
 

By Amy Beauchamp, 4-H Youth Development Educator 

This July, Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson 
County is pleased to, once again, be partnering with 
the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station to conduct a High-
Technology themed 4-H Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Math (STEM) day camp for National 
Guard, Reserve, and Active military youth with a focus 
on those in the Air Force and Air National Guard. 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson County has 
successfully operated a summer day camp at the 
Niagara Falls installation since 2013, providing hundreds of youth with hands-on, educational opportunities 
and activities. In line with this year’s High-Technology theme, 60 youth will be able to explore various STEM 
concepts while utilizing new technologies. The new technologies will include the Augmented Reality 
Sandbox, Edible Printer, Virtual Reality, and much more. They will also learn the importance of staying 
physically active when technology is readily available by participating in physical activities each day. Youth 
will have the opportunity to participate in Yoga, Karate, and Field Activities.  

In addition to STEM activities and physical fitness, the camp also offers an opportunity for older youth to 
take a leadership role, serving as Teen Leaders and assisting with activities throughout the week. This role 
provides teens with an opportunity to acquire the skills and knowledge to build their confidence and become 
successful leaders. 

We are excited as we prepare for another week of fun-filled learning this July! 

By Mike Kinnie, Afterschool Program Coordinator 

The Challenge: to inspire a group of middle-school youth to create, design, build, and participate in a float for 
the Armed Forces Day Parade in Watertown, N.Y.   

According to a Michigan State Cooperative Extension July 5, 2016 article by Brian Wibby 10 Facts about 4-H 
Leadership and Civic Engagement Programs, “Compared to their peers, 4-Hers are four times as likely to 
make contributions to their community.” Wibby cites a long-term study by Richard and Jaqueline Lerner as 
his source. The same study also found the students to be “two-times more likely to be civically active.” At the 
4-H Afterschool Program at Case Middle School, we were amazed how excited the students were when we 
pitched the idea of them being involved in the Armed Forces Day Parade in honor of our troops.  
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The parade theme was “North Country Strong”, and our students had a strong 
desire to participate in an old fashioned example of civic engagement.  

When asked why they wanted to be involved in The Armed Forces Day parade, 
student Layla replied, “Because 4-H is the best thing ever, and I love coming 
here.” Student Akaia added the she wanted to “represent 4-H… and help 4-H.” 
Entering a float in the Armed Forces Day Parade is a great way to show support 
for the troops, the community, and to help publicize what we do at 4-H 
Afterschool Programs. Student Daniel joked, “Because you’re honoring the 
Armed Forces, AND… you can be part of the parade without having to walk.” 4-H 
is all about “hands on learning”, so we wanted our students to come up with an 
idea for the float, design the float, engineer the building of the float, and build 
the float. The students were more than willing to take on the challenge.  

Step One: What did the students want to do for a float? 

We broke the students up into groups for a brainstorming 
session, with each student group lead by an Afterschool 
Educator. After some facilitated discussion, the groups pitched 
their ideas to the entire group. After more discussion, the 
students chose to make a giant 4-H clover, and also have a log 
cabin to represent 4-H Camp Wabasso, our local 4-H residential 
summer camp. Some of the students in the Afterschool group 
also attend 4-H Camp Wabasso. Having the students take the 
lead in brainstorming and design made the students more 
engaged in the project and it became “theirs.” 

At first, we were going to make our cabin replica out of cardboard, but then someone came up with the idea 
of building the cabin out of giant carpet tubes, so they look and stack like a log cabin. We decided to build 
the cabin using a “Lincoln Log” process with notches in our carpet tube “wood.” 

Another idea to add to the visual effect and spirit of the float was to create “4-H Afterschool” t-shirts to 
wear. We brought in the “Cricut” to make the design, with the help of student Jadiel. The students learned 
how to create iron-ons and helped with the peeling and placement of the vinyl on the shirts. In the process, 
some of them also learned how to iron a shirt for the first time, a very important life skill. The students 
ironed the design on to the shirts and produced and pressed their own t-shirts. Meanwhile, another group 
was in charge with the design and engineering of the “log” cabin.  

Step Two: A Lesson in civics and engineering  

In a great lesson in civics, the group decided in order to 
work efficiently as a group, they needed to elect a leader 
and recording secretary. This helped them to stay 
organized and keep track of their ideas. First they decided 
and voted on a student leader, and then the new student 
leader asked for and received nominations for Recording 
Secretary. They then decided to design a scaled-down 
prototype of the cabin with plastic straws. Immediately, 
they realized they only had a certain amount of material to 
use, and needed to maximize the material they had.  
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Step Three: Partnerships 

The students also decided to partner up with the Wiley 4-H 
Afterschool Program and the team that won the experiment 
design competition for the Space Station Experiment Program.  
They used a part of the float to show their winning experiment 
that will be going up to the Space Station in July.   

Step Four: Building and Implementation 

At the time of the writing of this article the parade has not 
happened yet, and the float has not been finished, but the 
project has already been a great lesson in civic engagement for 
the students. Just to see how engaged, excited, and involved the 
4-H Afterschool students are in the process is an inspiration to us 
all. 4-Hers will be the leaders of tomorrow through their 
experiences with 4-H programs today. Student Haley sums it up 
best, “the students are excited to be involved in the parade to 
support all the veterans that served our country and people in 
the military now.” 
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