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orange to yellow,  depending 

on the variety and the 

amount of sun it has. If you 

have the space give one a 

try. The birds and pollinators 

will thank you.  
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A melanchier, called 

Serviceberry, Juneberry, or 

Shadbush, is an excellent native 

tree or shrub to consider adding 

to your landscape. It’s easy to 

grow, can handle a variety of 

conditions and is good for                  

supporting nature. What’s not 

to like?!  

Serviceberry is native to many 

areas of the US. It has an amaz-

ingly wide natural range from 

Maine and New Brunswick; west 

to Minnesota and Colorado; and 

south to Georgia and northern 

Florida. The more common               

natives to our area are:                   

Amelanchier arborea , a tree 

form growing to about 25 feet 

high; A.laevis, referred to as 

smooth serviceberry with  

sweeter juicier fruit; and A. 

canadensis with a naturally 

shrubby habit. There are about 

20 less common native varieties 

as well as quite a few cultivars 

that have been developed for 

size, leaf color and size of                     

flowers.  

Most varieties prefer moist soil 

but are adaptable to a wide           

variety of soil conditions. There 

are serviceberries that do well in 

full sun, part sun, and shade. Be 

sure to match the conditions in 

your landscape with the needs of 

the particular species.  

The small five petal white flowers 

look like little bunches of stars 

coming right out of the stems. 

They bloom in early spring 

and are an important nectar 

source for emerging insects. 

The blueberry sized fruits are   

described as one of the 

sweetest, most delicious   

berries in nature. I have tried 

them and they are really       

yummy. Unfortunately, they 

are very delicate and bruise 

easily, so are not available 

commercially. Serviceberries 

ripen in mid-summer and vary 

in color from red to dark           

purple depending  on the va-

riety. Cedar waxwings are 

particularly fond of the               

berries. They were an                   

important food source for 

Native Americans.  

Doug Tallamy in Bringing Nature 

Home lists Serviceberry as an             

important shrub and under-story 

tree with good wildlife value and 

desirable landscape value. The 

Xerces Society Guide to Attracting 

Pollinators lists Amelanchier as 

one of the plants to include in a 

pollinator garden.  

The landscape value includes its 

size, site flexibility, beautiful spring 

flowers, attractive summer berries 

and fall color ranging from red- 
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