic to be found in these 
gardens, which combine structure with a sprinkling of Wabi-sabi to shake things up and make it 
interesting.  Having said that, enchantment is a feeling that defies explanations. Woodland 
fairies, perhaps?  
 
“And above all, watch with glittering eyes the whole world around you because the greatest 
secrets are always hidden in the most unlikely places.  Those who don’t believe in magic will 
never find it” – Roald Dahl 
 
Photos courtesy of Grace Plaza and Sue Grumet, Master Gardener Volunteers 

 
 

A BOTANICAL CASE OF JEKYLL AND HYDE? 
 

By Georgette Weir, Master Gardener Volunteer 
 
When, on a recent walk in our neighborhood, my husband and I spotted this Alberta spruce with 
an emerging alternate personality, he confessed that it made 
him feel “uneasy.” 
 
Indeed, anyone who buys and wants the slow-growing, 
short-needled, dwarf Alberta spruce (Picea glauca 'Conica'), 
will likely greet the unexpected emergence of a branch of 
the more ambitious white spruce (Picea glauca) with 
surprise and alarm.  
 
Dwarf or variegated cultivars of conifers are often 
propagated from sports (mutations). These usually come 
from a single branch on a parent plant that has desirable 
characteristics vastly different from the parent plant. Such cultivars are often prone to 
‘reversion’, meaning that part or all of the plant reverts to the form of the parent plant. The 
reversion, which often grows more quickly than the cultivar, may take over the plant. Click here 
to read more about reversions.   
 
In this example case the white spruce was actually hidden in the genetic make-up of the Alberta 
spruce. Botanically we’re seeing case of cultivar reversion. A genetic mutation, or “sport” of a 
white spruce was spotted, collected, and subsequently cultivated for the nursery market by 
botanists John G. Jack and Alfred Rehder at Lake Laggan, Alberta, Canada, in 1904. These are 
the genetic basis for the form of the popular Alberta spruce we still enjoy today. Click here to 
read more about the history of this spruce.    
 
What to do? If you want to preserve your Alberta spruce, prune the reversion out as soon as 
you spot it. Your cultivar should then continue to grow with the preferred personality. 
 
Photo courtesy of the author. 
 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/news/understanding_tree_reversions
https://arboretum.harvard.edu/wp-content/uploads/Picea_glauca.pdf
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TAKE A WALK THROUGH DAYLILY HISTORY 
 

By Chris Ferrero, Master Gardener Volunteer 

 

 
 

This is the time of summer when I feel like I have to be out in the gardens every day to catch 
windows of bloom that sometimes speed by way too fast. 
 
That's especially true of daylilies.  Going out in the morning to pick off the spent blooms gives 
one the chance to admire their beauty as the season progresses. If you plant a diverse 
collection of Hemerocallis, you can enjoy a long season of color, with the first bloomers 
producing in early June all the way to some latecomers in August.   
 
Daylilies easily adapt to a wide variety of soil conditions, and can thrive in full sun or light shade.  
They're pretty free of disease and pest problems, other than deer attraction. Right about now it's 
easy to appreciate a major benefit of the species:  They tolerate drought and heat stress. 
 
Now is the height of the daylily season... and that's why it is the perfect time to visit the 
Daylily Walk at Berkshire Botanical Garden. 
 
BBG's Daylily Walk displays 200 cultivars of daylily planted along a gently curving path that 
literally takes you through history, because they are arranged in chronological order by their 
year of introduction, from 1893 to 2006. About a third predate 1970, making them historical 
cultivars according to the American Hemerocallis Society. 
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At the very top of the Walk is the wild orange species 
daylily Hemerocallis fulva, what many call the "tiger lily", 
which is the mama of them all. An eastern Asia native 
introduced by early European settlers, it quickly escaped 
into the wild and is considered invasive in many areas in 
the Northeast.  
 
Each cultivar is clearly labeled and the names 
themselves are arresting. They seem to get more 
creative as time goes on.  For example, some names 
suggest a cultivar's ancestry, or its type. Take the 
"spiders" along the walk, including Spider Miracle (1986), 
Wilson Spider (1987) and Itsy Bitsy Spider' (1990).  

 

Some names evoke other aspects of their birth date, like the perhaps-musically-inspired 
'Aquarius' (1972) and 'Purple Rain' (1995).  
 

And there are delicious-sounding names from the earliest 
'Apricot' (1893) to 'Lemon Crisp' and ‘Little Grapette' (both 
1970), 'Wineberry Candy', 'Lime Frost' and 'Almond Puff' (all 
1990), and 'White Lemonade' (1992).  So many sweetly-
named and delightful looking cultivars can make your mouth 
water.  

 
What fun it is to spot favorites in 
the walk-through timeline. I have 
always loved 'Hyperion' for its 
lemon color and beautiful 
fragrance. To find it midway 
down the path and discover it 
was introduced in 1921 gave it 
that much more value to me.  

  
If you visit the Daylily Walk, consider finding your birth year 
along the walk, and taking a photo with a cultivar from that 
year. If you can find this cultivar in a garden center or online, 
wouldn't it be terrific to add it to your home garden as a 
special celebration of, well, you? 

The Daylily Walk at Berkshire Botanical 
Garden in mid-June, with Alium ‘Globe- 
master' marking the path, awaiting the 
Hemerocallis show. By mid-July (photo 
at top), the show is spectacular. 

 

  'Kindly Light' (1949) ’Siloam Double Classic’ (1983) 

    'Paper Butterfly' (1983)     

 

'Symphony Stout' (1941)       
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COMMON ANNOYING DISEASES AND PESTS OF DECIDUOUS TREES 
  

By Joyce Tomaselli, CCEDC Community Horticulture Resource Educator 

This time each year, the MG Hotline receives calls from residents concerned about damaged 
leaves on their trees. Some trees, especially fruit trees such as apple and cherry, are showing 
damage caused by fungal diseases. The leaves have brown, black or purple spots, turn yellow 
and fall off.  Other trees have holes in their leaves from insects and caterpillars. The bad news 
is that there are concerns. The good news is that deciduous trees are pretty resilient. Damaged 
leaves are still producing nutrition even though they might not be as attractive in the landscape 
as desired. A single defoliation can kill some evergreens, but usually two or more severe 
defoliations are needed to kill hardwoods.  

Fungal diseases are often affected by weather. Some of the pathogens that cause diseases 
thrive in cool but humid weather, while others prefer heat and humidity. We can’t change the 
weather, but can take action to improve air circulation such as pruning crowded limbs and 
mowing tall weeds. The pathogens usually overwinter on fallen leaves 
and fruit, although sometimes they overwinter on bark or in the soil. 
Identifying the actual cause of any disease is key to understanding its 
effective control. But it’s always a good idea to rake up fallen leaves and 
fruit and dispose of them. Do not put them in your compost pile. It may 
not get hot enough to destroy the pathogens and may stay warm enough 
in the interior during the winter to allow them to survive.   

Holes in leaves from insects and caterpillars usually can be ignored. Most pests do little damage 
and help feed our birds. But there are a few exceptions which we receive calls about each year.  

Gypsy moth (Lymantria dispar) caterpillars can cause a lot of 
damage, especially when they persist in the same area for 
several years. This year we received less calls than usual, and 
did not see as much visible damage in areas where they have 
been previously abundant.    

Gypsy moth caterpillars hatch in April or May and feed on many 
types of trees especially ark, birch and poplar, for about seven 

weeks as they pass through their growth stages. They start out dark brown or black and are 
very hairy. As they reach maturity they have five pairs of blue spots followed by six pairs of red 
spots. Young caterpillars can be controlled by spraying but it’s difficult to be effective with large 
trees. Another simple control approach is to trap them. Older caterpillars move up into trees to 

“Chicago Regal' (1970), 'Almond Puff (1990), 'Commandment' (1960), 'Hiawatha' (1941), 'La Scala' (1971) 
 
 

 

http://idl.entomology.cornell.edu/wp-content/uploads/Gypsy-Moth.pdf
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feed in the evening and back down to the ground for shelter during the 
day. A simple trap of cloth tied around a tree and folded over will catch the 
pests so they can be collected and destroyed.  

By late June or early July gypsy moth caterpillars are very visible on 
sidewalks and roadways as they seek out protected places to pupate. In 
August the moths emerge. Females don’t fly very well. The moths you see 
flying are usually males. At this time there is not much to be done to 
control the pest. Egg masses are laid on trunks of trees or on other hard 
surfaces. They are tan and covered with hairs that make them feel soft like 
velvet. Destroying the egg masses is useful anytime.      

Gypsy moths are native to Europe and Asia. They were Introduced from Europe to 
Massachusetts in 1868 by a naturalist with a hope to breed a silkworm hardy to our area.  A few 
escaped their cage. Within 20 years they were a major pest. Click here to see a timeline.  

In the 1980s a serious outbreak of gypsy moths in this area was halted by a series of wet 
springs. A fungus (Entomophaga sycophanta), first introduced into the USA in 1909, finally got a 
solid hold. It kills a caterpillar within a week and is effective even at low population levels.  

Known also as tent worms, there are two species of caterpillars which are called tent 
caterpillars. We only had a few calls this year, perhaps because it was a cool and rainy spring. 
Eastern tent caterpillars (Malacosoma americanum) actually do make tents in which they 
congregate during the day. Forest tent caterpillars (Malacosoma disstria) don’t actually make 
tents - the silk they spin is more of a mat upon which they rest.  They are less obvious in forests 
and less common. Usually these native pests are not numerous enough to cause a lot of 
damage, but the Eastern caterpillar tents are very visible and cause concern.     

Eastern tent caterpillars emerge in spring when leaves are just 
unfolding. They construct their tent and enlarge it as they grow. The 
tent is used to provide protection from extremes of heat and cold 
and storms. The pests come out morning or evening or warm nights 
to feed. When the caterpillars and their tents are small, it is easy to 
use a hard spray of water or a stick to damage or remove the tent, 
and thus the caterpillar’s protection. Moths emerge in late June or 
early July.   

http://idl.entomology.cornell.edu/wp-content/uploads/Fall-Webworm.pdf 

http://entnemdept.ufl.edu/creatures/trees/moths/fall_webworm.htm 

Fall webworms (Hyphantria cunea) are not worms and occur in summer as well as fall. These 
pests do not cause a lot of damage even though they consume entire leaves.  They rarely are 

numerous enough to defoliate an entire tree or shrub and they occur 
in late enough in the season that the leaves they consume have 
already provided a lot of nutrition to the tree’s root. They are native to 
our area but considered an invasive pest in Europe and Asia.  

The caterpillars emerge in May but are usually not noticeable until a 
second larger brood occurs in July and August. This year we received 
many calls about the caterpillar in late June and July when the webs 

Photo by Georgette 
Weir, CCEDC MGV 

Photo by Terri Carriker-
Thayer, CCEDC MGV 

https://www.mass.gov/files/documents/2017/12/05/GypsyMothHistoricTimelinePosterSize.pdf
https://ento.psu.edu/extension/factsheets/eastern-tent-caterpillar
http://entnemdept.ufl.edu/creatures/trees/forest_tent_caterpillar.htm
http://idl.entomology.cornell.edu/wp-content/uploads/Fall-Webworm.pdf
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from the first brood were quite noticeable. The caterpillars are hairy and 
range in color. They spin webs which enclose the area where they are 
feeding. As the pests grow, these webbed areas are enlarged and become 
quite visible. Webs containing the caterpillars can be pruned out and 
discarded or just left alone for birds to discover and enjoy.   

WEBSITES TO VISIT 
 

Cornell “Guide to Growing Fruit at Home” online book  
CCE Suffolk Tree Fruit Pest Management  
Cornell Cedar Apple Rust fact sheet 
Cornell Apple Scab fact sheet 
Cornell Plant Disease Diagnostic Clinic fact sheets for fruit trees  
USDA declares August Tree Check Month for Asian longhorned Beetle 
UVM Garlic on broccoli: Smelly way to repel major pest 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS  

Sunday, August 4, 10am – 2pm, Rhinebeck Farmers’ Market, 61 E. Market Street, 
Rhinebeck NY 12572, Master Gardener Volunteers will answer gardening and composting 
questions. For more information visit www.rhinebeckfarmersmarket.com 

Tuesday, August 6, 2:30-3:30, Grinnell Public Library, 2642 E Main St, Wappingers Falls, 
NY, Creating a Natural World of Wonder led by CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteer Kathy 
Smith. Create homes from nature's treasures - sometimes called elf or fairy homes - and learn 
about plant life. All materials included. This is for ages 5 and up; registration is required! Call 
845.297.3428 or email mstevens@grinnell-library.org For more information visit http://grinnell-
library.org/ 
 
Saturday and Sunday, August 17 & 18, from dawn to dusk, rain or shine, Frank and Lois Van 
Zanten will open their private gardens for public viewing at 138 Wilbur Avenue, Poughkeepsie. 
Meet friends and other gardeners.  Light refreshments. In June their garden was in the Garden 
Conservancy Open Days program for 3rd consecutive year. Click here to read the details. For 
more information, call the Van Zanten’s at 845-473-1464 
 
Sunday, August 18, 1-4 pm, weather permitting, Vanderbilt Garden Association 
interpreters will offer FREE tours of the formal gardens at the Vanderbilt Mansion National 
Historic Site on Route 9 in Hyde Park. Tours begin at the entrance to the gardens. The 
volunteer interpreters will discuss the history of the gardens, with a focus on the Vanderbilt 
ownership and the mission of the not-for-profit Vanderbilt Garden Association to rehabilitate and 
maintain the plants, shrubs, trees, and statuary in the gardens as they were in the 1930’s just 
prior to Mr. Vanderbilt’s death. They will also provide information about three major projects the 
gardens are currently undergoing: the renovation of the Cherry Walk, the replanting of the Rose 
Garden terraces, and the rehabilitation of the Rose Garden fountain. Visitors can also visit the 
1875 Toolhouse to look at photographs of the gardens taken during and since the Vanderbilt 
era. For further information, e-mail info@vanderbiltgarden.org or visit our website at 
http://www.vanderbiltgarden.org or call 845-229-6432 
 
Monday, August 19, 10:00-11:00 am, East Fishkill Library, 348 Route 376 Hopewell 
Junction, NY 12533, “Fairy House Workshop”. CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteer Kathy 
Smith will lead this hands-on class, helping children bring a little magic to their home gardens!. 

https://ecommons.cornell.edu/bitstream/handle/1813/67/Cornell_Guide_to_Growing_Fruit.pdf
http://ccesuffolk.org/gardening/horticulture-factsheets/tree-fruit-growing
http://plantclinic.cornell.edu/factsheets/CedarAppleRust.pdf
http://plantclinic.cornell.edu/factsheets/applescab2B.pdf
http://plantclinic.cornell.edu/factsheets.html
https://www.morningagclips.com/usda-declares-august-tree-check-month/
https://www.morningagclips.com/garlic-on-broccoli-smelly-way-to-repel-major-pest/
http://www.rhinebeckfarmersmarket.com/
mailto:mstevens@grinnell-library.org
http://grinnell-library.org/
http://grinnell-library.org/
https://www.gardenconservancy.org/open-days/garden-directory/nimmer-dor-garden-of-frank-and-lois-van-zanten
mailto:info@vanderbiltgarden.org
http://www.vanderbiltgarden.org/
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Kids ages 5 and up will create their own fairy house to bring home. Dress to get messy! 
Registration required. Contact Ms. Cathy Nuding, Youth Services Librarian, (845) 221-9943, 
Nuding@EFLibrary.org. For more information, visit www.eflibrary.org 
 
Tuesday through Sunday, August 20-25, 10am-7pm, at the Dutchess County Fair, Ask the 
Master Gardeners. Visit the Horticultural Building for gardening advice and stop by 4H hill to 
learn about home composting and jumping worms. Master Gardener volunteers staff the 
displays each day equipped with fact sheets addressing the most common questions and their 
knowledge and experience to answer most other questions.  
 
 

Urban and Community Forestry  
Engaging Communities through Tree Stewardship 

SAVE THE DATES: September 13, 19, 26 and October 11, 17, 2019 for a comprehensive 35-
hour training program that will cover all aspects of tree care and pest management. 

Cornell Cooperative Extension Dutchess County is planning an in-depth training program and 
outreach education for the Hudson Valley that will provide the green industry, municipalities, 
utility arborists and community volunteers with the necessary tools to maintain the health of 
trees in their communities and mitigate potential storm damage and loss of tree health due to 
invasive species. More information will be available soon on CCEDC’s Commercial Horticulture 
site.  

LOWER HUDSON PRISM'S  
INVASIVES STRIKE FORCE ECOQUEST 2019 

Do you love being outdoors and searching for interesting critters and plants in nature? Or 
maybe you love taking photos when you are out hiking or gardening? Or maybe you just love 
scavenger hunts! Join our monthly EcoQuests and become a part of the action to help us 
document invasive species in our region and have fun in the process! 
 
The new Lower Hudson PRISM EcoQuest is a scavenger hunt-style challenge to find and 
document an invasive plant or animal (and their native counterpart!). It asks volunteers to take 
and share photos via iNaturalist, an easy- to-use mobile app that instantly connects you to 
thousands of other citizen scientists. Each month a new challenge will be announced.  

August's Ecoquest Challenge will focus on Hydrilla, an invasive aquatic plant that is currently 
one of the highest priority invasive plants in New Jersey and New York State, and two "look-
alike" species (the invasive Brazilian Elodea and the native American Elodea). The primary 
emphasis of this month's Ecoquest is Hydrilla, but since all three species are often confused 
with each other, we are asking all EcoQuest volunteers to upload photos of any of the three 
species for this challenge. 

Hydrilla can spread rapidly into new environments since its turions, tubers and fragments attach 
easily to boats, boat trailers, and fishing gear. Able to grow an inch per day, Hydrilla can form 
dense mats on the surface of the water that block out sunlight from native plant species and 
depletes oxygen in the water column, which can eventually lead to fish kills. Hydrilla was first 
reported in New York State in 2008 and in New Jersey in 2003. The Croton River (a tributary of 

mailto:Nuding@EFLibrary.org
http://www.eflibrary.org/
http://ccedutchess.org/commercial-horticulture
https://www.in.gov/dnr/files/BRAZILIAN_ELODEA.pdf
https://extension.psu.edu/elodea-common-waterweed
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the Hudson River) is the only known location that Hydrilla has been reported in the Lower 
Hudson PRISM region. Early detection of this species is absolutely critical, so we need your 
help! Click here for more information.  
 
 

SUBMIT UPCOMING EVENTS 
Would you like information on an upcoming gardening event to be shared in this newsletter?  
Send an email to Nancy Halas at nh26@cornell.edu or Joyce Tomaselli jdt225@cornell.edu by 
the 25th of each month to be included in the next month’s newsletter. Please include the date, 
time, location, a short description, cost and contact information for more details.  
 
  

 
 

MONTHLY ID QUIZ 
 

       
  

These Heliopsis helianthoides 'Tuscan Gold™' 

are covered with tiny red aphids. A strong blast 
of water is often enough to keep these pests 
under control, and will not harm insects  
which are feeding on them.   

Look closely. Do you see what this is? (It’s so 
cool.)  

 
JUST FOR FUN – 3 stages of a special slime mold. Click here.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Photos J. Tomaselli, CCEDC  

https://www.lhprism.org/invasives-strike-force-ecoquest-survey
mailto:nh26@cornell.edu
mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
http://hyg.ipm.illinois.edu/article.php?id=63
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Need Soil pH Testing? Need Lawn or Plant Diagnosis? 
Have any gardening questions? 

 
The Horticulture Hotline, (845) 677-5067 is open April to October each Wednesday from 9am 
to noon.  Questions can also be submitted to our website at www.CCEDutchess.org/gardening.   
Click on Contact Us and select the topic of Gardening.  
 
Samples for identification or diagnosis can be submitted Monday through Friday, 8:30 am to 
4:00 pm all year long. There is a $15 fee for samples. Visit our Horticulture Diagnostic Lab 
website for reliable resources and information on our services.  
 
 
HELP SPREAD THE DIRT! Please forward a copy to anyone you think might be interested. To 
be added or removed from our e-mail list, or submit upcoming gardening events, contact Nancy  
Halas at nh26@cornell.edu, www.ccedutchess.org.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Websites mentioned in Dutchess Dirt are provided as a courtesy to our readers. Mention of these websites does not imply 
endorsement by Cornell University, Cornell Cooperative Extension or by the author.  
 

  

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and 
Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

The programs provided by this agency are partially funded by monies received from the County of Dutchess. 

http://www.ccedutchess.org/gardening
http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/horticulture-diagnostic-lab
http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/horticulture-diagnostic-lab
mailto:nh26@cornell.edu
http://www.ccedutchess.org/

