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Last Seeding & Transplanting Dates 

 

Questions often arise on how late a vegetable can be planted in the garden in New York State and still 

reach maturity or usable size before frost or cold weather stops growth.  The last dates listed below 

for each crop are based on observations at Ithaca, NY.  Most years the crop will reach the 

harvestable stage if planted by the date indicated, but yields of crops requiring multiple harvesting 

(tomatoes, peppers, cucumbers, etc.) likely will be rather light unless the fall weather is warmer than 

normal, and first frosts are unusually late.  In parts of New York where the fall weather averages milder 

than in Ithaca, planting a week to ten days later might be possible; for cooler areas move the dates 7-

10 days earlier.  The average first frost in NY is October 1. 
 

 
* Indicates variety is transplanted  

(x) Indicates variety may be transplanted or  seeded. If transplanted probably should be later than date given.  
(t) Indicates variety may be transplants, sets or seed. 

June 10 
 

June 30 
  July 15 

 
  July 31   August 10   Sept. 10 

 Beans, lima  
 Edible cowpeas  
 Herbs, most  
 Muskmelons*  
 Okra*   
 Popcorn  
 Edible Soybeans  
 Tomatoes (late)* 
 Watermelon* 

 Beans, pole snap  
 Brussels sprouts  
 Cabbage (late)  
 Celeriac  
 Celery*  
 Eggplant*  
 Leeks  
 Peppers  
 Sweet corn (med.)  
 Tomatoes (early) 

 Beans, snap  
 Cabbage(medium)* 
 Carrots  
 Cauliflower (late)*  
 Chinese cabbage  
 Cucumbers  
 Lettuce, head  
 Lettuce, romaine 
 Onions, green  
 Parsley  
 Parsnip  
 Rutabagas  
 Squash, summer  
 Sweet corn (early) 

 Beets  
 Broccoli (late)*  
 Cabbage(early)*   
 Collards  
 Endive  
 Kale  
 Kohlrabi  
 Lettuce, Bibb  
 Mustard  
 Peas  
 Radish, Chinese  
 Swiss chard 

 Broccoli (early)*  
 Cauliflower(early)* 
 Lettuce, leaf  
 Spinach  
 Turnip 

 Radish 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Hay Harvest in a Difficult Year: Time 
to Give Wide Swathing a Try? 

Janice Degni 
Team Leader and Field Crop Specialist 

 
 

With very few rain free days this spring, it seems 
like the principle of “Hay in a Day”, the catchy 
description of wide swathing, would allow 
harvest of some high quality hay crop even if on 
limited acreage. 
 

It works well when you match the acreage you 
harvest to the amount you can mow, ted, 
regather, and chop or bale in a 24-36 hour time 
frame, allowing you to make harvest progress 
between rain events. 
 
Dale Dewing, Extension Field Crops Specialist 

in Delaware County, reported the following in 
their May 24 Scissors Cut Report: 
 

“As is often the case, we had a one day weather 
window this week, and several farms were able 
to take advantage and get a field or two done. 
The key is mowing in a wide swath (80% + of 
mower width if possible), even tedding after a 
couple hours of drying. 
 

Rapid dry down preserves more sugar in the 
forage aiding in better fermentation and more 
digestible nutrients. More days available for 
harvest and more nutrients per pound of forage 
are a winning combination.  A timely first cut is 
the essential first step to an adequate inventory 
of high quality feed.” 
 

 
 

Advantages of Wide Swath Harvest 
Management 
During a wet spring, wide swathing may allow 
you to take advantage of more useful days for 
harvest, and help you complete first cutting 
sooner on some fields. You may be able to finish 
the harvest in fewer days, while producing drier 
baleage with a lower fiber (NDF) content. Since 
dry down time is reduced with wide swathing, 
fermentation and digestible energy are 
improved. Plant sugars are conserved by 
reducing respiration losses. Haylage porduced 
in this system has higher dry matter and lower 
soluble protein. 
 

Some producers discount wide swathing due to 
the time and effort expended to regather the 
swath for harvest. Rakes can introduce stones 
to the windrow that can wreak havoc on the 
chopper but shouldn’t bother a baler.  Hay crop 
quality suffers whether the hay is standing in the 
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field continuing to lay down fiber and reduce 
digestibility, or laying in a windrow consuming 
precious sugars while it rains for a day or 
more.  In this context, it seems worthwhile to 
experiment with wide-swathing to see if you can 
work out the system. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Key Points for Wide Swath Management 
Mow only as much as you can chop or bale that 
day. Lay hay out in as wide a swath as possible, 
and ted if needed. Watch the drying rate and 
rake when hay is within 1 or 2 points of desired 
moisture content. The hay will not dry much 
after raking. Wide rakes making large windrows 
will reduce harvest time. 
 

Here are a few tips for success from Dan 
Undersander, retired professor and forage 
specialist from the University of Wisconsin. 
Undersander presented the keynote address 
Advances in Haymaking at the 2016 Great 
Lakes Forage and Grazing Conference. MSU 
Extension Educator Philip Kaatz summarizes 
Undersayer’s main points below (source: Tips 
for a successful forage harvest). 
 

1. Take first cutting by plant 
height. Producers should measure the 
height at the top of the plant stem, not the tip 
of the leaflet. Consider harvesting at 28-29 
inches in height to get the best compromise 
between yield and quality of the crop. 
Research findings show a daily change of -
0.25 percent in crude protein, +0.36 percent 
in acid detergent fiber and +0.43 percent in 
neutral detergent fiber as the alfalfa matures. 

2. Use the widest swath possible (more than 
70 percent of cut area) when cutting for 
faster drying and higher forage quality. The 

wide swath provides the best opportunity for 
alfalfa plants to lose the first 15 percent water 
as fast as possible. Conditioning is necessary 
for hay but not haylage. Alfalfa and 
alfalfa/grass mixtures for hay should be 
conditioned with a roller conditioner, not a flail 
conditioner. 

3. Reduce the amount of leaf loss in alfalfa. 
Retaining the most leaves possible has been 
a long standing recommendation by forage 
experts. Alfalfa leaves are 15-20 percent 
neutral detergent fiber whereas the stems are 
55-75 percent neutral detergent fiber. Making 
sure machines are adjusted correctly and the 
operating speed have the largest effect on 
reducing leaf loss at harvest. 

4. Bale at the proper moisture levels to 
prevent mold growth and heating in 
storage. For square bales, the general 
recommendations are: small squares 19 
percent moisture or less, medium square 
bales (3 feet x 3 feet) less than 16 percent, 
and for large square bales (4 feet x 4 feet) 
less than 14 percent moisture. For round 
bales, the general recommendations are: 
small rounds (4 feet wide x 5 feet high) less 
than 18 percent moisture, medium rounds (5 
feet wide x 5 feet high) less than 16 percent 
moisture, and large (5 feet wide x 6 feet high) 
less than 15 percent moisture. 

5. Remove hay/haylage from the field as 
rapidly as possible to minimize wheel 
traffic damage. Research shows there is a 6 
percent per day reduction in yield of the next 
cutting for every day the field is driven over 
after cutting. Wheel tracks will damage the 
crown buds that produce the next cutting’s 
growth. Producers that tend to leave bales in 
the field for several days following baling will 
sacrifice yield unless they pick up bales 
immediately. 

 

For more details from our NYS Extension 
Forage Specialist, Dr. Jerry Cherney, read 
Research Shows Wide Swath Haymaking Can 
Produce Faster, Higher Quality, Less Costly 
Forage, a study supported by the Northern NY 
Agricultural Development Program. 
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USDA Announces National Sheep 
Industry Improvement Center 
Accepting Grant Proposals 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
announces that the National Sheep Industry 
Improvement Center’s board of directors is 
accepting grant proposals from July 1 through 
Sept. 15, 2019.  

Grants must be designed to improve the U.S. 
sheep industry and must accomplish one or 
more of the following objectives: 

 Strengthen and improve long-term 
sustainability of the lamb and wool industry’s 
infrastructure by increasing the numbers in 
production. 

 Provide integration of performance and 
production data from sources that can help 
enhance the National Sheep Improvement 
Program. 

 Provide leadership training and education to 
producers and packers within the sheep 
industry. 

 Enhance sheep production by improving 
infrastructure of the U.S. sheep industry 
through assistance to all segments of the 
industry to address sustainable production 
and marketing of sheep milk, meat, fiber and 
related services such as grazing for fire 
management and pasture improvements. 

 Promote lamb marketing through an 
organized method that can measure tangible 
results. 

 Enhance the sheep industry by coordinating 
information exchange and seeking mutual 
understanding and marketing within the 
international industry community. 

The Sheep Center will review each proposal, 
recommend funding and submit final 
recommendations to the USDA Agricultural 
Marketing Service (AMS) for approval. 

For more information about applying for a grant, 
contact Program Manager Steve Lee at (207) 
236-6567 or stevelee@nsiic.org, or send mail 
to: National Sheep Improvement Center; P.O. 
Box 646, Rockland, ME 04841  

The Sheep Center was established as part of 
the 2008 Farm Bill and was awarded funding by 
AMS to be used for the Sheep Production and 
Marketing Grant Program as part of the 2014 
Farm Bill.  

Grant funding can be used on activities 
designed to strengthen and enhance the 
production of marketing of sheep and sheep 
products in the United States through 
infrastructure development, business 
development, production, resource 
development, and market and environmental 
research. 

Additional information about the Sheep Center 
is available on the National Sheep Industry 

Improvement Center website www.nsiic.org. 
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Beef Quality Assurance (BQA) 
Training will be offered August 6 at 

Empire Farm Days 

 
BQA does more than just help beef producers capture 

value from their market cattle. When producers 

implement the best management practices of a BQA 

program, they assure their market steers, heifers, cows, 

and bulls are the best they can be. BQA reflects a 

positive public image and instills consumer confidence in 

the beef industry. (Courtesy Photo) 

 
SENECA FALLS, N.Y. — August 1 is the 
deadline for registering for the Tuesday-only 
August 6 Beef Quality Assurance (BQA) 
Training that will be offered from 4 pm to 5:30 
pm at Empire Farm Days. The training includes 
chuteside and classroom sessions, and 
qualifies for the BQA Recertification that is 
required every three years. Cost is $15 per 
person or $25 per farm and includes Beef BBQ. 
Those interested in participating must pre-
register with Mike Baker, Cornell University Beef 
Extension Specialist, at mjb28@cornell.edu or 
607-227-6320. 
 

 
 
BQA does more than just help beef producers 
capture value from their market cattle. When 
producers implement the best management 
practices of a BQA program, they assure their 

market steers, heifers, cows, and bulls are the 
best they can be. BQA reflects a positive public 
image and instills consumer confidence in the 
beef industry. 
 
Today, the stakes are even higher because of 
increased public attention on animal welfare. 
BQA is valuable to all beef and dairy producers 
because it demonstrates commitment to food 
safety and quality, safeguards the public image 
of the dairy industry, upholds consumer 
confidence in valuable beef products, protects 
the beef industry from additional and 
burdensome government regulation, improves 
sale value of marketed beef cattle, and 
enhances herd profitability through better 
management. 
 

 
The New York Beef Producers Association 
exhibits will have a new location under a hoof 
house at the August 6-8, 2019 Empire Farm 
Days at Rodman Lott and Son Farms in Seneca 
Falls,N.Y. The exhibit include live beef breeds, 
information displays, and Q and A with NY beef 
producers. 
 
Daily NY beef programming at the show 
includes the always-popular live cattle-handling 
demonstrations, happening at 10 am with Dr. 
Mike Baker and fencing industry 
representatives. 
 
New for 2019 is a truck and trailer inspection 
demonstration titled “Are You Ready?” Daily at 
12:00 pm, New York State Department of 
Transportation (DOT) personnel will use a truck 
and cattle trailer setup from Erwindale Farms to 
illustrate what to expect of a DOT inspection. 
 
Empire Farm Days is the annual agricultural and 

mailto:mjb28@cornell.edu


rural living showcase held each August at 
Rodman Lott and Son Farms, 2973 State Route 
414, Seneca Falls, NY. Admission is free; 
parking is $10 per vehicle. Find more details 
at www.empirefarmdays.com. 
 

–Empire Farm Day 
 

2019 Small Ruminant Management & 
Fiber Conference 

November 9-10, 2019 –  
Morrison Hall, Cornell University 
(507 Tower Rd., Ithaca, NY 14853) 

Sponsored by   

and Cornell Sheep & Goat Program 

The conference starts out Saturday morning, 
Nov 9th with presentations by renowned goat & 
sheep veterinarian and co-author of Goat 
Medicine, Cornell’s own Dr. Mary Smith 
DVM.  Dr. Smith will guide us through setting up 
a flock/herd health management program and 
then go into specifics on coping with foot and 
skin issues in small ruminants. We will also have 
a talk on innovations in parasite management by 
small ruminant extensionist, Dr. tatiana Stanton, 
and an intro to cashmere, mohair and wool fiber 
by Wini Labrecque co-author of the SGC Basic 
Manual: a prerequisite for advanced sorting 
and grading. Afternoon activities involve a 
short walk to the Livestock Pavilion to practice 
livestock skills relevant to most goat and sheep 
raisers such as hay evaluation, coping with 
kidding/lambing issues, hoof care and a more 
specific practical on evaluating cashmere goats 
under the guidance of trained professionals. 
Handicapped parking is available at the pavilion. 
The day will also include optional presentations 
on setting up a cashmere goat database in Italy 
(lunch) and in the United States (4:20 
pm).  Dinner can be on your own or you can opt 
to buy a dinner ticket followed by evening 
networking activities.  
 
 Sunday’s lineup (Nov 10th) focuses on fiber. 
Morning presentations by preeminent speakers 
from the Langston University Goat Center and 
Virginia Tech will cover cashmere genetics, 
genetics for color in fiber goats and sheep, and 

nutrition for follicle development and fiber 
production in small ruminants. Afternoon 
activities with leading fiber specialists include 
hands-on labs evaluating cashmere, mohair and 
wool, and presentations on designing and 
marketing fiber products. Attendees will also 
have the opportunity to learn more about 
proactive farm management to improve 
livestock/predator coexistence and farm /wildlife 
habitat from Dr. Nora Kravis, DVM of Chianti 
Cashmere, Italy. 

Registration: Please go to 
https://smallruminantmanagementandfiberconference.ev

entbrite.com/ to register.  For people attending 
both days, the fee is $80 for non-members of the 
Cashmere Goat Association (CGA) and $65 for 
members of CGA.  If interested in joining CGA, 
please go to 
http://www.cashmeregoatassociation.org/cga-

membership-registration/ .   
 
The fee to attend a single day (be it Saturday or 
Sunday) is $50 for both CGA members and non-
members.   
 
Sponsorships, tradeshow and youth 
discounts/scholarships: This conference 
would not be possible without support from farm 
and industry sponsors. We invite sponsors to 
participate in the trade show and highlight their 
services or products. For more information on 
being a sponsor and/or tradeshow participation, 
please contact Pamela Haendle at 
hermitpond@gmail.com .  More information on 
youth discounts and limited scholarships is 
available through Christine McBrearty-Hulse at 
cmcbreartyhulse@gmail.com . 

Schedule: Printable, up to date schedule for 
the conference is at: https://cpb-us-

e1.wpmucdn.com/blogs.cornell.edu/dist/5/6103/files/201
9/06/Small-Ruminant-Mgmt-Fiber-Conference-2019-
Schedule-06-17-2019.pdf 

Lodging: We have blocked rooms at the 
Clarion Inn (phone: 607-257-3100, 2310 N. 
Triphammer Rd., Ithaca, NY 14850) on Nov 8th, 
9th and/or 10th for $129.99/night.  Reservations 
must be made by October 18th and must 
specify either Cashmere Goat Association or 
CGA” to get this rate.  Blocked rooms include 
doubles and kings. Parking is free. 

http://www.empirefarmdays.com/
https://smallruminantmanagementandfiberconference.eventbrite.com/
https://smallruminantmanagementandfiberconference.eventbrite.com/
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http://www.cashmeregoatassociation.org/cga-membership-registration/
mailto:hermitpond@gmail.com
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https://cpb-us-e1.wpmucdn.com/blogs.cornell.edu/dist/5/6103/files/2019/06/Small-Ruminant-Mgmt-Fiber-Conference-2019-Schedule-06-17-2019.pdf
https://cpb-us-e1.wpmucdn.com/blogs.cornell.edu/dist/5/6103/files/2019/06/Small-Ruminant-Mgmt-Fiber-Conference-2019-Schedule-06-17-2019.pdf
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Tomato Troubles 

 

July 18, 2019; 1:30 – 2:30 PM.  Tomatoes are 
one of the most popular home garden 
vegetables.   This workshop will discuss some 
of the diseases, pests, and pathogens that can 
affect your plants and produce, such as blight, 
blossom end rot, fruit cracks, cutworms, etc.  
Also bring your questions and concerns and 
learn how to find the answers to your tomato 
problems. 
 
Speaker: Chris Gagliargo, Chemung County 
Master Gardener  
Place: Steele Memorial Library (large 
conference room), 101 E Church Street, Elmira, 
NY   

Workshop fee: Free, but a $3 suggested 
donation helps support our Horticulture 
Program. 

Please register with CCE Chemung at 607-734-
4453, 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Springwater Agricultural Products 
8663 Strutt Street, Springwater NY 

585-315-1094 or 607-759-0405 

 
Crop Production Materials, Foliar Nutrition & Adjuvant Sales 

SeedWay, NK&WL, Seed Sales:  

Corn, Soybeans, Small Grains, Forage & Pasture Grasses 

Sun up until Sun down!  Dave & Penny 

Farm tested with farm-friendly prices. 

 



 
 

  

RMA Announces Additional One-time Changes to Prevented Planting Provisions for 2019 Crop Year 

Dr. Jennifer Ifft, Director New York Crop Insurance Education Program and Assistant Professor of Agribusiness and Farm 

Management 

Charles H. Dyson School of Applied Economics and Management Jerzy Jaromczyk, Co-

director New York Crop Insurance Education Program 

This “additional relief” from USDA has critical implications for NY livestock producers with prevented planting claims. 

 
In response to delayed and prevented planting resulting from above average rainfall and wetness, the USDA Risk Management 

Agency has made a one-time change to the 2019 crop year prevented planting rules that effectively allows silage corn, if planted 

as a cover crop following local agricultural expert guidelines, to be acceptable as a post-prevented planting cover crop. Under 

this one-time rule change, producers are allowed to produce this crop while retaining their prevented planting payment. This 

change couples with previously announced one-time changes to the prevented planting rules - including expanded acceptable 

uses for post-prevented planting cover crops and a change in the cover crop haying and grazing start date rule - serve to help 

those struggling to meet their forage needs due to the weather. 

 
The USDA-RMA states that “For crop insurance purposes, a cover crop is a crop generally recognized by agricultural 

experts as agronomically sound for the area for erosion control or other purposes related to conservation or soil 

improvement.” Cornell University experts have released a letter stating “Corn on Prevented Planting acres meets these 

objectives”, available here. 
 

We recommend you speak to your crop insurance agent to see what prevented planting options are available to help you cope with 

the difficult planting conditions. 

 
Additional Resources: 

● RMA - 2019 Prevented Planting Insurance Provision Fact Sheet 

● RMA - Prevented Planting Haying and Grazing Date Change Announcement 

● RMA - Prevented Planting Flooding FAQ 

● Cornell Pro Dairy - Forage Considerations Beyond Corn 

● Cornell Pro Dairy - Storage Strategies for Over Mature Hay 

● Cornell CCE - Summer Annual Forage Options for NNY 

● Illinois Farmdoc - Cover Crops and Prevent Planting in 2019 

● U. of Wisc. - Prevented Planting Cover Crop Information 

● MSU - Prevented Planting Cover Crop Information 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://cpb-us-e1.wpmucdn.com/blogs.cornell.edu/dist/6/8472/files/2019/06/RMA-PP-Ag-Expert-Letter-6-28-2019.pdf
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https://farmdocdaily.illinois.edu/2019/06/cover-crops-and-prevent-planting-in-2019.html
https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/grain/extreme-weather/
https://www.canr.msu.edu/news/corn-and-soybeans-as-cover-crops-following-prevented-planting


 
 

 

 Normal Prevented 
Planting Rule 

One-time 2019 Prevented 
Planting Changes 

 

 

Change in key 
prevented planting 
cover crop use date. 

You can plant an acceptable cover 
crop on your prevented planting 

acreage as long as you do not graze 
or hay it before November 1. 

 

Grazing or haying an acceptable 
prevented planting cover crop 

before November 1 will forfeit at 
least part of your prevented 

planting payment. 

You can plant an acceptable cover 
crop on your prevented planting 

acreage as long as you do not graze, 
hay or use for silage before 

September 1. 

 

Grazing or haying an acceptable 
prevented planting cover crop 

before September 1 will forfeit your 
prevented planting payment. 

 

Change in acceptable 
prevented planting 

cover crop use. 

The prevented planting cover crop 
may be grazed or hayed. 

 

Any other use, including silage, will 
lead to forfeiture of at least part of 
your prevented planting payment. 

The prevented planting cover crop 
may be grazed, hayed, or used for 

silage, haylage and baleage. 

 

Any other use will lead to 
forfeiture of at least part of your 

prevented planting payment. 

 Only crops generally Silage corn, if used in 

accordance with local 
agriculture expert guidelines, 

may be added to the list of 
acceptable prevented planting 

cover crops. 
 

The planting of any crop not 
deemed an acceptable prevented 

planting cover crop, which this year 
may include silage corn, will lead to 

at least partial forfeiture of your 
prevented planting payment. 

 recognized by agriculture 

 experts as agronomically 

 sound for the area for erosion 

 control, or other conservation 

Addition of silage corn 
as an acceptable 

prevented planting 
cover crop. 

or soil improvement purposes are 
acceptable prevented planting 

cover crops. This typically does not 
include silage corn. 

 

The planting of any crop not 
deemed an acceptable 

prevented planting cover crop 
will lead to at least partial 

forfeiture of your prevented 
planting payment. 

 
 

  
  
  

 

 

For more New York State crop insurance resources, visit www.agriskmanagement.cornell.edu 

 

Cornell University delivers crop insurance education in New York State in partnership with the USDA, Risk Management Agency. 

This material is funded in partnership by USDA, Risk Management Agency, under award number RM18RMETS524C018. 

 
Diversity and Inclusion are a part of Cornell University's heritage. We are an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, 

Protected Veterans, and Individuals with Disabilities. 
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DAIRY MARKET WATCH 
Milk Component Prices Milk Class Prices Statistical Uniform Price & PPD 
 

Month 

 

Butterfat 

 

Protein 
I 

(Boston) 

 

II 

 

III 

 

IV 

 

Jamestown, NY 

 

Albany, NY 
Albany 

$/gal. 
to 

farmer May 18 $2.62 $1.86 $17.69 $14.47 $15.18 $14.57 $14.99 ($0.19) $15.69 $0.41 $1.35 

June 18 $2.66 $1.74 $18.50 $15.48 $15.21 $14.91 $15.55 $ 0.34 $16.15 $0.94 $1.39 
July 18 $2.52 $1.48 $18.61 $15.20 $14.10 $14.14 $14.99 $0.89 $15.59 $1.49 $1.34 
Aug 18 $2.60 $1.62 $17.40 $15.07 $14.95 $14.63 $15.06 $0.11 $15.66 $0.71 $1.35 

Sep 18 $2.54 $2.00 $18.10 $15.13 $16.09 $14.81 $15.56 ($0.53) $16.16 $0.07 $1.39 

Oct 18 $2.56 $1.72 $19.58 $15.54 $15.53 $15.01 $16.04 $0.51 $16.64 $1.11 $1.43 

Nov 18 $2.53 $1.34 $18.77 $15.63 $14.44 $15.06 $15.47 $1.03 $16.07 $1.63 $1.39 
Dec 18 $2.50 $1.14 $18.30 $15.67 $13.78 $15.09 $15.12 $1.34 $15.72 $1.94 $1.36 

Jan 19 $2.50 $1.19 $18.37 $15.74 $13.96 $15.48 $15.27 $1.31 $15.87 $1.91 $1.37 

Feb 19 $2.53 $1.78 $18.55 $16.13 $13.89 $15.86 $15.50 $1.61 $16.10 $2.21 $1.39 
Mar 19 $2.55 $1.63 $19.23 $16.61 $15.04 $15.71 $16.02 $0.98 $16.62 $1.58 $1.43 

Apr 19 $2.54 $1.99 $19.01 $16.38 $15.96 $15.72 $16.19 $0.23 $16.79 $0.83 $1.45 

May 19 $2.57 $2.12 $19.67 $16.48 $16.38 $16.29 $16.65 $0.27 $17.25 $0.87 $1.49 

May Utilization (Northeast):  Class I = 30%;   Class II = 23%;   Class III = 26%;  Class IV = 21%. 
Class I = fluid milk; Class II = soft products, cream, and yogurt; Class III = cheese (American, Italian), evaporated and condensed products; Class IV = butter and milk powder. 

Dairy Commodity Markets (USDA Dairy Market News – Volume 86, Report 25, June 21st) 
 
Cheese: Cheese production is at full speed now. 
School hiatuses have diverted more fluid milk into 
Class III and other processing facilities in all regions. 
After weeks of historically puny Class III spot milk 
discounts, Midwestern prices reached $3 under 
Class this week. That said, most pricing fell closer to 
the $1 under Class point. More milk and active 
production will add to inventories, which contacts, 
even in the Western region, are stating are less 
abundant than they have been. There is no dearth of 
cheese, but any reports of tightening supplies are 
only positive for market conditions. Relatedly, block 
prices have remained strong, continuing their bullish 
trajectory. Meanwhile, barrels have vacillated since 
early May. This week, however, barrels have gained 
some on block prices and tightened the large price 
gap, while also broaching $1.70 for the first time in 
over five weeks. Current markets have cheese 
producers feeling a little less pressure, as buying 
interest has steadied and/or improved across the 
country. Market tones are cautiously optimistic.  
 
Dry Products: Low/medium heat nonfat dry milk 
prices are steady to a bit down. For prices at the top 
of the range, there is more resistance to purchasing. 
Trading activities are slower this week and demand 
from Mexico is stable to declining. Some customers 
are adopting the wait-and-see approach. High heat 
nonfat dry milk prices edged higher at the bottom of 
the range in the East and Central, but remained even 
in the West. Interest varies by regions. 
 
 

Fluid Milk: Fluid milk output is mixed in the East as 
production is steady to higher in the Southeast, 
declining in the Mid-Atlantic and Florida, and 
variable in the Northeast. Class I sales are steady to 
slow throughout the country.  
  
Butter: As many Class II processors, especially ice 
cream makers, continue pulling strong on butterfat 
supplies, cream volumes are becoming less 
available for butter churning. Some manufacturers 
are still using the microfixing output process to meet 
their clients’ immediate needs for print butter. At this 
point, the butter market tone is unsettled, but 
expected to firm throughout the summer season as 
milk butterfat levels are reaching thelower point of 
the year. Requests from retailers and food service 
are fair/good.  
  

Friday CME Cash Prices 

Dates 5/24 5/31 6/7 6/14 6/21 

Butter $2.38 $2.36 $2.39 $2.37 $2.39 

Cheese 
(40# 

blocks) 

$1.68 $1.72 $1.75 $1.78 $1.82 
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Excerpt from “Dairy Situation and Outlook, June 18, 2019” 
by Bob Cropp, Professor Emeritus, University of Wisconsin Cooperative 

Extension 

The good news is milk prices continue to improve. The Class III price which was as low as $13.89 in February will 
improve about $2.40 in June to around $16.30. The Class IV price which was as low as $15.48 in January will 
improve about $1.30 to around $16.80 in June. Much lower milk production is the driver for improved milk prices. 
The continued exiting of dairy producers and the slaughter of cows running 5.0% higher than a year ago is reducing 
the size of the dairy herd. 

Butter and cheese sales continue to show modest growth. But, fluid (beverage) mill sales continue the downward 
trend with April sales 3.1% lower than a year ago and year-to-date sales 2.5% lower. While lower than a year ago, 
dairy exports are supportive of milk prices. With lower milk production exports do not need to be as high to support 
milk prices. For the first four months of the year exports on a volume basis were the third highest with 2018 being 
the highest and 2014 the second highest. Much lower exports to China is the major factor for reduce volume of 
exports. China’s retaliatory tariffs and the African swine fever resulted in April exports to China being 64% lower 
than a year ago. Cheese exports have held up. While April cheese exports were one percent lower than a year 
ago, year-to-date exports are 7% higher. April exports were down 25% for nonfat dry milk/skim milk power, 71% 
for butterfat and 31% for total whey products. Yet on a total solids basis exports were equivalent to 14.4% of milk 
production. 

Milk prices should improve further as we progress through the rest of the year. USDA now forecasts milk 
production for the year to be just 0.3% higher than 2018, the result of cow numbers averaging 0.7% lower and 
milk per cow 1.0% higher. It looks like feed prices will be higher. Alfalfa hay prices will be higher. Current hay 
stocks are tight and there are reports of significant winter kill in some areas along with a challenge of harvesting 
quality first cutting due to wet weather. Delayed corn planting and unplanted acres means higher corn prices. 
Tighter feed supplies, lower quality forages along with higher feed prices will likely continue to reduce cow 
numbers and dampen milk per cow this fall and winter. 

Butter and cheese sales are expected to continue to show modest growth. While exports will be lower exports will 
still support to milk prices. It doesn’t look like the trade dispute with China will end soon. In May U.S. increased 
tariffs on China’s goods and China in turn increased tariffs levied on U.S. dairy products. But, in May U.S. eliminated 
tariffs on steel and aluminum from Mexico and Mexico in turn eliminated its tariffs on U.S, cheese. This could be 
positive for cheese exports later this year and going into 2020. 

As of now we could see the Class III price in the low $17’s by August and in the mid to high $17’s by fourth quarter. 
Some are predicting Class III even in the $18’s. Class IV could be in the low $17’s by July and in the mid $17’s 
fourth quarter. If this holds true, Class III would average about $16.30 for the year compared to $14.61 in 2018 and 
the Class IV price would average about $17.00 compared to $15.09 in 2018. 

 

 
  
 

. 



1

2 

 

Cornell Cooperative Extension 
   of Steuben County 
20 East Morris Street 
Bath, NY  14810 

 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
***************************************************************************************************************************** 
COMING EVENTS 
 

 
July 18, 2019; 1:30 – 2:30 PM.  Tomato Troubles- Steele Memorial Library (large conference room), 
101 E Church Street, Elmira, NY   See ad in this issue for more information. 

 

***************************************************************************************************************************** 
FOR LEASE/RENT  
 

Available For Rent: Steuben County SWCD has an Esch 10’ No-Till Drill for rent.  Rates are $12-
$25/acre based on number of acres planted. Delivery/pickup available. Please call (607)776-7398 ext.3 
for more information. 
 
Seeking conservation minded individual with interests in permaculture to rent 3-4 acre, gentle grade, 
southern exposure field for agricultural production in Steuben County, NY. Acceptable practices include 
organic vegetable production, small scale poultry, and organic greenhouse or high tunnel production. 
Other considerations will be determined by owner. Improved, uncultivated ground will require proper 
preparation for success. Currently no housing available on the property, but can be discussed with 
owner in the future. Contact CCE Steuben at 607-664-2574 for further information.   
  
Attention Cattle Farmers:  I have pasture/farmland for rent, 40-50 acres, reasonable rate. Located in 
Steuben County on State Rt. 63.  Contact Marian Crawford at 585-728-5303. Friday CME Cash Prices 

Dates 5/4 5/11 5/18 5/25 6/22 
Butter $2.35 $2.33 $2.38 $2.41 $2.29 

Cheese 
(40# Blocks) 

$1.66 $1.63 $1.58 $1.61 $1.49 

 


