
Volume 9, Issue 21 

Cornell Cooperative 
Extension  

Chenango County 

June 7, 2019 

Inside Today’s Focus  

4-H Projects & 

Events 

2 

4-H Opportunities 3 

4-H Photo Finish 4 

 

 

On Saturday June 1st, 4-H youth participated in the second Chenango County 4-H 

Survival Skills Challenge at Millbrook Park outside of New Berlin. This          

competition featured stations which tested participants’ knowledge of different 

survival skill areas. The seven disciplines youth were challenged in were          

fire-starting, shelter-building, kayaking, foraging, provisions, first aid, and       

wayfinding. Competitors had to work together with their team to solve problems 

and make it through each of the challenges, while only using the materials in their 

pack. 

Youth gathered at Millbrook Park early Saturday and received their packs and   

instructions for the day. After their orientation, the teams were off to the stations 

set up around the park. “Millbrook is a perfect setting for our event because it acts 

as an excellent host to the many different categories of the challenge. We needed 

wooded areas, a body of water, and pavilions-- and this is pretty central to many of 

our participants” says Christina Hall, the 4-H educator in charge of the event. She 

added, “It has been excellent to work with the town of New Berlin on this event at 

Millbrook.” 
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In its second year, the event was an even bigger hit this year than in 2018, attracting 

almost thirty local youth to register, doubling in size from last year. Teams of four to 

five youth, along with their coach, rotated through stations where they had to navigate 

to waypoints, rescue capsized kayaks, and more, being scored on their ability to meet 

the objectives and to work together as a team. One of the team coaches, Breanne 

Heath, commented “The team pulled together instead of working against each other in 

the fire building. As they heard other teams getting their fires started and they hadn’t, 

they were getting discouraged but were able to get the fire going and strategized.” 

Heath added, “The kids really enjoyed themselves- they came out without a stronger 

knowledge base and can’t wait for next year!” Congratulations to the winning team 

made up of Anne B., Loralee B, Joshua L., and Brendon M. who walked away with 

special winning prizes! 

Parents and volunteers offered their insight as to the value of getting kids outdoors and 

Chenango County Cornell Cooperative Extension Executive Director, Kenneth Smith, 

shared his thoughts, “I think that the Survival Skill Challenge is an important event 

because it does a lot of valuable things simultaneously,” adding that it gets youth     

outdoors, teaches them valuable skills, and promotes critical thinking skills in a team 

based setting. “These team skills may be the most transferrable skills learned during 

the day,” added Smith. 

Special thanks in making the event possible goes to Kerry, a company with a local 

plant in Norwich that develops and manufactures food and beverage solutions for   

popular brands throughout the world through sensory science and technology. Since its 

establishment in 2015, the Kerry Employee Engagement Program, from the Norwich, 

NY manufacturing facility, has worked to support environmental and community 

growth initiatives in the Norwich plant and in the local community.  The company  

supported the event by sponsoring the event financially, but also by sending volunteers 

to help out. Employees from Kerry were on the front line in charge of each of the    

stations and scored and provided feedback to each of the participating teams. “Yet 

again this year, our help from Kerry exceeded my expectations. Their volunteers are 

excellent with our youth, driven and willing to help, and very reliable. Their role in the 

Survival Skills Challenge is an integral part of the wheel,” says Hall. 

This event is just one of many in the growing Chenango County 4-H Outdoor          

Adventure program. This event is a highlight of the year, but throughout the year other 

smaller, educational activities are planned every month on various topics--most       

recently fossils and maple production. The Outdoor Adventure program helps youth 

foster an appreciation for natural resources and outdoor recreation—getting youth   

outside and physically active while introducing them to hobbies and careers and 

providing opportunities for mentoring relationships. For more information on this   

program, visit ccechenango.org or contact Christina Hall, 4-H Subject Educator at  

607-334-5841 ext. 1114 or clh262@cornell.edu. 
Written by Christina Hall, 4-H Educator 

http://ccechenango.org
mailto:clh262@cornell.edu
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Dairy Day—June 15 

 

4-H Riding Evaluations—June 20 

 

Afton Fair—June 20-23 

 

Farmers Museum Junior Livestock 

Show—July 7-9 

 

Leaders/Volunteer  Pre -Fair       

Picnic— July 10 

 

County Fair Registration—July 15 

 

Outdoor Adventure:Kayaking—July 

20 

Fair Clean Up—July 22 

 

Livestock Pen Set-up—7pm, July 29 

 

State Fair Animal Entries Due—

August 1 

 

Case Building Judging—August  3 

& 5 
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99 N. Broad St. 

Norwich, NY 13815 

Building Strong and Vibrant New York Communities 

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and Individuals 
with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities.  

We’re on the web: www.cce.cornell.edu/chenango or become a Friend on Facebook! 

Thanks for catching up with the 

Chenango County 4-H Program.  

Hope to see you soon! 

 

Janet Pfromm 

4-H Coordinator 

To submit your photo, send a clear, up-close shot of your 

4-H club/family  activity to: 

Richard Turrell, rlt229@cornell.edu 
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