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All the off-season preparations for camp are done – writing grants, seeking donations, preparing the manuals 
and paperwork for the New York State Department of Health, contracts in place, marketing completed, new 
revised menu by a U.S. Army Registered Dietician in place, inspections are done, training is finishing up, 
scholarship applications are reviewed, new regulations are addressed, annual budget is prepared, and more. 
Dick Halpin, a previous Executive Director for Cornell Cooperative Extension Association of Jefferson County, 
used to say – “Camp is like white water rafting, you do the very best preparations that you can, and then you 
hit the rapids, and things really start to happen.” 

We are entering into the “rapids.” Camp has started, with Tech Camp June 30th – July 3rd. It is the first time 
we have offered a Tech Camp, and with 47 youth in attendance, it was a resounding success. At the tech 
camp we offer four sessions of programming each day. The technology sessions offered during this camp 
were creations with an edible printer, augmented reality sandbox, coding/drones, and Lego robotics. 
Alongside this, we offered the very popular traditional camp activities, such as arts & crafts, boating, high/
low ropes, and archery. Right after lunch is relaxation time – normally campers participate in cabin activities, 
and this was offered. However, since this was a technology camp, we offered a Makerspace during this time 
if campers wanted to come over. The Makerspace time turned out to be more fun than even the staff 
imagined as we planned it. We had all sorts of technology available for the campers to engage in – solar 
ovens, 3D pens, augmented reality, cricut cutter (and once they designed their graphics water bottles were 
available to decorate), makey makey, and the edible printer. We are already planning for next year’s Tech 
Camp. 

The Cloverbud Camp was July 5-6 with only 15 Cloverbuds. We are certainly disappointed in the low number 
of campers, but the campers themselves had a lot of fun with one-on-one guidance and mentoring. Next up 
was week two of camp. This week had 48 residential campers and 14 Cloverbud Plus campers, for a total of 
62 for the week. This particular week included 20 campers from Syracuse. We worked on a new partnership 
with Onondaga Community College to bring 20 new campers to 4-H Camp Wabasso for the week. We are 
hopeful this partnership continues.  

We look forward to sharing the rest of the summer with campers and their families. 4-H Camp Wabasso is an 
opportunity to be outside, learn new life skills, and to make memories that will last a life time. 


