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Foreword 

The following document is a summary of the research findings from the project entitled “The Rhode Island 
Commercial Fishing Industry – Development of a Profile” conducted by researchers at the Cornell University 
Cooperative Extension Marine Program.  Taken together, the findings comprise a profile aimed at telling the 
story of the Rhode Island commercial fishing industry – who is involved, the species landed and processed in 
the state, the economic value associated with these activities, and how and where fishing takes place.  The study 
is largely based on existing information, with some directly collected data inserted. 

Development of this profile was undertaken in response to requests from fishing industry leaders, managers, 
planners, and policy advisers alike who pointed to the need to have an up to date summary of the fishing 
industry based in Rhode Island in order to know how to best maintain and possibly grow this economic sector.   
Proponents of the study concurred that characterizing the RI commercial fishing industry as it currently exists 
was the first step to better informing important planning, investment, and economic development decisions, both 
in the private and public arenas.  A compilation of baseline information was needed in order to begin to discuss 
what trends might be in play, and what steps might be considered and taken now to help guide this industry’s 
future.   

 In completing what is considered to be Phase I of a pilot study, the research team focused on compiling data 
from existing sources to provide a snapshot of the present. This consisted of summarizing data from the most 
current (usually 2010 or 2011) Federal Vessel Trip Reports, state logbooks, and mandated SAFIS dealer 
reports.  Augmenting this was information collected by the research team from surveys of the top seafood 
dealers/processors in the state, and intercept questionnaires directed at captains and crewmembers. When 
readily accessible, some historic data was included for comparison purposes.   

For some categories of information, existing data appeared to be adequate and available, although it should be 
noted that the accuracy and completeness of the data compiled is only as good as the accuracy and 
completeness of the original data reported.  In other categories, information was either non-existent or 
incomplete.  With the latter in mind, a proposal for a Phase II to this study was developed by the CFRF to 
provide an opportunity for researchers to work with the fishing community further to take a closer look at the 
adequacy and accuracy of existing data, fill data gaps, and develop ways to update this type of profile 
information in one centralized location on an ongoing basis. 

Despite the limitations of some data sources, and the time and resource constraints the research team had to 
work with under Phase I, the information uncovered gives a good sense of the RI commercial fishing industry as 
it now occurs. Readers of this summary document are encouraged to take the time to review the entire final 
profile report for more comprehensive information [found at CFRF and Cornell University Cooperative 
Extension Program home websites – http://www.cfrfoundation.org/ and http://ccesuffolk.org/rhode-island-cfi-
profile/].  It provides an interesting look at Rhode Island’s commercial fishing industry. 

Peg Petruny-Parker, Executive Director 
Commercial Fisheries Research Foundation 
 

 

 



	  
	  

2	  

Basic facts uncovered  

Economic Value of Fishing Industry 
 

• Estimate of total value of sales of fish in RI is $200.9 million. [Note: This includes sales associated with 
fish landed by RI home ported vessels, and transactions for primary dealers/processors, secondary 
wholesalers/distributors, restaurants, and grocers.  This figure does not include the sales associated with 
fish imports, which total approximately $562.3 million.] 

• Estimate of total income associated with fish landed by RI home ported vessels is $149.9 million.  
• Estimate of total employment in RI connected directly to harvesting, processing, distributing, and selling 

fish landed by RI home ported vessels is 6,951. 
• Estimate of value of landings by RI vessels in other states is $10 million. 
• Estimate of value of landings in RI by out of state vessels is $4 million. 
• Estimate of fish shipped to RI for processing is 44 million pounds worth about $30 million.  

Species Landed/Processed 

• 2010 -Major species landed in terms of volume: Illex squid, Atlantic herring, little skate, Loligo squid, 
Atlantic mackerel, scup, skates, silver hake, American lobster, Jonah crab 

• 2010 - Major species landed in terms of value: American lobster, Loligo squid, summer flounder, Illex 
squid, northern quahog, goosefish (monkfish), scup, sea scallop, silver hake, Atlantic mackerel 

• The top ten species accounted for 75% of the volume and 76% of the value of landings 
• 2010 - Squid landings in RI comprised 54% of all total squid landings in the Northeast, and RI 

processors account for a majority of the domestically harvested squid products processed in the 
Northeast. 

• 2010 – major species processed in Rhode Island include: Loligo squid, Illex squid, Atlantic mackerel, 
and Atlantic herring 

• American lobster is the highest value landed species ($12.4 million in 2010 according to SAFIS dealer 
data – dockside sales were worth another approximately $845,500.) 

• Major types of gear used for RI landings:  Otter trawl, pots & traps, dredge, rakes, gill net, rod & reel, 
and floating fish trap.  

• 2010 – Estimated number of fishing trips by all gear types is 59,640 with a total of 77.4 million pounds 
of fish landed in Rhode Island. 

Industry Components 

Harvesters: 
• 2011 – Number of state licensed commercial fishing vessels was 1,298 (down from 1,488 in 2005).  

These vessels ranged in size from 10’ to 113’ and horsepower of 3hp to 1750 hp. 
• 2010 – Number of federally permitted vessels is 359 (down from 367 in 2005). These vessels range in 

size from 8’ to 138’ and from 1 hp to 2775hp. 
• Average vessel age is 26 years.  The last new dragger construction occurred in 1990. 
• Nine freezer trawlers are currently home ported in RI (6 in Pt. Judith and 3 in Davisville).  These vessels 

target squid, Atlantic mackerel, and herring. 
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• 2010 – There were 248 lobster trap fishermen with lobster trap allocation that reported landing lobster, 
and RI DEM lobster trap tag order data indicated there were 245 lobster trap fishing vessels home ported 
within the state. 

• The estimate of the number of full and part-time Rhode commercial fishermen is 2,500 including 
crewmen. 

• The median age of crewmembers responding to study survey was 44. 

Dealers/Processors: 
• Rhode Island seafood processing has been found to be underestimated in federal reports. 
• Study surveyed the top 25 dealers representing 85% of dealer purchases, with 18 responding.     Survey 

results for the 18 respondents indicated total sales of 154 million pounds of fish valued at $144 million 
for this group. 

• Survey results also estimated at total of 44 million pounds of fish valued at $30 million is being shipped 
to RI from outside of the state for processing. 

• 60% of survey respondents indicated their facility was underutilized and they cited the most notable 
impediment to growth being the raw product supply. This has led to a vertical integration approach to 
some processing businesses through either forward contracting with fishing vessels or direct fishing 
vessel ownership. 

• 72% of those surveyed welcomed the idea of a RI seafood marketing initiative.  
• Dealers and processors typically operate company owned refrigerated vehicles as their means of 

transporting fish products. 

Other Support Businesses: 
• Support businesses include net builders and other gear supply businesses, bait and ice suppliers, 

shipyards, fuel companies, ship chandlers, engine and deck machinery sales and repair and marine 
electronics. 

• RI is viewed as a regional service support destination for fishing vessels operating out of the southern 
New England and Mid-Atlantic regions due to contractions in smaller ports. 

Other Related Professions/Organizations: 
• RI DEM Division of Marine Fisheries manages species within state waters, and represents the state on 

regional and federal fishery management entities.  Within the Division there are 17 state staff positions 
and 2 positions under a cooperative state-federal statistical program. 

• Rhode Island Coastal Resource Management Council (CRMC) has one staff position dedicated to 
aquaculture regulation. 

• Fisheries related academic programs occur at URI and Roger Williams University. 
• RI Sea Grant Program supports the equivalent of 1.5 staff positions dedicated to fisheries work. 
• The NOAA Northeast Fisheries Center Laboratory and NOAA Fisheries Statistics Office are located in 

Narragansett, RI.  
• Some 14 commercial fishermen organizations are based in the state.  
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Summary Charts, Diagrams, Tables 

 
Makeup of the RI homeport fleet by vessel size and horsepower 

 
Vessel 

size 
% 

comp 
active 

in 2009 

% 
comp 
active 

in 2010 

Landings 
'09 

Landings 
'10 

% comp 
of 

landings 
in 2009 

% comp 
of 

landings 
in 2010 

<31 8.40% 12.70% $290,720 $421,356 0.60% 0.90% 
31 - 
45 

50.50% 50.50% $4,991,823 $6,047,486 11.10% 12.90% 

46 - 
60 

9.90% 8.50% $3,768,170 $3,647,047 8.40% 7.80% 

61 - 
75 

18.30% 17.00% $17,202,362 $18,476,952 38.30% 39.40% 

76 - 
90 

10.90% 9.40% $12,015,768 $12,424,271 26.80% 26.50% 

>90 2.00% 1.90% $6,604,448 $5,874,054 14.70% 12.50% 
Source:  Matthew McPherson – NMFS/NEFSC 

Comparative (comp) active % of vessel size (length) of annual total active fleet 
Comparative (comp) landings % of total annual landings by vessel size 

 
 
 

RI Commercial Fishing Fleet Summary 
 

  
Federal Vessels 

2010 
State Vessels 

2011 

Count 359 1,298 

Average Length 43 ft 23 ft 

Average 
Horsepower  375 hp 165 hp 

Hold Capacity 12.4 million lbs N/A 

Average Age 26 N/A 

Source: Kelley Mcgrath (NMFS) - Federal Vessel Operator Permit List & Margaret McGrath (RIDEM) - RIDEM Vessel Declaration List 
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Active RI Home-Ported Commercial Fishing Vessel Fleet Summary 2010 
  Active 

Lobster Fishing Vessels 245 

Freezer Trawl Vessels 9 

Federally Permitted Squid Vessels 44 

Federally Permitted Groundfish Sector Vessels 49 

Federally Permitted Groundfish Vessels  (common 
pool) 50 

RI Fluke Sector Vessels 11 

RIDEM Commercial License Holders 1314 

Source: Daniel Costa (RIDEM) – VTRs & Dealer Reports (SAFIS), Tom Angell (RIDEM) LobstermenVessel Trip Reports, NMFS Federal Vessel Permit List, Andrew 
Kitts (NMFS/NEFSC) – Federal VTR database 2010 
 

Rhode Island Percent of Landings (Pounds) by Gear Type 2010 

	  
Source:  Information provided by Kelley Mcgrath (NMFS) Dealer Data 
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Top Ten Species by Volume (Pounds) 2010 
Rank Species Volume Percent of Total 

1 Squid, Northern Shortfin (Illex) 12,431,611.00 16% 

2 Herring, Atlantic 8,279,065.00 11% 

3 Little, Skate 7,616,857.00 10% 

4 Squid, Longfin Inshore (Loligo) 7,446,094.00 10% 

5 Mackerel, Atlantic 4,355,810.00 6% 

6 Scup 4,300,039.00 6% 

7 Skates, Unclassified 3,428,067.00 4% 

8 Hake, Silver 3,406,119.00 4% 

9 Lobster, American 2,927,790.42 4% 

10 Crab, Jonah 2,909,247.00 4% 

	  
Total Volume (Pounds) - 57,100,699.42         Total Percent - 75% 

Source:  Data provided by Daniel Costa ACCSP Coordinator, Division of Fish & Wildlife RI DEM-SAFIS Dealer Data 
 

Top Ten Species by Value (Dollars) 2010 
Rank Species Value Percent of Total 

1 Lobster, American 12,394,242  21% 

2 Squid, Longfin Inshore (Loligo) 7,512,831  12% 

3 Flounder, Summer 5,560,038  9% 

4 Squid, Northern Shortfin (Illex) 5,159,934  9% 

5 Quahog, Northern 3,280,986  5% 

6 Goosefish 2,980,052  5% 

7 Scup 2,837,339  5% 

8 Scallop, Sea 2,153,711  4% 

9 Hake, Silver 1,954,207  3% 

10 Mackerel, Atlantic 1,885,702  3% 

 
Total Value (Dollars) – $45,719,042                   Total Percent - 76% 

 
Source:  Data provided by Daniel Costa ACCSP Coordinator, Division of Fish & Wildlife RI DEM-SAFIS Dealer Data 
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RI Landings from Out of State Vessels 2010 
 

Number of 
Vessels 

Volume 
(lbs) Value Principal Species Principal Ports 

39 4,398,050 $3,927,706 

Squid, Long Finned 
(Loligo), Summer 

Flounder, Surf Clams, 
Ocean Quahog, Sea 

Scallops  

   1.) Point Judith             
2.)  Davisville            
3.)   Newport 

Data Source:  (RIDEM Dan Costa & Kelley Mcgrath - NMFS/NERO Fishery Statistics Office Fishery   Information Specialist 

 

Landings for RI State Home Ported Vessels by State Landed 2010 

State 
Landed 

Sum of landings 
(lbs) Sum of value ($) 

RI 46,724,548  36,860,399  

CT 903,787  1,418,842  

MA 7,660,633  6,619,816  

ME 34,770  120,356  

NJ 536,291  956,075  

NY 88,686  254,900  

VA 8,877  15,273  

Total *55,957,592  *46,245,661  

*Totals do not include some inshore species and RI landings by out of state vessels. (Source: Andrew Kitts NMFS/NEFSC Social Sciences Branch – from Federal VTR 
Database) 
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Trends in value and volume of Rhode Island American Lobster landings for 2006-2010 are presented below: 
 

	  
Source:  Data provided by Daniel Costa ACCSP Coordinator, Division of Fish & Wildlife RI DEM-SAFIS Dealer Data 

Factors affecting lobster trends landings include biological stocks levels and fishing effort regulations (Pot and permit limits) 
 
	  
	  
Trends in value and volume of Rhode Island Loligo squid landings for 2006-2010 are presented below: 
 

 
Source:  Data provided by Daniel Costa ACCSP Coordinator, Division of Fish & Wildlife RI DEM-SAFIS Dealer Data 

Factors affecting Loligo squid landings include biological stocks, along with small mesh bycatch issues involving winter flounder and butterfish 
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Fishing Effort by Gear Type & Number of Trips 2010 
 

Fishing Gear Number of Trips 

By Hand (no SCUBA) 50  

Crab Trap 122  

Dip Net 1  

Dredge 271  

Floating Fish Trap 471  

Gill Net 3,090  

Otter Trawl 5,958  

Pots & Traps (Fish) 4,125  

Pots & Traps (Hagfish) 3  

Pots & Traps (Lobster) 9,530  

Pots & Traps (Other) 116  

Purse Seine 8  

Rakes 25,295  

Rod & Reel 10,574  

Scuba Gear 26  

Total 59,640 

Information provided by Daniel Costa ACCSP Coordinator, Division of Fish & Wildlife RI DEM – SAFIS (VTR data).  Shellfish is not reported on VTRs, Dealer data 
was used assuming shellfish trips were the gear rake  
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Number of Trips by Individual Shellfish Species by Port 2010 
 

CLAM, 
RAZO R, 

ATLANTIC

CLAM, 
NO RTHERN 
Q UAHO G

CLAM, 
SO FT

MUSSEL, 
BLUE

O YSTER,
EASTERN

SCALLO P
,BAY

SCALLO P,
SEA

PO RT # TRIPS # TRIPS # TRIPS # TRIPS # TRIPS # TRIPS # TRIPS TO TAL

Bristol 2,877 148 7 3,032

Charlestown 8 2 10

East Greenwich 5,098 325 13 5,436

Jamestown 8 8

New Shoreham 5 5

Newport 122 9 6 137

North Kingstown (local name Wickford) 10 3,338 252 139 9 3,748

Point Judith 797 174 1 6 1 94 1,073

Portsmouth 1,588 84 1,672

Rhode Island (State) 2 2

South Kingstown (Town of) 1 6 7

Warren 2,512 119 5 2,636

Warwick (RR name Apponaug) 6,955 532 38 4 7,529

Total Trips 25,295  	  
Information provided by Daniel Costa ACCSP Coordinator Division of Fish & Wildlife RIDEM -SAFIS data (Dealer Reports) 

 
	  
	  

Rhode Island Lobster Fishing Trips by Area Fished and Gear 2010 
 

Gear LCMA 2 LCMA 3 LCMA 4 Total 

Lobster Trap 8,586 944 0 9,530 

All Other Gears 676 107 3 786 

Total Number of 
Trips 9,262 1051 3 10,316 

All other gear includes: Otter Trawl, Gillnet, Fish Pot & Crab Pot 
Information provided by Thomas E. Angell RIDEM / Fish and Wildlife / Marine Fisheries  
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RI Active vs. Non-Active Licensees 2010 
           

License Type 
License 
Count 

Active 
License 

Commercial 
Fishing License 449 136 

Landing 
Permits 120 48 

Multipurpose 887 655 

Principal Effort 735 409 

Shellfish O65 201 16 

Student 
Shellfish 49 37 

Unknown   13 

Total 2441 1314 

 
Active Permits = Permit Holders that Reported Landings in 2010 

Source:  Information reported by Daniel Costa ACCSP Coordinator Division of Fish & Wildlife RIDEM  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Average Annual Price for Finfish and Shellfish 2006-2010 (Dollars) 
 

Species Groups 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 

Total Landings 0.87 0.98 0.96 0.73 0.78 

Finfish 0.46 0.61 0.67 0.51 0.54 

Shellfish 
(including squid) 1.35 1.41 1.22 1.00 1.08 

Source:  NOAA Fisheries: Office of Science and Technology – Fisheries of the United States 2010 
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Table 1.21:  Rhode Island Commercial Fishing Industry Infrastructure 

(A Current Inventory of Statewide Assets, Facilities, and Infrastructure Supporting Commercial Fishing) 

Data/Information sources used were RIDEM (RI Seafood/Dealer list), RI Ports and Commercial Harbors 2010, Point Judith and Newport fact sheets (RIDEM), personal 
communications (Robert Carpenter, Larry Mouradjian and Terri Bisson (RIDEM). 

TOWN/PORT	   PUBLIC	  
DOCKAGE/LAYDOWN	  
AREAS	  &	  AVAILABE	  

SERVICES	  	  
(WATER,	  ELECTRIC,	  

SECURITY)	  

FISH	  
DEALERS/PROCESSORS	  
and	  SPECIAL	  SERVICES	  

TRANSPORTATION,	  
FUELING,	  and	  ICE	  

SUPPLY	  

GEAR/	  
ELECTRONIC	  
SUPPLY	  and	  

OTHER	  
SERVICES	  

VESSEL	  &	  
EQUIPMENT	  
SERVICES	  	  

Bristol	   -‐	  41	  Slips	  with	  2	  additional	  
piers	  providing	  berthing	  for	  
comm.	  Vessels	  
-‐	  boat	  ramp	  with	  medium	  
use	  by	  quahog	  boats	  
-‐	  laydown	  acreage	  =	  .6	  
acres	  
-‐security	  by	  full-‐time	  
harbormaster	  and	  US	  Coast	  
Guard	  

-‐	  6	  dealer/processors	  
located	  in	  Bristol	  
-‐	  cold	  storage/refrigerated	  
trucks	  available	  

-‐	  dealer/processor	  
and/or	  common	  carrier	  
*truck	  transportation	  
-‐	  fuel	  via	  area	  gas	  
stations,	  truck	  delivery,	  
and	  local	  marinas	  
	  

-‐	  marine	  
electronics	  
located	  at	  
Herreschoff	  
Pier	  

-‐	  not	  available	  

East	  
Greenwich	  

-‐	  approximately	  40	  slips	  
considered	  commercial	  
-‐	  limited	  offloading	  of	  
shellfish	  
-‐	  no	  laydown	  acreage	  
-‐security	  by	  full-‐time	  
harbor	  master	  

-‐	  Rhode	  Island	  Clam	  is	  a	  
dealer/wholesaler	  w/	  2	  slips	  
available	  for	  offloading,	  
onsite	  laydown	  area	  
-‐	  cold	  storage/refrigerated	  
trucks	  available	  

-‐	  dealer/processor	  
and/or	  common	  carrier	  
truck	  transportation	  
-‐	  	  fuel	  	  via	  area	  gas	  
stations,	  truck	  delivery,	  
and	  local	  marinas	  
-‐	  ice	  available	  through	  
Rhode	  Island	  Clam	  

-‐	  not	  available	   -‐	  Anderson’s	  
Boat	  Yard	  
serves	  	  
small	  
commercial	  
vessels	  

Little	  
Compton	  

-‐	  2	  piers	  that	  provide	  
berths	  for	  approximately	  
26	  vessels	  
-‐	  boat	  ramp	  and	  adjacent	  
parking	  used	  by	  
commercial	  fishermen	  for	  
launching	  and	  gear	  transfer	  
-‐security	  by	  full-‐time	  
harbor	  master	  
-‐	  water,	  electric	  are	  
available	  on	  the	  piers	  
-‐	  no	  laydown	  acreage	  
available	  

-‐	  1	  main	  fish	  dealer	  
-‐	  ice	  house/refrigerated	  
trucks	  and	  indoor	  fish	  
weighing	  station	  available	  
	  

-‐	  dealer/processor	  
and/or	  common	  carrier	  
truck	  transportation	  	  
from	  both	  piers	  	  
-‐	  	  fuel	  	  via	  area	  gas	  
stations,	  truck	  delivery,	  
and	  local	  marinas	  
-‐	  ice	  available	  through	  
dealer/processor	  
	  

-‐	  not	  available	   -‐	  not	  available	  

Narragansett	  
(Point	  Judith)	  

	  

-‐	  40	  piers	  all	  for	  
commercial	  berthing	  –	  202	  
assigned	  slips	  (as	  of	  July	  
2011)	  	  see	  below	  for	  more	  
detail	  
-‐	  water	  and	  electric	  are	  
available	  
-‐	  RI	  DEM	  holds	  title	  over	  
the	  port	  and	  maintains	  
security	  along	  w/	  US	  Coast	  
Guard	  
-‐	  some	  mooring	  sites	  are	  
available	  
-‐	  laydown	  acreage	  =	  28.31	  
acres	  

-‐	  9	  dealer/processors	  
located	  in	  Narragansett	  	  
-‐	  cold	  storage	  /refrigerated	  
trucks	  available	  
-‐The	  Pt.	  Judith	  pier	  
connected	  to	  the	  
Narragansett	  Town	  sewer	  
system	  
-‐Town	  Dock	  and	  Pt.	  Judith’s	  
Fishermen’s	  Company	  have	  
waste	  water	  treatment	  
systems	  

-‐	  dealer/processor	  
and/or	  common	  carrier	  
truck	  transportation	  
-‐	  2	  fueling	  docks(Galilee	  
Fuel)	  on	  site	  and	  fuel	  
truck	  delivery	  
-‐port	  dealer/processors	  
supplied	  ice.	  
Additionally,	  many	  
vessels	  have	  onboard	  
ice	  making	  capability	  

-‐	  Point	  Judith	  	  
Electronics	  
-‐	  Superior	  
Trawl	  
-‐	  Trawlworks	  

-‐	  Rhode	  Island	  
Engine	  Repair	  	  
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TOWN/PORT	   PUBLIC	  
DOCKAGE/LAYDOWN	  
AREAS	  &	  AVAILABE	  

SERVICES	  	  
(WATER,	  ELECTRIC,	  

SECURITY)	  

FISH	  
DEALERS/PROCESSORS	  
and	  SPECIAL	  SERVICES	  

TRANSPORTATION,	  
FUELING,	  and	  ICE	  

SUPPLY	  	  

GEAR/	  
ELECTRONIC	  
SUPPLY	  and	  

OTHER	  
SERVICES	  

VESSEL	  and	  
EQUIPMENT	  
SERVICES	  	  

Newport	   -‐	  state	  pier	  #9	  managed	  by	  
RI	  DEM	  exclusive	  for	  
commercial	  fishing,	  offers	  
700’	  of	  dock	  space	  w/	  3	  
acres	  of	  laydown	  area	  	  -‐37	  
assigned	  slips	  (as	  of	  July	  
2011)	  see	  below	  for	  more	  
details	  
-‐The	  slip	  fee	  is	  $40	  per	  
linear	  foot	  
-‐	  security	  by	  full-‐time	  
harbor	  master	  
-‐20x20	  lobster	  holding	  
facility	  used	  by	  commercial	  
lobstermen	  	  
-‐Long	  Wharf	  is	  city	  owned	  
and	  designated	  for	  comm.	  
fishing	  
-‐Goat	  Island	  offers	  berthing	  
for	  fishing	  vessels	  
	  

-‐	  10	  dealer/processors	  
located	  in	  Newport	  
(included	  Middletown)	  
-‐	  cold	  storage/refrigerated	  
trucks	  available	  

-‐	  only	  access	  is	  local	  
roads	  to	  interstate	  
highway	  system	  
-‐	  dealer/processor	  
and/or	  common	  carrier	  
truck	  transportation	  
-‐	  fueling	  facilities	  on	  
site	  or	  truck	  delivery	  
-‐	  ice	  available	  through	  
dealer/processor	  

-‐	  not	  available	   -‐	  Newport	  
Shipyard	  full	  
service	  
shipyard	  with	  
some	  
commercial	  
	  clients	  
	  

New	  
Shoreham	  
(Block	  
Island)	  

	  

-‐	  1	  wharf	  in	  Old	  Harbor	  
dedicated	  to	  comm.	  
fishermen	  provides	  
offloading,	  berthing,	  and	  
small	  laydown	  area	  
-‐	  small	  cove	  in	  New	  Harbor	  
used	  by	  lobster	  boats	  for	  
mooring	  
	  

-‐	  3	  dealer/processors	  
located	  on	  Block	  Island	  
-‐	  cold	  storage/refrigerated	  
trucks	  available	  

-‐	  ferry	  to	  
dealer/processor	  and	  or	  
common	  carrier	  truck	  
transportation	  
-‐	  	  fuel	  	  via	  area	  gas	  
stations,	  truck	  delivery,	  
and	  local	  marinas	  
-‐	  ice	  available	  through	  
dealer/processor	  
	  

-‐	  not	  available	   -‐	  not	  available	  

	  
	  

	  

North	  
Kingston	  
(Wickford/	  

Allen	  
Harbor)	  

-‐	  28	  Berths	  solely	  for	  
comm.	  fishing	  on	  Town	  
Wharf	  
-‐security	  by	  full-‐time	  
harbor	  master	  and	  harbor	  
commission	  
-‐	  Gardiner’s	  Wharf	  provides	  
offloading	  

-‐	  Gardiner’s	  Wharf	  Seafood	  
located	  on	  G.W.	  Wharf	  
provides	  offloading	  
-‐	  cold	  storage/refrigerated	  
trucks	  available	  
-‐A	  total	  of	  7	  
dealer/processors	  

-‐dealer/processor	  
and/or	  common	  carrier	  
truck	  transportation	  
-‐	  	  fuel	  	  via	  area	  gas	  
stations,	  truck	  delivery,	  
and	  local	  marinas	  
-‐	  ice	  available	  through	  
dealer/processor	  
	  

-‐	  not	  	  available	   -‐	  Wickford	  
Shipyard	  
provides	  	  
some	  
commercial	  
services	  	  
including	  metal	  
fabrication	  and	  	  
welding	  

Portsmouth	   -‐	  municipal	  boat	  ramp	  used	  
by	  shellfishermen	  to	  launch	  
boats	  and	  exchange	  gear	  
-‐	  8	  piers,	  1	  wharf,	  and	  320	  
berths	  -‐	  combination	  of	  
limited	  commercial	  and	  
recreation	  use	  
-‐	  4.75	  acres	  of	  laydown	  
area	  

-‐	  2	  dealer/processors	  
located	  in	  Portsmouth	  
-‐	  cold	  storage/refrigerated	  
trucks	  available	  

-‐	  dealer/processor	  
and/or	  common	  carrier	  
truck	  transportation	  
-‐	  	  fuel	  	  via	  area	  gas	  
stations,	  truck	  delivery,	  
and	  local	  marinas	  
-‐	  ice	  available	  through	  
dealer/processor	  
	  

-‐	  numerous	  
businesses	  
available	  
including	  Cay	  
Electronics,	  
Custom	  
Navigation	  
Systems,	  and	  
Life	  Raft	  and	  
Survival	  
Equipment,	  Inc.	  

-‐	  lifts,	  cranes,	  
workshops,	  
and	  
forklifts	  
available	  for	  
marine	  
	  repair	  
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TOWN/PORT	   PUBLIC	  
DOCKAGE/LAYDOW

N	  AREAS	  &	  
AVAILABE	  SERVICES	  	  

(WATER,	  ELECTRIC,	  
SECURITY)	  

FISH	  
DEALERS/PROCESSORS	  
and	  SPECIAL	  SERVICES	  

TRANSPORTATION,	  
FUELING,	  and	  ICE	  

SUPPLY	  	  

GEAR/	  
ELECTRONIC	  
SUPPLY	  and	  

OTHER	  
SERVICES	  

VESSEL	  and	  
EQUIPMENT	  
SERVICES	  	  

Providence	   -‐	  full	  and	  part-‐time	  
harbor	  master	  and	  
receives	  monies	  from	  US	  
Dept.	  of	  Homeland	  
Security	  for	  port	  security	  

-‐	  2	  dealer/processors	  located	  
in	  Providence	  
-‐	  cold	  storage/refrigerated	  
trucks	  available	  

-‐	  transportation	  includes	  
rail	  reaching	  major	  US	  
connections,	  interstate	  
highway	  system,	  and	  sea	  
-‐	  	  dealer/processor	  
and/or	  common	  carrier	  
truck	  transportation	  
-‐	  	  fuel	  via	  area	  gas	  
stations,	  truck	  delivery,	  
&	  local	  marinas.	  

-‐	  not	  available	   -‐	  Promet	  Marine	  
Services	  Corp.	  
provides	  
sandblasting	  and	  	  
painting,	  welding,	  
mechanical,	  	  
and	  electrical	  
repair	  services	  to	  	  
98%	  of	  Rhode	  
Island’s	  fishing	  	  
fleet	  

South	  
Kingston	  

-‐	  two	  35	  ft.	  berths	  for	  
commercial	  fishing	  
-‐security	  by	  Waterfront	  
Advisory	  Commission	  

-‐	  12	  dealer/processors	  
located	  in	  South	  Kingston	  

-‐	  	  fuel	  	  via	  truck	  delivery,	  
and	  local	  marinas	  
	  

-‐	  not	  available	   -‐	  not	  available	  

Tiverton	  
	  

-‐	  	  security	  by	  Harbors	  &	  
Coastal	  Waters	  
Management	  
Commission	  
-‐	  there	  is	  some	  laydown	  
acreage	  available	  

-‐	  3	  dealer/processors	  located	  
in	  Tiverton	  	  
-‐	  processing	  is	  available	  on	  
pier	  1	  	  	  -‐	  cold	  
storage/refrigerated	  trucks	  
available	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

-‐	  	  dealer/processor	  
and/or	  common	  carrier	  
truck	  transportation	  
-‐	  	  fuel	  	  via	  area	  gas	  
stations,	  truck	  delivery,	  
and	  local	  marinas	  
-‐	  ice	  available	  through	  
dealer/processor	  
	  

-‐	  not	  available	   -‐	  Quality	  Yachts	  
does	  some	  	  
commercial	  
fishing	  vessel	  
repair	  
	  and	  provides	  
some	  berths	  

	  
	  

	  
Warren	   -‐	  40	  to	  45	  quahog	  boats	  

located	  on	  the	  docks	  and	  
piers	  along	  the	  
waterfront	  including	  
Town	  Dock	  
-‐	  Town	  Wharf	  has	  several	  
larger	  fishing	  vessels	  and	  
2	  large	  trawlers	  
	  

-‐	  Blount	  Seafood	  processes	  
clams	  &	  other	  seafood	  
-‐	  3	  additional	  
dealer/processors	  located	  in	  
Warren	  
-‐	  cold	  storage/refrigerated	  
trucks	  available	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  

-‐	  	  dealer/processor	  
and/or	  common	  carrier	  
truck	  transportation	  
-‐	  	  fuel	  	  via	  truck	  delivery	  
and	  local	  marinas	  
	  

-‐	  not	  available	   -‐	  Blount	  Boats	  
repair,	  
construction,	  
fabrication,	  and	  
machining	  
-‐	  Ginalski	  
Boatyard	  
	  

Warwick	  
70%	  of	  R.I.	  
shellfishermen	  
Located	  here	  
(150-‐200)	  	  

-‐	  city	  owned	  floating	  
dock	  heavily	  used	  by	  
comm.	  fishermen	  
-‐	  pier	  adjacent	  to	  Town	  
Landing	  has	  20	  berths	  
exclusive	  for	  comm.	  
fishing	  
-‐	  6	  moorings	  off	  the	  
Town	  Landing	  
-‐	  boat	  ramp	  used	  heavily	  
for	  launching	  and	  
transferring	  gear	  

-‐	  6	  dealer/processors	  located	  
in	  Warwick	  
-‐	  cold	  storage/refrigerated	  
trucks	  available	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  

-‐	  	  dealer/processor	  	  	  
supplied	  truck	  
transportation	  and/or	  
common	  carrier	  
-‐	  	  fuel	  	  via	  area	  gas	  
stations,	  truck	  delivery,	  
and	  local	  marinas	  
-‐	  Ray’s	  Bait	  is	  a	  bait/fuel	  
dock	  used	  by	  the	  shell	  
fishing	  fleet	  
-‐	  ice	  available	  through	  
dealer/processor	  
	  

-‐	  Ocean	  Marine	   -‐	  not	  available	  
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Directory of Shore-side Support Businesses 
 

Port Business 
East Greenwich Anderson's Boat Yard 
Newport Newport Shipyard 
North Kingston Wickford Shipyard 

Point Judith 
(Narragansett) 

Pt. Judith Electronics, RI Engine 
Repair, Superior Trawl, 
Trawlworks, and Fuel Docks (Galilee 
Fuel) 

Providence Promet Marine Services Corp. 
Tiverton Quality Yachts 
Warren Blount Boats and Ginalski Boatyard 

Data/Information sources used were RIDEM (RI Seafood/Dealer list), RI Ports and Commercial Harbors 2010, Point Judith and Newport fact sheets (RIDEM), personal 
communications (Robert Carpenter, Larry Mouradjian and Terri Bisson (RIDEM). 

 
Regulatory Entities: How they Function Together to Manage Rhode Island’s Important Commercial Species  
 

 
 

Source:  (RIDEM Mark Gibson) State Senator Fisheries Task Force 
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Important RI Commercial Fishing Community Dependency Factors 
Number of State & Federally Permitted Vessels, Number of Fishermen Licensees, Landings (Pounds & Value), 
Predominant Gear and Key Species by Port (2010) 

 
Number of State Permitted Vessels*     Number Vessels Landing in Port** 

Number of Home-Ported Active Federally Permitted Vessels2 
Source:  RI Commercial Fishing Declaration License List (Margaret McGrath), RI Commercial Fishing License List (Dan Costa), Federal Vessel Permit List – VTR & 
Dealer Databases generated by Julie Olson 


