
 

Ah, December! On this very cold, very bright winter day as I sit in the cozy warmth of my sunroom, I can’t 

help but wonder what’s going on in my flower garden and my tiny vegetable patch. There’s a blanket of snow 

out there at least 10 inches deep. If a blanket is made of snow, does it really, truly provide warmth? “They” 

say it does. Somehow, I find that a bit hard to believe. But “they” say that the bulbs in my garden are just as 

cozy as I am. Resting up for that miracle of nature’s alarm clock –Spring! 

I must admit, I’ve never had a tuberous 

thought. I take it on faith that my bulbs 

know when the time is right to do 

whatever needs to be done, with no 

prompting from me. I can’t and don’t need 

to help the emergence process along. They 

don’t require a knock on the soil 

encouraging them to begin to fulfill their 

destiny.  

We gardeners have so little to do in the 

winter. It’s easy to assume that our 

gardens are as dormant as we are. But 

what fun it would be if only we could think 

like a tuber. To know what it feels like to 

establish roots down, down, and take 

nourishment from the soil. To feel our 

starchiness turn into sweet sugar, and begin to push, Push, PUSH stem and leaves upward toward the light! 

Meanwhile, I sit and wonder: Did I provide the right combination of nutrients for my soil? Did I plant my 

bulbs at the right depth? Will my bulbs have the energy reserves to survive the winter and still have the 

rocket thrust-power needed to explode into bloom? 

Thank goodness I’m not in charge at this juncture. I’ve planted what I love, and I’ll care for whatever survives. 

I’m exhausted just from pondering the possibilities. Time to return to the creature comforts that winter 

allows, relax with a warm toddy, and trust that Nature will forgive my many errors and maximize the impact 

of each correct decision I’ve made.  

*Carmelita’s muses, and her gardens rest in Sackets Harbor. 
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