
Even as I’m typing this, it still hasn’t quite hit me yet. With the buzz of warmer 
weather and County Fair in full swing, I have plenty of distractions from the 
reality that this is one of my last days in Cornell Cooperative Extension of 
Jefferson County’s office. I know by now that news in the agriculture 
community travels about as fast as a loose heifer in the show ring, but for 
those of you who do not know, I will be leaving CCE in mid-July to join the 
North East Dairy Producers Association (industry folks know it as NEDPA) as 
their Director of Member Services and Industry Relations.  

Here are a few of my favorite memories from the last few years… 

From the beginning, I was coined the nickname “Little Art” after the legendary 
Art Baderman who was Agriculture Outreach Educator before me. After all, 
saying I was the new Art was much easier than trying to stumble through my 
position description. 

For the first two years of my career with CCE, I was fortunate to have a pretty great mentor and officemate. 
Not only did Ron Kuck know everything about everyone in the county and loved cows, we also bonded on our 
shared sense of humor and love for the game of lacrosse. A running joke we shared was from the day we took 
the County’s van to a few farms and then stopped at the Old McDonald’s Farm café for a lunch break. Ron 
was so excited about the hotdog he covered in French’s yellow mustard. Just as we went to get back in the 
van, Ron’s lunch slid down the side of the van door, flinging the hotdog onto the rubber mat and leaving a 
bright yellow mustard streak on the door. 

If Mike Hunter asks if you are busy later, just say yes. I learned this after my first field trial experience with 
him at Porterdale Farms. Not only did this experience involve drilling holes into buckets for spreading a 
nematode and manure slurry, it also entailed months of smelling old garlic and pickle stench in the van from 
the buckets that were donated by a restaurant. While helping Mike measure out the treatment plots, he held 

the tape measurer and I placed the colored flags. 13”, 14”, 15”, 91” …. wait. 
91 Mike? On my side of the tape measurer I read 16, which was a more logical 
response after 15. 

I have been fortunate enough to have visited Cornell’s campus several times 
and gotten to travel to a few conferences during my time here. With any trip, 
it is crucial to have a good travel buddy. I found mine in Regional Dairy 
Specialist, Lindsay Ferlito. We have been sharing hotel rooms since the 
beginning of our Cornell careers, both of which began in the winter of 2016.  

After the retirement of my first officemate, Ron Kuck, my new officemate, 
Jake Ledoux, came in and has entertained with a few memorable actions 
much like his predecessor. The most unforgettable moment was no doubt the 
buttermilk incident. After a long day of touring with the Dairy Prospects, we 
stopped at the Ithaca Wegmans to check out their fabulous dairy product 
selection and Mr. Ledoux selected a cute miniature jug of cultured buttermilk.  
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As we walked back to the CCE van, we all witnessed his face as it twisted in disgust and disappointment at the 
bitter taste coming from the miniature jug after he took a big swig. Take note, cute packaging is not as 
important as the difference between “cultured” and “uncultured” buttermilk. 

I couldn’t possibly reminisce on my time with Cornell Cooperative 
Extension without mentioning Lisa Porter. Not only is Lisa a strong 
woman from a successful farm family, she is a tireless volunteer, Co-
Chair of the Jefferson County Agriculture Promotion Board, and my 
partner for planning the Dairyland Festival. She is truly one of the 
most dependable people I’ve had the pleasure of working with and I 
have grown so much from working with her on meetings, farm 
tours, Ag Extravaganzas, and Dairyland Festivals. I am thankful our 
relationship will continue as Porterdale Farms is a member of 
NEDPA.  

Over my last couple months, I have been reflecting on what I will 
miss about working for CCE. I knew that I would miss the people and the farms that I have worked closely 
with, but one moment at the Indian River After School Program solidified that I will greatly miss the 4-H 
youth. I’ve gotten to know many great families through programs such as the Dairy Princess Court, Dairy 

Prospects, the Dairy Bowl team, and through outreach events. 
One moment that will always stick with me was after presenting 
alongside CeCe, the fiberglass milking cow, a young girl came up 
to me with a pen and said thank you for bringing CeCe and then 
asked me to sign her yearbook, and to sign for CeCe too. In that 
moment, I said to myself “This is what I will miss.” This girl’s 
request was simple, but it put the significance of teaching kids 
about agriculture into greater perspective. The younger 
generations are so far removed from the farming lifestyle that 
our efforts to demonstrate the importance of local agriculture 
and that their groceries come from a farm and not a store shelf 
is more imperative now than ever.   
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