
How can I recycle my Christmas tree after the holidays? 

Check with your local public works department- in some communities’, trees are recycled by mulching. If 

that is the case, roadside pick-up or dropping the tree off at a recycling center may be the easiest and 

ecologically sound thing to do. 

If that is not an option, there are several things you can do with your tree that are beneficial. Just make 

sure that all tinsel, ornaments, hooks, and other non-degradable items are removed. 

1. Put the tree outside for a bird shelter. If you decorated with stings of popcorn and cranberries 

this will provide food also. Or you can add these and/or other food items after placing the tree 

outside. 

2. If you have a private pond, sink the tree. It will provide refuge and a feeding area for fish. 

3. Donate the tree for animal enrichment. If you know someone with goats, they will play with the 

tree and eat the branches. 

4. If you have perennials, cut the boughs off the trunk and lay them in the beds. This will protect 

the plants from temperature fluctuations over the winter. 

5. Cut up the trunk for campfires and use the branches for kindling. This should only be done with 

outside fires since evergreens tend to throw quite a few sparks. 

6. Then there are all the ‘crafty’ things you can do with the tree remains: 

 Slice up the trunk into rounds. These can be used as coasters, paperweights, candle 

holders, or trivets. Just dry, sand and seal. 

 Cut the trunk into logs and make bird feeders. Drill holes into the logs and fill them with 

a mixture of peanut butter and bird seed. 

 Save the needles for use in potpourri and sachets. The needles of firs (balsam, Fraser, 

white/concolor) are especially fragrant. 
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