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Did You Like That Tomato?  
By Mary Nisley, Master Gardener Volunteer 

 
We ran this article in last month’s Dutchess Dirt, and thank those who provided feedback but 
would like to hear from more of you.  

Last spring there were seven tomato varieties new to the Master Gardener Plant Sale. Many 
Dutchess Dirt readers bought, or wanted to buy, one or more of these varieties. If you bought 
one did you like it enough to grow it again?  Or do you want to buy one of these varieties next 
year even though you didn't get one this year? Some of these varieties sold out quickly. We 
want this information to help us plan the tomatoes for our next plant sale. 

Please Click on this link to take our short survey.  For each variety, we ask if you grew it, and 
if you want to grow it next year. By taking this survey, you can help us choose the varieties for 
the next MG plant sale and the number of plants to grow. Thanks! 

The varieties resistant to late blight were:  

 Defiant – a determinate type producing 4 ounce 
tomatoes, 

 Mountain Magic – an indeterminate type 
producing clusters of sweet, two oz. tomatoes, 

 Jasper – an indeterminate type producing 
clusters of tiny, sweet cherry tomatoes. 
 

Our other new varieties were heirlooms: 

 Silvery Fir Tree – a compact, determinate type 
with distinctive, ferny foliage producing early 2-
3” tomatoes with a tangy taste, 

 Stupice – an indeterminate, potato-leaved variety  
producing early 2” fruit, 

 Watermelon Beefsteak – a main season variety  

 producing tomatoes of a pound or more, 

 Prudens Purple – another main season variety producing 10-16 oz. fruits on potato-
leaved indeterminate plants. 

 

Some of Mary’s harvest on Oct 15:  
Jasper - the tiny cherries in the middle, 
Mountain Magic - the mid-sized 
tomatoes, and Defiant - the 3 largest. 

https://cornell.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_eDI2Tj4QmPVfTNP
http://marysveggiegarden.files.wordpress.com/2013/10/oct-tomaotes-dsc02577.jpg
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THROUGH THE HEDGEROW: 
HOLIDAY FUN AT BOSCOBEL 

By Sue Grumet, Master Gardener Volunteer 

 
The darkest days of the year are fast approaching as we move closer to the winter solstice.  As 
the days become shorter and the sunlight shines less intently on us, we tend to seek out light 
and warmth - be it in the riot of holiday decorations or the comfort of a roaring fire.  Being a 
gardener and a “summer person” myself, this is not usually my favorite time of year, but one of 
the most reassuring poems for this season has always inspired me to think of the glass as half 
full.  It was written by Oliver Herford in the nineteenth century and is titled: I Heard a Bird Sing: 
 

I heard a bird sing 
In the dark of December 

A magical thing 
And sweet to remember 

 
“We are nearer to Spring 

Than we were in September” 
I heard a bird sing 

In the dark of December 
 

So let us take heart that although it may be bitter outside, we are indeed closer to spring.  The 
best approach to the cold weather, I’ve found, is to embrace the joys of the season and power 
through until the crocuses bloom once more.  
 
There are many diversions to see you through winter in the Hudson River Valley, and one that 
should not be missed this year is the schedule of December events at Boscobel.  For those of 
you not familiar with this wonderful treasure, Boscobel is a lovely and elegant Federal period 
mansion museum located in Garrison, New York.  
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The house overlooks the Hudson River and has breathtaking views of Constitution Marsh and 
West Point.  Remarkably, this residence, which was built between1804-1808, was once located 
down the river fifteen miles to the south in Montrose.  It was only through the swift actions of 
historical preservationists that it was rescued from demolition in 1955 and moved (in pieces) to 
its present site.  Called “the most beautiful house in America” by Governor Nelson Rockefeller in 
1961, Boscobel is indeed one of the crown jewels to be found along the banks of the Hudson 
River. 
 
The architecture is considered to be one of the finest examples of the Federal period in North 
America, and the house’s 
collection of furniture and 
decorative arts rival those found 
in major museums.  All formal 
rooms contain historically 
accurate pieces, many from 
original owner States Dyckman’s 
personal collections.  The 
gardens, located throughout the 
60 acres of grounds, have lovely 
structure in the winter, although 
you might want to return again in 
the summer to see them in all 
their glory.  There is an exquisite 
rose garden, orangery, herb 
garden, and pond, all surrounded 
by lovely trails that take you 
through the surrounding 
woodland.  Gazebos abound, and all offer amazing river views which are even more beautiful 
with a dusting of snow. 
 
The house is wonderfully decked out for the holidays, and guided tours are available on most 
weekend days and evenings leading up to the New Year.  The newest attraction this year is 
Boscobel’s “SPARKLE – Nights of 10,000 Lights”, which features a series of evening events 

that showcase thousands of lights 
and luminous displays throughout 
the grounds and gardens. After 
walking through the candlelit paths 
with a hot cup of cocoa, you might 
want to warm up with a twilight tour 
of the mansion.  Events on this 
year’s schedule include visits with 
Mr. & Mrs. Claus in the Sparkle 
Garden, as well as holiday 
concerts by Manhattanville 
College’s all female a cappella 
group.  Behind the museum (on 
selected nights) there will be ice 
carving demonstrations with John 
Hedbavny, recipient of the 2012 

Knickerbocker Ice Festival Sculpting Contest. The Katonah Hand Bell Choir will also be 
performing indoors, as will 19th century costumed performer Thaddeus MacGregor.  And not to 
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be missed on December 20th and 21st is The Tagkhanic Chorale, who will be singing beautiful 
and classical music to usher in the holidays.  On December 6th and 21st the Snow Queen Stilt 
Walker will make her rounds and will happily pose for photos with guests.  There will also be 
surprise appearances of the Horseback Winter Rider - a delight for both children and adults 
alike. 
 
And to help fuel up in the cold, there will be chili, soup, hot sandwiches, and hot dogs available 
for purchase on the grounds as well as hot cocoa, cider, and coffee.  Be sure to check out the 
schedule of Boscobel’s December events and exhibitions at www.boscobel.org., since each 
weekend features something different.  The estate also hosts the Hudson Valley Shakespeare 
Festival in the summer months, where productions are performed under a tent with the beautiful 
Hudson Highlands as the background. 
 
Yes, winter can sometimes be a drag, but with all the options available at Boscobel this year, 
you just might forget about it for a while.   
 
Wishing you and yours a wonderful holiday season! 
 
Photos courtesy of Boscobel   

 
 

Too Long in the Ground 
By Mary Nisley, Master Gardener Volunteer 

 
Gardeners know how important it is to harvest tomatoes at the right time. A tomato will continue 
to ripen and soften, possibly split in a rain storm, fall from the vine and be damaged. There is a 
best time to harvest and after that quality starts to deteriorate. 
 
But what about root vegetables? They don't ripen. So what happens when roots are not 
harvested? The answer depends on the vegetable type and growing conditions. 
 
Last spring I planted carrots on May 20 and again June 25. These carrots, a variety called Yaya, 
are ready in about 60 days and I harvested from both plantings summer into fall. In mid-
November I pulled all the carrots remaining in the garden. The carrots planted earlier grew 
about 5 1/2 months and the later planting 4 1/2 months. Both were in the ground considerably 
longer than their two months to maturity. 
 
What happened? Rainfall was excellent in July and August and I harvest every second carrot so 
the remaining carrots had plenty of water and space to grow. They grew to fill all the space 
available and some got huge. They probably grew very little in the last six weeks, after the 
weather cooled, the days got short and drought 
arrived. 
 
Eventually carrots split and forked. The June 
planting had some split carrots but very little 
forking. About 20% of the May planting was split 
or forked. There were also some carrots with 
insect damage in the early planting, but I was surprised how little insect damage I found. Other 
years, with different varieties, there's been a lot more insect damage. 

http://www.boscobel.org/
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As I harvested I noticed a pattern: many of the split carrots had additional damage that looked 
like nibbling by a small rodent. I didn't find any nibbling on carrots without splits. I figure the 
scent of a freshly split carrot was attracting 
rodents to a feast. 
 
The damaged carrots are edible - simply slice 
away the damaged portion. We enjoyed this 15 
ounce monstrosity one leg at a time for several 
lunches. Not only was it forked, split, and 
nibbled, it was also crisp, juicy, tender, and 
sweet. 
 
My experience this year says late June and early 
July is a good time to plant carrots for fall 
harvest and winter storage in a root cellar. 
. 
    
 

              
WEBSITES TO VISIT  

 Cornell Lab of Ornithology 

 Project Feederwatch 

 Mary Nisley’s blog 

 Winter Storage of Geranium, Canna, Gladiolus, Caladium and Begonia 

 Evict and Exile Mice from your Home 

 Home Composting Basics 

 Small Scale Composting  

 Cornell Storage Guidelines For Fruits & Vegetables 

 Brown Marmorated Stink Bug Management  

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Check out http://www.hvgardencalendar.com for more events 

 
 
 
 

DUTCHESS COUNTY CHRISTMAS TREE DIRECTORY 
 

For those looking for a Christmas tree, we have posted the 2013 
Christmas Tree Directory on our website. It is a list of Dutchess 
County Christmas tree farms. It includes details on the different types 
of trees offered, as well as information on how to properly care for 
them. The real vs. fake tree debate is ongoing but the majority of 
experts agree that real is better for the environment. Check out this 
Nature Conservancy video on some of the benefits of purchasing a 
real tree.   
 

 

 

http://www.allaboutbirds.org/
http://feederwatch.org/
file://CCEDCSVR/H/Datacah/Documents/Dutchess%20Dirt/2013/Marysveggiegarden.wordpress.com
http://www.hort.purdue.edu/ext/HO-085.pdf
http://www.nysipm.cornell.edu/publications/evictmice/inspect.asp
http://cwmi.css.cornell.edu/compostbrochure.pdf
http://cwmi.css.cornell.edu/composting.htm#smallcomposting
http://www.gardening.cornell.edu/factsheets/vegetables/storage.pdf
http://nysipm.cornell.edu/factsheets/buildings/BMSB_FS.pdf
http://www.hvgardencalendar.com/
http://ccedutchess.org/agriculture-horticulture/update-detail.php?update=2013-11-18-2013-christmas-tree-directory-for-dutchess-county
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ivgscwOCoeI&feature=youtu.be
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MASTER GARDENER PLANT SALE GIFT CERTIFICATES 
A Great Holiday Gift Idea for Gardeners! 

 

Gift certificates are now available for our Master Gardener 

Plant Sale on May 16 & 17, 2014. Our plant sale features a 

wonderful selection of healthy annuals (flowering and foliage), 

perennials, vegetables and herbs. All plants are grown by our 

Master Gardener volunteers. We offer personal service! 

Volunteers will be available during the plant sale to answer 

gardening questions, to help make plant selections and to help 

bring plants to cars if needed.  

 

These certificates are a welcome gift for any gardener! 

Certificates may be purchased for any amount and are not redeemable for cash.  

 

We depend on the continued success of the plant sale to continue our educational 

programming. Your support is needed and greatly appreciated!  

 

To purchase a Master Gardener Plant Sale gift certificate, please contact Nancy Halas by e-mail 

nh26@cornell.edu or by calling 845-677-8223 x 115. (Please contact Nancy before stopping by 

our office). Visa, MC, checks and cash accepted. 
 

 

 
PLANT ID QUIZ 

                     
 

 
Native to the North East, Hamamelis virginiana  or 
Witch Hazel, is the last woody plant to flower. The 
flowers which appear in October or November 
after foliage drop  have a light spicy fragrance. 
The plant is hardy to Zone 4.  
 

 
Some perennial’s seeds are as interesting 
as their flowers. Do you recognize these?   

       
 

 

mailto:nh26@cornell.edu
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Need Soil pH Testing? Need Lawn or Plant Diagnosis? 
Have any gardening questions? 

 
The Horticulture Hotline, (845) 677-5067 has closed for the year. Samples for identification or 
diagnosis can be submitted all year long. Visit our Horticulture Diagnostic Lab website for 
reliable resources and information on our services. 
 
HELP SPREAD THE DIRT! Please forward a copy to anyone you think might be interested. To 
be added or removed from our e-mail list, or submit upcoming gardening events, contact Nancy 
Halas at nh26@cornell.edu, www.ccedutchess.org.  
 
 

Happy Holidays 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Websites mentioned in Dutchess Dirt are provided as a courtesy to our readers. Mention of these websites does not imply 
endorsement by Cornell University, Cornell Cooperative Extension or by the author.  

 

  

 

Cornell Cooperative Extension Dutchess County provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

The programs provided by this agency are partially funded by monies received from the County of Dutchess 

http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/community-horticulture/horticulture-diagnostic-lab-hotline.php
mailto:nh26@cornell.edu
http://www.ccedutchess.org/

