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THROUGH THE HEDGEROW: 

BEHIND-THE-SCENES IN THE FLOWER GARDEN, LOCUST GROVE  
By Joyce Tomaselli, Master Gardener Volunteer  

(Sue Grumet is off this month) 
 
On Sunday July 15, Locust Grove hosted an 
excellent “Behind-the-Scenes in the Flower Garden” 
tour of their ornamental gardens, concluding with 
iced tea and scones.  Horticulture Director Tim 
Steinhoff and Horticulturist Susan MacAvery shared 
the history of Martha Young’s genteel pre-WWI 
estate and gardens, and their approach to restoring 
the gardens using plants and planting styles from 
1895-1914, the gardens’ heyday.  
 
Following several dry weeks and sweltering heat, the 
tour started under a Ginkgo biloba and a Fagus 
sylvatica ‘Laciniata’ (cut leaf beech) when a few sprinkles of rain turned into a steady downpour. 
Undaunted (We’re gardeners after all!) the tour group proceeded through a rose arbor to the 
half-acre ornamental garden edged with boxwood and planted in a succession of large blocks. 
Susan described the largest collection, peonies, which include over 20 varieties and have grown 
here for more than a century. Then we learned about the collection of over 40 heirloom dahlias. 
If you’d like to enjoy the peonies, come back next year in late May to early June but visit the 
gardens now to enjoy the incredible dahlias. 
 
The tour proceeded to the amazing perennial and annual border over which we happily lingered. 
Tim identified species and cultivars carefully selected to evoke the colors, shapes, sizes and 
layout of Young’s design. The blossoms of Larkspur, Lobelia, Dictamnus (Gas Plant), Cosmos, 
and Browallia reminded us of Victorian still life paintings. Annuals such as Nicotiana, 
Salpiglossis, Imperial Japanese varieties of Morning Glory, Ceratotheca triloba (South African 
Foxglove) and Helianthus added bright splashes of color. The Sweet Pea cultivars go back to 
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their introduction in the early 20th century with 
names such as ‘Queen of the Isles’, ‘Flora Norton’, 
‘Lord Nelson’ and ‘Senator’. The combined effect of 
all the plant material was stunning.   
 
A spate of thunder and lightning inspired us to 
hustle to the porch where we learned about the 
geometric garden, sited to be viewed from Samuel 
Morse’s office. Over the years different layout 
patterns have been used. This past autumn, 
triangles of ‘Delta Series’ Pansies were established 
then mulched with re-used Christmas tree boughs 

resulting in a fabulous spring display. Now Coleus ‘Rustic Orange’ delights the eyes.  
 
As the rain abated, we returned to a border along the West side of the garden which displayed 
an airy collection of Euphorbia marginata, Nicotiana ‘Baby Bella Antique Red’, Nigella 
damascena (Love-in-a- Mist), Galtonia candicans (Summer Hyacinth), Salpiglossis ‘Chocolate 
Royale’, and Verbena bonariensis. 
 
Throughout our tour, both Susan and Tim emphasized their reliance on volunteers, several of 
whom are CCEDC Master Gardeners. They weed, plant, stake, weed, prune, thin and weed the 
gardens to ensure visitors can enjoy them year round.  More than 150 volunteers help maintain 
Locust Grove’s gardens, staff public programs and events, and help with projects from 
managing hiking trails to painting fences. If you’d like to volunteer please contact Katie Dolan at 
(845) 454-4500 x 210 or k.dolan@lgny.org.   
 
Finally we retired to the Visitor Center porch where we enjoyed conversation over Tim’s 
delicious homemade candied ginger scones paired with Harney Peach, Organic Bangkok and 
Pomegranate Oolong iced tea.  
 
More Behind-the-Scenes Tours are scheduled. There is a $15 fee and reservations are 
encouraged. 
 

 Sunday August 19th – Samuel Morse and the Romantic Landscape 

 Sunday September 16th – Perfect Peonies 

 Sunday October 21st – The Carriage House and Service Courtyard.   
 
For more information on Locust Grove, the gardens and the tours, visit www.lgny.org or contact 
Tim and Susan at Horticulture@lgny.org  
 
If you would like to be interviewed or have a lead for a potential “Through the Hedgerow” article, 
please contact Cheryl at cah43@cornell.edu.  
 

 
MEET TIM STEINHOFF 

By Evelyn Stevenson, Master Gardener Volunteer 
 
I had been a volunteer with Locust Grove Vegetable and Flower gardens for several years 
before Timothy J. Steinhoff became Director of Horticulture there in 2008.  Tim grew up in 
Wisconsin, and after graduating from The University of Wisconsin, he travelled to the east coast 

 

mailto:k.dolan@lgny.org
http://www.lgny.org/
mailto:Horticulture@lgny.org
mailto:cah43@cornell.edu
http://www.lgny.org/history
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to help create community gardens in New York City.  In 1981 
he jumped the Atlantic Pond to work as a gardener assistant 
at the Royal Horticultural Society in Surry, England.  In 1982 
he came back to New York as the Horticulturist of the 
Horticultural Society of New York, staying there for four years 
before becoming the first Director of Horticulture for the 
Battery Park City Parks Conservancy in lower Manhattan. Tim 
followed the Hudson River north about 100 miles in 1990 to 
become the Landscape Curator at Montgomery Place, a part 
of Historic Hudson Valley.  Staying with Historic Hudson 
Valley for the next nine years, he became their Director of 
Horticulture where he directed all aspects of ornamental 
horticulture at the four sites – Sunnyside, Montgomery Place, 
Van Cortlandt Manor, and Philipsburg Manor.  One job he is 
very proud of was being curator of The Heather and Perennial Garden in New York City from 
2001 to 2004, where he oversaw all aspects of restoring that garden using the design he had 
done as a consultant sixteen years earlier! Tim has been at private estates as well as Bard 
College where one can see his imprint on the restoration design of Blithewood Walled Garden 
(circa 1910). I detected a huge smile on his face when talking about Blithewood. 
 
Tim Steinhoff is a skilled plantsman, horticulturist, and landscape designer having worked with 
many people and diverse projects. In all that he has accomplished, he has demonstrated a 
creative approach to landscapes, working on various scales from community gardens to large 
developments.  He has a wide knowledge of and unique experience in historic landscapes.  He 
has a deep appreciation of Martha Young’s passion for the many gardening options available at 
Locust Grove.  He loves to study and apply her volumes of gardening documentation spanning 
the years 1895 to 1930.  Tim is a unique messenger who can teach all of us so much, 
particularly about historic landscape design. 

 
 

WHAT’S WRONG WITH MY TOMATOES? 
By Mary Nisley, Master Gardener Volunteer 

 

The tomatoes at the community gardens in Poughkeepsie look extraordinarily healthy this year. 
The plants are dense and green with scarcely a yellowing leaf in sight. Have all of us suddenly 
turned into expert gardeners? Not likely.  
 
Area weather was hot and extremely dry between 6/15 - 7/15. The dryness suppressed fungal 
diseases which are dependent on moisture to survive and spread. The dryness did cause one 
problem: blossom end rot which occurs when there is not enough moisture to carry calcium from 
the soil to the fruit. The recent rains will prevent blossom end rot in fruit developing now. To 
prevent blossom end rot, water deeply and evenly during dry spells, mulch to preserve moisture, 
and do not till close to the plants because it destroys feeder roots. 
 
With the rain we've received since 7/15 fungal diseases have started to appear. We are seeing 
both early blight, caused by the fungus Alternaria solani, and septoria leaf spot caused by 
caused by the fungus Septoria lycopersici. On tomato leaflets both infections appear as brown 
areas surrounded by yellowing tissue. Often the diseases are difficult to tell apart except by an 
expert. Septoria prefers cool, wet weather while early blight likes warmer (75° to 85° F) humid 
weather. 

 

http://thehort.org/
http://www.thebattery.org/the-battery/
http://www.hudsonvalley.org/historic-sites/montgomery-place
http://www.forttryonparktrust.org/gardens/heather_garden.html
http://www.hudsonrivervalley.com/Details.aspx?sid=3142f4bf-76bd-4a57-964d-fce7c948310f
http://plantclinic.cornell.edu/factsheets/blossomendrot%20(2).pdf
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Cultural methods of control of both early blight and 
septoria include spacing plants to avoid crowding and 
promote good air circulation. Eliminate nearby weeds to 
improve air circulation. Remove any diseased or dropped 
leaves. At the end of the season, remove all plant tops, 
and dig up and remove roots. Do not compost diseased 
plants - dispose of them in the trash. 
 
Unfortunately late blight, Phytophthora infestans, has 
been confirmed in Dutchess County (7/20/2012). We last 
saw late blight in 2009 when almost everyone in the 
northeast lost their plants by August 1.  Late blight is an 
extremely destructive and very contagious disease of 

both tomatoes and potatoes. It spreads most rapidly when the temperature is 60° - 80°F and 
leaf surfaces are wet for 10 to 12 hours - conditions we've had all week. Late blight infects 
leaves, stems, and fruit. On leaves the infection has a blackish color and the black area goes 
right up to healthy green tissue. 
 
Click here to see the USA blight brochure for more pictures and 
management guidelines for the home gardener. Fungicides are 
available, which work only as preventative. They will not cure an 
existing infection. Infected plants must be removed - sealed in a 
black plastic trash bag and left in the sun until the plants are 
dead. Culled potatoes should be thrown in the trash, not on a 
compost heap. Late blight does not survive on dead plants but it 
can overwinter on potato tubers. If late blight is suspected, 
contact the Cooperative extension immediately - a few days delay 
could mean infection of the entire area, as spoors are spread by 
the wind. 
 

What am I doing? I'm spraying my tomato plants with a fungicide 
listed for organic garden use. I dug most of my potatoes last 
week. I have one late blight resistant tomato 'Mountain Magic' 
which may get a true test this year. And I'm keeping all my fingers crossed. 
 
More information: 
Late blight on tomatoes & potatoes  
Where has late blight been reported?   
Early blight and septoria leaf spot  
Complete list of vegetable disease fact sheets and photo galleries 
 

 
WEBSITES TO VISIT 

 

 Untermyer Gardens in Yonkers, now known as “America’s Greatest Forgotten Garden.” 

 Keep on Growin’: Hungry People Fight Back During Great Recession with Help of Public 
and Private Sector- In Poughkeepsie! 

 Best Vegetables to Grow in Shade 

 Hydrangea glossary 

 Emerald Ash Borer and Look-Alikes 

 

 
Septoria leaf spot on tomato leaf 

Late blight on tomato leaf 

http://usablight.org/node/50
http://vegetablemdonline.ppath.cornell.edu/factsheets/Potato_LateBlt.htm
http://usablight.org/
http://www.ccedutchess.org/images/stories/Ag-Hort_media/docs/earlyblightseptoria.pdf
http://vegetablemdonline.ppath.cornell.edu/
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/07/20/arts/untermyer-gardens-in-yonkers-is-being-tended-once-again.html?_r=1&adxnnl=1&smid=tw-share&adxnnlx=1343228576-DcuX+oRUl65IqVE/PgTsJA&utm_source=ETTG+Pro&utm_campaign=3496b59616-ETTG+PRO+Thursday%2C+7%2F26%2F12&utm_mediu
http://winterbounty.wordpress.com/2012/07/11/keep-on-growin-a-great-project-in-nearby-poughkeepsie/
http://winterbounty.wordpress.com/2012/07/11/keep-on-growin-a-great-project-in-nearby-poughkeepsie/
http://www.motherearthnews.com/organic-gardening/vegetables-to-grow-in-shade-zm0z11zsto.aspx
http://www.provenwinners.com/learn/miscellaneous/hydrangea-glossary
http://www.nyis.info/index.php?action=identification
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 Animal Mowers- Tired of mowing your lawn?  

 My Brooklyn’s Greener Than Your Brooklyn- Neighbors join together to brighten their streets 

 Creative Uses for Invasive Plants 

 Minimizing Vegetable Diseases 

 Heirloom Pumpkins & Squashes 

 I ate fungus slime and it made my breath minty fresh! 

 Ag plastics recycling options featured at Empire Farm Days 

 WSU Monarch Butterfly Project Underway with Help from Washington State Penitentiary 
Offenders  

 Bed bugs boom tracked using DNA fingerprinting 

 Conserving Bumble Bees- Guidelines for Creating and Managing Habitat for America’s 
Declining Pollinators 

 Tomato genome gets fully sequenced -- paves way to healthier fruits, veggies 
 
 

BE GREEN GREAT LAKES PROJECT AND SURVEY 
 
Considering how to care for your lawn, garden and foliage? Take a few minutes to answer the 
NYSDEC Be Green Great Lakes Survey on current land care practices at 
http://www.zoomerang.com/Survey/WEB22G3RRXBXWU. Responses are welcome from 
New Yorkers outside the Great Lakes basin too.  DEC is seeking feedback on how New 
Yorkers maintain lawns, gardens and foliage and manage pests in those areas.  
 
Be Green in the Great Lakes is a project conducted by the Division of Materials Management, at 
the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation. It provides outreach for the public and 
land care businesses regarding options to conventional synthetic pesticides and fertilizers. For 
information on the project, visit http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/76234.html . The project is 
funded by the US Environmental Protection Agency under the Federal Great Lakes Restoration 
Initiative.  
 

 
IMPATIENS DOWNY MILDEW IN SOUTHEAST NEW YORK 

By Jerry Giordano, Senior Horticulture Consultant, CCE Westchester County 
 

The Diagnostic lab of Cornell Cooperative Extension of 
Westchester County can confirm that recent samples of 
Impatiens walleriana submitted to their lab were infected 
with Plasmopara obducens, commonly known as 
impatiens downy mildew. This pathogen is a new pest in 
the area and this season it seems to be showing up in 
more and more locations in the county. One initial 
sample was sent to the diagnostic lab at the Long Island 
Horticultural Research and Extension Center and 
confirmed for the presence of this pathogen by well 
known Cornell Senior Extension Associate and plant 
pathologist, Margery Daughtrey. Other samples sent 
earlier are awaiting confirmation by the Plant Disease 

Diagnostic Clinic on the Cornell campus. Numerous phone calls have also been received by 
CCE Westchester from homeowners and landscapers as they have watched their impatiens 

 

Impatiens bed infected with downy 
mildew 

http://www.movoto.com/blog/novelty-real-estate/reduce-animal-unemployment-hire-a-goat/
http://www.urbangardensweb.com/2012/07/26/my-brooklyns-greener-than-your-brooklyn/
http://www.ecolandscaping.org/07/invasive-plants/creative-uses-for-invasive-plants/
http://plantclinic.cornell.edu/factsheets/minimizeveggiediseases.pdf
http://www.organicgardening.com/learn-and-grow/heirloom-pumpkins-squashes
http://blog.mycology.cornell.edu/?p=965
http://www.news.cornell.edu/stories/July12/EmpireDays.html
http://cahnrsnews.wsu.edu/2012/07/02/wsu-monarch-butterfly-project-underway-with-help-from-washington-state-penitentiary-offenders/
http://cahnrsnews.wsu.edu/2012/07/02/wsu-monarch-butterfly-project-underway-with-help-from-washington-state-penitentiary-offenders/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature/18781430
http://www.xerces.org/bumblebees/guidelines/
http://www.xerces.org/bumblebees/guidelines/
http://www.news.cornell.edu/stories/May12/TomatoSeq.html
http://www.zoomerang.com/Survey/WEB22G3RRXBXWU
http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/76234.html
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plantings seemingly disintegrate before their eyes as what were likely infected plants turned to 
“mush” in relatively short order.  
 
Samples exhibiting disease symptoms of P. obducens have been submitted to CCE 
Westchester from locations as varied as municipal plantings, plant retailers and residential 
properties. These symptoms have varied from slightly off color foliage (slight yellowing) and 
slight wilting/curling down of foliage to nearly total leaf loss; leaving bare stems in the landscape 
where healthy plants once stood. Some specimens were in a state of almost complete collapse. 
The undersides of the leaves of I. walleriana samples infected with impatiens downy mildew 
showed varying amounts of white-colored sporulation. The latter often appeared “powdery” to 
the naked eye but was at other times hard to see without magnification. When viewed under a 
microscope, the latter sometimes took the appearance of white cotton candy that had been 
blasted with a garden hose.  
 
Green Industry interests and residents in the Hudson Valley should be on the lookout for 
impatiens downy mildew. Infected plants should be pulled, roots and all, and the area should not 
be replanted with susceptible impatiens species. Experts studying this disease are now more 
certain that impatiens downy mildew is able to overwinter in the landscape, so plan on the use 
of replacement species in those locations for next year. Much is still not known about this 
disease but the following fact sheet may be of help in the identification and understanding of this 
new pest affecting what once was a fairly “fool proof” fixture in the summer landscape:  
http://ccesuffolk.org/assets/Horticulture-Leaflets/Impatiens-downy-mildew.pdf  
 

 

ARE YOU GOING TO DUTCHESS COUNTY FAIR? 
 

If so, please be sure to stop by and see us at the lower level of the Horticulture 
Building! Horticulture staff and Master Gardener volunteers will be there from 
10 AM- 7PM daily to answer your gardening and insect questions. Our 
Horticulture Hotline & Diagnostic Lab will be closed that week (Aug 21-26).  
 
This year’s horticulture theme is “Down on the Farm”. Have you ever thought 
about entering your flowers in the fair? Click here to download the fair 
guidelines/forms for professional, florist and individual entries.  

  
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Check out http://www.hvgardencalendar.com for more events 

 
August 19, Samuel Morse and the Romantic Landscape- Behind-the-Scenes Tour. See 
article on page 1 & 2.  
 
August 19, Vanderbilt Garden, Guided Tour, 1-4 PM. Volunteers give free guided tours all 
season long! Guides will discuss the Vanderbilt era, from 1895 to 1938 and how the gardens 
looked and were administered then. Also, how and why the gardens deteriorated after Frederick 
Vanderbilt’s death in 1938 and, most particularly, how the Vanderbilt Garden Association was 
formed and how they carry out their mission to rehabilitate and maintain the gardens. Tours are 
filled on a first come, first-served basis. Fee: FREE.  F.W. Vanderbilt National Historic Site, 119 
Vanderbilt Park Rd, Hyde Park, NY 12538. http://vanderbiltgarden.org/  

 

 

http://ccesuffolk.org/assets/Horticulture-Leaflets/Impatiens-downy-mildew.pdf
http://www.dutchessfair.com/downloads/2012-horticultural-handbook.pdf
http://www.hvgardencalendar.com/
http://www.hvgardencalendar.com/events/1071-vanderbilt-garden-guided-tour
http://vanderbiltgarden.org/%09
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PLANT ID QUIZ 
 

  
 
Answer to last month’s plant ID quiz is 
Pontederia cordata or Pickerelweed. This 
Dutchess County native is found typically in 
shallow, quiet water. The common name 
suggests that this plant, as well as the fish 
known as pickerel, occupy the same habitat. 

 
OK folks, I’ll throw you an easy one this month. 
This plant is a biennial or short lived perennial 
and is tolerant of dry soils. It is growing in 
gardens at the Farm & Home Center in Millbrook 
and is in bloom now. Do you know what it is? 

 

GARDENING QUESTIONS 
 
Have any gardening questions? The Horticulture Hotline, (845) 677-5067 is open on 
Wednesdays from 9-noon. Visit our Horticulture Diagnostic Lab website for resources and 
information on our services. Also, subscribe to our blog Hudson Valley Garden Scout, which 
talks about insects, diseases, weeds and other garden issues in our area.  
 
Websites mentioned in Dutchess Dirt are provided as a courtesy to our readers. Mention of 
these websites does not imply endorsement by Cornell University, Cornell Cooperative 
Extension or by the author.  
 
 
HELP SPREAD THE DIRT! Please forward a copy to anyone you think might be interested. To 
be added or removed from our e-mail list, or submit upcoming gardening events, contact Cheryl 
Hearty at cah43@cornell.edu, www.ccedutchess.org.  
 

  

 

  

 

Cornell Cooperative Extension Dutchess County provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

The programs provided by this agency are partially funded by monies received from the County of Dutchess 

http://ccedutchess.org/aghort/community-horticulture/95-horticulture-diagnostic-lab
http://gardenscout.wordpress.com/
mailto:cah43@cornell.edu
http://www.ccedutchess.org/

