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Please Welcome Our New Farm to School 
Coordinator, Ainsley Robbins! 

 

Ainsley is a Bath native who grew up in the 4-H program. 
She recently completed her Bachelors in Ag Business at 
SUNY Cobleskill, and joins our staff as the Farm to 
School Coordinator. She is working to get more local 
foods into cafeterias throughout Steuben, Schuyler, and 
Chemung Counties, in partnership with GST BOCES. 
 
CCE Steuben received a grant from New York State 
Department of Agriculture and Markets to implement a 
Farm to School Program in 2018. The goal of the 
program is to increase procurement of local specialty 
crops by schools to benefit farmers and students in the Southern Tier. Farm to School enriches 
the connection communities have with fresh, healthy food and local producers by changing food 
purchasing and education practices at schools. Farm to school includes procurement, 
education, and school gardens.  
 
Ainsley will be hosting food safety and other trainings for farmers to prepare to sell to schools 
and other institutions. She’ll also be providing education in the schools, including implementing 
a Harvest of the Month program featuring local products! 
 
If you’re interested in learning more about Farm to School and how you can get involved, 
contact Ainsley at ar935@cornell.edu or 607-664-2574.  
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Winter Ventilation 
By Timothy X. Terry 

Harvest NY 
 
It’s no secret.  Winter is here and, as typical for 
western NY, it will be here for a while yet.  Also 
typical is the closing up of livestock facilities, 
especially calf barns, to minimize the effects of 
winter.  Unfortunately, this action usually proves 
to be counterproductive as it leads to a stale, 
humid environment and greater morbidity 
(incidence) of disease, especially respiratory 
illnesses. 
 
For this reason the individual calf hutch is still 
the “Gold Standard” for calf care (even though it 
may not be considered as such by the 
caregivers themselves).   The primary 
justification for closing up a barn is fear of cold 
air, however, a properly designed ventilation 
system will introduce the minimum volume of air 
to maximize calf health.  Like the calf hutch, a 
barn can be cold and the calves healthy if they 
are adequately bedded and properly fed.  The 
minimum volume of fresh air is 15 cfm per calf 
or 4 air changes per hour (4 X barn interior 
volume), whichever is greater. 
 
Some may argue that air movement at that rate 
will produce drafts, and I would agree, if the 
introduced air is not distributed either through 
wall / ceiling vents or a positive pressure tube 
ventilation (PPTV) system.  By definition, a 
“draft” is air moving at greater than 60’/minute, 
and “still air” is moving at less than 60’/minute.  
A properly operating system will achieve still 
(not stagnant) air at roughly 4’ above the 
bedded floor.  This is often where issues arise.  
Caregivers will complain that they feel a breeze 
on their face, so therefore, the barn must be 
drafty.  However, they forget that they are 
feeling that breeze at 5’ - 6’ above the floor.  Try 
it down at calf level, and while you’re down 
there, check for any foul odors.  If you smell 
something other than fresh air you may have a 
dead zone.  This is quite common in individual 
pens, especially if they have solid sides.  If 
possible, replace one or two sides with a 
livestock panel, particularly if they are 
perpendicular to the flow of air.    
Unfortunately, even a well designed system can 

be thwarted if the entrance of fresh air and/or 
exit of stale air is too small or even nonexistent.  
Too small of a cross sectional inlet area creates 
too much resistance to air flow – like choking an 
engine or kinking a hose.  Too small of an 
exhaust area means stale air can’t leave, and if 
stale air can’t leave fresh air can’t come in.  
Remember, you can breathe through a straw, 
but you can’t breathe through a soda bottle.  I 
have been called out to calf barns with PPTV 
system problems only to find that the doors have 
been shut and the curtains closed tight.  Once 
opened an appropriate amount the problem was 
solved.  What’s an “appropriate amount”?  You 
want air to enter or exit at 400’ – 500’/minute 
(4.5-5.5 mph), so you total the cfm capacities of 
the fan(s) and divide by 400’/minute.  This will 
get you the minimum required square feet of 
cross sectional area.  For example, if your 
calculations say you need 200 sq. ft. and your 
calf barn is 100’ long, drop the curtains 1’ on 
each side ((100 x 1) + (100 x 1) = 200 ft2).  If one 
side is particularly windy, drop it a little on that 
side and more on the other, as long as the total 
equals 200 sq. ft.  Alternatively, you could install 
an exhaust fan(s) equal in capacity to the tube 
fan(s). 
 
I have seen where producers have wanted to 
use barn attic space as a warming plenum 
during cold weather.  This does work providing 
the same cross sectional rules are maintained 
for fresh air into the attic and any ductwork 
supplying air to the fan.  Some contractors may 
want to install mixing dampers or place the fan 
offset from the wall to mix warm interior air with 
the cold outside air – DON’T DO IT!  All you’ll be 
doing is spreading humid, pathogen-laden, 
polluted air faster and farther.  One cough will 
become three which will become eight… You 
get the idea.   
 
Since these systems (minimum ventilation) 
operate 24/7/365 they have a life expectancy of 
only five years, and that’s only if they have been 
regularly serviced.  Belt drive fans will need to 
have the belts replaced and/or tightened, direct 
drive fans lose efficiency, fan blades get dirty, 
protective screens become clogged with feed, 
trash, or snow, and after-market modifications 
such as heaters and filters can further restrict air 
flow.  



 
 

 
So get out there and clean and service those 
fans.  Make sure the inlets and/or tubes are 
unobstructed and moving freely.  If you have an 
older system, have your equipment supplier 
evaluate its performance – it may be time to 
make repairs or do something different. 
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Hot Off the Presses 
As we go to print, Pro-Dairy has just released a 
set of fact sheets on tube ventilation in pre-
weaned calf barns.  They have also published a 
decision tree on evaluating ventilation needs in 
pre-weaned calf barns.  These are available on 
the Pro-Dairy website on the Resources page, 
just scroll down. 
(https://prodairy.cals.cornell.edu/facilities-
engineering/resources/)   

 

See and Be Seen 
By Timothy X. Terry 

Harvest NY 
 
By now the 2018 cropping season has 
concluded except maybe for getting those last 
few loads out of the manure storage to carry you 
safely through until spring.  So the next order of 
business, over the winter, would be to 
systematically bring each piece of equipment 
into the shop or garage and repair or replace as 
necessary to get it ready for next spring.  
Unfortunately, even as thorough as this process 
may be, the lighting and reflective markings 
seldom get more than a lick-and-a-promise.  
 
Fortunately, there is a federal, nationwide 
standard for lighting and marking on agricultural 
equipment that has been accepted by the 

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
(NHTSA) and the U.S. Department of 
Transportation (USDOT).  This standard is 
based on the American Society of Agricultural 
and Biological Engineers (ASABE) Standard 
S279.14.  The Standard is intended for originally 
manufactured (new) agricultural equipment, 
however, it is a good guideline to follow when 
maintaining and/or retrofitting equipment.  What 
follows is a synopsis of that standard (at least 
the most likely relevant points).     
 
Tractors & Self-Propelled Equipment 

 Two head lamps, two red tail lamps and at 
least two flashing amber warning lights must 
be mounted at the same height and spaced 
laterally as wide as possible. Work lamps or 
general service lamps projecting to the rear 
shall not be illuminated during highway 
travel. 

 At least two flashing amber warning lights 
visible from both front and rear must be used 
when the machine is at least 3.7 m (12’) 
wide. The lamps shall be mounted between 
0.4 and 3.7 m (1.3’ and 12’) high and within 
400 mm (16”.) of the lateral extremities of the 
machine, and shall flash in unison. The 
extremity dimension includes such items as 
dual wheels, wide axels, headers, etc. 

 Turn signals must be provided.  

 For machines designed to exceed 40 km/h 
(25 mph), at least two red rear facing stop 
lamps must be mounted that illuminate when 
operator has activated the brake control. If 
the machine is less than 1200 mm (4’) wide, 
only one stop lamp may be used, and should 
be centered as much as possible.  

 Machines that travel at less than 40 km/h (25 
mph) may be equipped with red rear facing 
stop lamps. If equipped, then two red tail 
lamps must be mounted at the same height 
and spaced laterally as wide as possible.  

 Two red retro reflective devices must be 
visible from the rear.  

 Machines wider than 3.7 m (12’) shall have 
conspicuity material (i.e. – reflective tape) 
visible from both the front and rear.  

https://prodairy.cals.cornell.edu/facilities-engineering/resources/
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 There are requirements for rotating beacons, 
if the agricultural equipment is equipped with 
them.  

 One slow moving vehicle (SMV) 
identification emblem must be installed on 
the machine.  

 There are CAN bus terminal receptacle 
requirements, if the agricultural equipment is 
equipped with them. (CAN bus is a vehicle 
wiring standard designed to allow 
microcontrollers and devices to 
communicate with each other in applications 
without a host computer) 
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Non Self-Propelled Equipment. 

 Equipment that obscures the SMV emblem 
of the propelling machine shall be equipped 
with an additional visible SMV emblem.  

 Equipment that extends more than 1.2 m (4’) 
to the left or right of the propelling machine 
shall have at least one strip of yellow retro 
reflective material visible from the front and 
at least one strip of red retro reflective 
material visible from the rear applied to 
indicate the extreme projections of the 
equipment.  

 Equipment more than 3.7 m (12’) wide must 
have at least two strips of yellow retro 
reflective material visible to the front and at 
least two strips of red retro reflective material 
visible to the rear of the machine. Strips 
should be a minimum of 50 mm (2”) wide by 
230 mm (9”) long, within 400 mm (16”) of the 
lateral extremities, and spaced evenly 
across the width but no more than 1.8 m (6’) 
on center.  

 Equipment extending more than 5 m (16’-5”) 
to the rear of the propelling vehicle shall be 
equipped with at least one SMV emblem and 
shall have yellow retro reflective material 
visible from the left and right sides.  

 Equipment that obscures the tail lamps, 
flashing warning lamp, or stop lamp of the 
propelling machine, shall be fitted as 
appropriate with lighting to take the place of 
the lamp(s) obscured.  

 Equipment that obscures the front or rear 
flashing lamps of the propelling machine 
shall have at least two amber flashing lamps 
symmetrically mounted to the machine, 
visible from the front and rear of the 
machine.  

 Turn indicators shall be provided if 
necessary due to obstruction of turn 
indicators on the towing vehicle.  

 Stop lamps shall be provided for machines 
designed to travel at speeds above 40 km/h 
(25 mph) if necessary due to obstruction of 
turn indicators on the towing vehicle.  

 All required lamps on non-self-propelled 
equipment shall be connected to a seven 
terminal plug conforming to SAE J560.  

 
So there you have it – a lot of words, but not 
hard to follow.  Your local auto parts store 
should have all the necessary lamps, reflectors, 
and connectors.   
 
While maintaining lighting and reflectors  may 
seem trivial, consider this:  Equipment is getting 
larger, but rural roads are not.  Work days are 
getting longer (sometimes 24-7) and equipment 
is travelling on the roads from dusk to dawn.  
There are more non-farm people, unfamiliar with 
agricultural equipment, travelling these roads at 
high rates of speed.  A negligence lawsuit can 
devastate a farm business, and a single life is 
priceless.  You do the math… 
 

Managing the Challenging 2018 Corn 
Crop through Feed out 

John Goeser, Ph.D., PAS, and Diplomate 
ACAN Rock River Laboratory 

 
Regardless of growing location, the 2018 corn 
crop faced a myriad of disruptions throughout 
the growing season and harvest. Now that 2018 
is almost completely behind us, corn silage is off 
the fields, and corn grain is mostly off (seems 
that some is in ‘cold storage’ at the moment), 
we’ve taken numerous questions about not only 
the challenges that we experienced during 



 
 

growth, but also the challenges that could be 
lurking in the silos, bunkers, bags, and piles. 
 
To set the stage, at the beginning of 2017, 
Vomitoxin (DON) levels with 2016 harvested 
feeds were generally above dietary limits (on 
average between all regions of the US). Then 
the 2017 crop came in relatively clean, and 
mycotoxin loads dropped. With the new 2018 
crop, we’ve seen these numbers creep back up 
well above average (See Graph 1: Vomitoxin). 
Dr. Damon Smith, known virtually as the Badger 

Crop Doc, has addressed how one might reduce 
vomitoxin levels in corn silage in his recent 
video, ‘Mycotoxins and corn earn rot’ here: 
https://youtu.be/uM8m-Fvo4U4. However, 
vomitoxin is just the tip of the iceberg when it 
comes to the challenges Rock River Laboratory 
has received calls about, and we’d like to 
address the rest of those Frequently Asked 
Questions (FAQs), as well as those asked of Dr. 
Damon Smith, University of Wisconsin-Madison 
Plant Pathology Associate Professor and UW 
Extension Specialist.

 
Graph 1: Vomitoxin 

 
Q: What toxins have been observed most 
prevalently in the 2018 corn crop? 
Record rainfall, delayed harvest, and new fungal 
plant pathogens have contributed to the vast 
number of feed hygiene concerns this year. We 
are recognizing mycotoxins produced by some 
of these fungi, including Vomitoxin & 
Zearalenone trending up from Minnesota to 
Pennsylvania. 
 
Smith has also shared, “I have mostly seen 
vomitoxin issues in my neck of the woods. 
Gibberella ear rot combined with wet weather 
led to high levels of vomitoxin.” He goes on, 
“You can have several mycotoxins of concern 
with a single disease.” 
 
Don't panic though; identify and prioritize 

opportunities for improving the hygiene of the 
feed through management and storage. For 
better or for worse, many growers and farms are 
experiencing similar outcomes. 
 
Q: Are some hybrids better than others when 
it comes to growing and harvesting years 
like this? 
“Hybrids vary for different disease issues. The 
trouble this season was that there were so many 
to deal with - some were good on one disease, 
while not so good on others,” explains Dr. Smith. 
“I would select hybrids rated better on the harder 
to control issues, such as ear rots and stalk rots. 
Fungicides can be used on foliar issues more 
readily and that decision can be made in-
season. So, look for good ear and stalk rot 
ratings and go from there.” 

https://youtu.be/uM8m-Fvo4U4
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As I’ve learned from Dr. Smith, hybrid resistance 
is key. Genetic impact on nutritive quality is also 
substantial, in some cases even up to 50 
percent of phenotype. Crop scouting and 
management are also important to reduce 
disease issues and subsequent mycotoxin 
problems. 
 
Dr. Smith echoes, “Crop scouting is key, as is 
paying attention to weather. If it’s hot and dry, 
diseases are less of an issue. Cooler and wetter 
weather creates the issues like we’ve seen this 
season.” 
 
Growers should develop their own custom 
hybrid plots to monitor yield, disease resistance 
and quality on their own fields. I recommend 
assessing digestible tons per acre (which is a 
good yield measure), with seed costs and 
disease resistance, in a partial budget to make 
decisions. 
 
Going forward, hybrid selection will likely be 
even more of a balancing act. Historically, it’s 
consisted of a yield versus quality discussion. 
Now, though, we need to balance disease 
resistance with yield and with Neutral Detergent 
Fiber Digestibility (NDFD) or quality metrics. 
 
“Lignin is a defense for disease,” says Dr. Smith. 
“Unfortunately, there might be a tradeoff with 
stalk integrity and issues with rots and 
accumulation of mycotoxins by fungi that 
produce them in stalk portion of plant. The 
choice of hybrid will be a huge balancing act.” 
 
Q: What about tar spot’s repercussions? 
Can it overwinter and what can we do to 
prevent it?  
“We don't believe tar spot directly leads to 
mycotoxin issues, but it can reduce feed quality 
by inducing abnormally fast dry down,” explains 
Dr. Smith. 
 
He recommends a QoI+DMI, or SDHI+DMI, or 
QoI+SDHI+DMI fungicide to get decent control 
of tar spot, but warns that timing the application 
of such fungicides to most closely coincide with 
the start of the epidemic, is key. But he also 
suggests planning ahead when choosing 
varieties. “Look for resistant varieties in hybrid 
trials. Most are not very resistant, but some 

partial resistance might be available. Despite 
some resistance, fungicide application may be 
needed, and timing of application will be an 
issue. You will also need something more than 
a straight DMI or QoI fungicide.” 
 
Dr. Smith shares that, “cool 30-day 
temperatures and high 30-day average humidity 
is a good indicator of tar spot onset. If the 
average 30-day temperature is less than 71 
degrees F, combined with a humidity average 
above 75 percent for the month, tar spot is 
likely.” 
 
“The evidence is good that tar spot can 
overwinter, and we will likely see it again,” 
suggests Dr. Smith. “As far as how bad, it’s hard 
to say. It will depend on weather conditions and 
if those conditions coincide with corn at 
susceptible growth stages.” 
 
Dr. Smith’s lab is currently working on a tar spot 
model, and have put together a video, ‘Tar Spot: 
What We Know and What We Don’t Know’: 
https://youtu.be/uLygYjMkXQE. 
 
Q: What are the biggest issues you've seen 
to date with the current corn crop? 
Our main concern at this point is silage that is 
too dry, has high wild yeast counts, and less 
than ideal stability. Low NDFD levels and 
mycotoxin concerns are secondary, but very 
real.  Unfortunately, there is no ‘one size fits all' 
cure to all of these issues. 
 
“The longer the corn sat in the field, the longer it 
had to accumulate potential vomitoxin or other 
mycotoxins from ear rot issues,” observes Dr. 
Smith. “Other ear rots could be present. For 
instance, further south of Wisconsin, Fumonisin 
mycotoxin may be of concern. This is caused by 
Fusarium ear rot, not Gibberella ear rot. 
 
He recommends continuing to test, so you know 
what you have. 
 
The multitude of issues may be additive. Some 
dairies are recognizing lesser feed conversion 
efficiency, meaning less milk per pound of feed. 
In such cases, either the immune system takes 
up energy, or digestion capacity is limited. 
Echoing Dr. Smith, identification through testing 

https://youtu.be/uLygYjMkXQE


 
 

is important to then prioritize next steps. 
 
Q: Can fungicides help for ear and stalk rot? 
What about mycotoxins? 
“In years where pressure isn't overwhelming, 

they can be useful,” shares Dr. Smith. “In 2017 
we saw good reduction of vomitoxin using 
fungicide.” (See Graph 2 of Ear Rot vs. 
Vomitoxin)

 
Graph 2: Ear Rot vs. Vomitoxin 

 
However, Dr. Smith goes on to explain that in 2018, the situation was challenging as the weather was 
conducive for the fungi. Success with fungicide wasn't as good, but there were some reductions on 
some hybrids. (See Table A of DON levels) 
 

Table A: DON levels 
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Q: What should I test for in the 2018 corn 
crop now that it’s harvested?  
From Minnesota to Pennsylvania, I recommend 
staying on top of crop dry matter. Then focus on 
routine forage analysis. Check NDFDs as fiber 
seems to be slower this year. After that, priority 
analysis should include mold and yeast, 
followed by vomitoxin if the grower is suspicious 
of it. 
Growers in the Great Plains, and the southern 
and western states avoided the challenges the 
eastern US endured. Those who experienced 
drought should check ash levels.  "Normal" corn 
silage should be in the three to five range. 
Greater than five to six is "high", and could 
contaminate the feed, creating poor feed 
hygiene. 
 
Q: What can I do to ‘clean up’ corn with high 
loads of vomitoxin?  
I’ve learned from Professor Lon Whitlow, 
roasting won't help, however, cleaning chaff, 
etc. will. 
 
“Mycotoxins are very stable and resist heating, 
freezing, roasting, etc.,” explains Dr. Smith. “In 
grain, cleaning well and drying quickly help stop 
accumulation. In silage, good fermentation is 

pertinent.” Learn more about mycotoxin stability 
in this resource from the Badger Crop Doc: 
https://t.co/sy1070V9vl. 
 
Q: How will this year's silage fermentation be 
affected by the molds, higher dry matter, and 
general crop stress? 
Excessive rains excited wild yeast and microbes 
and delayed harvest, ultimately leading to a 
drier crop that won’t pack as well. I’m expecting 
a slower fermentation, curing, and some feed 
stability issues. My three recommendations for 
dealing with these antinutritional factors 
includes keeping oxygen out, keeping the tires 
on, and ensuring all edges are sealed. Detailed 
management items like this can go a long way. 
 
Q: Feed was warm when we harvested and 
saw challenges, but winter is here and the 
temperatures have dropped. Do we still have 
to worry about the bugs? 
High yeast loads, which cause heating, are 
likely present but not dead. They are dormant in 
refrigeration weather, so growers should be 
prepared for warmer temperatures and what 
they may bring in this sector (See Graph 3: 
Yeast). 

 
Graph 3: Yeast 
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Q: If corn silage looks OK but I send it in for 
analysis, what are some non-visible 
challenges you might recommend to analyze 
for, or I might find via analysis?  
There is so much present in silage that isn’t 
visible to the human eye, including living 
microbes (mold and yeast), mycotoxins (i.e. 
Vomitoxin), alcohols, and biogenic amines 
(fermentation products). All of these and more 
can affect animal health. 
 
While the corn crop has proved to challenge us 
in 2018, it has also brought problems to the 
surface to be addressed, solved, and continue 
growth in our management understanding. 
While our industry will remain diligent in 
researching for better means to manage and 
avoid such challenges in the future, growers can 
also feel better prepared for 2019 having 
endured, and learned from the 2018 crop. 
 
The author can be contacted at 
johngoeser@rockriverlab.com and at the 
website www.rockriverlab.com 
 

 

USDA Market Facilitation Program 
 
USDA launched the trade mitigation package 
aimed at assisting farmers suffering from 
damage due to unjustified trade retaliation by 
foreign nations. Producers of certain 
commodities can now sign up for the Market 
Facilitation Program (MFP). 
 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will 
administer MFP to provide payments to corn 
(fresh and processed), cotton, dairy, hog, 
sorghum, soybean (fresh and processed), 
wheat, shelled almond, and fresh sweet cherry 
producers. An announcement about further 
payments will be made in the coming months, if 
warranted.   
 
The sign-up period for MFP runs through Jan. 
15, 2019, with information and instructions 
provided at www.farmers.gov/mfp. MFP 
provides payments to producers of eligible 
commodities who have been significantly 
impacted by actions of foreign governments 
resulting in the loss of traditional 
exports. Eligible producers should apply after 
harvest is complete, as payments will only be 
issued once production is reported.  
 
A payment will be issued on 50 percent of the 
producer’s total production, multiplied by the 
MFP rate for a specific commodity. A second 
payment period, if warranted, will be determined 
by the USDA.  
 
MFP payments are capped per person or legal 
entity as follows: 

 A combined $125,000 for eligible crop 
commodities 

 A combined $125,000 for dairy 
production and hogs 

 A combined $125,000 for fresh sweet 
cherries and almonds 
 

Applicants must also have an average adjusted 
gross income for tax years 2014, 2015, and 
2016 of less than $900,000. Applicants must 
also comply with the provisions of the Highly 
Erodible Land and Wetland Conservation 
regulations. 

mailto:johngoeser@rockriverlab.com
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Expanded Hog Timeline 
USDA has expanded the timeline for producers 
with whom the Aug. 1, 2018, date does not 
accurately represent the number of head of live 
hogs they own. Producers may now choose any 
date between July 15 to Aug. 15, 2018, that 
correctly reflects their actual operation. 

MFP applications are available online 
at www.farmers.gov/mfp. Applications can be 
completed at the Steuben/Yates County FSA 
office.  The office is located at 415 West Morris 
Street, Bath New York 14810.  Please call 607-
776-7398 ext.2 if you have any questions.
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$1 Million Available for New Farmers in New York 
 

Empire State Development (ESD) and the New York State 
Department of Agriculture and Markets have announced $1 million 
in funding is available to assist early-stage farmers through the 
New York State New Farmers Grant Fund.  
 
The program, now in its fifth year, promotes growth and 
development in the state's agriculture industry. To date, $3.27 million has been awarded to nearly 90 farms 
throughout New York State to expand their operations and improve their profitability.  
 
The $1 million New Farmers Grant Fund will provide grants of up to $50,000 to assist with up to 50 percent of eligible 
project costs. To qualify, all farm business owners must be within the first ten years of having an ownership interest 
in any farm business, and the farm must have a minimum of $10,000 in income from sales of products grown or 
raised on the farm. Eligible project costs include the purchase of machinery, equipment, supplies, and the 
construction or improvement of agricultural structures. 
 

The deadline for submission is January 25, 2019.  

 

 

 

 

 

New farmers are a critical piece of the overall agricultural landscape in the State and the future of the industry. To 
further support the State’s new and beginning farmers, the Department of Agriculture & Markets launched a New and 
Beginning Farmer One Stop Shop in 2017. The web-based resource helps new and beginning farmers connect to 
the resources and services that can help their businesses thrive.  

 

Questions about the grant program? 
 

Contact Bonnie Devine at nyfarmfund@esd.ny.gov.  
 

  

  

The Cornell Small Farms Program 
 
The Cornell Small Farms Program helps farmers get expert assistance to facilitate 
all phases of small farm business development, from initial growth to optimization 
to maturity.  
 
The program is a joint effort of the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences and 
Cornell Cooperative Extension. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 smallfarmsprogram@cornell.edu |  http://www.smallfarms.cornell.edu  
  

Emerging Invasive Forest Pests: Identification, 
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Prevention & Management 
Wednesday, January 16, 2019 9:00 AM until 3:30 PM 

St. Lawrence-Lewis BOCES Education Center, 40 West Main Street, Canton NY, Classroom A 

$10.00 Includes lunch and materials.  

Pre-registration required; please call (315) 379-9192. For information, email ph59@cornell.edu 

 

ISA CEU Credits: Arborist—5; Municipal—5; BCMS Science—2.5; BCMA Practice—2.5   NYLT CEU Credit: 1  

NYSDEC Pesticide Credits: 4.50 in Categories 2, 3a, 9, 10, & 25; 1.00 in Categories 1a & 22. SAF Credits: Pending 

 

Agenda 
8:15-8:45 Registration  

8:45-9:00 Welcome and Introduction 

9:00-9:45 Asian Spotted Lanternfly: Paul Hetzler, CCE-St. Lawrence, will present on this invasive 
planthopper which poses a real threat to hardwoods, notably maples. In 2018, seven SLF adults were 
confirmed in 5 Upstate NY counties. Learn to ID all life stages, egg masses, & host species.  

9:45-10:30 Asian Earthworms: 3 species in 2 genera deplete forest soils, inhibit regeneration, 
increase erosion, & disrupt native plant communities. First 2 NNY finds near Potsdam, NY in 2018. 
Learn signs, symptoms, sample methods, & ways to slow the spread. (Hetzler) 

10:30-10:45 Break 

10:45-11:45 Oak Wilt: Kelsey McLaughlin of NYS Department of Environmental Conservation will 
present on oak wilt’s history, spread, case studies, and potential mitigation & treatment.   

11:45-12:15 Lunch: Provided. 

12:15-1:15 Hemlock Woolly Adelgid: Charlotte Malmborg of the New York State Hemlock Initiative at 
Cornell University’s Department of Natural Resources will present on the history of the HWA, its biology, 
spread, and options for monitoring and control, as well as updates on biocontrol rearing and deployment 
at Cornell’s Whitmore Lab. 

1:30-3:30 HWA Scouting: [We’ll caravan to a site 15 min. away. Please dress for the weather.] 
Participants will scout for HWA in hemlock stands using a variety of sampling methods.  

3:30 Questions, Discussion, NYSDEC Pesticide Certificates, Wrap-up 
 

Presenters:  

Charlotte Malmborg, NYS Hemlock Initiative, Cornell University Department of Natural Resources 

Kelsey McLaughlin, NYS Department of Environmental Conservation Division of Lands and Forest, Bureau of Invasive 
Species and Ecosystem Health 

Paul Hetzler, Horticulture & Natural Resources Educator, Cornell Cooperative Extension-St. Lawrence County 

 

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and 
Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities.  
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2019 CHRISTMAS TREE FARMERS 

Free WINTER WORKSHOPS 
Hosted by: Christmas Tree Farmers Association of New 

York Open to CTFANY members, members of neighboring 

Christmas tree growers organizations, and anyone else 

interested in growing trees. 
 
 
 
 

 

Thursday,  January  17,  2019 SRC 
Arena/DoubleTree by Hilton 
Syracuse, NY 
Co-located with NYS Producers Expo 

 
Thursday, January 24, 2019 
Riverhead Fire District, Riverhead 

 
Wednesday, January 30, 2019 
CCE Washington, Hudson Falls 

Thursday, January 31, 2019 
CCE Dutchess, Millbrook 

 
Thursday, February 7, 2019  
Taylor Memorial Library,  
Hammondsport 

 
Wednesday, February 13, 2019 
BEST Center at GCC, Batavia 

 
Thursday February 21, 2019 
CCE St. Lawrence, Canton 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 PO Box 705  

Salem, N Y1 2 8 6 5   
518  - 854  – 7 3 8 6  
 
 

www.christmastreesny.org 
 

 

 

 

http://www.christmastreesny.org/


 
Spotted Lanternfly: 

Updates and Outlooks 
Tuesday, January 15, 2019, 

9:00 AM - 11:00 AM 
 

Spotted Lanternfly is an invasive pest from Asia 
that primarily feeds on tree of heaven (Ailanthus 
altissima) but can also feed on a wide variety of 
plants such as grapevine, hops, maple, walnut, 
fruit trees and others. This insect could impact 
New York's forests as well as the agricultural 
and tourism industries. Please join us over 
coffee to hear the last news and updates from 
Mark C. Whitmore, Forest Entomologist from 
Cornell University Department of Natural 
Resources.  
 
This session is free and open to the public. Held 
at the Human Services Complex, room 120, 
Montour Falls NY, 14865. Please contact Roger 
Ort 607.535.7161 or email rlo28@cornell.edu 
with questions.  
 
Speaker Bio: Mark Whitmore is a Forest 

Entomologist in the Department of Natural 
Resources at Cornell University. Mark has been 
at Cornell since 1989 and currently works with 
professional land managers, state and federal 
agencies, local government officials, and 
concerned citizens to help them understand the 
issues and strategies for minimizing the impact 
of non-native invasive insects such as the 
Emerald Ash Borer and Hemlock Woolly 
Adelgid. Mark is currently the director of the 
New York State Hemlock Initiative and the 
Hemlock Woolly Adelgid Biocontrol Research 
Lab at Cornell 
 
Register by going to:  
https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/SpottedLanternfly_2
019_244 
 
Learn More at: 
https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/SpottedLanternfly_2
019_244 
 
Questions, Contact: 
Roger Ort Local Foods and Agriculture Educator 
at:  rlo28@cornell.edu or 607-535-7161 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 Agricultural Program Committee 

 
 Joe Castrechino Prattsburgh 
 Linwood Ford Savona 
 Drew Heisey Hornell 
 Allison Levine Savona 
 Gary Mahany Arkport 
 Greg Muller Bath 
 Bob Nichols Addison 
 Legislative Representatives: 
 Hilda Lando Corning 
 Fred Potter Troupsburg 
 Agricultural Program Staff: 
  
 Ariel Kirk, Agriculture Educator 
 Ainsley Robbins, Farm to School Coordinator 
 Hans Walter Peterson, Grapes 
 Brett Chedzoy, Forestry 
 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Steuben County 
Website:  www.putknowledgetowork.org 

 
Yearly Membership-$15.00 

 
“Cornell Cooperative Extension of Steuben County provides equal 

program and employment opportunities” 

Springwater Agricultural Products 
8663 Strutt Street, Springwater NY 

585-315-1094 or 607-759-0405 

 
Crop Production Materials, Foliar Nutrition & Adjuvant Sales 

SeedWay, NK&WL, Seed Sales:  

Corn, Soybeans, Small Grains, Forage & Pasture Grasses 

Sun up until Sun down!  Dave & Penny 

Farm tested with farm-friendly prices. 

 

https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/SpottedLanternfly_2019_244
https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/SpottedLanternfly_2019_244
https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/SpottedLanternfly_2019_244
https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/SpottedLanternfly_2019_244
http://cceschuyler.org/staff/roger-ort
mailto:rlo28@cornell.edu
tel://6075357161/
http://www.putknowledgetowork.org/


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dairy Alternatives 
Registration is $20 per person (includes lunch): Pre-registration is required! 

Please fill out the registration form below and return it along with payment to: 
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Herkimer County, 5657 State Route 5, Herkimer, NY 13350. 

Make checks payable to: Cornell Cooperative Extension Pay with 

credit card online at http://cnydfc.cce.cornell.edu/ Please call 
315-866-7920 if you have any questions. 

Registration must be received in the office by Monday, January 14, 2019 

Registration allows us to communicate any cancellations or changes in 

arrangements. 

Choose location (circle one): Morrisville 1/16 Fonda 1/17 

 
Name  Number attending:  @ $20.00/person  Total: $   

 
Address  City  _ State  Zip    

 
Phone  Email    

 

 
Central New York Dairy, Livestock & Field Crops Team serving Chenango, Fulton, Herkimer, 

Madison, Montgomery, Otsego, Saratoga and Schoharie Counties 

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, 
and Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities 

Please contact the Cornell Cooperative Extension if you have any special needs. 

Dairy Alternatives 
Thinking of Raising Dairy Replacements or Beef Cattle: 

 
When/Where:  Wednesday, January 16,2019 or Thursday, January, January 17, 2019 
  The Copper Turret    Winner’s Circle Restaurant 
  15 West Main Street    3293 State Highway 5 
  Morrisville, NY  13408    Fonda, NY  12068 
        11:30 a.m. -2:30 p.m. 
 
Cost:  $20 per person (includes lunch) 
Deadline:  Monday, January 14,2019 
 

Agenda 
11:00 a.m. Registration 
11:15 a.m. “Raising Dairy Replacements-Best Management Practices”, David Balbian, CNYDLFC 

Area Dairy Management Specialist 
12:00 p.m. Lunch 
1:00 p.m. “Transitioning to Beef Cattle Production”, Ashley McFarland, CNYDLFC Area Livestock 

Specialist 
1:45 p.m. “What do the Economics Look Like?”, Nicole Tommell, CNYDLFC Farm Business 

Management Specialist 

2:30 p.m  Adjourn 

http://cnydfc.cce.cornell.edu/


 



 
 

 

 

Cornell Equine Seminar Series 

SECOND TUESDAY OF EVERY MONTH 
Come learn about equine health and management topics from 

Cornell’s equine experts! 

 

 

 

  
 

Presented by Steve Kraus 
Certified Journeyman Farrier, Head of Farrier Services 

 

Don’t miss the next seminar in the series!!! 
146 Morrison Hall is located on the Cornell Campus at the corner of Judd 

Falls Rd. and Tower Rd. 
Use 48 Judd Falls Rd., Ithaca, NY 14853 as a GPS address Attendees 

can park for free in the lots adjacent to Morrison Hall which are to the east 
and south of the building. 

HOOF CARE FROM THE 
GROUND UP 

 

 

 

 

AN INTRODUCTION TO 
FARRIERY 



Cornell Equine Seminar Series 
 

 

 

 

 

*Seminars presented at 146 Morrison Hall unless noted otherwise 

 

SECOND TUESDAY OF EVERY MONTH 
Come learn about equine health and management topics from Cornell’s equine experts! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

December 11, 2018 Hoof care from the ground up – an 
Steve Kraus – introduction to farriery 
Certified Journeyman Farrier, Head  

of Farrier Services  

January 8, 2019 
Dr. Mariana Diel de Amorim - Cornell 
Reproductive Medicine Specialist 

What to expect when you are 
expecting- caring for your pregnant 
mare and foal 

February 12, 2019 Cornell University Equine Hospital 
Cornell Equine Vets and Staff tour! Stations featuring intensive care 
 unit, dentistry, endoscopy, neonatal 
*Location: ICU, and more!!! 
Cornell University Equine  

Hospital 930 Campus Rd. Ithaca  

NY 14853  

March 12, 2019 It’s that time of year again: 3-way, 4- 
Dr. Sabine Mann – way, which way to go with vaccines 
Cornell Ambulatory and Production for my horse 
Medicine Veterinarian  

April 9, 2019 
Dr. Linda Mittel – 
Cornell Department of Population 
Medicine and Diagnostic Sciences 

Equine parasites – the myths and the 
facts 

May 14, 2019 

Drs. Katherine Houpt and Kate 
Anderson – 
Cornell Animal Behavior Specialists 

Equine Behavior 101: What do our 
horses whisper to us? 

Mark your calendars* 



 
 

"Dairy Cross Bred Calf - An Opportunity for the Dairy and Beef Industries?" 
 

The dairy sector has been struggling for several years with decreased milk prices and in some cases 
loss of a milk market. Jason Karszes, Pro-Dairy, has documented a nearly $2000/hd cost to raise a 
heifer to her first lactation. To increase price for milk, some farms have added Jersey genetics to their 
herds. While this may be beneficial to the milk check, the Jersey bull calf has virtually no sale value. 
According to NYS USDA Market News reports, the Holstein x beef breed calves are bringing a $50-
$100/head premium to purebred Holstein calves. As such, the interest in crossing dairy cows with beef 
bulls is growing. However, strategic beef sire selection is required so that these cross bred calves 
overcome the built in prejudice to “dairy type” and meet the needs of consumers.  
 
On January 18, 2018 in Syracuse, the New York Beef Producer’s Association is presenting a daylong 
session on the cross bred dairy calf. Speakers will include farmers and extension professionals with 
experience in this field. The keynote speaker will be from Wulf Genetics working with Genex to supply 
beef bulls of various breeds to use on Jersey and Holstein cows. To date they have raised and finished 
over 50,000 cross bred calves. Plan to spend the day and learn about how this enterprise may fit in 
your dairy operation to provide another source of cash flow. 

 

 

 

NYBPA Winter Management Meeting 

January 18, 2019 

Double Tree Hotel, East Syracuse, NY 

 

9:45 AM Welcome John Kriese, President, NYBPA 

   

10:00 AM 
The crossbred calf - the good, the bad and the 
ugly 

Mike Baker, Cornell Beef Extension 
Specialist 

10:30 AM 
Using beef bulls on Holstein and Jersey cows - 
our experience Lauren Osborn, Wulf Cattle, Morris, MN 

11:30 AM 
The crossbred calf - feedlot performance and 
carcass quality Lauren Osborn, Wulf Cattle, Morris, MN 

12:15 PM Lunch and Trade Show 

1:30 PM The crossbred 3 days - 300 lb - economics 
Jason Karszes, Farm Business 
Management, Pro-Dairy 

2:15 PM The crossbred 3 days - 300 lb - health 
Rob Lynch DVM, Herd Health and 
Management, Pro-Dairy 

3:00 PM Break 

3:15 PM 
The crossbred 3 days - 300 lb - nutrition, 
housing/facilities 

Nicole Tommell, Cornell Regional Business 
Management Specialist 

4:00 PM 
The crossbred calf - what weight to sell and 
where's the market? Panel Presentation 

5:00 PM Adjourn  

For more information, contact Brenda Bippert, NYBPA Executive Secretary, nybeefproducers@aol.com, 
(716) 902-4305, or http://www.nybpa.org/abwc.htm  

 

 

 

 

http://www.nybpa.org/abwc.htm


CCE-Steuben County Joins the Cornell Vegetable Program 
 
We are happy to announce that CCE-Steuben County is now a participating county in the Cornell Vegetable 
Program, a regional agriculture team of Vegetable Specialists that addresses the issues impacting the 
commercial vegetable industry. 
 
The Vegetable Program is funded through federal funds via Cornell, county cost sharing, grants, and 
enrollment fees. CCE-Steuben still has local Agriculture Educators and will continue to do local 
programming and connect our farmers to larger regional efforts to support the industry. 
 
What is the CCE Cornell Vegetable Program? 
The Cornell Vegetable Program (CVP) is one of the premier Cornell Cooperative Extension regional 
agricultural programs, serving the commercial vegetable, greenhouse, potato and dry bean industries 
in a large multi-county region in the western part of the state. The team's Vegetable Specialists work 
together with Cornell faculty and Extension Educators statewide to address the issues that impact the 
industry.  
 
The CVP is a go-to resource for profitably producing and marketing safe and healthful vegetable crops. With 
a focus on food safety, variety evaluation, market development, cultural practices, and pest management, 
the team conducts: 

 Educational programs, presentations, newsletter articles, and events 

 One-on-one crop production consultations through visits, calls and emails 

 On-farm research and demonstration projects 

 
Watch a video to learn more about the Cornell Vegetable Program at 
https://tinyurl.com/CornellVegetableProgram or visit https://cvp.cce.cornell.edu/ 
 
VegEdge Newsletter 
Many vegetable producers in the region have heard of VegEdge newsletter but may not be aware that it is 
the award-winning newsletter produced by the Cornell Vegetable Program. It provides readers with 
information on upcoming meetings, pesticide updates, pest management strategies, cultural practices, 
marketing ideas and research results from Cornell and Cornell Cooperative Extension. VegEdge is 
produced every few weeks, with frequency increasing leading up to and during the growing season, for a 
total of 25 issues per year! VegEdge is only available to enrollees in the Cornell Vegetable Program. 
 
Highlights from 2018 
The 2018 Year in Review brochure highlights the Cornell Vegetable Program’s research and educational 
projects: 

 Cornell Vegetable Program Prevents Economic Losses Caused by Swede Midge on Organic 

Brassica Farms 

 Educate Before You Regulate: FSMA On-Farm Readiness Review Education 

 Repellency Tactics to Minimize Bird Impacts on Sweet Corn 

 Improving the Sustainability of High Tunnels and Nearby Waterways 

 Partnerships Profit New York Processing Vegetable, Table Beet and Dry Bean Industries 

Read the 2018 Year in Review at https://rvpadmin.cce.cornell.edu/pdf/impact_ny/pdf88_pdf.pdf 
 
Interested? Subscribe Through CCE-Steuben County 
Growers and agri-business professionals must enroll in the Cornell Vegetable Program to benefit from many 
of the team’s educational offerings including VegEdge newsletter, direct mailings, and pest alerts. 
Subscription information and form is enclosed with this publication. 

 

  

https://tinyurl.com/CornellVegetableProgram
https://cvp.cce.cornell.edu/
https://rvpadmin.cce.cornell.edu/pdf/impact_ny/pdf88_pdf.pdf


 
 

 

Finger Lakes Farm Country 
Agritourism Survey 

 

Finger Lakes Farm Country is a regional 
agritourism program that combines agriculture 
and tourism to promote the abundance of 
agricultural resources in the southern Finger 
Lakes. Through a collaborative approach to 
marketing and promotion, the program 
creates a memorable brand for agritourism 
attractions and businesses in the area, while 
showcasing educational and recreational 
activities for visitors to the region. In an effort 
to sustain local farms and create an 
environment for entrepreneurism, Finger 
Lakes Farm Country will promote the region's 
abundant agritourism resources through a 
variety of marketing strategies. The Finger 
Lakes Farm Country region includes the 
counties of Chemung, Schuyler, Steuben, 
Tioga, and Yates. 
 
Why is this survey important? 
The survey will identify potential venues and 
businesses in the region to be promoted by 
Finger Lakes Farm Country, and it will assist 
in tracking the effectiveness of the program. 
 
Please go to the following link to complete the 
survey: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QWL29LF 
 

Mental Health First Aid Course in 
Wyoming County 

 

NY FarmNet is partnering with the Cornell 
Cooperative Extension Northwest NY Dairy, 
Livestock & Field Crops Team to bring Mental 
Health First Aid to the area on January 17 
from 8:30 am to 5 pm in the Wyoming County 
Agriculture & Business Center in room LC1. 
Cost is $25. Register online by contacting Lisa 
Aures at Cornell Cooperative Extension, 
lma96@cornell.edu or 585-786-2251 ext. 123.  
 
This is a chance for field representatives, farm 
neighbors, and agency people to learn how to 

start a conversation with someone who seems 
to really be reaching out or needing some help 
with their emotions or mental health.  
 
Mental Health First Aid is a public education 
program that introduces participants to risk 
factors and warning signs of mental illnesses, 
builds understanding of their impact, and 
overviews common supports.  
 
This 8-hour course uses role-playing and 
simulations to demonstrate how to offer initial 
help in a mental health crisis and connect 
persons to the appropriate professional, peer, 
social, and self-help care. The program also 
teaches the common risk factors and warning 
signs of specific types of illnesses, like 
anxiety, depression, substance use, bipolar 
disorder, eating disorders, and schizophrenia. 
 
 Learn more about Mental Health First Aid 
here: www.mentalhealthfirstaid.org 
 
Additional dates for regional Mental Health 
First Aid Trainings include: 
 

 February 1 at Madison County Cornell 
Cooperative Extension 
 

 February 4 at Albany County Cornell 
Cooperative Extension 
 

 February 28 at SUNY Potsdam in 
partnership with St. Lawrence County 
Cornell Cooperative Extension 
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DAIRY MARKET WATCH 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Milk Component Prices Milk Class Prices Statistical Uniform Price & PPD 

Month Butterfat Protein 
I 

(Boston) 
II III IV Jamestown, NY Albany, NY 

Albany 
$/gal. to 
farmer 

Nov 17 $2.55 $2.34 $19.66 $15.32 $16.88 $13.99 $15.99 ($0.89) $16.59 ($0.29) $1.38 

Dec 17 $2.50 $2.03 $20.13 $14.49 $15.54 $13.51 $15.56 $0.12 $16.16 $0.72 $1.39 

Jan 18 $2.45 $1.66 $18.69 $14.11 $14.00 $13.13 $14.55 $0.55 $15.15 $1.15 $1.31 

Feb 18 $2.34 $1.62 $17.50 $13.44 $13.40 $12.87 $13.73 $0.33 $14.33 $0.93 $1.24 

Mar 18 $2.42 $1.80 $16.61 $13.88 $14.22 $13.04 $13.91 ($0.31) $14.51 $0.29 $1.25 

Apr 18 $2.51 $1.78 $17.35 $14.03 $14.47 $13.48 $14.31 ($0.16) $14.91 $0.44 $1.29 

May 18 $2.62 $1.86 $17.69 $14.47 $15.18 $14.57 $14.99 ($0.19) $15.69 $0.41 $1.35 

June 18 $2.66 $1.74 $18.50 $15.48 $15.21 $14.91 $15.55 $ 0.34 $16.15 $0.94 $1.39 

July 18 $2.52 $1.48 $18.61 $15.20 $14.10 $14.14 $14.99 $0.89 $15.59 $1.49 $1.34 

Aug 18 $2.60 $1.62 $17.40 $15.07 $14.95 $14.63 $15.06 $0.11 $15.66 $0.71 $1.35 

Sep 18 $2.54 $2.00 $18.10 $15.13 $16.09 $14.81 $15.56 ($0.53) $16.16 $0.07 $1.39 

Oct 18 $2.56 $1.72 $19.58 $15.54 $15.53 $15.01 $16.04 $0.51 $16.64 $1.11 $1.43 

Nov 18 $2.53 $1.34 $18.77 $15.63 $14.44 $15.06 $15.47 $1.03 $1607 $1.63 $1.39 

November Utilization (Northeast):  Class I = 36%;   Class II = 22%;   Class III = 28%;   Class IV = 14%. 
Class I = fluid milk; Class II = soft products, cream, and yogurt; Class III = cheese (American, Italian), evaporated and condensed products; Class IV = butter and milk 

powder. 

Cheese: Milk availability, for Class III producers, 
approaching the end of 2018 is higher, but not to the 
expectations of some cheese plant managers. Spot milk 
prices slightly decreased. They were reported from $3 
under to $2 over Class. Nationally, cheese production has 
increased as a number of producers report running during 
the holidays. Cheese inventories are mixed. Some 
producers report running, at least partial shifts, on the 
upcoming holidays. Cheese inventories are generally long, 
but some producers reported scaling back production in 
the fall, before expected seasonal lulls in demand. 
Mozzarella and other pizza cheese producers continue to 
report steady to strong sales, but producers of other 
styles are slower as holiday ordering has culminated. 
 

Dry Products:. Nonfat dry milk markets across the regions 
yield a bullish undertone. Good export sales drive current 
prices and firmness is anticipated into the New Year. A 
yearend spurt in cream availability will likely advance dry 
buttermilk production into next week. Dry whole milk 
prices are unchanged in a balanced market. 
 
 

 

Friday CME Cash Prices 
Dates 11/23 11/30 12/7 12/14 12/21 
Butter $2.28 $2.24 $2.21 $2.19 $2.21 
Cheese 

(40# 
Blocks) 

$1.35 $1.36 $1.35 $1.31 $1.30 

 

Fluid Milk: This week, balancing operations and 
processors across the country are prepared for heavier 
milk volumes to move into production, as schools close 
and bottling demand relaxes around the forthcoming 
yearend holiday. Meanwhile, the Western U.S. milk 
output is climbing in most of the region, which includes 
California, Arizona, Pacific Northwest, New Mexico, and 
mountain states. Distressed milk is prevalent in some 
northern areas of the region. Spot milk prices declined 
this week with prices reported from $3 under to $2 over. 
 

Butter:. With more cream supplies available for 
churning, butter output is active throughout the 
country. However, production is expected to be mixed 
during the next holiday week, since some plants will be 
closed, while others will be operating at full capacity. 
Butter manufacturing is transitioning from print to bulk. 
Print butter processing is slowing as holiday retail orders 
decrease. In general, butter inventories are steady to 
building into cold storage. While some butter plant 
managers across the nation are planning to close 
facilities for the remainder of the current holiday week, 
others anticipate being busy producing butter. In the 
East, cream supplies are becoming more accessible for 
churning.  
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Weekly Average CME Cash Price - 2014 to Present 

Cheese 40#
Butter AA

Excerpt from “Dairy Situation and Outlook, December 19, 2018” 
by Bob Cropp, Professor Emeritus, University of Wisconsin Cooperative Extension 

 

Milk prices were a record high in 2014 with Class III averaging $22.34 and Class IV averaging $22.09. For the past 

four years milk prices have averaged well below this record. This year, despite a lower growth in milk production, 

up just 0.7% in October and 0.6% in November, the Class III price has fallen each month since the peak of $16.09 

in September. December Class III is estimated to be around $13.85 making the average for the year around $14.60, 

the lowest average of the past four years. This will make the average over the past four years of only about $15.35. 

Class IV started the year well below $14.00 but improved since ending the year near $15 and averaging about $14.20 

for the year, the second lowest average for the past four years with 2016 being the lowest at $13.17. Over the past 

four years Class IV will average about $14.25. This decline in milk prices towards the end of the year was not 

expected. Strong holiday sales of butter and cheese normally push prices higher. Sales this year appear to be up but 

only modestly. Fluid (beverage) milk sales continued to decline being 2.2% lower January through October of this 

year. December CME butter and cheese prices will average lower than November.  
 

U.S. dairy exports which have been running above year ago levels all year were virtually flat in October, undermined 

by a continued loss of sales to China since implementation of retaliatory tariffs. Milk prices for 2019 hinge heavily 

upon the level of milk production and dairy exports.  

 

Forecasted milk production, domestic sales and dairy exports point to improved milk prices in 2019, but how much 

improvement? The current slowdown in milk production is encouraging. Milk cows have been declining since June 

with November numbers down 38,000 head from last year. Cow numbers are likely to continue to decline into 2019. 

The increase in milk per cow has slowed to 1.0%. It looks like growth in the economy may slow some in 2019, but 

still be conducive to increased butter and cheese sale. But, dairy exports is a major factor that will determine how 

much milk prices will improve. An anticipated slower growth in world milk production is positive for exports. But, 

unless the trade dispute with China and Mexico ends dairy exports will likely fall below 2018 and dampen the 

improvement in milk prices. Some are forecasting a Class III below $15 first quarter of the year, in the low $15’s 

second quarter, the mid-$15’s second quarter and low $16’s fourth quarter for average of no more than $1 higher 

than the forecasted $14.60 average for 2018. But, it is not without the possibility that prices could better than this 

with Class reaching the high $16’s or low $17’s by fourth quarter. Let’s hope so because dairy producers need more 

than just a $1 improvement. 

 



Cornell Cooperative Extension 
   of Steuben County 
3 East Pulteney Square 
Bath, NY  14810 

 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
***************************************************************************************************************************** 
COMING EVENTS 
 
Succession Planning for Farm Businesses – Workshop Series- Dryden Fire Hall, 26 North St., Dryden, 
NY (Even though Steuben County is outside the region, local farmers are welcome to attend).   
 
Link for information and registration form: 
https://scnydfc.cce.cornell.edu/event_preregistration.php?event=818 
 
Workshop Information:  Session 1 - Family Business Communication-Wednesday, February 13: Session 2 - 
Business Across Generations-Wednesday, February 27: Session 3 - Developing the Transfer Plan-Wednesday, 
March 13.  All workshops run 10:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 
 
Registration fee is $60 per person, which includes all three sessions, materials and lunch. 
Pre-Registration Deadline: February 8, 2019 
 
***************************************************************************************************************************** 
FOR LEASE/RENT  
  
Seeking conservation minded individual with interests in permaculture to rent 3-4 acre, gentle grade, southern 
exposure field for agricultural production in Steuben County, NY. Acceptable practices include organic vegetable 
production, small scale poultry, and organic greenhouse or high tunnel production. Other considerations will be 
determined by owner. Improved, uncultivated ground will require proper preparation for success. Currently no 
housing available on the property, but can be discussed with owner in the future. Contact CCE Steuben at 607-
664-2574 for further information.   
  
Attention Christmas Tree Farmers I have 40-60 acres to lease at a reasonable rate. The property is located in 
Steuben County between Bath and Hornell. Contact Merwyn Crane at 1-315-591-8104.   
  
Attention Cattle Farmers:  I have pasture/farmland for rent, 40-50 acres, reasonable rate. Located in Steuben 
County on State Rt. 63.  Contact Marian Crawford at 585-728-5303. 

Friday CME Cash Prices 
Dates 5/4 5/11 5/18 5/25 6/22 
Butter $2.35 $2.33 $2.38 $2.41 $2.29 

Cheese 
(40# Blocks) 

$1.66 $1.63 $1.58 $1.61 $1.49 

 

https://scnydfc.cce.cornell.edu/event_preregistration.php?event=818

