
SPIDER PLANT by Lisa Marie Gee  

well-aerated potting mix. 

Feed them with a liquid 

fertilizer twice a month in 

the spring and summer 

or with pellets in the             

beginning of the growing 

season. 

Spider plants prefer to 

be semi pot bound but 

can be repotted in the 

spring if the root ball is 

protruding above the rim 

of the pot. This usually 

needs to be done every other year. 

You can divide the spider plant when 

you repot them or you can propagate 

the plantlets. The plantlets should be 

approximately 2 inches in diameter 

before removing from the mature 

plant and can be either rooted in                  

water then planted, or if roots are 

showing, plant   directly in soil.                  

Another way to do this is to keep the 

plantlet  attached to the mature plant 

and place it into its own pot. Once it 

has rooted well it can be detached. 

Occasionally pruning the leaves back 

to the base can benefit the  spider 

plant. 

There are some pests to watch for 

including aphids, mealy bugs, white 

flies,    spider mites and scale. Use 

your IPM skills before starting any 

chemically based form of treatment. 

Another issue can be brown tips on 

the leaves. This can occur due to dry 

soil, low humidity, build up of salts in 

the soil and chemicals. Avoid using 

fluoridated and chlorinated water. 

Use distilled water or rain water           

instead. Cut off the brown tips. 

Since spider plants are fairly easy to 

take care of, why not go out and get  

 

 

 

FALL FUNGI                                     
by Lyn Chimera  

E 
ach autumn Hot 

Line receives 

calls regarding 

mushrooms 

“popping up” in people’s 

lawns. They ask what can 

be done to prevent or    

destroy them. Sharon 

Bachman forwarded a 

post by Brian Eshenaur on 

the NYS IPM blog.  Below 

is part of his posting: 

 

“As fall approaches with its 

chilly air and increased 

soil moisture, fungi often 

respond by producing 

mushroom. The mush-

rooms we see indicate an 

extensive network of           

fungal hyphae below 

ground. They are not feed-

ing on the lawn, rather it’s  
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A 
irplane plant, ribbon 

plant and spider ivy are 

also names you might 

hear instead of spider 

plant. The spider plant is originally 

from South Africa. It comes as 

pure green or variegated with a 

white stripe. The mature plant has 

a tight rosette with arching leaves 

and long stems, up to 3 foot, with 

hanging plantlets, pups or           

spiderettes. There will be small 

white flowers on the long stems 

prior to the plantlets forming. They 

make a great hanging plant and 

can help purify the air in  homes. 

The spider plant prefers bright to 

moderate indirect light and can 

survive in semi- shade to partial 

sun outside. Ideal temperature is 

between 55-80 degrees Fahren-

heit  with an average temperature 

of 55-65 degrees. They detest  

cold drafts and do well with         

average humidity. 

During the summer water liberally 

and mist them occasionally               

keeping even moisture. In the win-

ter cut back on the watering.                

Spider plants like fast-draining              

one to enjoy in your  

home? 

Continued next page 



 

dead organic matter on which they decay and digest, and most often start on dead roots or stumps. 

 

“What should a homeowner do?” 

 

“First, realize that they are not harming the lawn and will fade back into the ground in a matter of days.                

Enjoy the temporary display!  However, if curious young children or pets will be around the mushrooms, it’s 

best to step on them to reduce their visibility and any temptation to take a nibble. Most mushrooms are                

harmless but, until you’re an expert at recognizing the poisonous ones, err on the side of caution.” 

Mushrooms are not plants; they are fungi. They are more closely related to animals. The bodies of                    

mushrooms are frequently called "fruit” and the spores “seeds”. This reflects human Interaction but not                 

botany! 

The major part of a  mushroom is the mycelium made of a web of tiny filaments called hyphae. The mycelium 

is usually hidden in the soil, in wood, or another food source. Some species of mushrooms may have hyphae 

that spreads over hundreds of square miles.  

These are the largest living organisms on earth! 

Mushrooms contain no chlorophyll and most are considered saprophytes . The cell walls of most fungi are 

made of chitin., the same material as the hard outer shells of insects and other arthropods.  

 

There are many different fungi that  grow in lawns. There are naturally occurring fungi that grow on decaying 

tree roots, bark, leaf fragments and animal waste. To rid your lawn of mushrooms you’d have to remove the 

lawn! The process of decomposition is a necessary part of life and is actually beneficial to the lawn as the 

fungi help return nutrients to the soil. 

 

Some excellent books:  Mushrooms of the Northeast North America, by: George Barron and Good                  

Mushroom, Bad Mushroom, by: John Plischke. 
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