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NYBG PEGGY ROCKEFELLER ROSE GARDEN 

By Joyce Tomaselli, CCEDC Community Horticulture Resource Educator 

A much anticipated visit to the New York Botanical Garden’s rose gardens a few weeks ago far 
exceeded our expectations - both in what we saw and what we learned.  

My sister and I plan an outing each Spring to a garden or museum as our mutual birthday 
celebration. This year NYBG was our destination. Consideration of the weather, our schedules 
and the NYBG Rose Tracker resulted in a lovely, cool Friday visit in June. The gardens were 
absolutely stunning. We first joined a guided tour of the Native Plant Garden followed by a visit 
to the Rock Garden. Both gardens inspired us to use more natives, especially ferns, in our 
home gardens.  

We were an hour early for the scheduled guided tour of the Rose Garden so decided to tour it 
on our own. The garden is located quite a distance from main entrance, beyond the Thain 
Forest and across the Bronx River. We enjoyed the 10-minute walk. A tram is also available.   
 

 
 

https://www.nybg.org/gardens/gardens-collections/rose-tracker/
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The Rose Garden is sited in a bit of a valley. The patio at the main 
entrance at the top of a hill is a good spot to stop and appreciate the 
overall beauty and architecture of the garden before proceeding down 
the beautiful stone stairway. The garden is roughly triangular with iron 
fencing covered with climbing roses and some clematis forming a 
perimeter which is naturalistic and informal. Paths from each corner lined 
with more formal plantings of modern hybrids lead to a gazebo in the 
center. Over 3,000 rose shrubs are displayed along the paths to be 
enjoyed both at a distance and close up. The colors, shapes and variety 
are stunning.  

The Peggy Rockefeller Rose Garden was completed in 1988 with the support of David 
Rockefeller, named after his wife Peggy, a horticulturalist and conservationist who loved roses. 
But the history of rose gardens at NYBG goes back much further.  

In 1907 the first rose garden was created at the east end of the Haupt Conservatory. It was 250 
feet long and 8 feet wide. The founder of NYBG, Nathaniel Lord Britton asked Beatrix Farrand 
(the same Beatrix Farrand who designed the gardens at Bellefield in Hyde Park) to design a 
larger world class garden. She chose the site where the garden is today and in 1918 the rose 
garden opened to great acclaim featuring nearly 5,000 roses.  The original design included the 
gazebo and iron fencing seen today but the funding fell short and they were not included until 
this most recent renovation in 1988. 

In the late 1940s more roses were added and a sitting area on a hill to the south from which to 
view them.  But in the 1960s a decision was made to consolidate all the NYBG formal gardens 
into one area closer to the Conservatory. By 1969 the Farrand rose garden was abandoned.  

In 1972 the Edwin de Turck Bechtel Rose Garden was opened in front of the Conservatory, 
funded by his wife Louise Seaman Bechtel, a Vassar alumna. Both were expert rosarians. The 
garden was narrow and rectangular occupying two thirds of an acre.  Circular beds divided into 
wedge shaped beds displayed 1,300 roses. The garden was dismantled and replaced with lawn 
when the decision was made in 1985 to restore the Farrand garden, now more easily accessible 
via the NYBG tram system.  

My sister and I spent nearly an hour 
looking at all the rose shrubs and 
climbers. We admired colors, shapes, 
forms and their many pollinators. As we 
prepared to leave we realized the 
garden tour was about to start and 
decided to stay a few more minutes. An 
NYBG volunteer named Madeline led 
the tour. She was an amazing source of 
information, knowledge, experience and 
anecdotes about the garden’s history, 
architecture, supporters and the roses 
themselves. We spent an hour touring 
the garden again. It seemed as if we 
were seeing it for the first time and at an 
entirely different level of detail.   
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As our tour guide walked us through the garden she highlighted several cultivars and explained 
what differentiated them from others - flower size and color, petal shape and count, and bud 
shape and color. Some roses change color dramatically from bud to petal drop. Leaves can be 
glossy and dark green or lighter in color and duller. We learned about companion planting, 
disease resistance and good garden practices for watering the shrubs. Fragrance 
was a favorite topic (we were often invited to “smell this one!”). We learned that 
species roses and Old Garden Roses are more apt to be fragrant than newer 
hybrids. A few times our guide picked a blossom to share close up, like the hybrid 
China Rose 'Green Rose', which is mostly sepals and has a very peppery scent.  

Have you ever seen the flowers on a rose shrub 
surprisingly change color compared to the year 
before? We learned that many roses are propagated 
by grafting a cutting of a desired rose onto rootstock 
of another variety. Once the graft takes, the upper 
branching of the rootstock is cut off, leaving only the 
grafted buds to grow, forming a new bush. 
Sometimes a hard winter can damage the crown of 
the rose and only the rootstock survives to grows the 
next season. One of the most popular root stocks 
used is a dark red rambler rose ‘Dr. Huey’, introduced 
in 1914. In this planting, Dr. Huey is peeking out from 
within the display.    

We lingered along the far side of the garden admiring 
many of the fragrant climbers and hybrids with 
amazing colors. In some beds, we saw examples of 
companion plantings with Allium, Campanula, and 
Nepeta (Cat Mint).   

The central design point of the 
gardens is a large gazebo covered, 
of course with climbing roses. We 
learned how different varieties with 
different blooming times are planted 
together including Awakening, 
Paul’s Himalayan Musk Rambler 
and Pink Pet (Caldwell Pink) and 
trained to ultimately cover the entire 
exterior of the structure. Meanwhile 
the interior of the gazebo was 
shaded and cool.    
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We learned that the 
bloom of climbing roses 
is very dependent on 
how they are pruned. 
Roses follow the 
principal of apical 
dominance which means 
that the buds which grow 
vertically suppress the 
growth of the buds which 
would grow laterally. 

Training the rose to arch horizontally causes growth and flowering of the buds on the topside of 
the stem. Keeping the tip lower than the rest of the cane ensures flowering all along its length.  

We also appreciated how much work roses can be. Throughout our visit and tour NYBG 
volunteers were quietly working in the garden deadheading shrubs and cleaning up fallen 
petals. Our tour guide explained about pests and diseases such as Japanese Beetles and Black 
Spot. We discussed irrigation, mulching, pruning and winter protection. Certainly not at NYBG, 
but we also talked of protecting shrubs from deer damage. Our tour guide quipped “Roses! The 
most expensive annual you can buy.”   

The new American Rose Society classification scheme has three main groupings: Species (i.e. 
wild roses); Old Garden Roses (classes in existence before 1867); and Modern Roses (classes 
in not in existence before 1867).  1867 is when Jean-Baptiste Guillot discovered “La France” 
growing in a garden patch, a natural cross of a hybrid perpetual rose and a tea rose. It is 
acknowledged as the first Hybrid Tea Rose.  
 
NYBG classifies roses in seven basic categories, has grouped the roses in the garden 
accordingly and provided a convenient Collections Map.   

 Hybrid Teas: one flower per stem; thick petals; long stems; medium sized shrubs with 
an upright growth habit; the traditional florists’ rose.  

 Floribundas: many flowers per stem; medium sized shrubs with a fuller growth habit; 
blooms all summer; more cold hardy than most modern roses. 

  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Grandifloras: a cross between Hybrid Teas and Floribundas; three or four flowers per 

stem; large upright growth habit.  

Floribunda  
Rosa ‘Julia Child TM’ 
Floribunda  
Rosa ‘Julia Child TM’ 

Hybrid Tea   
Rosa ‘Peggy RockefellerTM’ 

Floribunda  
Rosa ‘Julia Child TM’ 

Floribunda  
Rosa ‘ChicoTM Veranda®’ 

Floribunda  
Rosa ‘Garden Delight’ 

https://www.rose.org/single-post/2018/06/11/Rose-Classifications?page_id=7530
https://www.nybg.org/garden/rose-garden/collection-map/
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 Miniature roses: both flower form and foliage are miniature; can be climbers or 
cascading. 

 Climbing roses:  types with long flexible canes which can be trained; ‘ramblers’ have 
thinner stems, larger growth habit and are generally once-blooming; ‘climbers’ have 
thicker stems and generally are repeat bloomers.    

 Old-Fashioned Roses; usually flower once in early summer; mostly large shrubs; 
known for fragrant flowers; often have bright rose hips; existing before 1867. 

 Shrub Roses: somewhat of a miscellaneous category; often hybrids with specific 
characteristics of size, flower type, hardiness or disease resistance.  

 
 

 

 

The Peggy Rockefeller Rose Garden is designed to be in bloom from May until October but is 
certainly at its peak in June. It is an amazing garden to visit. Make plans and bring a friend.  

Photos courtesy of the author. 

 
THROUGH THE HEDGEROW:  

THE GREAT SWAMP OF NEW YORK 
By Sue Grumet, Master Gardener Volunteer  

 
Why have swamps gotten such a bad rap?  As soon as the word “swamp” is mentioned, the 
connotation is almost always a negative one, conjuring up images of dark murky places 
populated by sinister creatures.  Even Disney’s computer-animated character, Shrek, has his 
home in the middle of one, confirming that only an ogre would choose to live in such a gloomy 
place.  
 
Our language is also steeped in negative metaphors: politicians threaten to “drain the swamp”; 
overwhelmed workers are “swamped” at their jobs; while basements become “swamps” due to 
floodwaters. It is no wonder people might hesitate to venture into such a place, fearing the 
worst. 
 
So why the bad PR? In order to understand this negativity, we need to look at the history of land 
management in this country over the course of the last two centuries.  In the past, farmers and 
land owners were encouraged to fill in wet places in order to maximize their land usage.  Early 

Shrub Rose  
Rosa Easy Elegance® 
‘All the Rage’  
 

Old-Fashioned Rose  
R. carolina   
 

Rambler Rose  
Rosa ‘Peggy Martin’ 
R. carolina   
 

Shrub Rose  
Rosa ‘Quietness’  
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conservationists felt that it was a public duty to rid the terrain of these malaria and yellow fever-
producing places.  Drainage and fill were seen as remediation for land that needed to be 
restored back to “health”.  Swamps were viewed as a landscape feature to be eliminated, and it 
is only until very recently that this reasoning has been challenged. It has taken many years of 
scientific study and observation to realize that we got this land management theory all wrong!  
 
Case in point: The restorative properties of the Great 
Swamp Watershed, located in the towns of Patterson, 
Pawling and Dover, New York.  This ecosystem 
encompasses 6,000 acres and is one of the largest 
freshwater wetlands in the state.  Home to a diverse 
assortment of amphibians, turtles, birds, and wildlife, the 
Great Swamp is mostly forested and covers an area of 
approximately 97 square miles.  Located in a valley that 
sits between two ranges of the Hudson Highlands, the 
waters of the Great Swamp wind their way through 
various tributaries into Westchester, Connecticut, and the 
Long Island Sound. Click here for a map of the entire 
region.  
 
The environmental value of the Great Swamp is that 
aside from providing varied habitats for wildlife, it also 
serves as a water filtration and control system. Rainwater 
and runoff are processed and absorbed within the 
swamp’s infrastructure, which acts as a sponge for overflow that might otherwise threaten 
populated areas. This organic filtration process also helps to improve water quality for 
neighboring townships by preserving groundwater health. 
 

Rather than being a liability, the Great Swamp is an 
ecological treasure that might have been lost forever if 
not for the intervention of local conservation-minded 
residents.  Thirty years ago, this vast wetland was 
threatened by local government proposals to use it as 
a dumping ground and landfill. In response, a 
grassroots organization comprised of naturalists, 
educators, birders, and nature lovers united. Calling 
themselves the Friends of the Great Swamp (FrOGS), 
they petitioned and lobbied local officials to withdraw 
those plans, and made it their mission to preserve and 

protect this watershed for generations to come. Read more at frogs-ny.org 
 

This all-volunteer, non-profit organization maintains and preserves the health of the 
Great Swamp through programs aimed at management and research.  They actively 

collaborate with local municipalities, conservation groups, and fishing and wildlife organizations 
to protect and preserve this sensitive and vulnerable habitat. FrOGS also monitors the water 
quality by collecting water samples as well as gathering data regarding the populations of 
animals and plants that inhabit the swamp. 
 
Turtles and frogs are of special interest to this organization, and a new species of leopard frog, 
(Rana kaufeldi) was recently discovered living and thriving in the waterways.  The wood turtle, 
which is currently an endangered species, is also a concern. Thanks to a board member’s 

http://blogs.cornell.edu/estuaryresilience/2015/07/01/the-great-swamp-watershed-hrwas-watershed-of-the-month-for-july/
http://frogs-ny.org/
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invention, FrOGS was able to provide extra security for these turtles through the installation of 
predator excluders for their nests.  Further safeguards were realized when the organization was 
able to persuade Metro North to install turtle ramps so the animals could cross the tracks to get 
to their nesting grounds.  FrOGS also initiated the “Adopt a Turtle” program to make the public 
aware of the plight of these environmentally threatened creatures.  The organization hopes that 
these many projects will help to increase the turtle’s numbers in the future. 
 
Migrating birds and waterfowl make the Great Swamp a dream location for bird-watchers 
looking to add to their “life list”. Here you may also see bobcat, beaver, deer, mink, and otter as 
they travel through and around this large watershed. 

 
Of course, the best way to experience the Great Swamp is to immerse yourself - both physically 
and spiritually - into it.  The ideal transport through these waters is by canoe or kayak, which 
allows you to get up close and personal with all the creatures and features this diverse 
environment has to offer.  Our group participated in a Naturalist-led canoe trip through the Great 
Swamp in May, and it was a memorable experience.  The narrow channels of the wetlands glide 
you through forests and grasslands, and there is much to see for the observant paddler.  Due to 
the rainy spring, the swamp was at full capacity, water-wise, and this only added to the Zen of 
the tranquil setting.  Although our group was large and boisterous, one could only imagine how 
peaceful it would be to glide along in solitude in a kayak, taking in all the serenity of this 
everglade-like environment. 
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If hiking is your passion and you would rather hoof it, there are seven hiking trails through the 
Great Swamp, including the world-famous Appalachian Trail, accessed in the town of Pawling.  
FrOGS also sponsors different events throughout the year, and you can learn more about them 
through their website: http://frogs-ny.org/ 
 
And as any fan of Shrek knows, the guy is not really a mean ogre, just misunderstood.  Visiting 
this beautiful place, one would have to agree that his preference in real estate is, too…… 

 
Photos courtesy of CCEDC MG Volunteers 

 

SIMPLE SECRETS TO SUCCESS: 
NEW ENTRY GARDEN AT BERKSHIRE BOTANICAL GARDEN 

THRIVES AFTER FIRST CRITICAL SEASON 
 

By Chris Ferrero, Master Gardener Volunteer 

 
I don't know about you, but my least favorite summer outdoor sport is what I call "hose 
wrangling".  It's not that I mind watering my gardens so much, but choosing between filling and 
lugging watering cans, and untangling, dragging and recoiling hoses? That choice made me a 
perennial gardener... and one who instructs her perennials as follows: "You either make it with 
what Mother Nature provides, or I can replace you with something that will." 
 
The exception is the vital watering-in of first-year plantings. We just entered the season of 
punishing summer heat, and watering is critical to any shrubs, grasses and perennials that 
you've just planted.  That's because they have to develop a sturdy root system now to survive 
their first winter and thrive next year.  

 
I just learned that lesson again when I visited the 
Berkshire Botanical Garden across the NY border in 
Stockbridge, Massachusetts.  Their newest "entry 
garden" greets you on Route 102 in front of the 
beautiful Center House, a restored and expanded, 
1700s-era building that now houses galleries, teaching 
kitchen, botanical library, classroom and office space.  
 
This 4000 square foot garden was installed last year, 
following a nationwide design competition won by a 
University of Tennessee team, and it's pretty amazing.  
 

It's a very different design than, for example, the Proctor Garden just 
around the side of Center House, a beautiful old-fashioned mixed 
border designed in 1965 with a traditional color scheme of pinks, blues 
and whites.  The new garden presents a clean and modern look that 
also contrasts with the traditional façade of the Center House. A 
stunning fountain and seating area is surrounded by gently rolling hills 
and berms that are covered with beautiful grasses that wave in the 
slightest breeze.  Three native larches and six Winter King hawthorn 
trees also help screen out the highway.  
 Center House fountain & Proctor Garden. Photo by Chris Ferrero 

Berkshire Botanical Garden at the Center House entry. 
Photo by Robin Parow, Berkshire Botanical Garden 

 

http://frogs-ny.org/
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The grasses are spectacular. Last spring, BBG Horticulture Director Dorthe Hviid supervised 
staff, interns and volunteers in planting 3,500 plugs of Sporobolus heterolepis — Prairie 
Dropseed — throughout the garden, "softening the garden and giving it an air of modern 
simplicity." Prairie Dropseed is a small (15") U.S. native with beautiful color that turns golden in 
the fall and bronze in the winter, and has the added benefit of pinkish flowers held high to wave 
in the late-summer breeze, putting out a scent that is compared to coriander.  
 
When I visited last summer, I admired the swaths of newly-planted grass-babies but wondered 
how they would survive the winter... not even knowing then how last winter would bring down 
many a noble boxwood and stalwart rhododendron. 
 

This spring I was lucky enough to run into BBG Gardener John Ryan 
as he was working in this garden, and asked him how many they had 
to replace this year.  He screwed up his face and guessed "Two? 
Three?"  So, something more than 99% of nearly 3500 babies 
survived. How'd they do it? 
 
It's about watering, he said.  Last summer, he spent hours watering 
deeply, twice a week, and continued through the fall. Hard work -- 
John doesn't like hose-wrangling either. 
 
Another key -- ironically enough, because when I interrupted him he 
was tucking 2" of nice shreddy mulch around the grasses -- is that a 
good blanket of mulch helps hold in the moisture and regulate the soil 
temperature. It protects the root system from roasting temps in 
summer and brutal below-zero temps in the winter, which take a 
particular toll on plants during spells when there's no snow cover. 
 

BBG also tried an interesting late-winter technique to efficiently remove last year's top-growth 
and inspire fresh new spring growth:  They burned it.  Literally torched each plant down to the 
crown. The grasses clearly loved it, and they intend to repeat the process each year in late 
February or so. 
 
Lesson learned for our own gardens?  We can't leave our first-year plantings to the mercy of 
Mother Nature. 
 
Her late afternoon thunderstorms may moisten the top ½" of soil while root systems dry out 
several inches below the surface.  An inexpensive rain gauge emptied once a week will tell you, 
if there's less than an inch of rain, to get out the hose. Your new plants need a good deep soak, 
twice a week from now until the ground freezes, because even after the top growth dies back, 
the root system is doing the work of setting up for winter, and it needs regular water to do it. 
 
Let the hose-wrangling begin. 

 
BEWARE OF WILD PARSNIP 

 
Wild Parship (Pastinaca sativa) is blooming now. If 
the sap of this plant gets on your skin on a sunny 
day a severe burn can result. Learn to identify and 
avoid this plant. Click here to read more. 

BBG Gardener John Ryan, 
Sporobolus Nanny Extraordinaire 
Photo by Chris Ferrero 

 

http://nyis.info/invasive_species/wild-parsnip/
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WEBSITES TO VISIT 
 NYBG Basic Classifications of Roses 

 NYBG Companion Planting for Roses 

 NYBG Pruning Roses 

 NYBG Planting Roses 

 NYBG Winter Preparation for Roses 

 NYSIPM Don’t Make Your Own tick Tubes 

 Morning Ag Clips Ban Harmful “Tree Volcanoes” 

 NYSIPM Pollinator Protection Resources 

 NYSIPM A Hidden Danger for Weekend Weedwhackers  
 
 

TAKE THE INVASIVE SPECIES MAPPING CHALLENGE! 

Did you miss the Cornell and NYS DEC webinar on Wednesday, June 26 to learn about 
jumping worms, tree-of-heaven, and water chestnut—three invasive species that are under-
reported in New York State? Don’t worry, view the recording at your convenience. 

 Learn how to identify these invaders and how to enter your findings into the 
iMapInvasives database. 

 Use your knowledge to participate in a statewide competition from June 26 to July 17. 

 Compete for cool prizes and bragging rights! 
We hope you partake in the challenge! For questions or comments, please feel free to email 
emma.antolos@dec.ny.gov.  

 
 

INVASIVE SPECIES AWARENESS WEEK 

July 7-13, 2019 is New York’s fifth Invasive Species Awareness 
Week, an annual educational campaign coordinated by the Invasive 

Species Advisory Committee and the eight  PRISMs (Partnerships 
for Regional Invasive Species Management).  Activities throughout 
the state will promote knowledge and understanding of invasive 

species. This year the ISAW theme is "What YOU can do to stop 
the spread!"  focused on positive actions people can take to 
prevent the spread of invasive species. Go to the LHPRISM.org 
calendar of events to find opportunities in the Lower Hudson. Find an 
event near you! 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS  

Sunday, July 7, 10am – 2pm, Rhinebeck Farmers’ Market, 61 E. Market Street, Rhinebeck 
NY 12572, Master Gardener Volunteers will answer gardening and composting questions. For 
more information visit www.rhinebeckfarmersmarket.com 

Tuesday, July 9, 9:00-10:30, NYSRI hosts a web seminar on Spotted Lanternfly with the 
latest research on this potential pest. Click here to register.    

Saturday, July 13, 10:00 am, Stanford Free Library, 14 Creamery Road, Stanfordville, NY, 
“Invasive Species of Dutchess County” by CCEDC Master Gardener volunteer Philomena 
Kiernan. For more information, visit www.stanfordlibrary.org 

http://libguides.nybg.org/classificationroses
http://libguides.nybg.org/companionplantingroses
http://libguides.nybg.org/pruningroses
http://libguides.nybg.org/plantingroses
http://libguides.nybg.org/winterroses
http://blogs.cornell.edu/nysipm/2019/06/28/dont-make-your-own-tick-tubes/
https://www.morningagclips.com/ban-harmful-tree-volcanoes/
http://blogs.cornell.edu/nysipm/2019/06/25/pollinator-protection-resources/
http://blogs.cornell.edu/nysipm/2019/06/07/a-hidden-danger-for-weekend-weedwackers/
https://www.youtube.com/user/NYinvasives/videos
mailto:emma.antolos@dec.ny.gov
https://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/47433.html
https://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/47433.html
https://stoptheinvasionny.com/calendar-of-events/lower-hudson-calendar/
https://stoptheinvasionny.com/calendar-of-events/lower-hudson-calendar/
https://stoptheinvasionny.com/events/
https://stoptheinvasionny.com/events/
http://www.rhinebeckfarmersmarket.com/
https://cornell.zoom.us/webinar/register/fbf5ff6b073df3f07510d14dfea9e911
http://www.stanfordlibrary.org/
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Tuesday, July 16, 1:00-4:30, CCEDC, 2715 Rte 44, Millbrook hosts Monitoring & Managing 
Ash (MaMa) Training Workshop led by the Ecological Research Institute. In this workshop, 
you’ll learn steps to take to mitigate EAB damage, and more importantly to enable detection of 
naturally occurring EAB-resistant native ash, which provide the greatest hope for ash 
conservation. The workshop comprises a classroom-style component and hands-on field 
training, including the establishment of an actual ash monitoring plot.  For more information and 
to pre-register please email Outreach@monitoringAsh.org or by calling 845-419-5229. Learn 
more at www.MonitoringAsh.org 

Saturday, July 20, 11:30-1:00, Tivoli Free Library, 86 Broadway, Tivoli, NY, Fairy Houses 
Workshop for ages 5+, led by CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteer Kathy Smith. Inspire 
children to enjoy nature by building a fairy house or small habitat using natural resources. Learn 
about plants and wildlife, building an appreciation for their native environment.  Caregivers must 
accompany child if they are 8 or younger. Space is limited, so you must sign up. Call (845) 757-
3771 or email tivolilibrary@gmail.com.  
 
Sunday, July 21, 1-4 pm, weather permitting, Vanderbilt Garden Association interpreters 
will offer FREE tours of the formal gardens at the Vanderbilt Mansion National Historic Site on 
Route 9 in Hyde Park. Tours begin at the entrance to the gardens. The volunteer interpreters 
will discuss the history of the gardens, with a focus on the Vanderbilt ownership and the mission 
of the not-for-profit Vanderbilt Garden Association to rehabilitate and maintain the plants, 
shrubs, trees, and statuary in the gardens as they were in the 1930’s just prior to Mr. 
Vanderbilt’s death. They will also provide information about three major projects the gardens are 
currently undergoing: the renovation of the Cherry Walk, the replanting of the Rose Garden 
terraces, and the rehabilitation of the Rose Garden fountain. Visitors can also visit the 1875 
Toolhouse to look at photographs of the gardens taken during and since the Vanderbilt era. For 
further information, e-mail info@vanderbiltgarden.org or visit our website at 
http://www.vanderbiltgarden.org or call 845-229-6432 
 
Saturday, July 27, 10am-4pm, Amenia Garden Club Plant Sale, Durbridge Garden 37 Clark 
Road Wassaic NY, rain or shine. Plants include new and old varieties and natives, vetted as 
suitable for our climate, from local and speciality growers in the area. Experts available too. Sale 
benefits the AGC. Combine with visits to the Garden Conservancy Dutchess County Open Days 
Gardens the same day.  

Saturday, August 3, 10:00 am, Stanford Free Library, 14 Creamery Road, Stanfordville, NY, 
“Growing Microgreens” by CCEDC Master Gardener volunteer Anjali Nandedkar. For more 
information, visit www.stanfordlibrary.org 

Sunday, August 4, 10am – 2pm, Rhinebeck Farmers’ Market, 61 E. Market Street, 
Rhinebeck NY 12572, Master Gardener Volunteers will answer gardening and composting 
questions. For more information visit www.rhinebeckfarmersmarket.com 

Tuesday, August 6, 2:30-3:30, Grinnell Public Library, 2642 E Main St, Wappingers Falls, 
NY, Creating a Natural World of Wonder led by CCEDC Master Gardener Voluntter Kathy 
Smith. Create homes from nature's treasures - sometimes called elf or fairy homes - and learn 
about plant life. All materials included. This is for ages 5 and up; registration is required! Call 
845.297.3428 or email mstevens@grinnell-library.org For more information visit http://grinnell-
library.org/ 
 

www.MonitoringAsh.org
mailto:tivolilibrary@gmail.com
mailto:info@vanderbiltgarden.org
http://www.vanderbiltgarden.org/
https://www.gardenconservancy.org/open-days/open-days-schedule/dutchess-county-ny-open-day-7-27-19
https://www.gardenconservancy.org/open-days/open-days-schedule/dutchess-county-ny-open-day-7-27-19
http://www.stanfordlibrary.org/
http://www.rhinebeckfarmersmarket.com/
mailto:mstevens@grinnell-library.org
http://grinnell-library.org/
http://grinnell-library.org/
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College Hill Park Coalition Looking for Volunteers  

Jennifer Rubbo, Director of The Environmental Cooperative at the Vassar Barns is looking for a 
few volunteers on Thursday mornings this summer to help maintain and restore the Clarence 
Lown Memorial Garden, a historic rock garden, at College Hill Park on North Clinton Street in 
Poughkeepsie. No experience is necessary – tools, gloves, snacks and water will be provided. 
Join Jen on Thursday mornings, 9:30-11:00am on July 11 and 25, and August 8 and 22. For 
more information please contact her at jerubbo@vassar.edu   

 

LOWER HUDSON PRISM'S  
INVASIVES STRIKE FORCE ECOQUEST 2019 

Do you love being outdoors and searching for interesting critters and plants in nature? Or 
maybe you love taking photos when you are out hiking or gardening? Or maybe you just love 
scavenger hunts! Join our monthly EcoQuests and become a part of the action to help us 
document invasive species in our region and have fun in the process! 
 
The new Lower Hudson PRISM EcoQuest is a scavenger hunt-style challenge to find and 
document an invasive plant or animal (and their native counterpart!). It asks volunteers to take 
and share photos via iNaturalist, an easy- to-use mobile app that instantly connects you to 
thousands of other citizen scientists. Each month a new challenge will be announced.  

July's Ecoquest Challenge will build off a statewide mapping event organized by New York's 
Online Invasive Species Database and Mapping System, iMapInvasives (iMap). This mapping 
challenge is one of many events being held state-wide as part of New York State's Invasive 
Species Awareness Week (July 7-13). The three species that the mapping challenge will be 
focusing on are: water chestnut, jumping worms and tree of heaven.  
 
The NYS iMap challenge runs through July 17, but our EcoQuest will continue through all of 
July. Although the specific ISAW challenge involves utilizing the iMap platform, Invasives Strike 
Force EcoQuest surveyors can continue using iNaturalist as the primary observation 
photodatabase. Members of the PRISM staff will be responsible for uploading any EcoQuest 
photos into iMap as the month advances. To access more information on the iMap challenge 
(and how to join that project) or to learn about the many other events happening statewide visit 
NY Invasive Species Awareness Week, For more information on the three species click here or 
watch the recording of the DEC Web Seminar of June 26.  
 
 
 

SUBMIT UPCOMING EVENTS 
Would you like information on an upcoming gardening event to be shared in this newsletter?  
Send an email to Nancy Halas at nh26@cornell.edu or Joyce Tomaselli jdt225@cornell.edu by 
the 25th of each month to be included in the next month’s newsletter. Please include the date, 
time, location, a short description, cost and contact information for more details.  
 
  

 
 

https://stoptheinvasionny.com/
https://www.lhprism.org/invasives-strike-force-ecoquest-survey
https://www.youtube.com/user/NYinvasives/videos
mailto:nh26@cornell.edu
mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu


July 2019 Page 13 
 

MONTHLY ID QUIZ 
 

         
The oak leaf has holes caused by a caterpillar 
or beetle snacking on it and galls usually caused 
by a wasps laying their eggs. It was found lying 
on the ground, probably because it was chewed 
by squirrels who were after the small acorns.  

These Rudbeckia are covered with tiny red 
insects. Do you know what they are? And do 
you know a simple way to control them?  
 

 
Need Soil pH Testing? Need Lawn or Plant Diagnosis? 

Have any gardening questions? 
 
The Horticulture Hotline, (845) 677-5067 is open April to October each Wednesday from 9am 
to noon.  Questions can also be submitted to our website at www.CCEDutchess.org/gardening.   
Click on Contact Us and select the topic of Gardening.  
 
Samples for identification or diagnosis can be submitted Monday through Friday, 8:30 am to 
4:00 pm all year long. There is a $15 fee for samples. Visit our Horticulture Diagnostic Lab 
website for reliable resources and information on our services.  
 
 
HELP SPREAD THE DIRT! Please forward a copy to anyone you think might be interested. To 
be added or removed from our e-mail list, or submit upcoming gardening events, contact Nancy  
Halas at nh26@cornell.edu, www.ccedutchess.org.  
 
 

 
 

Websites mentioned in Dutchess Dirt are provided as a courtesy to our readers. Mention of these websites does not imply 
endorsement by Cornell University, Cornell Cooperative Extension or by the author.  
 

  

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and 
Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

The programs provided by this agency are partially funded by monies received from the County of Dutchess. 

http://www.ccedutchess.org/gardening
http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/horticulture-diagnostic-lab
http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/horticulture-diagnostic-lab
mailto:nh26@cornell.edu
http://www.ccedutchess.org/

