
FARM TO SCHOOL LESSON PLAN 
HIGH SCHOOL ENGLISH CLASS 
TOPIC: The Three A’s of Agriculture 
 
Lesson Summary:  

Students will be engaged in an educational PowerPoint presentation to learn about the three A’s of 
Agriculture.  Students will write a 500 word essay on a New York State crop and how that crop is related to the 
three A’s of Agriculture.  

Objectives:  

• Students will: 
o Learn about the three A’s of Agriculture and why they are important 
o Research and learn about a New York State crop of their choice or assigned to them 
o Use reading and writing skills to write an essay  

 
Time Required: 30-40 minutes  
 
Background Information:  
Agribusiness, agriculture, and agriscience are critical elements of society in that they touch on health, 
nutrition, safety, science, environment, government and increasingly – politics on a global scale. The future for 
industries serving these markets is both exciting and complex. To feed the world, production must double by 
2050, while dealing with constraints such as political issues, water, price volatility, and the need for more 
sustainable practices.  
 
A crop is a plant or animal product that can be grown and harvested extensively for profit or subsistence. Crop 
may refer either to the harvested parts or to the harvest in a more refined state. Most crops are cultivated in 
agriculture or aquaculture. 
 
Materials: 

• PowerPoint presentation (provided) 
• A screen and computer//way to show the PP to the class 
• Students will need notebook and writing utensil to take notes in class 
• Students will need access to computer and internet to research and write essay 

Procedures:  
1. Introduce the PowerPoint and topic 

a. Show the first slide and ask students the following questions: What is Agriculture? Why is it 
important? Allow students to share thoughts and engage in class discussion.  

2. Go through the entire PP and each slide with the class 
a. See the attached document with slides printed out to reference 
b. Allow students to ask questions and share comments related to the slides as you go through 

them  
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3. The last slide – Homework Assignment 
a. Each student will choose a crop grown in NYS and will Write a 500 word essay (or longer) about 

the crop.  The crop can be a fruit, vegetable, legume, something people eat or use, something 
an animal eats, grains, hays/grasses, fibers, etc. Encourage students to research what kinds of 
crops grow in NYS.  Essay must include: 

i. History and background about the crop 
ii. Facts and data about how much is grown and harvested in NYS 

iii. What do they do with this crop? What is it used for?  
iv. Why it is important for NYS and our economy 
v. How it is grown, how it is harvested 

vi. Any other interesting facts about the crop 
vii. How do the three A’s of Agriculture tie into the crop…Agriscience, Agribusiness, 

Agriculture 
viii. Be at least 500 words or longer 

b. Assign a due date for the essay.  
i. **It may be easier for the educator to assign each student a crop so there are not 

several duplicates. For more examples, visit:  
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Quick_Stats/Ag_Overview/stateOverview.php?state=NEW
%20YORK 
 

Assessment: Review and grade/revise essays OR collect essays, mix them up and pass them back out to the 
class. Have students read and revise their peer’s essays and then hand them back to their owners. Make sure a 
student doesn’t get their own paper to revise.  
 
Supporting Materials: PowerPoint – this toolkit comes with a flash drive that you can use to access the PP on 
your computer.  
 
References/Resources:  

• PowerPoint adapted from: http://dmartinaged.weebly.com/intro-to-ag.html 
• https://www.wattagnet.com/articles/25414-most-popular-agribusiness-companies-of-- 
• https://www.nass.usda.gov/Quick_Stats/Ag_Overview/stateOverview.php?state=NEW%20YORK 
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