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THROUGH THE HEDGEROW:  A GARDEN OF SURPRISES 

By Sue Grumet, Master Gardener Volunteer 
 

While traveling down the tree-lined roads of Salt Point, you may come across a lovely circa 
1860's Victorian farmhouse hidden among ferns and towering pines.  Like many of the homes 
found along this stretch, this house seems to beckon 
you, its wide welcoming porches inviting you to 
come in and relax.  There is something about the 
way this house settles into the landscape that 
makes it feel as though these trees and shrubs are 
an extension of the architecture itself.  It is a quiet 
and serene setting.  The two full length porches are 
bordered by lovely naturalistic plantings, and except 
for a few cheerful cosmos lining the gravel driveway, 
there is no indication to the passer-by of what 
horticultural surprises might lie within.  It is only 
when you walk up to the side entranceway with its 
wide stone pavers, that this riot of color catches your peripheral vision and you are swept in, like 
Alice through the looking glass, into the magic of this wonderful garden. 
 
At the time of my visit in early August, the large perennial border was ablaze with blooming pink, 
purple and white phlox, clear blue salvias, galtonias, agastache and Casa Blanca lilies.  The 

sheer abundance of plants, flowers, textures, and leaf 
structures are incredibly beautiful, and you are not 
quite sure where you would like to look first.  As with 
the naturalistic plantings in the front of the property, 
this area also seems to blend seamlessly into the 
landscape, as if it has always been there.  The look 
seems so effortless, yet how was all this 
accomplished? 
 
When the homeowners bought this property in 1971 
there was nothing around the house except for a few 
large trees and a somewhat battered lawn.  The 

driveway ran straight through the center of the property, sidling up to the house on its way to the 
barn in the back.  Realizing that their landscape needed the experienced eye of an expert to 
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guide them, the home-owners wisely commissioned Tim Steinhoff, designer of the renovated 
gardens at Locust Grove, to work his magic here.  He was ready for the challenge.  
 
His first order of business was to re-position the driveway away from the house to allow more 
space for the proposed perennial borders.  Rather than running in a straight line, the driveway 
now curves gently toward the barn, allowing small trees, shrubs, and plants to be sited along the 
route as one moves down the road.  Amendments were added to the sparse soil to insure that 
the new perennial beds would have plenty of nourishment on their way to maturity.   

Today, thirty plus years later, this 
perennial border is the star 
attraction, catching your eye and 
holding it as you step up to the 
side entrance of the house.  These 
borders are quite wide, with a 
variety of flowers for every 
season.  Volunteer seedlings are 
encouraged to have their way 
here, and you will find verbena 
bonariensis (among others) 
growing through the gravel by the 
pathways.  The look is one of an 
exuberant English cottage garden, 
bursting at the seams with 
abundance and color.  Located at 
the very end of this large border is 
a custom made curving bench 

which sits, like a punctuation point, at the ideal spot to take in all the beauty that surrounds it. 
 
 
But wait, there is more.  Leading around and behind the barns is an arbor pathway that beckons 
you toward the frog pond.  This is no ordinary pond either, but rather a small lake complete with 
green herons, ducks, and an 
occasional bald eagle.  The 
rustic plantings around this 
waterway are filled with 
grasses, reeds, rocks, and a 
grouping of  Adirondack 
chairs, all adding to the charm 
of this very peaceful place. 
But the most delightful 
surprise of all is contained in 
the gazebo that is parked in 
the water at the edge of the 
pond.  This decorative shelter 
is cleverly equipped with an 
electric motor underneath its 
floorboards that enables it to 
cruise around the pond 
(without a sound!) to 
whatever location is desired. 
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Like all gardens that have been around for a while, there are always new projects and tweaks of 
current designs.  And since nature is always changing things (storms, tree damage, and 
invasive plant diseases) the garden must adapt and change also.  The owner reports that Tim 
still comes by occasionally and 
together they appraise what is working 
in the garden and what needs to be 
improved.  They are starting to 
incorporate more blooming shrubs into 
the landscape and borders, not only to 
add texture and interest, but to reduce 
maintenance as well.  The owner is 
also planning to install a lotus garden 
into one of her smaller bog ponds (a 
dream project of hers) for next 
spring.  And recently, inspired by a 
book that she read, she has been 
experimenting with Asian bonsai 
techniques on several of her larger 
evergreen shrubs, rendering them into 
light and airy sculptures from large 
green balls. 
 
The truth of the matter is that as gardeners, our work and pleasure in creating new and 
surprising horticultural experiences is a never-ending quest, one that we will hopefully never tire 
of.  As Thomas Jefferson said, "Though an old man, I am but a young gardener" 
 
May it always be so - Happy gardening 

 
Mistaken Identity in the Garden 

By Mary Nisley, Master Gardener Volunteer 
 

“Will Neem hurt ladybugs?” This question, asked by my neighbor at the community gardens in 
early August, raised my suspicions: I've 
seldom seen more than a single lady bug at a 
time in my garden.  
 
“What plants are you spraying?” 
 
“Beans. Something is eating them.” 
 
“Those are not beneficial ladybugs. They are 
Mexican Bean Beetles, the vegetarian 
cousins of ladybugs.” Ladybugs are 
carnivores, ferocious predators of aphids, 
while MBBs dine chiefly on bean plants with 
snap and lima beans being favorites. 
This is a common case of mistaken identity.  

Mexican Bean Beetles
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The gardener protects the MBB thinking it is a good ladybug and the MBB repays them by 
eating bean leaves and laying dozens of yellow eggs on the undersides. The eggs hatch into 
spiny yellow larva which feed unseen until there is very little foliage remaining. 

 
All gardeners should learn to identify Mexican 
Bean Beetles. Your first clue is their location – a 
bean plant. MBBs are the same size and shape 
as common ladybugs but their color and spot 
patterns are different. The color of the new adult 
MBB is a pale orange with 16 black spots. As 
they age adults darken to an orange-brown color 
and then to copper. 

 
The first line of defense is to hand pick adults, dropping them into jar of soapy water. Next scan 
the undersides of the bean leaves, smashing egg masses, and brushing larvae into the jar. A 
floating row cover works very well to protect growing bean plants, but it becomes a nuisance 
during harvest when the cover must be removed to pick beans and a MBB is likely to fly in while 
the plants are uncovered. 
 
Visit the Lost Ladybug Project  for help identifying the many species of ladybugs. Also the 
University of Florida has an excellent fact sheet for Mexican Bean Beetles at   

 
What’s wrong with my tomato plants? Is it late blight?  

By Joyce Tomaselli, Interim Community Horticulture Educator 
 

A few weeks ago Master Gardener volunteers staffed an Information Booth at the Dutchess 
County Fair and answered gardening questions from several 
hundred visitors. Many asked questions about their tomato 
plants, especially about late blight.   

Late blight is a serious disease affecting both tomatoes and 
potatoes; it is caused by the pathogen Phytophthora infestans, 
the cause of Europe’s potato famine in the 1840s and recently 
has affected tomatoes in New York. Since it is such a concern, 
whenever it’s confirmed in a specific county the occurrence is 
tracked by USAblight at www.usablight.org. To date Ulster, 
Columbia, Westchester and Litchfield counties have reported late blight, but not Dutchess. 

The pathogen comes most commonly from infected potato seed tubers or overwintering potato 
tubers, from spores moved by wind (within 30 miles) or from infected tomato seedlings grown in 
an area where late blight was active.  

If indeed your tomato plants have late blight, you should promptly destroy the affected plants to 
minimize the potential for spores to be spread to other plantings. Plants can be bagged or 
covered with a tarp and then left for a few days in a sunny spot so heat will build up inside and 
kill the plants before they are put out with trash. They can also be buried. The pathogen 
survives on living host plant tissue and does not survive the winter but diseased plant material in 
general should not be added to a compost pile.  Anyone growing potatoes should dig them 
ASAP, before they have a chance to get infected.  

 Bug Lady Mexican Bean Beetle 

http://www.lostladybug.org/
http://entnemdept.ufl.edu/creatures/veg/bean/mexican_bean_beetle.htm
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As we discussed symptoms with the Fair visitors, we usually determined that their plants were 
showing the effects of either Septoria leaf spot which 
is characterized by small dark spots with a tan center, 
or early blight which displays a concentric ring 
pattern. CCE of Suffolk County has produced useful 
Late Blight and Late Blight Imitators fact sheets. 
Cornell’s IPM site also provides information on Late 
Blight: A Serious Disease of Potatoes and Tomatoes  

 
WEBSITES TO VISIT  

• Late Blight and Late Blight Imitators fact sheets. 
• Cornell Vegetable MD online: Keys for Identifying Vegetable Disease - Cucurbit and 

Tomato Key 
• Cornell Disease Fact Sheets by Crop 
• Cornell Managing Insect Pests in Gardens 
• Cornell Insect Diagnostic Fact Sheets 
• Cornell IPM for Grapes 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

Check out http://www.hvgardencalendar.com for more events 
 
September 8, the Hudson Valley Iris & Daylily Society will host a lecture by Kathryn Mohr 
on Historical Iris and Daylilies at the Marlboro Free Library on Route 9W in Marlboro at 
2:00pm. Kathryn is a member of the Albany Iris Society and Albany Daylily Society and grows 
both. Kathryn will be bringing historical plants for door prizes.  We begin gathering at 1:30 to set 
up for the meeting and socialize with snacks and beverages. The meeting begins at 2 with a 
short business meeting followed immediately by the lecture.  The event is free and open to the 
public. 
 
September 10, Verplanck Garden Club Monthly Meeting, 7:00 – 8:15 pm. Fishkill Town Hall 
Lower Level, 807 Route 52, Fishkill, NY. The public is invited to attend the program portion of 
the monthly meeting. The Club will present a special program about James F. Brown, master 
gardener for the Mount Gulian Estate in the 1800's.  Elaine Hayes, Executive Director of Mount 
Gulian Historic Site, will talk about Mr. Brown and show the film "Cultivating Freedom:  From 
Slave to Citizen".  This is a free program. Light refreshments will be served.  For more 
information, email verplanckgardenclub@yahoo.com 
 
September 12, Composting for the Home & Community Gardener, 7-8:30 pm, Adriance 
Memorial Library, 93 Market St. Poughkeepsie, sponsored by The Poughkeepsie Farm Project. 
Workshop participants will learn about the types of compost systems and how to determine 
which would work best for them. They will also learn about vermicomposting (composting with 
worms) and make their own vermicomposting kits to take home. Registration begins September 
1st. Call 845-485-3445 or register online at http://poklib.org/programs. 
 
September 21, The FW Vanderbilt Garden Association Fall Festival Plant Sale from 9 AM 
to 4 PM, rain or shine, on the grounds of the Vanderbilt Mansion National Historic Site on Route 
9 in Hyde Park. Among the items featured for sale will be hardy mums, hardy asters, flowering 
kale, flowering cabbage, ornamental peppers, ornamental millet, and fall wreaths. There will 
also be a variety of perennials including anemones, and some house plants. For further 

http://www.longislandhort.cornell.edu/vegpath/photos/lateblight_tomato.htm
http://www.longislandhort.cornell.edu/vegpath/photos/diagnose.htm
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&ved=0CDcQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fnysipm.cornell.edu%2Fpublications%2Fblight%2F&ei=deQlUtj3JeWiigLm24GYBQ&usg=AFQjCNHsnyewcRwNzStoE3SHi3-1Igtbcg
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&ved=0CDcQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fnysipm.cornell.edu%2Fpublications%2Fblight%2F&ei=deQlUtj3JeWiigLm24GYBQ&usg=AFQjCNHsnyewcRwNzStoE3SHi3-1Igtbcg
http://www.longislandhort.cornell.edu/vegpath/photos/lateblight_tomato.htm
http://www.longislandhort.cornell.edu/vegpath/photos/diagnose.htm
http://vegetablemdonline.ppath.cornell.edu/diagnostickeys/keypage.html
http://vegetablemdonline.ppath.cornell.edu/diagnostickeys/keypage.html
http://vegetablemdonline.ppath.cornell.edu/cropindex.htm
http://www.gardening.cornell.edu/homegardening/scene9deb.html
http://entomology.cornell.edu/extension/idl/idlfactsheetlist.cfm
http://www.nysipm.cornell.edu/publications/grapeman/
http://www.hvgardencalendar.com/
https://by2prd0411.outlook.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=KHZX54O9nE-H5w2RsU7AkH_lR606fNAIexXeizHFqJRVkXK2QpcaX-hcEU-zqt04kL9kXHv9Ts4.&URL=mailto%3averplanckgardenclub%40yahoo.com
http://poklib.org/programs
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information, e-mail info@vanderbiltgarden.org or visit our website at 
http://www.vanderbiltgarden.org or call 845-229-6432. 
  
September 25, The Rhinebeck Garden Club will meet at SUNY Ulster Campus, Stone 
Ridge, NY, 10am at the Xeriscape Garden for a tour led by a Master Gardener from the Cornell 
Cooperative Extension of Ulster County. Guests are welcome: $5 fee. Business meeting to 
follow for members only.  Contact: Brenda Brockett@914-475-3502 
 
October 5, White Flower Farm's nursery manager Barbara Pierson, will be speaking at 
Noble Horizons in Salisbury, CT, at 1 p.m.  Her topic is "The Best Bulbs for Fall Planting."  Call 
Caroline Burchfield at 860-435-9851 x 190 to register.  See http://www.noblehorizons.org/ for 
more information. 
 
The FW Vanderbilt Garden Association has a Fall Online Bulb Fundraiser through Flower 
Power. Click here to see the beautiful bulbs that are available then click on the "Shop Now" 
button to see several more pages of selections. FWVGA receives 50% of the profits to support 
the garden.  
 

 
 

PLANT ID QUIZ 
 
 

              
 
The Amrican Hazelnut Corylus americana  dis 
a hardy native shrub growing in sun or partial 
shade. Its nuts are tasty treat for people and 
deer, fox, squirrels, mice, and many birds. A 
week after this photo was taken, all the nuts 
had been eaten (and not by the photographer). 
 
 
 

 
Leaves of three, let it be? Not always. Can 
you identify this plant?  

https://by2prd0411.outlook.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=KHZX54O9nE-H5w2RsU7AkH_lR606fNAIexXeizHFqJRVkXK2QpcaX-hcEU-zqt04kL9kXHv9Ts4.&URL=mailto%3ainfo%40vanderbiltgarden.org
https://by2prd0411.outlook.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=KHZX54O9nE-H5w2RsU7AkH_lR606fNAIexXeizHFqJRVkXK2QpcaX-hcEU-zqt04kL9kXHv9Ts4.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.vanderbiltgarden.org
https://by2prd0411.outlook.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=KHZX54O9nE-H5w2RsU7AkH_lR606fNAIexXeizHFqJRVkXK2QpcaX-hcEU-zqt04kL9kXHv9Ts4.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.noblehorizons.org%2f
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Need Soil pH Testing? Need Lawn or Plant Diagnosis? 
Have any gardening questions? 

 
 
The Horticulture Hotline, (845) 677-5067 is open for the season. Samples for identification or 
diagnosis can be submitted all year long. Visit our Horticulture Diagnostic Lab website for 
reliable resources and information on our services. 
 
HELP SPREAD THE DIRT! Please forward a copy to anyone you think might be interested. To 
be added or removed from our e-mail list, or submit upcoming gardening events, contact Nancy 
Halas at nh26@cornell.edu, www.ccedutchess.org.  

 

 
 

Cornell Cooperative Extension Dutchess County provides equal program and employment opportunities. 
The programs provided by this agency are partially funded by monies received from the County of Dutchess 

Cornell Cooperative Extension has been serving Dutchess County for 100 years.  
 

We have an interesting display of historical photos and memorabilia to commemorate  
our Centennial. These items will be exhibited as part of our Centennial Celebration at our 
Open House and Chicken BBQ (Sept. 20th) and the Annual Meeting (Oct. 23rd).  
 
To purchase BBQ tickets or for more information, call Nancy at 845-677-8223 x115 or go 
to our website at: www.ccedutchess.org 

http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/community-horticulture/horticulture-diagnostic-lab-hotline.php
mailto:nh26@cornell.edu
http://www.ccedutchess.org/
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