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To:  K through 5th Grade Teachers/Administrators/Librarians/PTO  

From:  Kayela Statom – 4-H and AG Extension Educator 

Re:  2019 New York Agricultural Literacy Program 

 

New York Agriculture in the Classroom is coordinating the 14th annual New York Agricultural Literacy 

Program. This year Ag Literacy Week is March 18th-22nd. However, Due to the dynamics in schools, we 

will be able to schedule an Ag Literacy Program any time between March and May. 4-H members, Leaders 

and CCE Staff will be volunteering to read a high quality storybook to grades K through 5th.The signature 

book for 2019 is On the Farm, At the Market written and illustrated by G. Brian Karas 

The featured book displays the opportunities and diversity that NY Agriculture encompasses. Students will 

be taken on the journey to local rural, suburban, and urban farmers' markets seeing a strong, interconnected 

community by following the food production and sales processes of three different farms. The book also 

explores the interconnected community of producers and consumers, and how the food sold at the market 

comes together to create the meals we share. 

All lessons, activities, and companion materials are aligned to the Common Core Learning 

Standards. It is estimated the time to provide the program will take about 30 to 40 minutes.  

 

 

We hope that your school will participate in this opportunity! 

If you have questions, and/or would like to set up a classroom or library visit for Ag Literacy, please 

contact me at 518-272-4210 or kls342@cornell.edu. I look forward to working with you! 
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Agricultural literacy is the basic knowledge about agriculture that all citizens need to make informed 

decisions impacting careers, health, and public policy.  Over 20% of our nation’s workforce is in some way 

involved in the Agricultural Industry.  New York Ag in the Classroom envisions a day when all students 

have the opportunity to understand the economic, social, historical, and scientific significance of agriculture 

to our society; explore food system career opportunities; and recognize the connection between agricultural 

production and the daily need for food and fiber products.  

Many organizations and agencies are partnering on this statewide educational effort, including NYS 

Department of Education, NYS Department of Ag & Markets, Cornell Cooperative Extension, NY 

Agricultural Educators, New York Farm Bureau and locally the Rensselaer County Farm Bureau.      

Additional information about NY Ag in the Classroom is available on the Ag in the Classroom website, and 

the NY Ag in the Classroom newsletter can be downloaded or viewed (www.nyaged.org). 

 

Thank you for your support of our efforts to help teachers integrate agricultural concepts into the 

curriculum to foster agricultural literacy! 

 

http://www.nyaged.org/

