
I know a lot of us got new gizmos and gadgets for Christmas. My personal favorite was an Alexa and 

an echo dot for every room in my house. What kind of technology would a farmer want or be using? 

Technology is a big part of successful farming. A pail and bucket are how dairy farmer milked cows less 

than 100 years ago. Now machines are involved in the process and human hands never touch the milk. 

On some farms, the cows are self-service! Robotic milking systems are the newest technology being 

introduced in regards to milking systems. Cows are given free access to these systems, 24 hours a day 

and choose when to be milked. Monitoring systems are used to make sure cows don’t come too often, 

an alarm go off on the farmer’s cell phone if a cow hasn’t come to the robot within a set amount of 

time, or when the robot needs some maintenance. Like all new technology, robots are expensive, but 

are becoming more and more popular.  

Another piece of technology we use is similar to what was in my Christmas stocking, a new Fitbit. 

Activity monitors can be used on cows to monitor health, reproductive cycles and digestion. The activity 

monitors may be on a neck collar (like a necklace), on the ankle or in the ear (think big earrings). The 

activity monitors can tract steps, how many times she gets up and lays down, how many times she eats, 

and how much time she spends digesting her food. Some are even able to monitor temperature. The 

information is transmitted to a computer for the farmers to monitor. Similar to robots, the farmer can 

program the system to send him a text message if a cow’s activity changes and she might be sick or in 

heat. Using this type of technology allows farms to identify potentially sick animals 1 to 3 days before 

she starts showing clinical signs. 

There are many other types of technology available for farmers, including but not limited to GPS for 

tractors, wireless cameras, automatic calf feeder and thermostat controlled ventilation systems for 

barns, but a robotic milking system and activity monitors are on my wish list today! 
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