
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Columbia and Greene Counties 
Agroforestry Resource Center, Acra 

Board Meeting 
Tuesday, December 4, 2018 

Minutes 
 
Present:  Billy Greer, Sandra Gardner, Jane Miller, Alicia McCagg, Nate Chittenden, Joe Behn, Glenda Berman, James Story, 
Don MacCormack, Mike McCrary, Art Bassin, Bryan Frisbee, Bruce Meyers, Cathi Annese, Nicole Bliss, Emili Ponte 
Guests:  Meghan Charron, Josh Lipsman, Mathew Maraglio 
Staff:  Linda Tripp, Evon Antonio, Angela Tallarico 
Absent:  Brent Zimmerman, Matt Luvera, Linda Fix, Virginia Benedict 
 
Cathi Annese, Association President, called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. 

 
Cathi welcomed the newly elected 2019 board members to the meeting, Josh Lipsman, Meghan Charron & Matthew Maraglio.  
Cathi also thanked those board members who will leaving at the end of this year – Jane Miller, Don MacCormack, James Story 
& Nate Chittenden.  Introductions followed.   
 
Approval of Board Agenda 
Don MacCormack moved that the board agenda be approved with two additions; the appointment of a nominating 
committee for the 2019 board officers and a report on the Siuslaw Model Forest Sub-Committee meeting.  Jane Miller 
seconded.  Approved unanimously. 
 
Approval of October 2, 2018 meeting minutes 
Nicole Bliss moved to approve the meeting minutes; Billy Greer seconded.  Approved unanimously. 
 
Standing Committee Reports 
 
Executive Committee, Cathi Annese 
The Executive Committee met on 11/7/18.  General review of the status of Taste NY store & contract, staff recruitment, 
succession planning, budget, board nominations, plans for annual meeting and staffing issues. 

 

Finance and Human Resources Committee (met 11/27/2018), Nate Chittenden, Chair 

Nate reported on the committee meeting: 

1) Due to the Thanksgiving holiday, the October statements were not ready but are included in the board packet this 
evening. 

2) The committee reviewed and approved of the budget for presentation to the board.  Nate reviewed some highlights. 
(Emili Ponte joined the meeting).  Evon proceeded to review the budget.  Don pointed out what may appear to be 
redundancies in the accounts but explained that they are different accounts that breakout costs based on the county 
appropriations (219 Greene and 210 Columbia).  Discussion followed.  James Story moved to approve the budget; 
Mike McCrary seconded.  Approved unanimously.    

3) Jane Miller moved to approve the October financial statements; Nicole Bliss seconded.  Approved unanimously.   
 

Program Advisory Committees 

Agriculture and Food Systems (met 10/24), Nate Chittenden, Chair 
Board members in attendance were Sandra Gardner, Joe Behn, Nate Chittenden.  Staff present were Steve Hadcock, Donna 
Peterson and Evon Antonio.  Discussed tying into regional programming with local staff changes.    We are considering 
changing some of the responsibilities of Maggie Smith (4-H Youth Development Ag & STEM Educator).  
 
Natural Resources, Sustainable Energy, & Climate Change (met 10/2), Virginia Benedict, Chair 
Ginger was absent due to illness.  However, Mike McCrary reported on the Siuslaw Model Forest Sub-Committee meeting that 
took place earlier in the day.  Some recent problems - kiosk fell (will be repaired with funds from the Watershed Agricultural 



Council).  Another problem is ATVs going through the property illegally in addition to hunters.  Steps will be taken to post the 
property and notify neighbors of such.  

 
4-H Youth Development/Children, Youth, and Families (met 10/16), Jane Miller, Chair 
• Jane reported on the last meeting.  There are several events planned next year to celebrate the 90th anniversary of 4-H in 

both counties.   
• Linda Tripp reported that the news election services fundraiser generated about $1,100.   
• 4-H teen ambassadors attending a program at the Woodstock School of Art.  Their work will be displayed in the Katterskill 

Gallery at the community college. 
 
Parenting, Nutrition & Special Projects (no meeting), Don MacCormack, Chair 
Next meeting scheduled for December 19 at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Community & Economic Vitality (no meeting) 

Government Relations Updates 

Columbia County Board of Supervisors,  Art Bassin 

Art reported the focus has been on 2019 budget.  The board would like to continue to build cash reserves (currently $11M) in 
anticipation of a softer economy in the future.  The County is also looking into the impact of short-term rentals (i.e. AirBnB).  

 
Executive Director Report, Evon Antonio 
The last two months focused primarily on getting TasteNY Market up and running.  We were given a six week window to 
assume management which included staffing, equipment, and inventory.  Evon thanked Angela Tallarico and Shaylyn Decker 
for their efforts.  Evon spoke about the association finances in more detail. He thanked the board for their support and 
guidance. 

 
New Business, Cathi Annese 
• Organizational Board Meeting - Following a brief discussion, it was agreed that the meeting would take place the evening 

of Monday, January 14 at Columbia-Greene Community College.  Angela advised the board that the 2019 “committee 
preference” form will be finalized and shared as soon possible.   

• Sexual Harassment Policy Code #403 was shared with the board.  Nate Chittenden moved to adopt the policy with an 
effective date of December 5, 2018; Nicole Bliss seconded.  Approved unanimously. 

• Sandra Gardner reported that the planning for the Farming Our Future conference is well underway.  It is scheduled for 
Saturday, February 23.  Watch for further details. 

• Nominating Committee for the 2019 board officers – Cathi proposed the appointment of Nate Chittenden, Joe Behn, Don 
MacCormack and Ginger Benedict.  James felt the entire board needs more input into the process.  Discussion.  It was 
decided that the committee would contact board members to see if they were interested in serving and/or 
recommending someone else as an officer.  Mike McCrary moved to approve the appointment of the committee as 
proposed by Cathi; James Story seconded.  Approved unanimously.     

 
Bruce Meyers moved to adjourn the meeting; Don MacCormack seconded.  Approved unanimously.  Meeting adjourned at 
8:40 p.m. 
 

Minutes prepared by Angela Tallarico, Recording Secretary 


