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• Cornell Cooperative Extension conducted a total of 28 research trips during the 

months of September, October, and November 2010 in the Western Long Island 
Sound (WLIS) at the port of Northport.   

• A total of 2,298 derelict lobster traps were removed from the 
Northport/Huntington Complex study area in the WLIS, which was equivalent to 
a total weight of 51,900 lbs (25.95 tons).   

• As a result of this project, 25.95 tons of derelict lobster traps were recycled and 
processed into clean renewable energy at the Covanta Energy “energy from 
waste” waste recovery facility in Hempstead, NY.   

• The success of this project was manifested through the cooperation of the lobster 
industry by the completion of industry surveys, planning sessions of operation 
field plans, and executing the fieldwork.   

• The pilot program proved that a substantial quantity of derelict/abandoned lobster 
traps have accumulated in the WLIS and a proven methodology was developed to 
successfully remove abandoned lobster traps in the future.  

• The pilot program conducted in 2010 resulted in 20% of derelict lobster traps 
“ghost fishing” retrieved contained lobsters in them. Continuing this effort would 
further reduce the mortality of lobsters and other species from “ghost fishing” in 
the LIS and proportionally reduce overall fishing effort.   

• These traps not only contribute to the problems associated with marine debris, a 
significant number of them are still catching lobsters and are thus adding to 
“fishing effort” for lobsters in LIS. 

• CCE was awarded funding from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, 
Fishing for Energy Fund and the Long Island Sound Future Fund in 2011 to 
conduct the removal of derelict lobster traps “ghost fishing” in the Long Island 
Sound at the ports of Northport, Mattituck, and Mount Sinai. 

• The Fishing for Energy project is in progress in the port of Mattituck, NY. 
	  
To view a short video of the Long Island Sound Derelict Lobster Gear Assessment, 
Removal, and Prevention pilot study go to the following link: 
http://vimeo.com/19711075 
 
For more information: http://ccesuffolk.org/derelict-lobster-gear-project/ 
	  


