
n  Maintain the County’s 
valuable farmland in active 
agricultural use.

n  Increase the financial 
success and stability of farm 
operations. 

n  Integrate agricultural economic development 
into County economic strategies.

n  Increase public recognition of the value of 
agriculture and farmland, and develop a better 
understanding of farm issues by non-farmers.

n  Attract new entrepreneurs and younger 
households to farming ventures and assist this next 
generation of farmers.

Growing 
Agriculture in 

Sullivan County
Highlights from the  

2014 Agriculture & Farmland  
Protection Plan 

 
OUR

GOALS:

Building Capacity,  
Organization and  

Collaboration
n

Agricultural Business  
Retention  

and Expansion Program
n

Agri-tourism Enhancement 
n

New/Young Farmer Program
n

Value-Added and Diversification
n

Buy Local Promotion

OUR
STRATEGIES:

The Vision for Agriculture in 
Sullivan County
The Sullivan County Agricultural & Farmland Protection Plan 
envisions a future where agriculture remains a top economic 
driver for the County, promotion and enhancement of 
agriculture is an economic priority, there are supportive 
programs and policies in place, and our farms are financially 
successful; a future where the public is educated about and 
appreciative of the role and importance of local agriculture; 
and a future where farmland is accessible to new and 
young farmers, and farming offers a stable and viable career 
opportunity for the next generation.  

For more information on the Plan contact:
Sullivan County Division of Planning & 
Environmental Management
845-807-0527
planning @co.sullivan.ny.us
http://co.sullivan.ny.us



    Sullivan County 
Agriculture:

n   Approximately 9% of land in Sullivan County is in farming: 
53,859 acres, valued at approximately $200 million. 

n  Sales from agricultural industries, including production, 
support services, and value-added manufacturing, totaled 
$741.1 million in 2012, with agricultural labor income at 
$63.4 million.

n   Livestock, poultry and dairy account for over 90% of the  
County’s agricultural economic output. Sullivan County is 
ranked 3rd in NYS in production of poultry and eggs.

n   Direct-to-Consumer sales in Sullivan County have grown 
steadily since 2007.

n   Vegetable, grain and fruit production and sales also continue 
to grow, and horse and beef sales have increased substantially 
over the past few years. 

Sullivan County Agriculture:
A Snapshot

Inside Panels 2-3:
• Banner Title: Agriculture and our Economy
• Sub-Title: 16% of Sullivan County’s Economic Output
• Text for these panels:

Farms & Taxes
n  According to the American Farmland Trust, farms generate 
more in tax revenues than they receive back in public services. 
For every $1.00 brought in by property taxes in Sullivan County, 
it cost less than $0.50 to provide services for farmland, while 
services to residential tax payers costs much more than $1.00.

n Property taxes on both a per acre and per $1,000 basis are 
lower in Sullivan County than those in neighboring Orange and 
Ulster.  

Why support local agriculture?
Sullivan County farms provide access to fresh, healthy foods. They 
contribute significantly to the local economy and support related 
non-farm businesses, such as feed and equipment suppliers. They 
help keep property taxes down as municipal services required 
by agricultural land uses cost less than what they generate in 
property tax revenues. And they contribute to the County’s scenic 
landscapes and rural character, as well as provide open spaces 
and wildlife habitats — all of which are essential to the quality 
of life here that’s so highly valued by residents and visitors. 
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Market Value of Agricultural Sales
in Sullivan CountySullivan County first developed an Agricultural and Farmland 

Protection Plan in 1999 and adopted an update at the end of 
2014. The new Plan  evaluates the current state of agriculture in 
the County, and reports some good news: after a long period of 
steady decline, losses in the number of farms and the amount of 
acreage in production appear to have stablilized.  There are even 
signs of modest growth.  The updated Sullivan County Agricultural 
and Farmland Protection Plan lays out a vision for keeping 
agriculture a key part of our economy and identity, and details a 
set of goals, strategies and priorities for realizing that vision. 
 It was prepared in part by a grant from the NYS Department of 
Agriculture and Markets, and is available on the Sullivan County 
website along with an action plan for implementation and other 
resources. www.co.sullivan.ny.us/Departments/DepartmentsNZ/
PlanningandEnvironmentalManagement/AgriculturalProtection/
tabid/3257/Default.aspxtabid/3257/Default.aspx

2012 Agriculture Census

Planning for Agriculture  
in Sullivan County 


