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THROUGH THE HEDGEROW: 
THE GARDENS OF BUNNY WILLIAMS 
By Sue Grumet, Master Gardener Volunteer 

 
Beautiful, comfortable, practical – these words so aptly describe the interior design sensibilities 
of Bunny Williams and her namesake company.  Her interiors are always so stylishly down-to-
earth and accessible, yet exquisitely appointed and richly detailed.  After touring her gardens 
this spring, it is refreshing to see that the same principles that work so well in her business 
projects are present here in her garden design as well. 
 
Case in point: the Ionic columned Greek temple-style pool house which served as the starting 
point to our garden tour.  In less capable hands, a structure of this scale and splendor might be 
deemed a bit pretentious, possibly even over the top. But Ms. William’s playful rendition of this 
building is executed in a very tongue-in-cheek manner. Constructed almost entirely of tree 
trunks, tree bark, and pine cones, this lovely edifice serves as an extension of the woodland that 
surrounds it, bringing it down to a 
human scale. And lest you think this 
may be crudely done, rest assured 
that no less pains were taken with the 
construction of this building than 
might be administered to one made 
of marble.  Our tour guide, head 
gardener Eric Ruquist, explained to 
us how each white oak tree trunk 
column (procured from woods that 
were slated to be cut down for 
development) was carefully cut and 
wrapped in blankets so that the 
textured bark would be preserved in 
transport.  The frieze of this temple is constructed of split logs, and in the pediment are 
thousands of pinecones, each adding to the texture and whimsy of this lovely structure.   
 
But it is in the interior of this pool house that Bunny William’s signature style is most skillfully 
played out.  Front and center is a massive French limestone mantel, adorned with large outdoor 
lanterns and accessories that make this space feel incredibly grand. Potted ferns and textured 
tabletop succulents add an organic and outdoorsy mood.  Even the utilitarian changing room is 
furnished with an exquisite hand painted wallpaper mural and luxurious accessories – all 
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brought down-to-earth by the large weatherboard wainscoting. It is just this juxtaposition of 
elegant and rustic that makes this space feel so special, yet so comforting –that exemplifies the 
design philosophy of Bunny Williams. 
 
Outside past the pool, which is bordered by large limestone blocks, the woodland trail beckons.  
As one enters the forest the temperature drops and the sound of a waterfall is heard in the 
distance. Eric Ruquist explains that all the water features of this woodland garden were carefully 
constructed to look as if Mother Nature carved them out herself.  Here water spills down 
boulders and rocks to splash into a deep and green forest pool. A riot of primula and iris accent 
the perimeter of the pond, where they are joined by ferns, epimediums, hosta, trilliums, and 
hellebores. There are faux bois tables, chairs, and benches positioned throughout the trail to 
encourage wanderers to sit and enjoy the peaceful surroundings.  The observant traveler will 
also be rewarded with the sight of a lovely statue of the goddess Atlanta, who beckons through 
sprays of cimicifuga in the midst of all the greenery.  As one approaches the end of the forest, 
the path opens up into the light again, and as with all wonderful gardens, there is so much more 
to experience. 
 
We now enter the Parterre Garden, which is bordered on one side by the exquisite 
Conservatory/Party Barn.  Here boxwood borders frame beautiful specimens of Korean lilac, 
which are surrounded by bulbs in the spring (3500 of them all planted by Eric) that will morph 
into summer annuals once the bulbs have finished.  There are Italian rope-edged tiles that 
delineate each bed, as well as iron 
archways and terra cotta pots just waiting 
to be filled with beautiful specimens from 
the greenhouse. The back border opposite 
the Conservatory is highlighted by a rustic 
pergola that serves as a support for roses 
and clematis that will bloom later in the 
summer.  But oh - that Conservatory!  Try 
as you might to concentrate on the 
parterre garden, it just seems to beckon 
you to come in and visit! 
 
Eric explains that this Conservatory building was once a derelict old barn (1840’s) with a lean-to 
greenhouse along the length of the building.  The creation of this space owes its origins to 
Bunny’s chance encounter at an antiques store which just happened to have three beautifully 
arched conservatory windows outside.  As luck would have it, these windows turned out to have 
the same dimensions as the back of the greenhouse – and the rest is history!  This lovely 
renovation, inside and out, is a testament to the design prowess of Bunny Williams. 
 

Surrounded by windows with the addition of 
skylights above, the Conservatory is filled with 
sunlight.  There is a heating system under the 
tile and cement floors, and a large stone table 
anchors the space amid riots of plants.  Sweet 
jasmine climbs the walls, and ferns and exotics 
are everywhere.  This is where most of the 
family’s dinner parties take place, and when the 
room becomes too cold in the winter, guests 
retire into the adjoining party barn.  Here one will 
find a large fireplace with numerous seating 
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areas, - all cozy, elegant, and welcoming.  There is also a guest suite at the top of the stairs for 
anyone lucky enough to be a houseguest. 
 

Back outside is a ramble through arbors to the sunken 
garden, and as with many of the features of this estate, this 
one did not disappoint.  Eric explained that this area has 
gone through several transformations, and is now in the 
process of being renovated into boxwood framed borders 
filled with perennials.  
During our visit in early 
June, these borders 

were teeming with allium bulbs that were just starting to 
burst into bloom.  The effect looked like fireworks, and the 
purplish blue colors were stunning.  Here one will also find 
a serene koi pond, and through an arbor, a meadow filled 
with antique birdhouses. 
 
Two other standout features of this property are the Chicken Pavilion and the vegetable/flower 
garden and greenhouse.  Needless to say, Ms. William’s chickens live a very stylish life.  Their 

living quarters consist of two outer 
pavilions connected by an octagonal 
wire aviary in the middle – the perfect 
viewing place to see them in action.  
Across from the aviary is the 
greenhouse and gardens, and here is 
where all the growing for the table and 
vases takes place. There is an 
ambitious collection of fruits and 
vegetables here, and the cutting 
garden is coordinated in colors that 
match with the house’s interiors. 
 

A short climb up the hill brings us back through an orchard and into the pool house area, the 
place where our tour began.  It is hard to believe that this property is only twelve acres total, 
since it feels and reads as so much larger.  Tours of this wonderful estate, which should be on 
every serious gardener’s bucket list, are open to the public at certain times of the year.  As the 
honorary chairperson of Trade Secrets, Bunny Williams generously opens her garden for tours 
every spring during the Trade Secrets weekend.  This annual charity event takes place in mid-
May, and benefits Women’s Support Services (WSS), a non-profit which helps women in crisis 
in our area. This garden may also be viewed as part of the Garden Conservancy’s Open Days 
Program. 
 
For more information on these tour dates and the WSS charity, visit their websites at: 
www.tradesecretsct.com, and www.gardenconservancy.org/opendays. 

 
All photographs are courtesy of CCEDC Master Gardener volunteer Mark Sosnowitz 
 
Note: Photographs for June’s Through the Hedgerow article “Protecting our Fragile Road 
Warriors” were courtesy of and used with permission from NY DEC and L.Heady.  
 
 

http://www.tradesecretsct.com/
http://www.gardenconservancy.org/opendays
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GARDEN: LET’S GO MEDITERRANEAN 
By Anthula Natsoulas, Master Gardener Volunteer 

 
Mint is said to grow like a weed. This photo certainly gives truth to that statement.   My daughter 
put a couple of mint plants in the back of her house about 5 years ago and it has really spread.  
She has kept it in check by pulling out plants every year and cutting back but, as I explain 
below, there is a better way to control the growth.  Other herbs are planted nearby. 
 

 
 
There are many varieties of mint. There are peppermint and chocolate mint and orange, lemon 
and pineapple mint, among others. Mentha is a genus of plants in the family Lamiaceae. Each 
has a different look and its own unique scent. In the Greek kitchen, the variety of choice for 
culinary use is spearmint (Mentha spicata).  Explore your local nursery or catalogues for the 
different varieties that are available and try something new each year.   

Mint is perennial in the Hudson Valley and can grow to a height of 24 to 30 inches.  Mints are 
not terribly fussy.  They like moist, moderately fertile soil and can grow in partial shade as well 
as sun or part sun.  Mint plants purchased from a nursery and planted in the garden in spring or 
early summer assure that you will have the variety that you prefer.  Mint may be started from 
seed indoors eight to ten weeks before last frost but there is a lot of variability in seed. Cuttings 
or divisions are more predictable in flavor. Cuttings may be taken from established plants before 
the plants flower.  Established plants may also be divided in early spring.  The way that mint 
grows, there will be plenty to share among your friends. 

If you are going to plant mint in the ground, know that it will take over and spread.  If you want it 
in your herb garden, a good way to plant the mint so that it won’t choke out your other herbs is 
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in a large bucket buried in the ground. Be sure to include drainage holes in the bucket.  Outside 
the herb garden, plant a variegated low growing variety (maybe by burying small containers) to 
add fragrance and visual interest to plantings. Mints can also be planted alone in a pot placed 
outside a kitchen door where the leaves can be conveniently accessed for harvesting.  

Use fresh mint leaves to flavor lemonades, iced tea drinks or mint juleps, all favored summer 
drinks.  Dried mint is handy to have through the year.  Cut branches of the plant before it flowers 
and hang bunches of the cuttings upside down to dry.  Crush the leaves by rubbing them 
between your hands to produce fine particles that can be added to foods.  In the Greek cuisine, 
fresh as well as dried mint is added to meat and vegetable dishes.  One of my family’s treats is 
minted meatballs.  Mint is also used to flavor tzatziki or yogurt sauce that can be used as an 
appetizer dip or served with grilled vegetables or boiled beets.  Tzatziki is best known as a 
topping for gyro wraps.  

Tzatziki (Yogurt Cucumber Sauce) 
2 cups strained Greek yogurt 
3 cloves of garlic, crushed  
1 cup grated cucumber  
3 tblspn. olive oil 
1 tblspn. vinegar 
1 tsp dried mint 
salt to taste 
 
Put grated cucumber in a colander, sprinkle with salt 
and allow to drain for about 30 minutes.  Further drain 
excess liquid by squeezing the grated cucumber in a paper towel.  In a bowl, mix garlic with 
olive oil and vinegar.  Add yogurt slowly, stirring constantly until it is smooth and creamy.  Mix in 
salt.  Add the drained grated cucumber and mix.  To serve, sprinkle top with a little olive oil and 
the dried mint. 
 
(Adapted from the recipe in Cooking from Cyprus by Nearchos Nicolaou.) 

 
 

INVASIVE SPECIES: PLANTS THAT CAUSE HARM 
By Joyce d. Tomaselli, CCEDC Community Horticulture Educator 

 
July 6-12, 2014 is New York’s first Invasive Species Awareness Week.  
Activities throughout the state will promote knowledge and understanding 
of invasive species. The goal is to engage residents to help identify the 
presence of invasive species and stop their spread. Go to 
www.nyis.info/blog for more information.  

Many activities centered around invasive species are scheduled, 
including a hike at Cary Institute on Wednesday July 9, 5:30-7:30 pm. 
For more information and to register, click here.  

Invasive species are plants which have been introduced into our 
landscapes from other places, which then thrive in our environment and 
cause harm. The key points are non-native and cause harm. With 
plants, the usual harm is that native varieties are crowded out and the insects which depend on 
them are also negatively affected. Some plants however cause harm to animals and people too.  

http://www.nyis.info/blog
http://hudsonvalleywalk.eventbrite.com/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=suDu-F37xvHGEM&tbnid=wdmoiGc4KFEnOM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://simplefood4you.wordpress.com/2013/01/12/tzatziki/&ei=kV-1U7XJH8vlsASQm4CoBw&bvm=bv.70138588,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNFt0uworaWlplCluBNyPp2yrnp3iw&ust=1404481594575076
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When scouting for invasive species plants, correct identification is the first step: consider height, 
stem, and flower characteristics as well as bloom time. Once the plant is identified, effective 
management and control can be performed.   

Let’s use the example of plants which look like Queen Anne’s Lace, 
Daucus carota, (left) which has white flowers with a small dark red or 
purple center, feathery leaves, a hairy stem and starts to bloom late in 
June. It is neither harmful nor considered invasive in New York. Hand 
pulling and mowing are effective 
before seed set. 

Two weeks ago, Elderberry, 
Sambucus Canadensis, bushes 
(right) were in full bloom. It is a native 
plant and its fruit is quite yummy! No 
control is recommended.  

 A month ago, many Dutchess roadsides were lined with drifts of white 
flowers. Upon close inspection they were Wild Chervil, Anthriscus 
sylvestris,(left) which is an invasive species and spreads aggressively by 
seed. It blooms before Queen Anne’s Lace and has unique curved bracts 
at the base of each flower. It spreads by seed and root budding and has 
a deep tap root. It is very difficult to control. 

In a few weeks, Wild Parsnip, Anthriscus sylvestris, (below)  will bloom in 
Dutchess County. It has yellow blooms and although it is not considered 
invasive in New York, it can be very harmful to people. The juice of wild 
parsnip in contact with skin in the presence of sunlight can cause a rash 
and blistering and discoloration of the skin (phytophotodermatitis) similar 
to the rash caused by poison ivy.  

Wild Parsnip is biennial, producing a rosette of leaves close to the ground in its first year and a 
single flower stalk with a flat-topped umbel with clusters of yellow flowers in its second year, 
seldom exceeding 5 feet tall.  Wild parsnip stems are yellowish-green with vertical grooves 
running their length, and have compound pinnate leaves with 5 to 15 toothed and variably lobed 
yellowish-green leaves. 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://newfs.s3.amazonaws.com/taxon-images-1000s1000/Apiaceae/daucus-carota-fl-gmittelhauser-a.jpg&imgrefurl=https://gobotany.newenglandwild.org/species/daucus/carota/&h=1000&w=750&tbnid=_m7Ot1chbugIEM:&zoom=1&docid=j3LoGev4IiivuM&ei=Tmq1U7PAO_jIsAS3w4G4Bg&tbm=isch&ved=0CF4QMygiMCI&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=730&page=2&start=13&ndsp=26
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Great care should be taken to avoid skin contact with the toxic sap of the plant tissues by 
wearing gloves, sleeves, and long pants. Control is achieved by pulling or mowing the plants 
before seeds have set.  

Last to bloom, the nastiest plant is Giant Hogweed which is an invasive species and causes 
significant harm to people. If sap from the plant comes in contact with moist skin and the skin is 
then exposed to sunlight, severe burns, blistering, painful sores, and purplish or blackened 
scars can ensue. Yikes! Do not attempt to remove Giant Hogweed. If you see this plant, take 
photos and note the location and number of plants. Contact the New York State DEC at 
ghogweed@gw.dec.state.ny.us or call the Giant Hogweed hotline at 1-845-256-3111. 

                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The New York Invasive Species (NYIS) Information Website, www.nyis.info is an excellent 
source of invasive species information for New York State, and provides a detailed list of 
Invasiveness Assessment Scores and Ranks for 183 Nonnative Plant Species in NY.  

 
The iMap Invasives site www.iMapinvasives,org iMapInvasives provides an on-line, GIS-based 
data management system to assist citizen scientists and natural resource managers working to 
protect natural resources from the threat of invasive species. Visit both to learn more. 
 

 
Announcing Master Gardener Training 2014 

 
DO YOU….. Love gardening? Enjoy sharing what you know with 
others? Want to learn even more about gardening? 
Love to get your hands ‘dirty’? Have some extra time to volunteer? 
Enjoy laughing & having fun? Like visiting new and exciting places? 
Then we have just what you are looking for… 

 
Master Gardener volunteer training is held in 
EVEN numbered years, September through December. The next 
scheduled training will take place beginning September 5.  Applications 
are being accepted at this time. Click here for more information or call 
Nancy at 677-82223 Ext 115.  

 

mailto:ghogweed@gw.dec.state.ny.us
http://www.nyis.info/
http://nyis.info/pdf/NYS%20INVASIVE%20PLANT%20RANKS_March%202013.pdf
http://www.imapinvasives,org/
http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/master-gardener/training-information.php
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Thurs., July 10, 11:00-1:00, Summer Food Service Program Community Outreach Event at 
194 Tompkins Terrace, Beacon.  
Friday, July 11, 11:30-1:30, Summer Food Service Program Community Outreach Event at 
Pulaski Pool, 162 Washington St, Poughkeepsie.  
Hosted by CCEDC, Poughkeepsie City School District Food Service Department and Nutrition 
Advisory Committee of Dutchess County.many educational interactive stations at both events 
for youth and their families. Master Gardener volunteers will exhibit “How Does it Grow”.  
 
Saturday, July 12, 10 am, Stanfordville Free Library, 14 Creamery Road, Stanfordville, NY,  
“Black and White” by Master Gardener volunteer Donna Croshier. For more information visit 
www.stanfordlibrary.org 
 
Tuesday, July 15, 9 - 11 am, HANDS-in-the-DIRT  at The Beatrix Farrand Garden at Bellefield 
4097 Albany Post Road, Hyde Park, NY. Learn how to deadhead summer plants and maximize 
bloom! Email info@beatrixfarrandgardenhydepark.org to reserve a space. 
 
Thursday July 17, 6:00 - 8:00 pm  Composting for the Home and Community Gardener,  at 
Adriance  Library, 93 Market St, Poughkeepsie, NY.  As part of their workshop series on 
growing, preparing, and preserving food, the Poughkeepsie Farm Project invites you to learn 
how to compost. Cornell Cooperative Master Gardener volunteers will present a  hands-on 
workshop on the many ways to compost.  Contact: Reference Desk   (845) 485-3445 x3702   
adultevents@poklib.org   
 
Sunday, July 20, 1-4pm, Frederick W. Vanderbilt Garden Association Interpretive Tours, 
1-4pm, Vanderbilt Mansion National Historic Site on Route 9 in Hyde Park. Tours of the 
formal gardens (weather permitting) by volunteers discussing the history of the gardens and the 
mission of the Vanderbilt Garden Association to rehabilitate and maintain the plants, shrubs, 
trees, and statuary in the gardens as they were in the 1930’s just prior to Mr. Vanderbilt’s death. 
Discussion of current projects: renovation of the “Cherry Walk and replanting of the rose garden 
terraces. The 1875 Toolhouse building will also be open with Vanderbilt-era photographs. Free 
to the public. Visitors should park in the Visitor Center parking lot, and walk down the gravel 
path from the Mansion to the gardens. For further information, e-mail info@vanderbiltgarden.org 
or visit http://www.vanderbiltgarden.org or call 845-229-6432.  
 

Check out http://www.hvgardencalendar.com for more events 

 

 

 

 

 

www.stanfordlibrary.org
http://www.hvgardencalendar.com/
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PLANT ID QUIZ 

                                        
This prehistoric, perennial weed spreads by 
deep underground rhizomes. Equisetum 
arvense, or Field Horsetail is part of the 
ancient genus Equisetum, which was the 
dominant plant group during the 
Carboniferous age more than 230 million 
years ago. It is found around the world, and 
considered an invasive species in New York.  

This plant is blooming now, but is much 
more well known for its brilliant berries in 
autumn and winter. Do you know what it is?    

      
Need Soil pH Testing? Need Lawn or Plant Diagnosis? 

Have any gardening questions? 
 
The Horticulture Hotline, (845) 677-5067 will be open Wednesday 9-noon starting April 2. 
Samples for identification or diagnosis can be submitted all year long. Visit our Horticulture 
Diagnostic Lab website for reliable resources and information on our services. 

 

Learn more about CCEDC and its activities. Subscribe to our new monthly E-newsletter. Text 
CCEDC to 22828 to get started, or email Nina Doyle at nm62@cornell.edu    

 
HELP SPREAD THE DIRT! Please forward a copy to anyone you think might be interested. To 
be added or removed from our e-mail list, or submit upcoming gardening events, contact Nancy 
Halas at nh26@cornell.edu, www.ccedutchess.org.  
 
 

 
 
Websites mentioned in Dutchess Dirt are provided as a courtesy to our readers. Mention of these websites does not imply 
endorsement by Cornell University, Cornell Cooperative Extension or by the author.  
 

 

  

 

Cornell Cooperative Extension Dutchess County provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

The programs provided by this agency are partially funded by monies received from the County of Dutchess 

http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/community-horticulture/horticulture-diagnostic-lab-hotline.php
http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/community-horticulture/horticulture-diagnostic-lab-hotline.php
mailto:nm62@cornell.edu
mailto:nh26@cornell.edu
http://www.ccedutchess.org/

