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November 2018

Dear Friend of Extension, 
Since 1918, Cornell Cooperative Extension of Schenectady County 
(CCE,SC) has responded to the needs of local residents with 
unbiased, research-based information, tools and education that 
people have come to depend on and trust. As we celebrated our 
100th year in Schenectady County, we took the time to reflect upon 
our legacy in the community, and the fact that the local needs that brought Extension to Schenectady 
County in 1918 are still relevant today.  CCE,SC educators deliver programming in the areas of 
Agriculture, Horticulture and the Environment, Youth Development, and Wellness and Health.  
Various marketing and programming events throughout 2018 culminated in a Centennial Celebration 
dinner held in October. CCE, SC was proud to recognize community collaborators and partners that have 
assisted us in delivering high quality educational programs for many years. 

Specifically, we honored the partnership with Schenectady ARC that has led to the creation of 
close to fifteen innovative and highly successful initiatives designed to mitigate chronic disease, 
provide nutrition education and facilitate career readiness for individuals with intellectual and other 
developmental disabilities.  The First Reformed Church of Schenectady was recognized for their 
generous support of Roots and Wisdom including funding for program growth, interns and produce 
donated to limited resource families in Schenectady.  Finally, we were able to honor Ellen Elliott, 
a former CCE,SC Executive Director who dedicated 27 years of her career to Schenectady County.  
Throughout her tenure, she brought numerous youth development and nutrition education programs 
into Schenectady and was instrumental in forming the partnerships that would enable CCE, SC 
to operative the Schenectady County Horticulture Education Center, which is known now by many 
simply as the greenhouse in Central Park. 

The Association Board of Directors and staff would like to thank the many volunteers who give back 
countless hours of service every year and will keep us relevant for the next 100 years. We invite you 
to take a few moments to read through the Annual Report and learn more about the educational 
programs offered through Cornell Cooperative Extension, Schenectady County. 

 Sincerely, 

 Emily Light      Sarah Pechar
 Board President     Association Executive Director
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Educating Youth
22 children between the ages of 
3-5 participated in Little Diggers, 
a gardening program that brings 
together a diverse group of 
preschoolers for hands-on learning 
in an urban garden.  The program 
aims to instill healthier lifestyle 
choices through garden and 
nutrition-based learning; raising 
awareness about connections 
between healthy eating and 
physical activity and building an 
understanding of where our food 
comes from.

Home visiting programs change 
the lives of children and their 
families.  Healthy Schenectady 
Families, a program administered 
by Schenectady County, has 
been changing the lives of 
Schenectady County families 
since 1998.  CCE,SC has been 
a Healthy Schenectady Families 
partner since 2013.  In the last five 
years, 471 families have received 
education on parenting and child 
development and to and have been 
connected to medical providers 
and community resources through 
13,185 home visits, impacting the 
lives of over 700 children.  
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Master Gardeners worked with local 
schools and taught 300 students the 
benefits of pollinators and growing a 
vegetable garden.

SNAP-ed completed over 175 youth 
classes, working with over 35 
classrooms and teaching nutrition 
education to over 875 youth 
throughout the Schenectady City 
School District.

Recycling Education reached 865 
youth through direct educational 
programming at schools and 
community groups and 75 youth 
participated in hands-on composting 
and recycling and composting games 
at the first annual compost fair.
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Roots and Wisdom reached 21 youth 
through the summer agriculture job-
training program.  90% of participants 
gained skills in sustainable agriculture, 
customer service, entrepreneurship, 
life skills and nutrition.  Together they 
produced over 1500 pounds of produce 
for sale at the youth run farm-stand, for 
donation at local food pantries and for 
Harvest Share members.

“ I was just joining Roots and Wisdom 
just for the money, because at this 
point in my life, it is a strong necessity.  
But working here made me realize 
that money is not the most important 
thing in our lives. There are more 
important things such as nature and 
taking care of the world we live in. 
 
In this program, I’ve learned that 
things we do in our everyday lives 
strongly effect our environment.   
One thing I learned in this program 
is that composting and recycling help 
a lot and also help prevent world 
problems such as global warming…
I’ve also learned that I like interacting 
with people…and that I like customer 
service…This is a great program for 
opportunity!” 

  —  Dasiah, summer growing  

program participant

127 youth participated in 4-H club programming this year. 
These youth were able to explore interests, gain new skills and 
make friends in a supportive volunteer-led environment. Over 
237 elementary school students learned about ecology and 
entomology through 4-H environmental field days and 140 
elementary school students participated in Ag Literacy week 
where volunteer readers read “Before We Eat” and discussed 
the many facets of agriculture. 50 Schenectady High School 
Students learned about embryology at the Proctors STEM Fair by 
learning about the parts of the egg and how chickens develop 
embryonically. Overall over 554 youth were impacted by 4-H 
programming this year!
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Educating Adults
Through funding from United Way, 
nutrition education is bring provided 
to individuals with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities and the 
staff who support them in group 
homes and day habilitation programs 
run by Schenectady ARC.  This year 
over 50 individuals and 35 staff have 
participated.  

Additionally Master Gardeners have 
been involved with helping group homes 
grow container gardens of microgreens 
and herbs for residents’ meals. 

Master Gardeners visited four senior 
meal sites throughout the county and 
taught participants the benefits of 
growing and cooking with herbs, home 
vegetable gardening, microgreens and 
container gardening in an effort to 
keep seniors healthy and active.
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Memorial Garden          Raised Beds  Harvest Share                Greenhouse Seeding

HVCC  Garden Show          HATS!    Butterflies

Angie          Riverside Maple Farm          

Hassleer          

HVCC  
Garden 
Show          

Coblesskill Greenhouse Tour         

Plant Sales        

Children’s Garden Labyrinth        

Vale Urban Garden        

In their 40th year of educating 
Schenectady County residents, the 
Master Gardener volunteers delivered 
educational programs to over 3,500 
people, responded to 3,800 email 
and phone inquiries ranging from 
household pest management to 
complex horticultural issues in lawn 
and landscape settings and tested over 
550 soil samples. 

Through SNAP-ed organized healthy 
food drives at Schenectady-based 
businesses and organizations, more 
than 400 pounds of healthy foods 
were donated to local food pantries.  
Additionally, three food pantries in 
Schenectady County are increasing 
fruit and vegetable consumption and 
modifying food procurement practices 
to provide those relying on pantries 
healthier options. 
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Recycling education reached 1600 
adults throughout Schenectady County 
and responded to an average of 120 
phone inquiries each month – answering 
questions about electronics recycling, 
safe disposal of hazardous waste and 
other special recycling programs.
27 volunteers enrolled in the Master 
Composter – Master Recycler (MCR) 
Program.  MCR volunteers share 
their passion and knowledge about 
recycling and composting within the 
community, and help with program 
delivery at workshops and special events.  
Cumulatively, MCR volunteers have 
donated 240 hours of their time to help 
with recycling outreach and educational 
activities this year! 

The inaugural Compost Fair and 
Education Day was held at the 
Sustainable Living Center in July.  Over 
200 adults and 75 youth came to the 
environmental festival and took part in 
hands-on composting demonstrations, 
workshops, and recycling and composting 
games.  45 attendees went home with 
new compost bins and knowledge to 
start composting.

Join the 600+ followers of
@SchenectadyCountyRecycles 
on social media!



2018 CCESC                                           Centennial Dinner

8



2018 CCESC          

2017 Program Revenue

Program Services  80%     
Management & General  20%    
Fund Raising  0%      
 
Total  100%

2017 Functional Expenses

32%31%

34%

4%

80%

20%

Total County Support  $982,341  34%     
Total State Support  $901,556  31%     
Total Federal Support  $937,592  32%     
Total Other Support  $103,439  4%     
 
Total  $2,924,929  100%



Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, 
and Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities

Putting Knowledge to Work for 100 Years




