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wall abutting a path, their dark foliage 
boldly beautiful against the grey stone. 
Gertrude Jekyll, a famous British 
horticulturist, wrote of using them to 
drape over peonies in her famous 
borders. 
 
Care of both these species consists of  
simply cutting the stems down in very 
early spring, preferably before new 
growth has started, and some staking. An 
occasional handful of fertilizer or compost 
in spring coupled with average watering in 
well-drained soil meets their needs just 
fine in full to part sun. 
 
Just to make things interesting, there are 
shrubby clematis as well. Tubulosa and 
heracleifolia have stiff woody stems up to 
about 30”. Often called subshrubs, they 
need to be cut back in spring to a pair of 
buds near the base of each branch. Loose 
clusters of lightly fragrant flowers with 
reflexed sepals, in shades of blue, bloom 
in late summer. Their look and fragrance 
reminds me of a mildly scented hyacinth. 
My 4’ wide swath of this plant is paired 
with the Hosta ‘Royal Standard’ whose 
large white, also fragrant, flowers bloom 
at the same time. While the species is 
lovely, you may find named varieties such 
as ‘New Love’ currently available. 
 
Those busy hybridizers have also been 
breeding integrifolia with large flowered 
vining clematis producing a class of plants 
sometimes referred to as diversifolia. The 
International Clematis Society has not 
approved this epithet but it does serve to 
identify traits that these plants have in 
common. Most have smaller flowers than 
the large flowered ones and less height. 
Usually non-vining, they must be carefully 
tied to a support. Better yet, allow them 
to gracefully use an adjacent shrub to 
wind within. How nice it is to have the 
blooms at a height to really appreciate 
them! How fanciful it is to have a 
viburnum’s scented clusters in spring 
followed later by brightly colored clematis 
blooms as if it is a different plant 

 

A 
lways on the lookout for 
unusual perennials, I                  
purchased Clematis 
integrifolia (accent on 

‘teg’) back in 1988. Oh my, what a 
glorious plant! 
 
Yes, the thirty or so 3’ stems need 
support unless they are allowed to 
wander through neighboring plants 
but Oh! the blooms! A big show of 
lovely dangling 4 sepaled beauties in 
a beautiful deep blue starts in June. 
After that, continuous scattered 
flowers show up through fall mixed 
with fluffy round seed heads. Long 
lived and never bothered by any 
insect or disease, I didn’t even divide 
it for the first 20 years. Is this a 
favorite plant? You can bet that it is. 
Did I say no insects? Well, my local 
bees love ’em. 
 
Recently the hybridizers have been 
selecting and breeding for better 
forms of this perennial clematis. We 
now have several named varieties 
including: ‘Stand By Me’, having 
more upright stems, and ‘Violet 
Stardust’ with up-facing violet 
flowers. Pink, lavender, and white 
forms are available also but harder 
to find. 
 
Another perennial non-vining                      
clematis is the species recta.               
Reaching 6’, it blooms in early 
summer with masses of small starry 
white flowers. Its leaves are green 
but appealing varieties have been 
bred with purply to almost black 
foliage that contrasts beautifully 
with the delicate flowers. Cutting 
the stalks down after flowering to 
between 6-24” will encourage a 
second growth of fresh foliage, not 
as high, but a great backdrop for a 
later blooming plant. Several at the 
Cornell Gardens can be seen draping 
down like garlands from a high stone 

altogether. Grow a deep blue 
one to lean against a conifer’s 
golden foliage. These are plants 
to have fun with. They adapt 
well to containers also.  Many 
nurseries now carry these 
perennial clematis. They are 
long lived and stable additions 
to every garden.  
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