
With less than two weeks until the official start date of Spring, farmers (and their livestock) are preparing for 
the long awaited days spent in the fields and pastures without burdensome heavy clothing or freezing snow 
underfoot. As the snow melts away, the signs of winter tell their tale from ruts in the barnyard, to the pile of 
scrap that never got taken away last fall. Farms can be hard to keep pristine due to the constant workload 
from sunup to sundown. I put together a check list of sorts to help you strategically go about straightening up 
the farmstead. These tips are also applicable to cleaning up your yard, garage, or storage shed at home.   

The Barn: 

Often the center of activities during the cold months, the barn may be in need of a good cleaning by the end 
of March. Removing the physical items such as old hay, manure, or feed bags takes precedent in many 
producer’s minds. Other items that may require attention include the water system/roof/foundation, all 
which may have taken some abuse during the colder season. A great time to work on these complicated 
systems is during the warmer months, not just before the first snow. By giving the barn a good cleaning with 
hot water and cleaning agents will help eliminate any unwanted pests to help ensure a healthy start to the 
season. 

The Equipment: 

The first warm days of late April offer good opportunities to pressure wash equipment and remove the mud, 
salt, and grime from items that worked outside all season. Changing filters, checking oil (hydraulic, engine, 
etc.), and greasing every bearing on tractors and implements before fieldwork is important so you do not end 
up needing maintenance while standing in the field. Regardless of if a tractor is 30 or 300 horsepower, 
preventive maintenance can help you reduce downtime and maintain values on your equipment. 

The Land:  

How do your ditches, fence lines, hedgerows, and laneways look? Do branches need to be cut back before 
they hit a tractor cab? Do fence lines look like Swiss cheese after a windstorm and falling trees? Even before 
the snow begins to melt, a through walk through of your property can reveal issues that were there in 
October. 

The People (You): 

An often overlooked part of the farm itself are the people making it run. Do you need a pair of new boots 
before you head out to work? Maybe a checkup at the doctors is long overdue. Do you have enough help to 
do all the jobs that need to be done? Is the midday lunch a trip to a gas station or a potentially healthier 
option? It’s not too late to do some work on ourselves as well as our operations as we move into warmer 
temperatures and hay season!  
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