
        By Sue Gwise, Horticulture Educator 

In the summer of 2018, the SLELO PRISM* in collaboration with USDA APHIS* began a biocontrol test of an 

insect that may suppress swallow-wort populations.  Two field cages were set up in the Town of Henderson 

at the epicenter of the swallow-wort infestation.  One cage was placed in a sunny location and the other cage 

was placed in shade.  Moth larvae (Hypena opulenta) that feed exclusively on swallow-wort were released 

into the cages. 

As you can see from the 

before and after photos, the 

larvae were very successful— 

after just four weeks the 

swallow-wort in the shady 

location was pretty much 

decimated.  Defoliation of the 

swallow-wort population in 

the shady location was almost 

100%.  In the sunny location 

defoliation was only 30%.  

Better control was achieved in 

the shady location because 

Hypena opulenta prefers a 

shady environment.  This is 

hope for those difficult to 

control populations of swallow

-wort that develop in forested 

areas. 

By October, several adult moths were seen in the cages meaning that the larvae were able to successfully 

pupate into adults.  Work on the project will continue this summer.  Researchers are currently working with 

another swallow-wort biocontrol insect that will tolerate sunny environments.  
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BEFORE  — July 20, 2018, a healthy population of swallow-wort in the shady cage.  



AFTER — By August 16, 2018 the swallow-wort in the shady location was almost 

100% defoliated due to feeding by Hypena opulenta.  
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Cage monitoring 

*SLELO PRISM= St. Lawrence Eastern Lake Ontario Partnership for Regional Species Management (photo 

credits) 

*USDA-APHIS= United States Department of Agriculture, Animal Plant Health Inspection Service 


