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CCEDC MASTER GARDENER CLASS OF 2018 
By Joyce Tomaselli, Community Horticulture Educator 

CCEDC’s Community Horticulture programs deliver education through lectures and classes, 
showcase gardening best practices with the demonstration gardens at our offices in Millbrook, 
and provide identification and diagnostic services for county residents. All this would not be 
possible without our CCEDC Master Gardener volunteers.  

The designation of “Master Gardener” is 
national. Formal training is required to 
become an MG. In order to remain an 
active MG volunteer, individuals must 
meet yearly requirements of hours of 
community service, continuing 
education and meeting attendance.  

CCE Dutchess County was the first 
county in New York State to institute the 
Master Gardener program. A few MGs 
from classes in the 1990’s are still very 
active volunteers. We’re proud to have 
just over 100 MGVs volunteering in the 
county.   

MG Training occurs every 2 years with the most recent class completed in December. Training 
is rigorous, with formal lectures, quizzes, a public presentation 
assignment and a final exam. But it’s fun too!  

Wednesday’s Graduation Day for the MG Class of 2018 was 
celebrated with a delicious cake. CCEDC active MG volunteers 
happily welcomed the new graduates and started talking about 
volunteer opportunities (especially this year’s Plant Sale, May 17 
& 18 … Save the Date!).  
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AMARYLLIS  
Joyce Tomaselli, Community Horticulture Resource Educator  

 
You see them all over in stores and in catalogs this time of year. Beautiful, bright, cheerful 
Amaryllis bulbs. Just pop them into a pot. Add a little water and a good amount of light then wait 
for them to bloom.  
 

 
 

Actually there is more to Amaryllis culture worth knowing.   
 
Recall that in horticultural nomenclature, a botanical name (Genus species) is written in italics 
while a common name is not. Then read on to learn about Amaryllis, Amaryllis and Lycoris.  
 
The popular Amaryllis bulbs for sale are not the genus Amaryllis. They are Hippeastrum with a 
common name of Amaryllis. The flowers are similar in appearance to Amaryllis belladonna 
commonly called “naked lady” and Lycoris squamigera commonly called “resurrection lily”. They 
are all in the botanical family Amaryllidaceae. They are all bulbs (defined to be a short, flattened 
stem bearing fleshy, food-storage leaves) but have different countries of origin, hardiness, 
growing habits, and cultural needs. Locally the first is grown as an annual, the next as a tender 
perennial and the last as a hardy perennial. Knowing more about their native habitat helps us 
grow them more successfully.   
 
Hippeastrum, aka Amaryllis, is native to warm tropical regions mainly in Central and South 
America and hardy in zones 8-10. Hippeastrum species are generally evergreen or winter-
dormant. Some bloom with the leaves present, others before the leaves emerge. Bulbs send up 
thick hollow flower stalks in spring. Large bulbs often produce several flower stalks, each with 
two to six large flowers in shades of red, pink, white, salmon, apricot and rose.  

https://www.pacificbulbsociety.org/pbswiki/index.php/Hippeastrum
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The flowers are formed of six tepals (three 
outer sepals and three 3 inner petals) which 
are usually wide, flat and symmetrical. Some 
recent hybrids are “doubles” with ruffled 
edges and many are bi-color. Leaves are 
large and dark green, grow up to two feet in 
length and die back in the fall. The plants can 
multiply by forming offshoot bulbs which 
mature and bloom in a few years.   
 
Bulbs available for purchase have already gone through a dormancy period and are ready to 
grow. Plant them as they would grow in nature with about 1/3 of the bulb above the soil, in a pot 
only slightly larger than the bulb. Be sure to provide bright light (think of the tropics) and 
moderate temperature but don’t overwater them. Some consider the bulb an annual, and 
discard it when the blooms fade, but most grow it throughout the summer then add a dormancy 
cycle as it would experience in nature.   
 
In spring move the plant outdoors in a partially sunny location (again, think of the tropics) so the 
leaves can produce good energy to the bulb. Bring the pot indoors before a hard frost into a cool 
(40-50 degrees F.) dry location such as a basement. Withhold water and wait for the leaves to 
yellow and wither away and let the bulb rest for about 6-8 weeks. For more details go to CCE 
Nassau’s Fact Sheet or the University of Maryland’s.   
 
Hippeastrum have been collected and hybridized since the 
late 18th century. The Pacific Bulb Society has pages 
devoted to the species discovered and named today. There 
are over thirty species and hundreds of hybrids.  
 
I recently acquired several Hippeastrum papilio bulbs also 
known as “Butterfly Amaryllis” because of its striped tepals. 
This species native to southern Brazil was discovered in 
1967. It was thought to have become extinct in its natural 
habitat but was rediscovered in the 1990s. It is an evergreen 
variety which does not need a dormancy period so we grow 
it with our orchids – outdoors all summer than indoors during 
the winter.  

Two other bulbs with similar flowers are Amaryllis belladona and 
Lycoris squamigera. Like the Hippeastrum they send up spikes 
of flowers usually before leaves emerge. Their common names 
include "surprise lilies", "naked ladies", "magic lilies" and 
"resurrection lilies".  
 
Amaryllis belladona produce leaves in the autumn or early spring 
which die down by late spring. The bulbs bloom in spring on 
solid stems of 12-24” with clusters of funnel-shaped flowers. 
Each flower has six tepals (three sepals and three petals) are 
arranged quite symmetrically on the stem. They are shades of 
pink and white. 
 

Amaryllis belladona at San Francisco Botanical Gardens by Stan Shebs. 

http://ccenassau.org/resources/amaryllis
http://ccenassau.org/resources/amaryllis
https://extension.umd.edu/hgic/topics/amaryllis-care
https://www.pacificbulbsociety.org/pbswiki/index.php/HippeastrumSpeciesOne
https://www.pacificbulbsociety.org/pbswiki/index.php/HippeastrumHybrids
https://www.pacificbulbsociety.org/pbswiki/index.php/Hippeastrum_papilio
https://www.pacificbulbsociety.org/pbswiki/index.php/Amaryllis#belladonna
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Amaryllis belladona is native to South Africa where mild, wet winters are followed by long, dry, 
hot summers. Once established they spread by seed, naturalize and can be very long-lived.    
The bulbs are hardy to Zone 7 which occurs in lower Westchester and Long Island but not 
Dutchess County. Also our summers often are too wet. You could try to grow this as a tender 
perennial but would need to protect it from low temperatures and also provide excellent 
drainage to mimic its natural dry summer conditions. Amaryllis belladonna are grown 
successfully in areas of the US which are more “Mediterranean” such as Northern California. 
Read more about its native habitat in South Africa.  
   
Lycoris species are native to China where cold winters are followed by moderate summers with 
plenty of summer rain and are hardy in zones 5-9.  They can be successfully grown in our area 
as a perennial. Leaves emerge in spring then die back midsummer. Bulbs bloom in the fall on 
bare stalks with no leaves. The flowers also have six tepals but they are less symmetrically 
arranged, with a noticeable gap between the bottom two petals.  
 

There are several Lycoris species, with L. squamigera suggested as the 
hardiest. Its flowers are pink with a yellow throat and a hint of blue on the 
tips of the petals. Other Lycoris species include L. caldwellii which is 
yellow, L. sanguinea which is orange and L.  sprengeri which is pink 
with blue. Bulbs are available for purchase from several online sources. 
Read more about Lycoris squamigera at the Santa Fe Botanical Garden.   
 
No matter what the common name or botanical name, culture and 
hardiness, all these bulbs are sure to brighten our lives throughout the 
year.  
 

Photos courtesy of the author unless otherwise noted.  

 

 
DANDELIONS IN DECEMBER 

by Joyce Tomaselli, CCEDC Community Horticulture Educator 

 
Taraxacum officinale, the dandelion, earned its name in the 15th century from ‘dent de lion’ 
French for “lion’s tooth” due to the plant’s deeply toothed leaves. It’s of the Asteraceae family, 
native to Europe and Asia and now common throughout North America. 
 
To most gardeners, it’s a dreaded perennial weed. We see the plant and immediately reach for 
a hand fork to ensure the long tap root is removed. In lawns it’s particularly despised. My mother 
hired me as a child to pull dandelions out of the lawn. She quickly learned to reward by volume 

rather than by time spent - budding gardeners are easily distracted.  
 
Not all detest it. Some use dandelions as an ingredient for salads, 
tea and wine. The dried root was used as a substitute for coffee in 
WW II. The seed heads are fun to blow into the wind.    
  
This determined dandelion was blooming in my yard on New Year’s 
Eve. I let stay there.  
 
(Note: This was written in 2015. The dandelion discovered last 
week inspired repetition.) 

Lycoris squamigera 
by Jay Yourch. 

http://pza.sanbi.org/amaryllis-belladonna
https://www.pacificbulbsociety.org/pbswiki/index.php/Lycoris
https://www.pacificbulbsociety.org/pbswiki/index.php/Lycoris#squamigera
https://santafebotanicalgarden.org/september-2010/
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TICKS IN WINTER 
 

It's finally winter. Does that mean you can stop worrying about ticks?  

No! Ticks can be active anytime the temperature outdoors is above freezing. Always check 
yourself and your pets for ticks anytime you've been outdoors. 

What's the best way to avoid tick borne 
diseases? Don't get bitten by a tick. 

Check out Cornell's new NYSIPM web 
page to learn more about ticks, including 
monitoring and personal protection as 
best management practices for avoiding 
ticks and tick-borne disease... Go to 
DontGetTickedNY.org 

 

 
  

MONTHLY ID QUIZ 
 

 

 

 
This common weed and wildflower was 
growing five feet above the ground on a black 
locust tree in late November. It is jewelweed 
(Impatiens capensis). Seeds must have 
landed in a moist pocket in the bark of this 
tree.  

 
This common winter weed is thriving in this 
mild weather. It is an annual, which 
germinates from in fall, then flowers and 
spreads seeds early in spring. Do you know 
what it is?  

 

 
 
 

Cartoon by Dr. Matthew Frye, NYSIPM. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019jkomRarZWeL9tMkWB_GihuYDybIP9RTtHvZQ4wf88eAjuvSu_591djkPLiJ4qMkL1RcDtfHKP4oqnEV2_l6P2e-gFNsSiKe2JV6Cod7iwZdLmRBJN0xi4z3CfIOMJCCL_kia9_RCf4YrcxORTqB4sfXRGsPWOB6Zq1AskjB_u_rh9KwBhsDN_UlnHajJGGESz8Wiw64bLmXd6ZBTI7vqA==&c=QFs8SJ2KEi7Ag4NbxqOxSZjjfpSizjoEyOC_Oo6c5F8jMSjXD6Io_g==&ch=J5YUP1FmdjOhaTycgrW1nFpS-nw69bgLn1pfINCuIvHZLzlOGIvmwQ==


January 2019 Page 6 
 

WEBSITES TO VISIT 

 2018’s Best of NYSIPM Articles 

 Unwanted Holiday Guests – Spotted Lanternfly 

 Tick IPM – The Dog Zone 

 USDA Impatiens capensis fact sheet 

 Controlling Winter Annual Weeds 

 
 
 

CCEDC ARLINGTON CONTINUING EDUCATION CLASSES 
 

Learn It, Grow It, Eat It! Vegetable Gardening for Beginners Tuesdays March 26 to 
April 23 (no class week of April 15) 
 
In four sessions taught by Dutchess County's Master Gardener volunteers, you will learn how to: 
Choose your location and prepare your site, select and grow seeds and plants, weed, mulch, 
thin and trellis, protect your site from critters and harvest! 
You will walk through step-by-step instructions for growing peas, radishes, cucumbers, beans, 
chives, carrots, onions, herbs, tomatoes, squash, peppers, beets, all kinds of greens and more. 
We even provide some seed or plants so you can plant immediately. Each class provides plenty 
of time to answer your questions.   

 Class 1: Getting Started – Chris Ferrero and Gillian Leslie  
 Class 2: First Planting, Cool Weather Veggies – Victoria Rolfe and Linda DiGasper 
 Class 3: Vegetables that Need the Heat – Lorraine Seach and Gillian Leslie 
 Class4: Garden Design and 12 Easy Herbs – Gillian Leslie and Chris Ferrero  

Classes will be held Tuesdays March 26 - April 23 (no class the April 16), 6:30-8:30. Course fee 
for the series is $40. Click here for class details. To register for course number 3231 go to 
Arlington High School Adult Education 
 

 
Let's Talk Trash, Home Composting and Recycling Workshop Thursday April 25 
Learn how to improve your trash management skills, reduce waste and create compost. 

Did you know that 60% of solid waste is organic and can be composted? Do you understand 
how easy it is to recycle in Dutchess County? Our current recycling rate is 35% but can be 
improved. Do you know what is recyclable, compostable or just plain garbage? Would you like 
to improve your soil and support waste reduction? 

CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteers will help you understand how to successfully separate 
and dispose of garden and household waste, and provide training on home composting 
techniques and options.  

This class will be held Thursday, April 19, 2018, 6:30 PM - 9:00 PM. Course fee is $15. Click 
here for more details. To register for course number 3435 go to Arlington High School Adult 
Education 

 
 

https://blogs.cornell.edu/nysipm/2018/12/26/2018s-best-of-nys-ipm/
http://blogs.cornell.edu/nysipm/2018/12/17/unwanted-holiday-guests/
http://blogs.cornell.edu/nysipm/2018/12/04/tick-ipm-the-dog-zone/
https://www.fs.fed.us/wildflowers/plant-of-the-week/impatiens_capensis.shtml
https://web.extension.illinois.edu/cfiv/homeowners/001111.html
http://ccedutchess.org/events/2016/01/04/learn-it-grow-it-eat-it-vegetable-gardening-for-beginners
http://www.arlingtonschools.org/pages/arlington_schools/Community/Continuing_Education/Continuing_Education
http://ccedutchess.org/events/2016/07/19/lets-talk-trash
http://ccedutchess.org/events/2016/07/19/lets-talk-trash
http://www.arlingtonschools.org/pages/arlington_schools/Community/Continuing_Education/Continuing_Education
http://www.arlingtonschools.org/pages/arlington_schools/Community/Continuing_Education/Continuing_Education
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SUBMIT UPCOMING EVENTS 
Would you like to submit information on an upcoming gardening event to be shared in this 
newsletter?  Please send an email to Nancy Halas at nh26@cornell.edu or Joyce Tomaselli 
jdt225@cornell.edu by the 25th of each month to be included in the next month’s newsletter.  
Please include the date, time, location, a short description, cost and contact information for  
more details. 

 

 

 

 
Need Soil pH Testing? Need Lawn or Plant Diagnosis? 

Have any gardening questions? 
 
The Horticulture Hotline, is closed for the season. Questions can be submitted through our 
website at www.CCEDutchess.org/gardening  Click on Contact Us and select the topic of 
Gardening.  
 
Samples for identification or diagnosis can be submitted Monday through Friday, 8:30 am to 
4:00 pm all year long. There is a $15 fee for samples. Visit our Horticulture Diagnostic Lab 
website for reliable resources and information on our services.  
 
 
 
 
HELP SPREAD THE DIRT! Please forward a copy to anyone you think might be interested. To 
be added or removed from our e-mail list, or submit upcoming gardening events, contact Nancy 
Halas at nh26@cornell.edu, www.ccedutchess.org.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Websites mentioned in Dutchess Dirt are provided as a courtesy to our readers. Mention of these websites does not imply 
endorsement by Cornell University, Cornell Cooperative Extension or by the author.  
 

  

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and 
Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

The programs provided by this agency are partially funded by monies received from the County of Dutchess. 

mailto:nh26@cornell.edu
mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
http://www.ccedutchess.org/gardening
http://www.ccedutchess.org/gardening/community-horticulture/horticulture-diagnostic-lab-hotline.php
http://www.ccedutchess.org/gardening/community-horticulture/horticulture-diagnostic-lab-hotline.php
mailto:nh26@cornell.edu
http://www.ccedutchess.org/

