
 

June 2013  Page 1 
 

 
Dutchess Dirt                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

 
A gardening newsletter from:  

 

 
 

Issue #71, June 2013  
 

 
 

THROUGH THE HEDGEROW: HYDE PARK IN BLOOM 
by Evelyn Stevenson, Master Gardener Volunteer 

 
Back in the 1960s, after growing up in Dutchess County and marrying my husband, an IBM 
transplant from Indiana, I was constantly defending the area to other IBMers and their wives, 
particularly those who moved from elsewhere in the country.  Dutchess County was much 
quieter then, a mix of farms and emerging suburban communities, and I was always pointing out 
that there were indeed things to do throughout the county — you just had to look to discover 
what and where.  Today, a diverse influx of people relocating to Dutchess County has created 
not only the need, but also the means for a wide range of activities to pursue.  There are so 
many different attractions including fine museums, historic sites, parks, walking trails, farmer’s 
markets, and gardens that one hardly can do it all. 
 
So it comes as a welcome event when several of our most prized offerings are combined into a 
full-day affair.  On June 15, 2013, The Hyde Park Visual Environment Committee will hold its 
biennial garden tour in one of our county’s 
most historic towns.  The Hyde Park in 
Bloom Garden Tour, a fundraiser for the 
HPVEC first established in 2003, will begin at 
the New York State Park Headquarters, 9 
Old Post Road, Staatsburg, starting with a 
brunch at 9:00 am.  Gardens on the tour will 
be open from 10:00 am – 4:00 pm.  Tickets 
are $35 in advance, $40 at the door and $30 
for HPVEC members.  Children over 12 are 
welcome.  
 
The theme for 2013, “The Rustic and the 
Refined,” reflects the garden styles and 
locations on display.  HPVEC event chair 
and HPVEC vice-chair Monica Relyea says Allium in Boxwood Borders - Twinfields    photo by Kathy de las Heras 
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Garden of Thyme - Twinfields                 photo by Kathy de las Heras 

“This year’s theme reflects the owners’ styles and intentions.”  Even though the tour has a long 
history in Hyde Park, each new tour “always [features] different gardens,” adds HPVEC Chair 
Hilary VanNorstrand.  
 
Programs and tour maps will be available at the Taconic Regional Headquarters of New York 
State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation, where a light but elegant brunch will 
be served from 9:00 - 11:00 am.  The building, the former Staatsburg School, is now a 
benchmark sustainable office building.  “We are grateful to Linda Cooper, the Parks director, 
and her staff for opening the building to us,” says Monica Relyea.  “It is a beautiful setting and 
we will, as a bonus, offer tours of the interior and the xeriscape plantings outside to our guests.” 
Then it is on to the gardens, opening at 10:00 am, where volunteer docents will welcome you. 

 
According to the HPVEC, the gardens featured on the tour range in style from the cottage 
gardens of a photographer and her husband, to estate gardens surrounding a manor built by 
iconic architects McKim, Mead & White for a niece of Fredrick and Louisa Vanderbilt.  This 
Vanderbilt estate started as a “storybook country farm” and includes remnants of outbuildings 
from the days when it was owned by Dr. Samuel Bard, also a gentleman farmer, and later, his 
sometime medical partner, Dr. David Hosack.  In reviving both traditions, the present owners —
former film editors who now supply local eateries with heirloom tomatoes — have blended a 
bold variety of perennials with old fashioned stand-bys, like hollyhocks, to edge their grand 
forested views.  The revived farm is nestled in the countryside within an historic Hyde Park 
hamlet, where the owners also grow various stone fruit trees for their own use.  The entire 
property is framed by woods and fields and paths, mowed into walkable lanes that eventually 
lead visitors to a large glorious field filled with wildflowers.  
 
To experience the refined portion of the tour, we encourage the reader to go to Twinfields, an 
1860’s clapboard farmhouse surrounded by many newly redone amenities.  The property 

features a new entrance way, 
rondel parking, porches, new 
walls and curved gardens that 
encircle the house.  The 10-acre 
property is situated in an idyllic 
spot — even the neighbor’s 
driveway is hidden from view 
behind an old Dutchess County 
stoned wall that seems to 
wander off to nowhere. Terraces 
make for easy walking among 
the plantings and make working 
among them “much more 
pleasant," one of the owners 
told me during a recent 
visit. Beyond a pool and pool 
house in the back is a double 

perennial garden inside an inconspicuous aluminum fence; all are framed by trees and woods. 
The garden is a joy to behold and the owners say they have avoided most common deer 
problems through the careful planting of fenced-in organic gardens.  In the course of Twinfields' 
ongoing transformation, a large retaining wall was built to the east of the pool area.  One 
particularly charming spot is a level garden room, called "Garden of Thyme," featuring a bench 
for peaceful contemplation.  There is so much more to delight visitors here, including a peony 
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collection, Allium in boxwood borders, Pyrecanthus espaliers, the liberal use of herbs beyond 
the standard herb garden, four varieties of Euphorbias and many more plants of interest.  Many 
of the flowering plants are planted to be friendly to bees.  Each aspect should be seen to be 
believed, experienced and appreciated! 

 

 
 

Michael Dupree, an eight-year chairman of the Hyde Park Planning Board and a former Master 
Gardener (Class of 2003), is the secretary of the committee.  I spoke with Michael about how 
the event and area gardens have evolved over the years.  “Our town no longer allows such 
shrubs as 'rosy glow' barberry and 'burning bush’ eounymous alatus, since both can be 
invasive.”  Through his Master Gardener experience and speaking to various garden clubs, 
Dupree has been able to share his wealth of knowledge.  “Gardening enthusiasts are a happy 
lot and it was a pleasure to speak on a variety of topics to people thirsting for data and eager to 
go outdoors and use it.  The Master Gardener program was a wonderful experience: I still use 
the techniques I learned to try to determine whether a disease is responsible for a tree or plant 
not thriving, or whether neighboring plants have crowded out all solar penetration.”  Dupree is 
currently on four other boards, including the Environment Committee, the Beatrix Farrand 
Garden Advisory, and two other community positions.  He says he only retired from the Master 
Gardener program because of all of these other volunteer responsibilities. 
 
The tour also features more compact plots that afford ample inspiration for suburban gardeners 
with a range of abilities.  One garden, for example, uses fieldstone walls to offset different beds 
of seasonal, perennial interest.  Monica Relyea notes that the owners have created and built it 
all on their own, inspiration for any DIY gardener among us. 

Twinfields
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As you might expect from a 45-year-old civic volunteer organization like The Visual Environment 
Committee, this fundraiser is an important part of the organization’s mission.  Funds from the 
event will continue to help HPVEC develop an appreciation for the town’s historic, scenic and 
natural resources.  They’ve already done so much good work, from restoring and rebuilding 
miles of Hyde Park’s stone walls, planting a sea of daffodils and perennials along Route 9 and 
Route 9G, and adding benches, a new lawn and planters to Pinewoods on the east side of 
Route 9.  Current projects include planting 16 new street trees a year along the Albany Post 
Road (Route 9), Hyde Park’s main thoroughfare.  The committee also encourages exceptional 
commercial and residential design, including environmentally sustainable “green” projects, 
through its biennial Beautification Awards Program. 
 
 
 

 
Become a Better Plant Shopper 

By Mary Nisley, Master Gardener Volunteer 

 
June may strike you as a strange time to write about buying plants. By now gardeners have 
purchased most of their 2013 plants. However, there are a few simple things you can do this 
summer to make shopping easier next spring. 

1. Know the type and variety name of each of your 
plants. It is not just a pink and yellow lantana. It 
could be Lantana camara “Ham-and-Eggs' or 
Lantana camara 'Luscious Tropical Fruit'. 

Similarly, it's not just a red cherry tomato. It could be 
Sweet Million, or Supersweet 100 or any of the other half-
dozen varieties offered by local nurseries and garden 
centers. 

2. Take note of where you planted each variety in 
your garden. You could simply place the nursery 
tag in the garden near the plant. Or you could 
sketch your garden and include the name of each 
variety on your garden map.  

3. Note how each variety performs in your garden. 
Be observant. Did that lantana thrive or barely 
survive? Was its color as expected? 

Did you enjoy the flavor of that cherry tomato? Was it sweet or would you prefer a more 
balanced flavor? Were the beefsteak tomatoes perfect for your Labor Day barbecue or would 
you prefer smaller fruit, more suitable for a small family?  

4. Record your observations. You could write them on your garden map, or in a notebook, 
or in a computer document. Then, next year, before shopping, review your notes. You 
may want to grow some plants again, while avoiding others. Create a 'buy' list and an 
'avoid' list and don't be afraid to take both lists along on shopping trips. 

Happy shopping! 
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Annual Master Gardener Plant Sale – Behind the Scenes. 
By Joyce Tomaselli, Interim Community Horticulture Educator 

 
First let me thank all our readers for making our Plant Sale a resounding success this year. 
We’ve held this sale for over 20 years. This was the best year ever!  

 
. 

 
 
 

Friday 9:55 am. The volunteers are ready, Shoppers are arriving. 

Friday10:05 am. Shopping! 
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Our greenhouse was filled with over 80 varieties of 
annuals and 70 of vegetables (including blight resistant 
tomatoes), 50 varieties of Coleus, other foliage   plants and 
many culinary herbs – a total of nearly 7000 plants. 
Outside the greenhouse we had nearly 400 different 
perennials, another 2200 plants.   
 

 
 
 
Although I’ve participated in several MG Plant Sales, first as a shopper then as a MG volunteer, 
until this year I had NO IDEA how much work went on behind the scenes, and how many 
volunteers were involved. For example: 

 Last autumn Coleus and other foliage plants were removed from the nursery bed and 
the Cuttings team started the propagation process which continued throughout the 
winter.  

 In January the Administration and Documentation teams started their planning.  

 Early April the heat was turned on and the Greenhouse team started seed sowing. 
Plants were watered daily, then potted-up as they got large enough.  

 Mid April perennial potting sessions started which included Research teams, Potting 
teams, Labeling teams and data entry for 
the plant sale lists.  

 Late May volunteers started collecting 
strawberry boxes at local stores.   

 Early May the sign creators, proofreaders, 
and assembly teams were in full swing.  

 The week of the sale was a constant buzz 
of activities: cleaning up the gardens; 
primping the plants; laying out the sale 
area; testing the cashier’s machines; 
pitching tents. 

 
At 7am on Friday morning of the sale, the Setup teams moved into action. All the plants in the 
greenhouse and all the potted perennials were moved – pot by pot, wagon after wagon - to their 
designated spot in the sales area.  
 
Greeters set up to welcome folks and answer questions. Sales Assistants positioned 
themselves to help with selections. The Cashier teams and Holding area teams settled in. At 
10am we opened to a line of eager customers. 
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During the two days of the sale alone, over 70 Master Gardener volunteers (and several family 
members) donated nearly 400 hours of their time and expertise to ensure the sale’s success. 
Amazing. 
 
Oh, remember the Coleus plants? Next week, mother plants of each variety will go back into the 
nursery beds to grow until autumn when the cutting cycle will resume for next year’s sale.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cart Pullers were available to move 
plants to cars although some 
insisted on moving their own.  
 

Care to guess how many plants 
were loaded into this Mini? Good 
thing there was no passenger! 

At 2pm on Saturday the Set-up 
team became the Clean-up team. 
Remaining plants were moved back 
to the greenhouse, tables returned, 
tents taken down. At 3pm the 
grounds were once again vacant.  
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WEBSITES TO VISIT  

 www.ccedutchess.org/gardening/ New CCEDC site. Check it out! 

 http://extension.umass.edu/landscape/fact-sheets/lily-leaf-beetle lily leaf beetle 

 http://www.nysipm.cornell.edu/whats_bugging_you/stinging_pests/  stinging pests 
 http://www.nysipm.cornell.edu/reports/ann_rpt/ar98/tom.asp  practical IPM for Tomatoes  

 http://ccedutchess.org/agriculture-horticulture/commercial-horticulture/farmers-markets-in-
dutchess-county.php  Listing of 2013 Farmers’ Markets  

 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Check out http://www.hvgardencalendar.com for more events 

 
June 2, the 7th Annual Bellefield Design Lecture,  2 PM,  Rick Darke - The Wild Garden,  
presented by the Beatrix Farrand Garden Association & the Landscape and Arboretum Program 
at Bard.  Lecture at the Henry A. Wallace Visitor Center at the Home of Franklin D. Roosevelt 
Historic Site and The Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum 4079 Albany Post 
Road, Hyde Park, NY. Garden Reception, Book Signing & Heirloom Plant Sale to follow in the 
Garden at Bellefield. Tickets are $35/$30 for Beatrix Farrand Garden Association members. For 
more info or to purchase tickets- http://www.beatrixfarrandgarden.org/events.html.  
 
June 9, Beacon Sloop Club Strawberry Festival, noon-5 pm, Beacon Riverfront Park, free. 
Master Gardeners will teach why some critters are good to have in a garden. Visitors will learn 
about butterflies and birds, and build grassy caterpillars and bird nesting material boxes. 
 
June 15, Mid-Hudson children’s Museum, Beneficial Garden Visitors: Critters Above and 
Below Ground 9:30am-11:30am.75 N. Water St. Poughkeepsie. CCEDC Master Gardeners will 
teach how and why some critters are good to have in a garden. In this hands-on session, 
museum visitors will learn about garden critters such as toads and frogs, build toad houses, and 
explore compost material with their fingers, with magnifying glasses, and with microscopes to 
discover critters living underground. Admission $7.50. For more information visit www.mhcm.org 
 
June 15, Garden Club of Amenia, 2 – 4PM, in the Amenia Town Hall auditorium, 4988 Route 
22, Amenia, NY.  There will be a presentation on roses with a garden viewing. Suggested 
donation is $5 which goes back to the residents of the town in the form of plant giveaways and 
public plantings in all 5 hamlets of Amenia. 
 
June 15, Hyde Park Visual Environment Committee, Hyde Park in Bloom Garden Tour, 
9am-4pm, beginning at the New York State Park Headquarters, 9 Old Post Road, Staatsburg  
The HPEV fundraiser presents a Tour of Gardens & Landscapes “The Rustic & the Refined”. 
Brunch 9am-11am. Gardens on the tour open 10am – 4pm.  Tickets are $35 in advance, $40 at 
the door and $30 for HPVEC members.  Children over 12 are welcome. For information contact: 
hpvecboard@gmail.com or call 845-229-5955. 
 
June 15, NEC Work Party at East West Bamboo Farm, 14 Yellow city road, Amenia, created 
by Dolores Holland. Her son Anthony Poveromo will lead visitors through extensive bamboo 
groves and discuss features, containment, maintenance and past experiences. Bring a cooler 
and snacks to share. Bring tools if you’d like to help with hand-on work and take home a 
bamboo. This is a retail nursery. Please email Larry Holland for more information or if you plan 
to attend at bamboolh@gmail.com 

http://www.ccedutchess.org/gardening/
https://by2prd0411.outlook.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=71PbzRG2QEepfQdAv9hJBIFckgKWMdAIiIxdWu1UNMdQt3cOOfqpG9c6W2MpIE5poE54gtZXRj0.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fextension.umass.edu%2flandscape%2ffact-sheets%2flily-leaf-beetle
http://www.nysipm.cornell.edu/whats_bugging_you/stinging_pests/
http://www.nysipm.cornell.edu/reports/ann_rpt/ar98/tom.asp
http://ccedutchess.org/agriculture-horticulture/commercial-horticulture/farmers-markets-in-dutchess-county.php
http://ccedutchess.org/agriculture-horticulture/commercial-horticulture/farmers-markets-in-dutchess-county.php
http://www.hvgardencalendar.com/
http://www.beatrixfarrandgarden.org/events.html
http://www.mhcm.org/
mailto:hpvecboard@gmail.com
mailto:bamboolh@gmail.com


 

June 2013  Page 9 
 

Need Soil pH Testing? 
Need Lawn or Plant Diagnosis? 

Need Insect or Plant Identification? 
Have any gardening questions? 

 

ENING QUESTIONS 
Need Soil pH Testing? 

Need Lawn or Plant Diagnosis? 
Need Insect or Plant Identification? 

Have any gardening questions? 
 

 

 
June 16, Frederick W. Vanderbilt Garden Association Interpretive Tours, 1-4pm, Vanderbilt 
Mansion National Historic Site on Route 9 in Hyde Park. Tours of the formal gardens (weather 
permitting) by volunteers discussing the history of the gardens and the mission of the Vanderbilt 
Garden Association to rehabilitate and maintain the plants, shrubs, trees, and statuary in the 
gardens as they were in the 1930’s just prior to Mr. Vanderbilt’s death. Discussion of current 
projects: renovation of the “Cherry Walk and replanting of the rose garden terraces. The 1875 
Toolhouse building will also be open with Vanderbilt-era photographs. Free to the public. 
Visitors should park in the Visitor Center parking lot, and walk down the gravel path from the 
Mansion to the gardens. For further information, e-mail info@vanderbiltgarden.org or visit 
http://www.vanderbiltgarden.org or call 845-229-6432. Tours will also be held July 21, August 
18, September 15 and October 20. 
 
June 22, Hawthorne Valley’s Backyard Biodynamics, Say Cheese: Take Home Mozzarella 
noon – 3 pm, Join Hawthorne Valley Farm's cheesemaker Peter Kindel to for hands-on 
cheesemaking. Learn the science and art of turning fresh milk into fabulous curds, and take 
home your own fresh mozzarella. Workshop fee is $65. Space is very limited for this special 
workshop; please register in advance. $20 deposit required. For more information or to register 
call 518-672-7500 ext 232 or mail learningcenter@hawthornevalleyfarm.org or visit 
www.hawthornevalleyfarm.org 

 
June 29, Hawthorne Valley’s Backyard Biodynamics, Summer Herbs Workshop: Healing 
Balms for Bites, Stings, and Rashes, 10am-3 pm. Certified herbalist Margo Mullein will 
discuss natural ways in which we can work with plants to calm the calamities of common stings, 
bites, burns, and rashes - including Poison Ivy! Learn to transform herbs into practical, helpful 
products. Designed for the sprouting as well as the established herbalist. Workshop fee is $55. 
For more information or to register call 518-672-7500 ext 231 or mail 
learningcenter@hawthornevalleyfarm.org or visit www.hawthornevalleyfarm.org 

 
July 13, Garden Club of Amenia, Hidden Gardens of Amenia Tour 10 – 4pm, rain or shine. 
Tickets $20 at the Town Hall Parking lot, 4988 Rte 22, Amenia the day of the event. No pets 
please.  All proceeds from the tour go back to the residents of the town in the form of plant 
giveaways and public plantings in all 5 hamlets of Amenia. 
 
July 13, 2013, Hudson Valley Iris and Daylily Society daylily exhibit, 1-5pm, Poughkeepsie 
Galleria center court, free. Featuring beautiful daylilies from members’ gardens, many of which 
will be included in the annual sale at the Poughkeepsie Galleria on August 24 - 25. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Horticulture Hotline, (845) 677-5067 is now open for the season. Samples for 
identification or diagnosis can be submitted all year long. Visit our Horticulture Diagnostic Lab 
website for reliable resources and information on our services. 

mailto:info@vanderbiltgarden.org
http://www.vanderbiltgarden.org/
mailto:learningcenter@hawthornevalleyfarm.org
http://www.hawthornevalleyfarm.org/
mailto:learningcenter@hawthornevalleyfarm.org
http://www.hawthornevalleyfarm.org/
http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/community-horticulture/horticulture-diagnostic-lab-hotline.php
http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/community-horticulture/horticulture-diagnostic-lab-hotline.php
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PLANT ID QUIZ 
 

 

                             
 
Answer to last month’s plant ID is Amelanchier 
arborea, of the Rosaceae (Rose) Family also 
known as Shad Bush. When the bush blooms 
in spring it can signal the arrival of shad flies 
(or may flies), and shad fish in the Hudson.  

 
When this plant blooms in spring, it easily 
earns its common name. The rest of the 
summer its growth characteristics are less 
remarkable. 

              
  
 
Websites mentioned in Dutchess Dirt are provided as a courtesy to our readers. Mention of 
these websites does not imply endorsement by Cornell University, Cornell Cooperative 
Extension or by the author.  
 
HELP SPREAD THE DIRT! Please forward a copy to anyone you think might be interested. To 
be added or removed from our e-mail list, or submit upcoming gardening events, contact Nancy 
Halas at nh26@cornell.edu, www.ccedutchess.org.  
 

 

 

  

 

Cornell Cooperative Extension Dutchess County provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

The programs provided by this agency are partially funded by monies received from the County of Dutchess 

mailto:nh26@cornell.edu
http://www.ccedutchess.org/

