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Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and 
educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected 

Veterans, and Individuals with Disabilities and provides 
equal program and employment opportunities.

Cornell Cooperative Extension is funded in part 
by Suffolk County through the office of the County 

Executive and the County Legislature.

Please contact the Cornell Cooperative Extension of 
Suffolk County office if you have any special needs.

❀ ❀ ❀

Master Gardener Volunteer 
Preparation Program

The next Master Gardener Volunteers 
Preparation course will take place in the fall 
of 2019. Similar to this year, the program will 
be a ‘hybrid’ training, through an interactive, 
asynchronous online course. The online 
course will be  complimented with in-person 
meetings where hands-on learning will take 
place on one or two Saturdays each month. 
Saturday classes will be held at our Extension 
Education Center at CCE Suffolk, 423 Griffing 
Avenue in Riverhead. Applications for the 
next Master Gardener Volunteer Preparation 
program will be posted each spring on our 
website at: http://ccesuffolk.org/gardening/
master-gardener-volunteers. 

NEW! Advanced Training 
for LI Gardeners

Have you ever wanted to take the “Master 
Gardener” training but do not have time to 
volunteer? CCE Suffolk is now offering an 10-
week, online Advanced Training course for LI 
Gardeners without the volunteer commitment 
or title. The online course will cover the same 
horticultural topics included in the Master 
Gardener Volunteer Preparation: Botany, soils, 
beneficial insects, composting, vegetable and 
fruit gardening, lawn care, plant diseases, 
climate resilient gardening, wildlife and pest 
management and much more.

The online Advanced Training course 
will be offered in winter of 2019. Online 
course materials will include engaging 
and relevant research-based information 
created by Extension Specialists and Cornell 
University Faculty. To receive a certificate of 
completion, participants will complete all 
online course assignments and a final project. 
The registration cost for this course is $500. 
Contact Donna Alese Cooke to register. 
Limited space is available for the 2018-2019 
course.

Questions? Contact Donna Alese Cooke at 
dmc72@cornell.edu or at 631-727-7850 x225.



What is a
Master Gardener Volunteer?

Master Gardener Volunteers are neighbors 
teaching neighbors about horticultural topics 
and environmentally sound gardening practices, 
providing the public with educational programs 
and activities that draw on the horticultural 
research and experience of Cornell University. 
Master Gardener Volunteers receive research-
based instruction and are kept up-to-date 
through advanced trainings and workshops. 
In return, they agree to share their knowledge 
with neighbors though community service. After 
completing the training course and volunteering 
for 125 hours, they become certified as CCE 
Suffolk Master Gardener Volunteers.

Suffolk County’s Master Gardener Volunteer 
Program, along with similar programs in other 
counties in New York State is directly linked to 
Cornell University as part of its National Land-
Grant College charter. This valued connection 
to Cornell provides Master Gardener Volunteers 
with state-of-the-art gardening knowledge and 
resources.

What do
Master Gardener Volunteers

do in Suffolk County?
 ❀ Teach gardening to children, adults, educators 

and community groups

 ❀ Organize and teach at the annual Spring 
Gardening School 

 ❀ Offer gardening classes through our Speakers 
Bureau at public libraries, schools, and 
interested groups

 ❀ Provide gardening information at community 
events throughout Suffolk County

 ❀ Participate in programs for youth, senior 
citizens, and people benefiting from 
Horticultural Therapy

 ❀ Teach garden-based learning through school 
visits, Jr. Master Gardener programs, and the 
Summer Children’s Gardening Program 

 ❀ Cultivate and teach classes at the Children’s 
Garden and Herb Garden at the Suffolk 
County Farm

 ❀ Provide guidance and expertise for 
community beautification projects, 
demonstration gardens, school and 
community gardens 

 ❀ Instruct people on gardening, landscaping, 
sustainable gardening practices, attracting 
pollinators, growing fruits and vegetables, 
and much more

Who Can Be a
Master Gardener Volunteer?

We welcome adults of all ages, abilities, and 
backgrounds to the Master Gardener Volunteer 
program. Anyone who enjoys gardening, 
has a desire to share knowledge and skills, 
and who is willing to provide community 
service are encouraged to apply. To become a 
Certified Master Gardener Volunteer, one must 
successfully graduate from the course, volunteer 
125 hours within a 2 year period, and remain 
active by volunteering at least 30 hours each year 
after certification.

Being a Master Gardener Volunteer is a 
rewarding and enjoyable experience. The 
commitment and dedication of our volunteers 
help county residents to understand best 
gardening practices, and contribute to making 
Suffolk County a more beautiful and greener 
place to live. 

For more information on becoming a Master 
Gardener Volunteer, or to request a speaker or 
a Master Garden Volunteer for your project,  
please contact:

Donna Alese Cooke 
dmc72@cornell.edu 

631-727-7850 ext 225

Master Gardener
Volunteer

Interest Form

If you would like an application for the
MASTER GARDENER VOLUNTEER
PROGRAM mailed to you, complete and
mail this portion to:

Donna Alese Cooke
Cornell Cooperative Extension

Suffolk County
423 Griffing Avenue, Suite 100

Riverhead, NY 11901-3071

Name

Address

City

State                                        Zip

Daytime Phone Number

E-mail

Do you have any:

 ❑ Volunteer experience?

 ❑ Informal training or experience in 
horticulture?

 ❑ Experience in public speaking, teaching 
or community organization?


