
        By Carmelita Britton, Master Gardener  

I’ve lived here in the North Country for over 10 years now. Even so, I still hold on to the notion that spring 

will be just around the corner if only I can make it through the interminable month of January. Alas, it’s mid-

February, and we’re in the midst of a snow storm. Again. After a brief January thaw came what’s 

euphemistically called a wintry mix, then another semi-thaw and another blanket of snow. And so, here we 

are. 

Our field and back yard here in Sackets 

Harbor present a winter wonderland. I 

put out seed for the birds and wonder 

how much my small contribution helps. 

I see rabbit tracks in the snow leading 

to the crawlspace under our deck, and 

wonder if bunnies are really warmer 

under there. I watch as the snow 

amasses on the branches of our pine 

and spruce trees and wonder at 

nature’s perfectly engineered design 

that enables them to bear the weight. 

And I’m filled with wonder and respect 

for those men and women and young 

folks of all ages who commit to the care 

of their farm lands and farm animals, no matter what weather comes our way.  

Our crazy-energetic young spaniel seems to find magnificent adventure in the snow, endlessly entertained 

with chasing the occasional brown leaf caught in a blowing gust of wind, plunging nose first into snow banks 

to follow the scent of heaven-only-knows-what. And I do love watching the chickadees, cardinals, blue jays, 

nuthatches, juncos and finches that visit our back yard. Their beauty is my reward for shoveling a path to 

their feeders.  

But I admit that I’m weary of the squalls and the white stuff, and the lack of access to my garden. And it’s 

tiresome to complain and seemingly have nothing to talk about but the weather. So, let’s not speak of it any 

more. Let’s take comfort and have faith that nature knows the ways of each season and that, in due time, 

warm breezes and tender greenery will return. The soil will yield to our spades, and we can sow our seeds 

and dream of splendid flowers and bountiful harvests. And get back to complaining about the weeds! 
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