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LATE BLIGHT LECTURE
April 18, 2019 by Elizabeth Buck, CCE Fresh Market Vegetable Specialist

by Nancy Mauerman

ate blight is a serious fungal problem to farmers 
& home growers. (It caused the great Irish 
potato famine). Late blight is endemic to the 

South and is killed by our winters. It can, however, 
survive in volunteer potato tubers. Any top growth 
from potato volunteers should be quickly pulled 
and destroyed. Late blight can also arrive here in 
plants (not seeds) shipped from Southern growers. 
In the past few years, growers have been more 
careful about the plant material they ship. Strong 
storm fronts can blow spores up to 30 miles!

Farmers have access to a fungicide that slows late 
blight, but it is unavailable to the home gardener. 
Preventive fungicide applications repeated 
throughout the growing season should keep late 
blight from affecting home gardens. Concerned 
growers should watch the website USABlight.org to 
check on reported outbreaks and management tips.

Symptoms of late blight: white, wispy fuzzy growth 
on underside of leaf and spots followed by 
darkened, greasy areas on leaves, stems, and 
fruit. Affected fruit is firm and brown; entire 
cherry tomato fruit can turn brown. Infection 
spreads rapidly.

Late blight commonly happens during high humidity; 
usually, but not always at the end of summer. 
If late blight is suspected, act quickly. Confirming first 
detection of late blight in a county is important to 
commercial growers. Bring a sample to your local 
CCE office for identification. If late blight is 
confirmed, pull out affected plants, bag, and put 
into trash. Do not compost!

Home gardeners should also be aware that late 
blight can be confused with other problems, 
such as anthracnose, alternaria, early blight, 
nutritional deficiencies, and bacterial diseases. 
Septoria spot is another fungal infection often 
confused with late blight. Remember, most 
diseased plants have at least two diseases!
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