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In the Fall of 2018, CCE Onondaga launched a volunteer-based riparian buffer planting 

project in the Skaneateles watershed. This effort is result of a partnership between CCE 

Onondaga County, the City of Syracuse, Skaneateles Lake Watershed Agricultural 

Program (SLWAP) with funds from the Onondaga County Soil and Water Conservation 

District (OCSWCD) to increase vegetated buffers in the Skaneateles Lake watershed and 

reduce non-point source pollution and nutrient loading to the lake. 

During a two-day service-learning project, CCE educators worked with 20 watershed residents 

and volunteers to plant 200 native species of trees, shrubs, and perennials on shorefront property 

in the watershed. Participants learned 

hands-on how to build vegetated riparian 

buffers- including species selection and 

sourcing, site preparation, planting 

techniques and maintenance tips.  

Volunteers were able to directly contribute 

to the protection of their water supply and 

watershed by adding bigger, better buffers 

while learning skills that they can take back 

to add a riparian buffer, filter strip, or other 

vegetated landscape to their own properties. 

Non-point source pollution and nutrient loading from surface water runoff are major contributors 

to water quality issues like HABs in many communities, including the Skaneateles watershed. 

Increasing riparian buffers, planting more vegetation with deeper and denser roots systems, 

reducing fertilizer applications, and other 

stewardship-minded decisions we make on our 

landscapes can help protect water quality for all 

the residents and communities who utilize this 

shared natural resource. 

Species planted included Red Maple, Big 

Bluestem, Little Bluestem, Wild Quinine, 

Orange Coneflower, Eastern Bluestar, and 

Christmas ferns. The added vegetation will 

reduce the nutrient and sediment loading that 

flows from the property into the lake by slowing 

surface water runoff and hold soils in place.  

Taking into account soil composition, shade conditions, and other site considerations, the 

planting plan and species list was designed by a SUNY ESF Landscape Architect student intern, 

Ethan Appelgren, with support from Extension educators. This partnership provided us with a 

high quality, well researched site plan and connected the student with the opportunity to see his 
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design become a reality while gaining valuable field experience and connections working with 

watershed stakeholders. 

Our dedicated volunteers included members of 

the Skaneateles Lake Association (SLA), the 

Nature Conservancy (TNC), SUNY ESF, and 

CCE Onondaga’s CommuniTree Steward 

Program. Continue reading for a brief statement 

by one of our volunteers, Skaneateles High 

School student and SLA member, Jack Torrisi.  

Thanks to the dedicated stewardship of the 

property owners, this site will serve as a demo-

planting for future programming and 

publications. 

There are over 3,000 homes in the Skaneateles watershed. Water that flows over every lawn, 

garden, driveway, and surface in the watershed has an impact on the quality and quantity of what 

flows into Skaneateles Lake. Engaging landowners to make stewardship-oriented decisions on 

their property, like adding vegetated and forested buffers, is crucial to protecting the water 

quality of Skaneateles Lake. This project and associated programming, like the preceding 

“Landscaping for Water Quality Event” held in Skaneateles this fall, work to connect property 

owners with the information and tools to do so.  

CCE Onondaga is thankful for our partnership 

with Onondaga County Soil and Water and 

SLWAP and we are eager to grow this project 

with additional plantings budgeted for 2019.  

This project wouldn’t be possible without the 

support of the community. Special thanks to the 

site’s property owners, the Skaneateles Lake 

Association, the Town and Village of 

Skaneateles, our local TNC specialist, the City of 

Syracuse, our Soil and Water Conservation Districts, and all of our watershed partners for your 

support and dedicated lake stewardship.  

Stock was sourced from White Oak Nursery, Geneva NY and funded by SLWAP and 

OCSWCD. Funding for CCE programming in the Skaneateles Watershed is provided by the City 

of Syracuse Water Department.  

Project was covered by SUNY ESF’s Going Green series. The piece, titled ‘Protecting the  

Watershed’, will air on the Spectrum News Channel on 12/16/2018. The piece will be available 

to view after air date on CCE Onondaga’s website.  

For questions about the project, please e-mail Shannon Fabiani, Water and Ecology Specialist with CCE 

Onondaga at slf226@cornell.edu.      December 12, 2018 
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Riparian Buffer Planting Project , Skaneateles Lake 
Jack Torrisi, Skaneateles Lake Association, Inc. (SLA) 
 
In preparation for my Eagle Scout project [planting riparian buffers for water quality], and 
as a longtime member of the SLA, I was fortunate to have my sister, Ellie, and brother, 
Kevin, help me clear off the prepped planting site on my grandparents’ lakefront property 
so that this important project could be launched by the CCE Onondaga this Fall. 
 
It is my plan in the Spring to help with volunteers from my Boy Scout Troop #61 to plan 
and assist the CCE, City of Syracuse, Skaneateles Lake Watershed Agricultural Program 
(SLWAP), and Onondaga County Soil and Water Conservation District (OCSWCD), along 
with other volunteers from the SLA, to plant riparian buffers on other properties along the 
shore of Skaneateles Lake and within the watershed. 
 
It is my hope that working on this project to increase vegetated buffers with native trees 
and plants in the watershed, reducing non-point source pollution and nutrient loading to 
the lake, will contribute to reducing Harmful Algal Blooms in Skaneateles Lake. 

CCE Onondaga and our project partners recognize and appreciate the hard work of Jack 

and his siblings, and the stewardship of the Torrisi family. Their voluntary efforts keeping 

snow off of the prepped planting site helped keep the site accessible and made the second 

planting day event run smoothly, despite being surrounded by inches of dense snow.  

Thanks to all involved for your continued lake stewardship. We look forward to working 

more with Boy Scout Troop #61 and the SLA.  –Shannon Fabiani, CCE Onondaga 

Getting creative: Leaf blowers can also work 
as snow blowers! 

No snow days off! The Torrisi siblings use an 
array of tools to keep snow off the tarp that is 

protecting the prepared site. 


