
 

2019 Farm Participant Guidelines & Procedures 
 
Family Farm Day (FFD) is a signature agritourism event in which farms, sponsors, local businesses, residents, 
and visitors throughout the region participate. FFD showcases many farming enterprises in Schoharie, Otsego, 
and Delaware Counties while introducing new customers to diverse, high-quality products that generate farm-
gate sales and build long term customer bases. Each year we consider new options to improve and expand 
opportunities for residents and visitors to explore and enjoy, if not extend their stay, all of which benefits the 
entire agritourism community. 
 

This type of event requires considerable planning and coordination with multiple deadlines months in advance 
of the event itself. To that end, we communicate regularly among the Planning Committee and participating 
farms. We offer guidelines for eligibility and the minimum requirements for farm participation, e.g., submit 
complete registration forms on-time, pick-up and return event materials, and, especially, submit all visitor 
survey information. It’s most valuable for planning, budgeting, and farm / sponsor participation. 
 

Please review the information below and submit completed Farm Registration, either online or in print, by 
Friday, April 5, 2019. Address any questions to your respective farm liaison listed below. 
 
Participation Eligibility          
 
Any of the following active farm enterprises in Schoharie, Otsego, and Delaware Counties willing to meet 
participation requirements are eligible to participate in FFD: 
  

 Food crops: large and small fruits – berries, apples, grapes; all varieties of vegetables and herbs; 
chickens, ducks, geese, eggs; dairy products – milk, cheese, and yogurt; livestock – beef, pork, 
venison, lamb, goat, rabbit, fish; hops and barley for craft brewing; honey and maple products. 

 Field / fiber crops: Plants, livestock for feed, fiber, or hides: hemp, alpaca, sheep, goat, rabbit, or cattle. 

 Farm-related business processors: cideries, wineries, breweries, beekeepers, farm stands, agritourism 
operations, food/feed processors, equine boarding / training, and value-added producers. 

 Note: Farmers’ markets play a key role by encouraging shoppers to visit participating farms on FFD. 
Although not a farm visit, we devote a full-page listing of all farmers’ markets in the Farm Guide. 

 
Participation Requirements  
 

1) We require a fully refundable deposit of $100 be submitted at the time of registration. Make check 
payable to CCE Schoharie and Otsego Counties, postdated for September 3, 2019, the day after 
Labor Day. Your check will not be cashed if all participation requirements are met by the stated 
deadlines. Failure to adhere to these requirements will result in a loss of deposit and the inability to 
participate in FFD 2020. We do not want to cash your check! We require this deposit to ensure that 
farms adhere to their responsibilities to help this event run smoothly. To that end, no checks were 
cashed in 2018 or 2017 when the policy first was applied. 

 
a) All information including a farm description and photo, the refundable deposit, and a Certificate of 

Liability Insurance, are received by Friday, April 5, 2019. (See Farm Registration for details.) 



 
b) All materials prepared for FFD farms are picked up at respective CCE county offices, Monday thru 

Friday, August 12-16, 2019, between 8:30 and 4:30 p.m. Items may include Farm Guides, rack 
cards, visitor registration and survey, farmer survey, road signage, farm signage, and tote bags –  
all as budget permits.   

 
c) All materials are returned to respective CCE offices by Friday, August 30, 2019, between 8:30  

and 4:30 p.m. Items may include visitor registration, surveys, and any surplus tote bags and road 
signage reusable for 2020.  

 
d) Certificate of Insurance: All farm participants must provide proof of general liability insurance 

covering their respective operations for a minimum of $1,000,000 for participation in FFD. Most 
farms carry appropriate coverage, especially those that frequent farmers’ markets, and may need 
only an insurance rider for FFD. If you are not familiar with obtaining insurance coverage, contact 
your insurance agent for further assistance. Some companies will add an insurance rider for the  
day to your current home-owner’s policy. 

 
2) All farm visits are free; no farm may charge an admission fee. A knowledgeable host or two to greet 

guests and answer questions about the farm must be available from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. A minimum of 
two people is highly recommended! Relatives, friends, and neighbors might be very good options.   
 

3) Collect beneficial data for farms, sponsors, and event planners. We ask for two things: a) attendee 
sign-in sheets capture minimal information from visitors or groups. We provide pre-printed ‘carbon copy’ 
forms, one sheet is for your records, the other is for event planners; b) collect completed visitor 
surveys. New for 2019 – visitors need NOT stop at three farms to receive a free tote bag. The incentive 
is not needed; farms can distribute the bags at will and ask if visitors have completed a survey from the 
Farm Guide or online. A new and different survey incentive is under consideration. 
 

4) Participating farms may provide sample tastings of their farm products as they would at farmers' 
markets following recommended food safety guidelines. Visitors enjoy an animal interaction, visual or 
tangible, such as a farm tour or pony ride. Other farm-related activities with educational value might be 
about your farm, farm methods, business practices, the environment, or your community. Your farm 
description in the Farm Guide should reflect your offerings. Last year’s 55 participating farms 
encompassed a lot of territory. Visitors did read farm descriptions to plan their farm tour; prepare your 
description as if selling a farm visit to yourself. 
 

Event Assistance 
 
With three counties now in the picture, there is a considerable amount of territory to cover. We encourage 
participating farms to help place and recover FFD road signs in key locations, and by distributing rack cards 
and Farm Guides to libraries, daycare centers, nursery schools, senior centers, and especially farmers’ 
markets. Please let your farm liaison know how you can help. 
 
FFD Farm Liaisons. Farm liaisons otherwise are available to assist in all aspects of the event. Do not hesitate 
to call or email if you have a question. You will be hearing from us as deadlines approach. 
 

 Schoharie County: David Cox, 518.234.4303 (x119); dgc23@cornell.edu  

 Otsego County: Lyn Weir, 607.547.8886; lyn@lynweir.com  

 Delaware County: Mariane Kiraly, 607.865.6531, mk129@cornell.edu 
 

We look forward to your participation in 2019. There is no Family Farm Day without you! 
 
David Cox, Family Farm Day Coordinator  
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