
        By Sue Gwise, Horticulture Educator 

Well, the emerald ash borer (EAB) has finally shown up in Jefferson County.  After several years of watching 

and waiting EAB was found in traps that were deployed last summer in the towns of Theresa, Cape Vincent, 

and Alexandria. 

If you have ash trees you basically have 

three options.  Make no mistake—this 

insect will kill your tree unless it is 

treated with a systemic insecticide.  

Throughout the range of ash in the 

eastern U.S., very few resistant trees 

have been found. 

1) Treatment.  If you want to save the 

tree, the best option is to have a 

systemic insecticide injected directly 

into the vascular system of the tree.  

This control is 99% effective and 

must be done by an arborist or 

certified pesticide applicator.  

Treatments are repeated every two 

years and must be applied in the 

spring.  For a list of applicators 

contact Jefferson County 

Cooperative Extension. 

2) Remove the tree while it is still green.  This may seem counterintuitive, but as an ash tree dies from EAB 

infestation the wood dries out in a manner that makes the tree very dangerous.  A condition called ‘ash 

snap’ develops and the tree can spontaneously break apart.  Even a tree with only 20% dieback is unsafe 

and tree cutters will not climb these trees for removal.  If you wait too long cranes and lifts will be 

necessary to remove the tree which is much more expensive. 

3) Do nothing.  This is the worst option.  Once the tree begins to die and ash snap develops, the tree is a 

liability.  It will eventually come down possibly on your house, powerlines, sidewalks or your neighbor’s 

property.  A controlled removal is a much safer and less expensive option.     
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Contact us for more information at 315-788-8450  

or jefferson@cornell.edu. 
 

Visit our website at www.ccejefferson.org. 
 

Find us on Facebook at: 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson County  

and Jefferson County, NY 4H 


