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CLIVIA MINIATA: A LOVE STORY 

By Sue Grumet, Master Gardener Volunteer 
 

It all began many years ago.  I was a young mother with preschoolers, suffering from a bad 
case of the winter blues.  At the time, money was tight, so an escape to somewhere warm was 
totally out of the question. Being resourceful, (read: desperately seeking anything to take my 
mind off winter) I had recently discovered a retail nursery near my home that had a large, well-
stocked greenhouse. Inside this wonderland was warmth, sunshine, and humidity; the very 
elements my winter-weary body craved.  And as if that wasn’t enough, there were also tropical 
plants with flowers, and colors, and scents….an hour spent here every couple of days was all I 
needed to recharge my batteries.  
 
It was only fitting that this would be where my love story began.  It was a dreary day in 
February, and I was back at the greenhouse again, getting my “fix”, when I saw it: big strappy 
leaves the color of emeralds, with vivid orange flowers with yellow throats floating above them.  
My heart raced as I approached this vision to know its name: ‘Clivia miniata’.  Alas, as quickly 
as I fell in love, I realized it was not to be.  ‘Clivia miniata’ was way out of my price range, 
commanding a hefty $69.95 to make it my own. 
 
As unrequited love goes, I worshipped from afar.  First order of 
business was to research my new obsession to see whether we 
were a match. (Would you call that “plant stalking” – no pun 
intended?)  I learned that ‘Clivia miniata’ was easy to grow, 
demanding little in terms of maintenance.  This tough plant 
actually performs best when root-bound, and is only active 
during early spring to early fall.  For the other half of the year, 
Clivia requires a “rest” period with minimal watering and a room 
temperature of 50 degrees, maximum.  While this might be a 
problem in most modern houses, this would not be one in mine. 
Living in a 200-year-old farmhouse with original glass windows, 
my winter conditions on the second floor of my house 
would be heaven for a Clivia on hiatus.   Jardin botanique de l'Université de Zurich 

Clivia miniata by Guérin Nicolas 

 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Botanischer_Garten_der_Universit%C3%A4t_Z%C3%BCrich
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:University_of_Zurich
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Zurich
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Clivia_miniata
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Gu%C3%A9rin_Nicolas
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As for accommodating the Clivia’s requirement for a “hands-off” rest period: not an issue.  My 
kitchen houseplants can attest to the fact that there is safety in numbers, since I attend to them 
only when they beseech me as a chorus.  A resting specimen in an upstairs bedroom would be 
in no danger of getting over-watered by me, if you catch my drift.  As for loving to be pot-bound, 
well, not a problem, dear Clivia.  We were truly meant to be together! 

 
I also learned that Clivias are native to the subtropical 
forests of eastern South Africa, where they can be 
seen growing wild (be still, my heart).  Their preferred 
growing medium is in very organic soils, and they can 
sometimes be found sprouting on top of rotted logs or 
vegetation. The reason they tend to be so expensive 
as houseplants is due to the fact that they are slow to 
grow and difficult to propagate. Clivias grown from 
seed can take three to five years to bloom for the first 
time.  And forget about tissue culture, a process that 
allows commercial growers to produce hundreds of 

plants from a single cell, it just cannot be done with a Clivia.  A mature specimen producing 
offsets needs to be close to ten years old to be ripe for division, and once divided, needs a year 
or two of recovery before it can bloom again.  Easy to care for, but tough to reproduce– the high 
price tag was now making sense. 
 
Over the years I would receive catalogs of exotic houseplants that featured my beloved Clivias, 
now even more fetching in flower shades of peachy yellow and red, and even more expensive.  
Whenever I had a little extra cash, I would look for them in the greenhouses and retail nurseries, 
but they were never available.  I moved on, busy with my growing family and farm. 
 
Several years ago, while attending a Master Gardener Volunteer “plant swap”, it happened.  
I was scanning the merchandise when something called to me from the corner of my eye (Cue 
the score from “Gone with the Wind”). There in the back row were two rather sad-looking 
Clivias, leaves a bit droopy and slightly yellow, but a sight for these sore eyes.  Usually I am not 
the aggressive type, but this was serious.  I darted under the grasping fingers of another seeker 
and brazenly claimed one as my prize.  Oh, my beloved – reunited at last! 
 
Of course, much rehabilitation was necessary.  My Clivia was badly root-bound and in need of 
re-potting, but it was a labor of love.  I kept it on a night stand in an upstairs bedroom where it 
got southern exposure through gauzy sheers.  Clivias are happiest in semi-shade, and this 
environment provided that with a little more brightness.  When I brought my Clivia home it only 
had five leaves, and three of them were a little wrinkled and yellow.  I paid this no mind - after 
waiting so long, I was more than happy to nurse this baby back to health. 
 
Long story short: after two years and many new healthy green strappy 
leaves later, my Clivia was still not producing flowers. I was 
discouraged, and figured I would give it a little more time, but hope was 
fading.  One morning I went in to check on it and became alarmed.  In 
the junction in the center of the leaves were about 15 little white 
bumps, the size of tiny jelly beans.  
  
“Ewww” … I thought, “what type of infestation is this?”  But upon closer 
inspection, I realized that these were tiny buds springing up from the 
center of the plant - It was getting ready to bloom!  

Bush Lily (Clivia miniata), Kirstenbosch National 
Botanical Garden, Cape Town, South Africa 
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My Clivia (known as “Olivia”) has 
grown even more in the past year, and 
is producing offsets in the perimeters 
of her pot.  I am eagerly awaiting 
Olivia’s second blooming this coming 
spring.  And although it took me 
decades to finally connect with my 
very own special plant, it was well 
worth the wait. “The course of true 
love never did run smooth” – William 
Shakespeare. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photos of “Olivia” courtesy of Sue Grumet, 

Master Gardener Volunteer.   
 

 
 

WOOD DECAY FUNGI  
By Joyce Tomaselli, Community Horticulture Educator 

This time of year it’s easier to see trees and the things which grow on them. Winter tree 
identification, based on overall shape, bark, twigs, remaining fruit or nuts, and bud scars is fun 
to practice especially if you can go back in Spring to verify your conclusion by using the leaves 
too. Vines are identifiable by their bark and how they climb such as Rhus radicans (poison ivy) 
with fine hairy roots, Parthenocissus quinquefolia (Virginia creeper) with elegant draping 
tendrils, and Celastras orbiculatus (Oriental bittersweet) with its winding binding habit.   
 
Lichens are very visible now. As we learned in December’s Dutchess Dirt, they indicate slow 
growth, but not necessarily poor health. Wood decay fungi are also very visible now. Once I 
noticed some, I started looking for more and became curious about them. I found an excellent 
resource Wood Decay Fungi Common to Urban Living Trees 
in the Northeast and Central United States by Christopher J. 
Luley, Ph.D.  

Wood fungi are an indication of tree decay. (Horticulturalists 
used to think that decay caused fungi. In fact, fungi cause 
decay.) Depending on the amount and extent of decay, the 
location of the tree for example, near a structure, and 
whether or not the tree is of ornamental value, action might 
need to be taken to remove the tree before it falls down. 
Winter is a good time to keep an eye out for the conks and 
mushrooms often formed by the fungi.  
 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/assets.cce.cornell.edu/attachments/34996/Dutchess_Dirt_December_2018.pdf?1546626535
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Decay of living trees is caused by fungi belonging to two groups – Basidiomycota and 
Ascomycota. Fungi in the first group are the most common and usually produce conks or 
mushrooms that grow on living or dead trees. Fungi in the second group more often cause leaf 
disease and cankers on living trees but can also cause root rot and butt rot.  
 
The basidiomycetes produce spores on bisidia, found on pores, gills or teeth in fruiting 
structures such as conks and mushrooms. Conks can be annual or perennial and are usually 
tough or woody. They are shelf- or bracket-shaped and grow off the tree trunk. Perennial conks 
can continue to live on dead trees for long periods. Mushrooms are typically found growing on 
soil or on their food source, which can be decayed wood.  Mushrooms in our area are more 
temporary than conks. 
 
Fungi decay wood by exuding enzymes that break down wood molecules. Depending on which 
enzymes they produce, fungi cause white rot, brown rot, soft rot or combination of the three.  
Decay can occur in any location on a tree from roots to trunks to branches, in the heartwood, 
cambium or bark.  

 
The ‘hardness”, or strength of a tree, refers to the sturdiness of 
the cell walls in the heartwood, which are basically cellulose 
fibers bound together by a chemical glue called lignin. The 
heartwood will not decay as long as outer layers remain intact. 
The sapwood moves water to leaves and over time becomes 
heartwood. The cambium layer produces new bark and new 
wood and transports hormones which stimulate cell growth. 
The bark layers pass food to the parts of the tree and protect 
the rest of the tree from moisture and temperature fluctuations, 
from pests and from diseases.  
 

Wood decay fungi can cause limited or extensive 
damage to trees depending on how they affect the 
cellular structure of the heartwood, sapwood, cambium 
or bark. For example, Polyporus squamous (dryad’s 
saddle) is common on old wounds or pruning sites, but 
the decay area is usually restricted. Ganoderma 
applanatun (artist’s conk) is an aggressive fungus that 
degrades both lignin and cellulose. It decays 
heartwood and can kill and decay sapwood. When the 
perennial conks are seen on trees, damage is often 
advanced.  

 
The absence of conks or mushrooms on trees does not rule 
out internal decay. Look for other signs such as carpenter 
ants, extensive woodpecker activity, cavities, large cracks and 
bare wood with no bark. But the presence of conks and 
mushrooms does indicate decay. Correct identification of 
common wood decay fungi can help determine the extent of 
the damage they cause.  
 
There is an Acer saccharum (sugar maple) tree in my 
neighborhood which produced Pleurotus ostreatus (oyster 
mushrooms) this year. Friends who are experienced 

Ganoderma applanatun, artist’s conk 
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mycologists enjoyed them immensely. Looking at the tree from the 
side of the road, the mushrooms were the only indication of decay. 
But the crown was sparse, the leaves turned color and fell earlier than 
nearby maples, and now limbs are breaking with the snow. Examining 
the other side of the tree, extensive decay is more obvious. I suspect 
the tree is destined for firewood.  
 
The Cornell Small Farms Specialty Mushroom Cultivation program 
has good information on growing edible mushrooms. A few of our 
local woodland mushrooms are edible too, but all mushrooms found 
in the wild need to be treated with this disclaimer:  While most 
mushrooms are neither particularly tasty OR poisonous, extra 
care should be taken to positively ID any mushroom before 
eating. As with any form of identification, judgement should not 
be made on any single characteristic but a combination of 
characteristics and people new to mushrooms should consult 
with an experienced grower/forager. The only surefire way to ID 
is with a spore print.  WHEN IN DOUBT, THROW IT OUT! 
 
General elements of mushroom identification include the location and 
habitat; the type e.g. cap- and-stem or shelf; the form, color, shape 
and texture; the spore print; and lots of practice. Learn more about 
mushrooms at Cornell’s Mushroom Blog, including Oyster 
Mushrooms.   

Here are a few more of the conks I found locally this month. I could identify some of them, but 
am a long way from ever becoming an expert mycologist.   

       

 
 

WEBSITES TO VISIT 
 

 USDA Field Guide to Common Mushrooms 

 Cornell Mushroom (Mycology) Blog 

 Making Mushroom Spore Prints 

 USDA Anatomy of a Tree 
 

Conk Cerrena unicolor, view from above and below Trametes versicolor, 
Turkey tails 

Small unidentified conk 

https://blogs.cornell.edu/mushrooms/id/
https://blog.mycology.cornell.edu/
https://blog.mycology.cornell.edu/2006/11/02/the-world-in-your-oyster/
https://blog.mycology.cornell.edu/2006/11/02/the-world-in-your-oyster/
https://www.fs.fed.us/nrs/pubs/gtr/gtr_nrs79.pdf
https://blog.mycology.cornell.edu/
http://www.mushroomexpert.com/studying.html#sporeprint
https://www.fs.fed.us/learn/trees/anatomy-of-tree
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THE MASTER GARDENER BOOKSHELF 
 

THE ONE BEST BOOK TO GIVE A GARDENING NEWBIE... 
BUT BE SURE TO KEEP ONE FOR YOURSELF 

 

By Chris Ferrero, Master Gardener Volunteer 
 
Many of us have shelves groaning under ever-deepening stacks of gardening books. There are 
garden design books and how-to books and encyclopedias for trees and shrubs, perennials, 
vegetables, wildflowers ... as there are for shade gardens, rock gardens, pollinator-attracting 
gardens and deer-resistant gardens (hah).  

 
So what do you do when someone with NO garden books - your son, or 
your work colleague, or the neighbor who admires your garden - says "I 
would love to learn how to garden?" You want to start them off with a 
single source that is both readable and reliable... because you know you 
can't (nor want to) be there to look over their shoulder and give advice. 
 
My vote for substitute Garden Mentor is Barbara Damrosch, author of 
"The Garden Primer". It's a primer because it lays out the basics on 
everything from soil and light, to pests and diseases, to tools and 
techniques. But it's also a terrific encyclopedia, organized into sections:  
Annuals, perennials, vegetables, herbs, fruit, bulbs, roses, vines, ground 
covers, lawns, shrubs, trees, wildflowers and houseplants. Each has its 
own encyclopedia, with wonderful pencil illustrations and practical 

descriptions with growing information and maintenance/pruning advice. It's also a design 
resource with its site analyses, bloom and harvest timelines, landscape plans and many short 
tutorials, from edging techniques to building a garden gate. 
 
How practical is this? Blogger Evelyn Hadden calls this "the dirtiest book on my shelf", and 
indeed, I have two copies, one for my library and one for the garden bench. After all these 
years, it's still the book I grab if I need a quick plant reference or want to thumb through for an 
idea as I am hip-deep in my garden wondering what to plug in that hole where there used to be 
an orange coneflower. (As if Echinaceas that are anything but purple are truly perennial.) 
 
The last person I presented with The Garden Primer was my doctor. He and I argued whether 
gardening could be deemed "exercise", until the year after I gave him this book so he and his 
wife could start a vegetable garden. He loved it. Now he will concede one's cardio quota can 
be met by what he calls "turbo gardening".  Well worth the price of the book. 
 

The Master Gardener Bookshelf is a regular feature of Dutchess Dirt that allows  
Master Gardener volunteers to share personal favorites with home gardeners.  

Email you’re YOUR favorites to ferrerocm@gmail.com! 
 

 
SUBMIT UPCOMING EVENTS 

Would you like information on an upcoming gardening event to be shared in this newsletter?  
Send an email to Nancy Halas at nh26@cornell.edu or Joyce Tomaselli jdt225@cornell.edu by 
the 25th of each month to be included in the next month’s newsletter. Please include the date, 
time, location, a short description, cost and contact information for more details.  

mailto:nh26@cornell.edu
mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
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Volunteer at the Roosevelt Home Garden 
 

The vegetable garden at the Home of Franklin D. Roosevelt National Historic Site in Hyde Park 
is up and running!  Once a nearly two-acre garden for the Roosevelt family, this area was paved 
over as a parking lot in 1948. Over the past four years, the National Park Service has initiated a 
project to restore the garden. With the help of volunteers, we are now growing 30 different kinds 
of vegetables, and produce is sent weekly to the Dutchess Outreach Mobile Market in the City 
of Poughkeepsie. 
 
We are hosting a kickoff meeting for volunteers, and we 
welcome individuals interested in volunteering to attend.  
Come learn about the history of the garden, long term 
restoration goals, and roles for volunteers: Tuesday, March 
26: 10 am – 11:30 am, at the Wallace Visitor Center, Home 
of Franklin D. Roosevelt on Route 9 in Hyde Park, NY.  
   
To register for the meeting, email Susan MacAvery, NPS 
Horticulturist at susan_macavery@nps.gov. 
 
No prior gardening experience is required.  We will provide the tools and training you need. 
 

UPCOMING ADULT EDUCATION CLASSES 
 

Learn It, Grow It, Eat It! Vegetable Gardening for Beginners Tuesdays March 26 to 
April 23, 6:30-8:30 PM (no class week of April 15), Arlington Adult Continuing Education, 
1157 State Rte 55, Lagrangeville  
 
In four sessions taught by Dutchess County's Master Gardener Volunteers, you will learn how 
to: Choose your location and prepare your site, select and grow seeds and plants, weed, mulch, 
thin and trellis, protect your site from critters and harvest! 
 
You will walk through step-by-step instructions for growing peas, radishes, cucumbers, beans, 
chives, carrots, onions, herbs, tomatoes, squash, peppers, beets, all kinds of greens and more. 
We even provide some seed or plants so you can plant immediately. Each class provides plenty 
of time to answer your questions.   

 Class 1: Getting Started – Chris Ferrero and Gillian Leslie  
 Class 2: First Planting, Cool Weather Veggies – Victoria Rolfe and Linda DiGasper 
 Class 3: Vegetables that Need the Heat – Lorraine Seach and Gillian Leslie 
 Class4: Garden Design and 12 Easy Herbs – Gillian Leslie and Chris Ferrero  

Classes will be held Tuesdays March 26 - April 23 (no class the April 16), 6:30-8:30. Course fee 
for the series is $40. Click here for class details. To register for course number 3231 go to 
Arlington High School Adult Education for more details. 
 
 

Getting Started with Urban Vegetable Gardening Thursdays April 4 - 25, Adriance 
Library Adult Education, 6:30-8:30 PM, 93 Market Street, Poughkeepsie NY, 12601.  
 
In four sessions taught by Dutchess County's Master Gardener volunteers, with a focus on city-
dwellers who are beginning vegetable gardeners and may have access to a city garden plot or 

Photo - William Urbin, NPS 
2018 

 

mailto:susan_macavery@nps.gov
http://ccedutchess.org/events/2016/01/04/learn-it-grow-it-eat-it-vegetable-gardening-for-beginners
https://www.arlingtonschools.org/Page/649
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just a balcony for containers. You will learn how to: Choose your location and prepare your site, 
select and grow seeds and plants, weed, mulch, thin and trellis, protect your site from critters 
and harvest! 
 
You will walk through step-by-step instructions for growing peas, radishes, cucumbers, beans, 
chives, carrots, onions, herbs, tomatoes, squash, peppers, beets, all kinds of greens, 
microgreens and more. We even provide some seed or plants so you can plant immediately. 
Each class provides plenty of time to answer your questions.   

 Class 1: Getting Started – Chris Ferrero and Gillian Leslie  
 Class 2: First Planting, Cool Weather Veggies – Victoria Rolfe and Linda DiGasper 
 Class 3: Vegetables that Need the Heat – Lorraine Seach and Gillian Leslie 
 Class 4:  Microgreens and 12 Easy Herbs – Anjali Nandedkar and Chris Ferrero 

Classes will be held Thursdays April 4 - 25, 6:30-8:30PM. Click here for event details. 
Registration is required. Contact Krista Miller, (845)485-3445 x3366, kmiller@poklib.org 
 
 

Let's Talk Trash, Home Composting and Recycling Workshop Thursday April 25, 
6:30 - 9:00 PM, Arlington Adult Continuing Education, 1157 State Rte 55, Lagrangeville 
 
Learn how to improve your trash management skills, reduce waste and create compost.  
Arlington Adult Continuing Education, 1157 State Rte 55, Lagrangeville, NY 12540 

Did you know that 60% of solid waste is organic and can be composted? Do you understand 
how easy it is to recycle in Dutchess County? Our current 
recycling rate is 35% but can be improved. Do you know what is 
recyclable, compostable or just plain garbage? Would you like 
to improve your soil and support waste reduction?  

CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteers will help you understand 
how to successfully separate and dispose of garden and 
household waste, and provide training on home composting techniques and options.  

This class will be held Thursday, April 18, 6:30 PM - 9:00 PM. Course fee is $15. Click here for 
more details. To register for course number 3435 go to Arlington High School Adult Education.  

 

DON’T GET TICKED WORKSHOP 
Saturday, April 6, 10am-noon, 

Dutchess County Farm & Home Center, 2715 Route 44, 
Millbrook  
  
Ticks and tick-borne diseases have become a significant public health issue in 

New York, with different tick species and diseases currently present and spreading within the 
state and region.  

 Learn about the status of Tick-Borne Diseases (TBD) in Dutchess County and the role of 
the local Health Department in TBD surveillance and prevention.  

Worried about ticks when you’re walking, hiking and gardening?  
 Learn effective ways to protect yourself from tick bites. Take a proactive approach to 

manage this pest and avoid the diseases they can transmit.  

http://www.eventkeeper.com/code/bigweek.cfm?curOrg=POKLIB&curMode=LOGIN&curHelp=&curStart=3/31/2019&curLength=7&curPeriod=7&curReps=1&curWidth=0&cbFields=NLCPE&tfWeekPopup=false
mailto:kmiller@poklib.org
http://ccedutchess.org/events/2016/07/19/lets-talk-trash
https://www.arlingtonschools.org/Page/649
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Andrew Evans, MPH, Coordinator of Communicable Disease, Dutchess County Department of 
Behavioral & Community Health will describe the incidence of TBD in Dutchess County and the 
Community Health Improvement Plan (CHIP) strategies to address TBD.  
 
Joyce Tomaselli, CCEDC Community Horticulture Resource Educator, will provide education on 
ticks in our area including their identification, the diseases they carry, their habitat, steps you 
can take to protect your person, pets and property and what to do if you are bitten by a tick.  
 
Please note the focus will be on the pest. It will not be a medical discussion.  
 
Please contact Nancy Halas at nh26@cornell.edu or 845-677-8223 x115 to register by 
Wednesday April 3nd.   
 

Drop-In at the Drive-In Earth Day Recycling Event Saturday April 27, 10:00 am to 
2:00 pm at the Hyde Park Drive-In 

A FREE event for community members.  Turn in household items for recycling and 
redistribution.  Learn about maintaining a healthy planet.  Enjoy Earth Day activities for kids. 
 
Take advantage of this opportunity to drop off electronic waste, cell phones, hearing aids and 
eyeglasses, pharmaceuticals and items for shedding. Learn about recycling and how nature 
recycles itself. Visit CCEDC’s Compost Exhibit staffed by MG Volunteers Kathy Smith and Linda 
LoGiurato. Celebrate Earth Day!  
 
This event is sponsored by the Roosevelt-Vanderbilt National Historic Sites in partnership with 
NYS Department of Environmental Conservation, Dutchess County and Cornell Cooperative 
Extension. For more information click here.  
 
 
 

CCEDC MASTER GARDENER SPRING PLANT SALE May 17 & 18 

Each year, Master Gardener volunteers and CCE staff hold our annual plant sale in May, at the 
Dutchess County Farm & Home Center in Millbrook. Our volunteers grow and sell a wide variety 
of annuals, perennials, vegetables and herbs. Some of these varieties are “tried and true” 
favorites, others are exciting new introductions. This is our 
primary fundraiser and we count on your support! At this 
event, we also have a Master Gardener info booth set up. 
Our volunteers are available to answer your gardening 
questions and to help you make your plant selections. 

The 2019 plant sale is scheduled for Friday, May 17 (from 
10 AM-4 PM) & Saturday, May 18 (from 9 AM-2 PM). No 
early birds please! Visit ccedutchess.org/gardening/spring-
plant-sale for a list of the plants that will be for sale. Gift 
certificates are available for our Master Gardener Plant 
Sale which are a welcome gift for any gardener! Certificates may be purchased for any amount 
and are not redeemable for cash. To purchase a Master Gardener Plant Sale gift certificate, 
please contact Nancy Halas by e-mail at nh26@cornell.edu or by calling 845-677-8223 × 115. 

https://www.nps.gov/planyourvisit/event-details.htm?id=E14BFFAF-EC2A-214F-4071C52525E6C901
http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/spring-plant-sale
http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/spring-plant-sale
mailto:nh26@cornell.edu
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MONTHLY ID QUIZ 
 

    

 

 
These Symplocarpus foetidus, skunk-
cabbage plants which usually bloom 
early in spring were spotted on 
January 19, much earlier than usual. 
They create heat with a process called 
‘thermogenesis”, a part of the process 
of cellular respiration.  
Photo courtesy of Barbara Mansell 

 
What? Is this tree foaming? Is that soap in 
my stream? Do you know what has caused 

this natural phenomenon? 
 
 

 

 

 
HOW TO MOVE 90 BALES OF PROMIX OUT OF THE PARKING LOT  

 

 
CCEDC MG Plant Sale – May 17 & 18 – Mark your Calendar!  
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Need Soil pH Testing? Need Lawn or Plant Diagnosis? 
Have any gardening questions? 

 
The Horticulture Hotline, is closed for the season. Questions can be submitted through our 
website at www.CCEDutchess.org/gardening  Click on Contact Us and select the topic of 
Gardening.  
 
Samples for identification or diagnosis can be submitted Monday through Friday, 8:30 am to 
4:00 pm all year long. There is a $15 fee for samples. Visit our Horticulture Diagnostic Lab 
website for reliable resources and information on our services.  
 

 
 
HELP SPREAD THE DIRT! Please forward a copy to anyone you think might be interested. To 
be added or removed from our e-mail list, or submit upcoming gardening events, contact Nancy  
Halas at nh26@cornell.edu, www.ccedutchess.org.  

 
 

Websites mentioned in Dutchess Dirt are provided as a courtesy to our readers. Mention of these websites does not imply 
endorsement by Cornell University, Cornell Cooperative Extension or by the author.  
 

  

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and 
Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

The programs provided by this agency are partially funded by monies received from the County of Dutchess. 

http://www.ccedutchess.org/gardening
http://www.ccedutchess.org/gardening/community-horticulture/horticulture-diagnostic-lab-hotline.php
http://www.ccedutchess.org/gardening/community-horticulture/horticulture-diagnostic-lab-hotline.php
mailto:nh26@cornell.edu
http://www.ccedutchess.org/

