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CCE Oneida County Agriculture has a new group on facebook!  
Join our group today at:   
https://www.facebook.com/groups/CCEoneidacountyAgriculture/ 
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Farm Fest 2019 
“Impossible Without You!” 

…and a special thank you to  
 Brabant Farm  

our hosts for Farm Fest 2019 
Along with the Farm Fest Committee and over100 Volunteers  

for your continued support of Farm Fest. 
 

Farm Fest continues to receive donations from the farm and                 
agribusiness community and our list of supporters continues to grow. 
Farm Fest 2020 will be held on Friday May 29th location TBD 

If you would like to contribute to Farm Fest 2020                       
please contact Terri (315) 768-3120. 

Browns Feed 
Buell Fuels 
CaroVail 
Cazenovia Equipment  
Cenpeco/T. Burns 
Clinton Tractor  
Dairy Farmers of America (DFA) 
DuPont Trucking 
Eastern Crown 
Farm Credit East 
Fisher Farms 
German Flatts Veterinary Clinic 
Gold Star Feed 
GrowMark 
Hannaford 
Hood 
Husted Trucking 
JC Livestock 
Leatherstocking Vets 

Lincoln Davies 
Lois V. Lane 
Louis Gale and Son 
Lutz Feed Company  
Dairy One/A. Makuch  
Niedzielski Insurance 
NY Central Processors 
Obreza Trucking 
Poland Sand and Gravel 
Rapp Nutrition  
Stewarts shops 
Hood 
T & P Sales (Richardson’s) 
Vernon Agri-Service 
Verona Vet Service 
Wadhams Enterprises  
Warner sales 
Whites Farm Supply 



Upcoming Events 

Young Farmers’ Discussion Group Summer Social. 
Friday July 12th @ 8:30pm  

We are keeping the momentum going! Please make plans to join us  
at the home of Alan and Marylynn Collins 9660 Loughlin Rd. Sauquoit,  
for an evening of networking, socializing and learning opportunities.  

Topics slated for this evening discussion include, but are not limited to, 
farm transitioning and improving communication skills on our farms.  
Light snacks and cold refreshments will be available.  Reservations 
strongly encouraged. Please text your to 315-368-8603 or email to 

mrm7@cornell.edu.  Watch for meeting reminders in July’s Farm Flash, 
on our website at www.cce.oneida/events or join our new facebook 

group https://www.facebook.com/groups/CCEoneidacountyAgriculture/   

Roundup resistant weed control Field event 
July 24, 2019 time: 1pm to 2:30pm 

VanHatten Farm,  7810  Putnam Road, Barneveld, NY 
1.5 NYSDEC pesticide recertification credits 

1.5 CCA credits 0.5 crop mgmt., 1 IPM 
Please preregister by calling Linda at 315-736-3394 x 124 

Farming and Podcasts: “I Farm Oneida” Keeps Us Connected 
The Agriculture Department at CCE Oneida is expanding its 

programming efforts to include audio podcasts.  Our farming 
community is active year round and in need of information daily.  

Podcasts offer our farming audience brief, timely and relevant 
information they can access on the go.  Smartphone users can access 

our podcast tracks ( or episodes) by downloading the SoundCloud 
App.  For iphone users use the App Store, Android devices get in on 

Google Play. Once you have downloaded the SoundCloud App, search 
for I Farm Oneida to access the weekly crop report as well as future 

podcasts that will cover a variety of topics effecting local agriculture in 
and around Oneida County.  

Taste of Central New York Meat and Greet 
Wednesday, July 24, 2019, 4:00 PM - 7:00 PM 
The Taste of Central NY Meat and Greet "Buy Local Grill Local" is an 
event for the consumer to sample AND purchase a variety of locally 
raised and harvested meats.   
This event will take place and is hosted by North Star Orchards, 4741 
Rt 233, Westmoreland NY.  
If you are interested in being a vendor, please follow  the link 
below for information and registration. Space is limited and 
applications will be reviewed on a first come basis. 
https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/TCNYMG_230 
all meat for sampling and sale must be processed under USDA 
inspection.  
Grills provided by The Hearth Shop 

mailto:mrm7@cornell.edu
http://www.cce.oneida
https://www.facebook.com/groups/CCEoneidacountyAgriculture/
https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/TCNYMG_230


Grant to Fund Technical Assistance with  
Farm Human Resource Management 

The Cornell Small Farms Program has grant funding available for  
farms to receive technical assistance with developing human 
resource management practices and tools. Selected farms will be 
matched with a “Smart Farming Team” of consultants who will 
provide one on one technical assistance with items such as: 
Hiring Employees 101 – Getting Off To A Good Start, On Boarding & 
Training Employees Quickly And Effectively, Fine-Tuning & Improving 
The Working Environment, H2-A Readiness, For Application and 
Instructions http://agworkforce.cals.cornell.edu/2019/02/27/grant-to
-fund-technical-assistance-with-farm-human-resource-management/ 

No Health Insurance? High Deductible?   
If you are 40 years old or older The Cancer Services Program may be able to help you 

get screenings for, Breast, cervical or colon cancer.  Call 315-798-5248 for information. 

The results are in!  Census of Agriculture 
The 2017 Census of Agriculture is a complete count of U.S. farms and 
ranches and the people who operate them. Even small plots of land - 

whether rural or urban - growing fruit, vegetables or some food animals 
count if $1,000 or more of such products were raised and sold, or 

normally would have been sold, during the Census year. The Census of 
Agriculture, taken only once every five years, looks at land use and 

ownership, operator characteristics, production practices, income and 
expenditures. For America’s farmers and ranchers, the Census of 

Agriculture is their voice, their future, and their opportunity. You can 
download the complete report  https://www.nass.usda.gov/AgCensus/  

Growing Microgreens Indoors 
Saturday, July 13, 2019, 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM 

Register here>>>https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/microgreens_230 
or call 315-736-3394 ext 168 

Utica Stampede  
July 11 & 12 events start at 7pm each day 

Adirondack Bank Center, Utica NY 
Utica Stampede, facilitated by Lucky E Production, is an official American 

Professional Rodeo Association (APRA) event. The Utica Stampede spans two 
days and will feature eight different events: Bull riding, Bareback Horse 

Riding, Saddle Bronc Horse Riding, Barrel Racing, Breakaway Roping, Team 
Roping, Tie Down Roping, and Steer Wrestling. Approximately 30 bull riders, 

some of the best from across the Northeast, will compete for large cash 
prizes in each event. Tickets are on sale on empirestatetix.com, in person at 

the Adirondack Bank Center Box Office, or over the phone by calling  
315-790-9070. https://www.adkbankcenter.com/  

Second Requirement of The NYS Sexual Harassment  
Prevention Policy: Employee Training by October 9, 2019  
If you have any questions or need assistance contact Bonnie at 

bsc33@cornell.edu or 315-736-3394 
see funding opportunity below! 

http://agworkforce.cals.cornell.edu/2019/02/27/grant-to-fund-technical-assistance-with-farm-human-resource-management/
http://agworkforce.cals.cornell.edu/2019/02/27/grant-to-fund-technical-assistance-with-farm-human-resource-management/
https://www.nass.usda.gov/AgCensus/
https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/microgreens_230
https://www.adkbankcenter.com/


Hemp 
In 2018, the federal government recognized hemp as an agricultural crop for 
the first time. If you are interested in growing hemp for fiber, grain or CBD  

please contact CCE-Oneida and we will provide you with current  
resources to help you investigate this enterprise.   

Cornell has a website that may answer most of your questions:  
https://hemp.cals.cornell.edu/ 

NYS Advancing Ag Energy Initiative 
The initiative helps fund emerging technologies and practices to make farm 

operations more energy-efficient. Proposals are welcome from farmers,  
equipment manufacturers, trade organizations, and others. 

For info and to apply for Round 2 by Sept 26th  
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/Programs/Advancing-Agricultural-

Energy-Technologies  

The Christmas Tree Farmers Association of NY (CTFANY) is pleased to 
invite members and other interested growers to its  

2019 Summer Meeting, which will be held in Marion NY, scheduled for Thurs, 
July 11, through Sat, July 13. Every summer, the members of the organization 

travel to a different member’s farm to network, share, learn, and catch up 
with each other after a busy winter season. See the map with locations and 

schedule on their website www.christmastreesny.org 

Due to a nationwide shortage of pullorum antigen, the New 
York State Department of Agriculture and Markets is waiving 
the pullorum test requirement for poultry of New York State 
origin to attend New York fairs and shows.  
The waiver will be in effect for the 2019 fair season.  
This waiver does not apply to poultry from out-of-state.  
Out-of-state poultry must be from a flock that participates in NPIP or 
must be tested for pullorum-typhoid in order to attend New York fairs 
and shows. Poultry import requirements, fair requirements, and waiver 
information can be found on the New York State Department of Agri-
culture’s website: https://www.agriculture.ny.gov/AI/AIHome.html.  
New York is a pullorum-typhoid clean state. Pullorum-typhoid testing is 
still an important means for maintaining pullorum-free poultry and it 
should be expected that testing will resume in the 2020 fair season.  
More information on pullorum-typhoid disease can be found here: 
http://www.cfsph.iastate.edu/DiseaseInfo/disease.php?name=fowl-
typhoid&lang=en. 

2019 Cornell Maple Camp: July 23 – 26  
Are you new to maple or looking to expand your knowledge of maple 
syrup production? Cornell’s comprehensive, 4 day training program 
covers all aspects of maple production ranging from sugarbush 
management to value-added products and everything in between.  
Hosted in the Arnot Forest just south of Ithaca, NY, this course 
provides hands-on instruction in a 7,000 tap sugarbush with 
experienced researchers and staff from the Cornell Maple Program.  
For more information and registration, visit www.cornellmaple.com or 
contact Aaron Wightman at arw6@cornell.edu. 

https://hemp.cals.cornell.edu/
https://www.agriculture.ny.gov/AI/AIHome.html
http://www.cfsph.iastate.edu/DiseaseInfo/disease.php?name=fowl-typhoid&lang=en
http://www.cfsph.iastate.edu/DiseaseInfo/disease.php?name=fowl-typhoid&lang=en
http://www.cornellmaple.com


There are 4 bills to be considered by our NY Legislature to ban the use of the 
following commonly used agricultural pesticides: Roundup, atrazine, 
Neonicitinoids: imidacloprid (gaucho), clothianidin (poncho), and 
thiamethaxam (cruiser), Metalaxyl (allegiance), Chlopyrifos (lorsban)  
You can share your thoughts on these bills with your NY legislatures 

The individuals that represent us in the NY legislature are           
Brian Miller  315-736-3879 millerb@nyassembly.gov     
Marianne Buttenshon  315-732-105 buttenschonm@nyassembly.gov   
John Salka 315-361-4125 salkaj@nyassembly.gov 
Joe Griffo (315) 793-9072  griffo@nysenate.gov 

For information, You can contact our office at 315-736-3394 ext 120 

Grasstravaganza Grazing and Soil Health Conference – 
July 25-27, 2019, SUNY Cobleskill The 2019 theme “Health and 
Resiliency from Soil to Table” will cover the importance of grazing 
livestock with a Soil to Table perspective and includes both regional and 
national speakers to include, Dr. Elaine Ingham, microbiologist and soil 
biology researcher and founder of Soil Foodweb Inc. as well as 
workshops, hands-on learning at the college farm, and farm tours. For 
information https://web.cobleskill.edu/grasstravaganza/  

SAVE THE DATE!  Register NOW 
Aspiring Farmers Academy 

5 session the 3rd Tuesday 6pm to 8:30pm at CCE Oneida County  
Jan 21, Feb 18, March 17, April 21, May 19 

Who should attend? Prospective or exploring farmers , Startup farms, 
restrategizing farmers 

Featuring: Whole Farm Planning, Marketing, Business Management, 
Land Acquisition & Tenure, Sustainable Farming Practices 
Workshops Are to help farmers make informed farm planning decisions. 
At the end of each workshop additional resources and Cornell service 
provider contact information will be provided. 
Benefiting: You, Your Family, Your Community 
Cost for all 5 session: $15 individual or $25 for 2 from same farm  
register at  HTTPS://REG.CCE.CORNELL.EDU/AFA2020_230 

Farm Safety Funds Available thru NYCAMH: 
The New York Center for Agricultural Medicine and Health (NYCAMH) 
has money available for farmers looking to improve safety on their 
farms.  The John May Farm Safety Fund is available to residents of NY 
who are actively farming (part or full-time), and have farm gross 
receipts of $10,000-$100,000 OR dairy farm with fewer than 400 
milking cows.  There is no strict deadline to submit applications, but 
the number of awards and the amount will be determined by NYCAMH 
on a first-come, first-served basis.  Awards may not exceed 50% of the 
estimated total project cost, with a maximum award amount of $5,000. 
Specific details and requirements are described in the application 
packet.  To obtain an application on line visit: http://www.nycamh.org/
programs/john-may-farm-safety-fund/. If you’re without internet 
please contact our office at 315-736-3394 ext 132 for additional help in 
getting an application.  

mailto:millerb@nyassembly.gov
mailto:buttenschonm@nyassembly.gov
mailto:salkaj@nyassembly.gov
mailto:griffo@nysenate.gov
https://web.cobleskill.edu/grasstravaganza/
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Dairy Margin Coverage: Enrollment Period Closes 9/30/19 
By Marylynn Collins 

Perhaps you were bogged down with corn planting and hay harvest over 
the past six weeks and unable to dedicate time to the various dairy risk 
management options.  Understanding the various options and deciding 
on which risk management tool or combination of tools that will best 
serve your dairy business can be a daunting task. Let us review this 
topic of dairy risk management here and hopefully bring everyone up to 
speed.   
As this issue of Farm Flash hits your mailbox, the enrollment period the 
Dairy Margin Coverage (DMC) program is underway.  You still have 
some time to mull over this option, but do not drag your boots.  The 
enrollment period closes September 30, 2019.  Enacted with the 2018 
Farm Bill, the DMC program has been promoted as being a more 
effective option compared to the Margin Protection Plan (MPP) offered in 
the previous farm bill. The changes to the DMC program may or may 
not have bearing on whether you choose to sign up.  Here are the key 
differences and points to consider:  

 The Dairy Margin Cover program is retroactive to January 1, 2019. 
There will be indemnity payments for the first quarter of 2019 ( Jan. 
thru March) and likely for the second quarter (April thru June). 
Producers choosing to enroll in this program are at an advantage for 
2019 in that we now know how the futures markets played out for 
the first two quarters.  Looking ahead to 2020 and beyond, 
producers may not have the same confidence in the likelihood of a 
payout, time will tell. 

 Margin coverage levels have changed. Under Tier 1 coverage, 
producers can choose margins from $4 to $9.50. This was capped at 
$8 under MPP. Under Tier 2, the cap at $8 remains 

 The amount of milk that can be covered has changed. Tier 1 
coverage jumps to 5 million pounds, up from 4 million under MPP. 

 Coverage levels now range from 5% to 95% of your production 
history. Your production history will now be locked in for the term of 
the farm bill.  There is no longer a production bump that accounted 
for national milk production increases. 

 Farms that commit to all 5 years will receive a 25% reduction in 
premium costs. You must lock in one set margin for all 5 years.  
There is an option to sign up a year at a time as well, you have the 
option to jump in and out at your discretion, but you will sacrifice 
the 25% reduction in premium. 

 Producers, who participated in MPP, may have reimbursements 
coming to them. (FSA will notify you) If you choose not to 
participate in DMC, you can request a 50% cash reimbursement.  
You must notify FSA by September 30 of your intentions. The other 
option is to turn that reimbursement into a credit towards your DMC 
premium, 75% of the reimbursement amount would be credited.  

 The sweet spot, or the margin figure that is most impactful, appears 
to be the $9.50 option. (See attached graph) Dairy economists have 
shared that over the past five years, the average margin has been in 
the ballpark of $9.30; even with the high milk price year of 2014 in 
the calculations. 
                               Continued on next page 



I would encourage you to visit the Dairy Markets and Policy website: 
www.dairymarkets.org in order to plug you farm specific numbers into 
the dairy decision tool.  This tool will allow you to see an estimate of 
your DMC premium payment at various coverage levels.  It also 
provides the probability of payments being triggered.  Please keep in 
mind that the DMC program is not the ONLY risk management option to 
explore.  You may also want to look into the Dairy Revenue Program 
and the LGM-Dairy.  It is now possible to enroll in both the DMC and 
LGM-Dairy, or the DMC and DRP and cover the same milk.  Several 
options exist to help cover your risks.  Taking the time to understand 
the programs and push the pencil will be necessary as you attempt to 
navigate the next five years in our dairy industry.  

http://www.dairymarkets.org


Gross Profit Margin: 
How to Calculate and Control It 

Submitted by Bonnie Collins 
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 Increasing profitability often depends on doing many small 
things, rather than one big change. There are two ways you can 
increase profit margins- reduce costs or increase sale. 
 As a producer how do I reduce costs and increase sales?  A 
dairy or any Ag business is like any other business that lives in a free 
market such as the United States. How is a free market defined? A free 
market is defined as an economic system based on supply and demand 
with little or no government control (we can debate this later). Free 
markets are characterized by a spontaneous order or arrangements 
through which individuals make economic decisions.  
 While there are no pure free markets, economist who measure 
the degree of freedom in markets have found a generally positive 
relationship between free markets and measures of economic well-
being in a society.  
 How do you increase your profit margins with small, frequent 
improvements?  First, let’s consider a formula for calculating profit 
margin. For instance, say your variable production costs equal $8,000 
and you receive $10,000 revenue. Your gross profit is $2,000. Divide 
this figure by the total revenue to get your gross profit margin: 0.2. 
Multiply this figure by 100 to get your gross profit margin percentage: 
20%. 
 What does the gross profit margin percentage tell us? A margin 
of profit expresses how much of every dollar of revenue our business 
keeps of its earnings. Without an adequate gross margin, a business 
cannot pay for its operating costs. Operating costs are those fixed 
costs, such as selling, taxes, interest, and general administrative costs.  
 Most good dairy producers strive to do their best every year. 
However, when cash is tight you have to make some tough decisions 
on what cost to cut that is not detrimental to milk production. One                                                          
focus should be on income over feed costs, this is your margin to pay 
all other costs. 
 Negotiating lower prices with suppliers, reviewing processes and 
systems to minimize waste, and setting measurable targets to monitor 
how effectively your goals are performing are devices to consider. 

 Can you purchase common item supplies in bulk at a reduced price? 

 Can you connect with your insurance agent to review your policy for 
possible coverage of equipment that you don’t have?  

 Can you reduce your utility use of power, gas or water consumption 
in your system processed?  

 Can you schedule labor so you don’t have unnecessary labor costs?  

 Can you consolidate labor tasks or audit that the appropriate 
employee is doing the appropriate work? 

 Many times cost saving comes in the form of strategic planning 
in processing and review of what you already have available.   



Helping Calves Beat the Heat 
Submitted by Marlynn Collins 

Have you ever noticed during extremely hot temperatures your 
calves don’t want to drink all their milk? This has been observed during 
previous calf studies at Miner Institute, so this past summer we 
conducted a study funded by a grant from the farmer-driven Northern 
New York Agricultural Development Program to determine if 
supplementing fat to milk replacer, while still feeding the same volume, 
would give calves the extra energy they needed to regulate their body 
temperature when ambient temperatures were outside the calves’ 
thermoneutral zone (78˚F). This way we would be feeding calves a 
more energy-dense diet without trying to get them to consume a larger 
quantity of milk replacer. This is important because when temperatures 
exceed the thermoneutral zone, calves must use additional energy 
above their normal maintenance requirements to thermoregulate, 
therefore decreasing the amount of energy available for growth.  

Sixty Holstein calves (27 heifers and 33 bulls) housed in 
individual hutches were assigned randomly to 1 of 3 treatments based 
on age and sex as they were born:  

1) milk replacer with no added fat (CON),  
2) milk replacer with added fat only when daily temperature 

exceeded 78°F (FTEMP), 
3) milk replacer with added fat for all study days (FALL). 
Calves were fed the same amount of milk replacer (26% crude 

protein, 18% fat, and 13% solids) twice daily following a step-up/step-
down feeding strategy from 2 to 57 d of age, with the weaning process 
starting on day 44. An animal fat product (Milk Energizer) was added at 
1.2% of total reconstituted milk replacer for FTEMP and FALL increasing 
solids to 14.2%.  When Milk Energizer was added to the milk replacer 
the calculated as-fed protein: fat ratio became 24:21.  Calves had ad 
libitum access to a pelleted starter and water throughout the study.  

If you remember this past summer, you may not think of it as 
being exceptionally hot. Although temperatures did not seem extremely 
hot for long periods of time, we still supplemented fat 73 out of 122 d in 
the FTEMP treatment because the temperature was above 78°F. 
Average temperature during the study (June 7 to Oct. 7, 2016) was 
66.4°F ranging from 31.8 to 89.2°F. Average daily gains during the 
preweaning period (2 to 43 d of age) were greater for fat 
supplementation (FS = FTEMP + FALL) compared to CON but ADG 
overall (2 to 57 d of age) were similar among treatments. Hip height 
and hip width change was similar among treatments, so although in the 
preweaning phase FS calves increased ADG, presumably this was not 
lean growth and essentially these calves were accumulating this extra 
energy as fat. Staff also visually observed that calves on the FS 
treatments had a greater body condition score. Milk replacer intake on a 
dry matter basis was greater for FS, which was expected since the 
solids increased to 14.2% with the additional fat. This also caused DMI 
to be greater for FS but starter intake was similar among treatments. 
Feed efficiency (gain/feed) was similar among treatments during 
preweaning but was greater for CON compared to FS overall, which 
means that although the FS calves ate more they did not increase in 
ADG proportionally. 
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The results of this study indicate that calves did not benefit from being 
fed supplemental fat during the summer months. Many producers in 
Northern New York commonly feed a 23% CP/22% fat milk replacer 
during the winter months and many continue to feed it during the 
summer. Based on the results of this study, producers should consider 
feeding a lower fat milk replacer to maximize feed efficiency and lean 
growth in their calves during the summer months. In addition, the 
impact of heat stress on calves at all stages of development should be 
considered and farmers should evaluate their calf management 
program to determine the impact summer heat stress may have on 
animal performance and well-being.  
Reference: Kayla Hultquist, Miner Institute 

  Treatment   P-value1 

Measurement CON FTEMP FALL SE 
CON vs. 

FS 
FTEMP 
vs. FALL 

Preweaning (2 to 43 d of age)             

  ADG, lb/d 1.92 2.03 2.07 0.04 <0.01 0.38 

  Milk replacer intake, lb/d 2.38 2.56 2.62 0.02 <0.01 <0.01 

  Starter intake, lb/d 0.10 0.12 0.12 0.02 0.44 0.91 

  DMI, lb/d 2.49 2.69 2.76 0.02 <0.01 0.10 

  Water intake, qt/d 2.13 2.57 2.21 0.22 0.36 0.26 

  Hip height change, in 5.2 5.0 5.0 0.2 0.31 0.82 

  Hip width change, in 2.2 2.3 2.2 0.04 0.96 0.17 

  Gain/feed 0.77 0.76 0.75 0.01 0.46 0.93 

              

Overall (2 to 57 d of age)             

  ADG, lb/d 1.74 1.76 1.83 0.04 0.42 0.40 

  Milk replacer intake, lb/d 2.07 2.23 2.29 0.00 <0.01 <0.01 

  Starter intake, lb/d 0.42 0.40 0.42 0.05 0.94 0.68 

  DMI, lb/d 2.49 2.62 2.71 0.04 <0.01 0.20 

  Water intake, qt/d 2.60 3.00 2.72 2.58 0.42 0.44 

  Hip height change, in 6.54 6.22 6.46 0.20 0.45 0.48 

  Hip width change, in 2.68 2.80 2.76 0.08 0.26 0.75 

  Gain/Feed 0.70 0.67 0.67 0.01 0.04 0.85 



Crop Shorts 
By Jeff Miller 

As you will note in the graph above  the spring of 2019 has been 
challenging. We set a start date for the accumulation of growing degree 
days when the majority of our corn fields have been planted. The date 
selected for this year is June 7th, the latest start date we have recorded. 
The green dashed line indicates the accumulation of degree days  
(86/50) since that date.  Many fields at this time don’t have visible 
germination, some fields planted earlier are spike to V2 stage. 
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Cover crops for unplanted fields  Wet weather has prevented 
planting of some fields this spring/summer.  If weeds are left to go to 
seed in these fields there will be a great increase of weed seed in the soil 
that will last for many years.  

 You can mow these fields twice during the season and significantly 
reduce the amount of weed seed at a cost of about $34/ac.  

 You can apply a broad spectrum herbicide with a timing that kills the 
majority of weeds before seed development but may have to make 
more than one application at a cost of $18/application ($18-36). Kill-
ing the plants will reduce the amount of food they provide to soil mi-
crobes which will impact microbial activity and early crop growth 
next season. 

 You can establish a cover crop with a minimum cost of $70/ac  which 
will significantly reduce or even eliminate weed seed development. If 
you plant a legume,  you would have a N credit worth about $25. 
You would preserve or enhance the microbial population 

Recommended cover crop seeding rates 
Winter rye  80-100lbs/ac  $12-16/ac 
Buckwheat  50 lbs/ac  $32/ac 
Red clover  10 lbs/ac  $24/ac 

Glyphosate resistant Weed Control  Field Day   

Glyphosate resistant  weeds could become 
a significant problem on area farms.  
CCE is hosting a Field Day at 7910 
Putnam Rd, Barneveld, July 24th 1pm.  
Several pre-emergence and post-
emergence herbicides are being evaluated 
on their control of  glyphosate resistant 
waterhemp. This will be an opportunity for 
you to view plots and  observe the effec-
tiveness of the products that were applied.  
The trial is established in soybeans with the following products 
being evaluated as a single pass program: 
PRE metribuzin 
PRE FirstRate 
PRE Valor XLT + metribuzin 
PRE Warrant Ultra + metribuzin 
POST Cobra 
POST Xtendimax 
POST Roundup + Xtendimax + Warrant 
 And the following used in a 2-pass program: 
PRE Warrant Ultra + metribuzin, POST Roundup + Xtendimax 
PRE Valor XLT + metribuzin, POST Cobra 
PRE Valor XLT + metribuzin, POST Roundup + Xtendimax 
PRE Valor XLT + metribuzin, POST Cultivation 



Hay  Hopefully you had a chance to apply nitrogen after you 
harvested  your first cutting. The cutting cycle of grass for milk cow 
quality hay is short (25-35 days) depending upon heat and moisture. 
Hope you had a chance to circle the dates and field names as you 
harvested and place a note in the calendar 30 days ahead as a reminder 
of when 2nd cut will be ready. For those of you who manage grass 
pastures and grass fields harvested as silage you may want to consider 
planting  red clover at 6-8 lbs/ac with a no-till drill to improve those 
stands. The best timing for this practice is the end of July or early August 
but should be conducted immediately following hay harvest. If you plan 
to use this practice in a pasture exclude the animals for 30 days to allow 
seedlings to develop root reserves before they are grazed. 
 Alfalfa cutting cycles are  32 to 42 days.  Thirty-two day cycles 
ensure low NDF’s and higher protein levels but may impact root reserves. 
If you manage alfalfa intensively (32 day cycles) allow one cutting to 
regrow for a 42 day cycle to provide root reserves. Hay harvest is erratic 
and always hard to plan because of the weather . If you were able to get 
1st cutting off by June 7th a 32 day cutting cycle would  land on July 9th, 
August 10th and September 11th  which would fit fairly well for those 
farming at lower elevations in the central part of the county providing 30 
days of regrowth and root reserve development before the date of the 
average frost on Oct 10th .  Other folks at higher elevations or in the 
northern part of the county might want to adhere to the 32 day cut 
initially and extend the last cut until close to their killing frost date. 
Potato leaf hoppers    
Found at low levels 3-5 PLH per 30 sweeps in 
local fields on June 10th. Many growers were 
delayed by weather and harvested  1st cutting 
late.  This represents about 40% of the hay 
that will be harvested this season.  That 
means that growers will make every effort to  
harvest the highest quality they can from now 
to the end of the season. Potato leaf hoppers 
(PLH)  can have a negative impact on protein 
levels as well as reduce yields. It will be important to monitor PLH 
throughout the season to catch any infestations quickly to reduce their 
impact on hay yield and quality.   
 You need a 15” diameter sweep net to sample for this pest. You 
will find them in farm catalogs like Gemplers and NACSO as well as 
forestry suppliers. They range in price from $50- $120. The cheapest one 
I found was in the forestry supplies. I use a permanent marker and draw 
a line every inch up the length of the pole from the bottom so I can use 
the net pole to measure the average height of the stand. 
 You have to check a minimum of 3 locations in a field using the 
sweep net, swung in a pendulum motion in front of you, so the net 
crosses the top 3 inches of the stand in front of you. This is done 10 
times (a set) in one location as you walk forward into a stand of alfalfa.  
After each set of sweeps  a quick flick to knock the insects into the 
bottom of the net then grab the net about midway to prevent the insect 
from flying out and slowly pull the center of the net  revealing the insects 
in the net as you unravel it. Count the number of PLH in the net. After 
adding the count at a minimum of 3 locations compare to the chart on 
the next page in the column with the average height of your alfalfa. 

Potato leaf hopper adult  

Potato leaf hopper nymph  
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Potato Leafhopper Sequential Scouting Plan 
Sweep  <3"  3" - 7"  8" - 10"   >10" 
Set  N    M                N         M   N         M   N         M 

1  *          *  *           *   *           *   *           * 
2  *          *  *           *   *           *   *           * 
3  2    *    9  9    *    20   19  *  41   44   *  75 
4  4    *   11  14  *   25   29  *  50   64   *  95  
5  5    *   13  18  *   30   39  *  60   84   * 115 
6  7    *   15  23  *   35   49  *  70   104 * 135 
7  9    *   16  28  *   40   59  *  80   124 * 155 
8  11  *  18  33  *   45   69  *  90   144 * 175 
9  13  *  20  28  *   49   79  * 100   164 * 195  
10  19      20  49       50   99  * 100   199    200 

Each sweep set=10 sweeps * indicates need to sample another set 

Corn    One benefit to late planting is 
that air and soil temperatures are warmer, 
seed germinates more quickly and seedling 
plants are less likely to succumb to diseases 
or early season insect pests. Another benefit 
is that warmer soil generates more microbial 
activity which mineralizes nutrients that are 
available for plant uptake. 
More fields were planted without tillage 
because of the small windows for planting 
and fewer windows for tillage and planting.  
I hope you had a chance to add a burn down 
agent like roundup to your residual program 
and apply it your fields before weeds were 5 
inches tall. At this time may of our corn fields 
will be V3-V4 stage. Scouting fields for weed 
escapes will be important because a week or 
so from now stem elongation will begin and 
might impede herbicide application. 
The time for side dressing nitrogen will come quicker than you would 
expect and a lot of corn fields will need it at the same time so be 
prepared to do it yourself if our local service providers are swamped 
with calls.  
Anthracnose  later in the season last year we observed an 
increased amount of anthracnose.  Anthracnose can survive the winter 
on corn stubble. Many fields were not tilled before planting leaving 
infected residue on the soil surface. Anthracnose spores under mild wet 
conditions can be splashed on to the lower canopy of leaves and cause 
infection. The infection initially appears as  small oval shaped lesions on 
the lower leaves. These lesions increase in size and can cause blighting 
of entire leaves moving from the base of the plant upwards in the 
canopy. If the infection reaches the upper leaves it can cause yield loss.  



Wheat   Some wheat fields were still 
flowering on June 11th , so a bit later than average 
which puts harvest of those fields into the 3rd week 
of July. At this time  6-17-19 we continue to have 
some foggy mornings and  consistent showers 
which support fusarium infection. I hope that 
many of you were able to treat fields with an 
appropriate fungicide at flowering and prevent a 
significant amount of infection.  Hopefully you had  
a chance to scout wheat fields and look for the tell 
tale white heads that indicate fusarium infection. 
Many growers have experienced years with more 
head scab and know to slow down combine speed and increase fan 
speed to blow out the lighter infected grain. 

Soybeans   I t was an unusual spring w ith 
a very few fields of soybeans planted  in the 
second week of May, many more in the first 
week of June and some fields later into June.  
Soybeans respond to both heat and day length  
but day length determines the  time of 
flowering. Some growers who normally use a 
corn planter for soybeans shifted to planting 
with a grain drill. This change will probably 
benefit them in two ways. Late planted 
soybeans will be smaller in size and will not 
close canopy and therefore not intercept all of 
the light that hits the field.  That light fuels 
photosynthesis  which ultimately results in 
yield.  Planting more rows with a grain drill will 
produce more canopy which will intercept 
more light and create more yield.  Plants that 
are closer together with foster more upright 
growth  and intercept more light before it hits 
the lower canopy. This will help to increase the 
height at which the first pods will develop 
preventing more yield loss from pods placed 
too low on the plant.  If you haven’t scouted 
for soybean aphids then it is time to start.  
Remember that you count the number of soybean aphids on the plant 
on at least 3 plants at 3 locations in the field. If the average is 250 
aphids per plant, you don’t see any lady bugs or lacewings, the number 
of aphids are increasing and your soybeans are R1 to R5 stage then you 
should consider management. 

Farm Flash can be viewed in FULL color on our website: 
www.cceoneida.com/agriculture/newsletters 

If you would like to be taken off our mailing list and just view online,  
please call 315-736-3394 x124 



Farm Credit East, ACA 
Your First Choice For Financial Solutions 
  

   Farm Loans           Crop Insurance 

   Agribusiness Loans   Credit Life Insurance 

   Leasing           Payroll Services 

   Appraisal Services      Business Planning  

   Tax Services           Estate Planning 

   Financial Records       Profit Improvement 
 

7397 State Hwy 80, Cooperstown, NY  13326 
(800) 762-3276  FAX (607) 282-3005 

www.farmcrediteast.com 

 CAROLINA EASTERN-VAIL, INC. 

Fertilizer · Crop Protection 
Seed · Custom Application 

  

Tom Hartnett, CCA 
Certified Crop Advisor 

  
(315) 841-3201 · (888) 991-9292 

FAX · (315) 841-4339 
8341 St Rt.20 · Oriskany Falls, NY 13425 

 

 

31 Meadow Street—PO Box 262 
Clinton, NY  13323 

 

315-853-6151 
www.clintontractor.net 

PO Box 65            Office: 315.841.8886  
7610 State Route 20               800.852.5003 
Sangerfield, NY 13455        Fax: 315.841.4405 

Sangerfield@growmarkfs.com 

 
Fertilizer, Lime, Seed, Agronomy 
Satisfying Customers, Profitably 

Warner Sales & Service, Inc. 
 
6470 Greenway New London Rd. 
Rome, NY  13440 
315.336.0311 
Email: sales@warners.com 

SALES—Service— Rentals 

H.P Farmer’s Co-op Inc. 
more than a farm store 

Milk Marketing Since 1936 
 

Full Service Farm Supply Store 
 

Nutrena & Blue Seal Feeds, Bale Wrap, 
Twine, Fencing Supplies, Cedar Fence 

Posts, Red Wing Boots and More! 
9560 Depot Street, Holland Patent, NY 

315-865-5281 

 Mark Smith       PO Box 1018 
Smith Ag Service     Morrisville, NY 13408 
 
      315-447-7579 Mobile 
       Email: mark@smithagservice.com 



GARY F. NIEDZIELSKI 
Agent 
239 Academy Street 
Boonville, NY 13309-1329 
 
PH:  800.735.3276 
Fax: 315.942.3178 
Email:  gary.niedzielski@american-national.com 

Sales Agent for Browns Feed  
- BULK - BAG 

Home of: 

Quickcow 

Booster 

Quickcow Caps 

Custom Minerals 

Milk 

Replacers 

Minerals 

“Let the Performance Begin” 
Call Andy Mower Owner/

President 
315-734-1705 

Serving The Dairy Industry for   
over 35 years 

Performance 
PREMIXES 

PERFORMANCE 

PREMIXES 

Sales Agent for  
Pioneer Hi-Bred 

Oneida & Herkimer Co. 

LOUIS J. GALE & SON, INC. 
7889 Canning Factory Road 

Waterville, NY  13480 
315-841-8411 or 315-841-8410 

Retail:  FEED—GRAIN—SEED 
Custom Mixing & Grinding 

Hi Mag Lime, Pesticides 
Grow Right Fertilizer 
Soy Bean Roasting 

Corn Drying 

Representing American National Life Insurance Company of NY.       
Farm Family Casualty Insurance Company. United Farm Family  
Insurance Company. Glenmont, New York 85830.V3.08.2016 

 

Robert Pawlowski 
Zennyll Farms 
Channel Seedsman 
 
6747 Stoltz Rd. 
Verona, NY  13478 

315-335-2210 cell 
 
www.channel.com 

bob.pawlowski@channelseedsman.com 

 Andy Dugan, PAS 
General Manager 
Adugan@GoldStarFeed.com 
 
315-841-8282 Office 
515-525-7711 Cell 
 
Gold Star Feed & Grain, LLC 
7593 State Hwy 20 
PO Box 127 
Sangerfield, NY  13455 

Contact Information for Local 
Agencies that support Agriculture 

 
NYS DEC 315-793-2554,  

 
Oneida Co Soil & Water 315-736-3334 

 
USDA Farm Services 315-736-3316 

 
Oneida County Farm Bureau 

1-800-342-4143 
 

Farm Net 1-800-547-3276 

                  AMERICAN NATIONAL® 

Corrective and maintenance trimming 
Sore problem feet repaired and wrapped 

Mike Dvorak 

315-725-1720 
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