
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Columbia and Greene Counties 
Agroforestry Resource Center, Acra 

Board Meeting 
Tuesday, August 7, 2018 

 
Present:  Nathan Chittenden, Sandra Gardner, Jane Miller, Glenda Berman, Ginger Benedict, James Story, Mike McCrary, 
Joseph Behn, Bruce Meyers, Bryan Frisbee, Bill Greer, Matt Luvera 
Absent:  Cathi Annese, Nicole Bliss, Linda Fix, Don MacCormack, Alicia McCagg, Emili Ponte, Brent Zimmerman, Art Bassin 
Staff:  Evon Antonio, Marilyn Wyman, Linda Tripp, Angela Tallarico 
 
Association Treasurer, Nate Chittenden, called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m. 

 
Approval of Board Agenda – Ginger Benedict moved to approve the agenda, Mike McCrary seconded.  Approved 
unanimously.   
 
Approval of July 10, 2018 meeting minutes 
Glenda asked about the reference in the minutes about monthly program reports to board.  Nate suggested it be addressed 
under new business.  Jane Miller moved to accept the minutes; Bruce Meyers seconded.  Approved unanimously.  
 
Standing Committee Reports 
 
Executive Committee (met 7/31)      Nate Chittenden, Treasurer 
 
Taste NY 
Evon Antonio explained that the scope of project had changed and Cornell Admin needed to get back to Ag and Markets asap 
as to whether our association was committed to overseeing the New Baltimore site.  Evon gave a brief overview.  Draft budget 
of $440K includes salaries, inventory, insurance and about $63K in overhead.  There are questions yet to be answered.   
 
Nate Chittenden spoke about Taste NY videoconference with Cornell staff at the Executive Committee meeting.   
 
At 7:20 p.m., Vicky Giarratano, Executive Director of Broome County and Sarah Dayton, Associate Director, Cornell 
Cooperative Extension, joined the meeting via videoconference.   

A lengthy discussion followed with many questions posed by the board.  At 8:05 the videoconference with Vicky and Sarah 
ended.  Discussion continued amongst the board.  (Sandra joined the meeting) 
 
Bruce Meyers moved that the board approve the project; Matt Luvera seconded.  Mike McCrary abstained.  Motion approved.    
Note: This motion was amended in the September 4, 2018 meeting minutes.   
 
Succession Planning 
Nate spoke about Mary Marsters’ (consultant and former CCE Ulster employee) visit with the Executive Committee.  Mary 
spoke about a project she worked on for CCE Ulster for a Succession Plan for their Executive Director replacement; funded 
through the Dyson Foundation.  The Executive Committee was impressed by the depth of the project and felt it warranted 
Mary speaking to the full board about it.  The board was open to Mary attending a future meeting.  

 

Finance and Human Resources Committee (no meeting)   Nate Chittenden, Chair/Evon Antonio 

June financial statements.   

Evon provided a brief overview.  Surplus is result of reduction of ED and natural resource program positions not filled yet and 
the receipt of a couple of unanticipated grants.  There was also an increase in the CRISP grant from $17K to $28K. 

James Story moved to accept the financial statements as presented; Mike McCrary seconded.  Approved unanimously. 

Facilities Committee (met 7/23)      Joe Behn, Chair 
Joe reported  – not a lot of decisions made.  Still waiting for some things to be resolved, i.e. cost of the oil leak.  We continue 
to wait for the paperwork to be completed by contractor for the Hudson meeting hall.  The consensus of the committee was 



to wait until meeting hall is complete and then any remaining funds can be used to offset the cost of parking lot repair in Acra.  
At that time, we can then consider other methods of financing.   
 

Fund Development Committee       Cathi Annese, Chair 
Angela Tallarico shared a list of the dinner sponsors and donors.  There is Food Truck event taking place in Catskill the same 
day.  Matt Luvera had looked into it on behalf of the association and reported that there should not be any issues with 
accessibility to the dinner venue.   

Nominating Committee (no meeting)      Jane Miller/James Story 

Jane recommended a nominating committee meeting.  Will follow up with Evon.  Nate suggested reaching out to non-board 
program committee members to see if there is any interest there in serving on the board.  

Program Advisory Committees 

Natural Resources, Sustainable Energy, & Climate Change     Virginia Benedict, Chair 
Marilyn Wyman reported that the committee meeting took place prior to the board meeting.  A report will be forthcoming.   
 
4-H Youth Development/Children, Youth, and Families     Jane Miller, Chair 
Jane reported that Maggie provided a fun activity with the committee at the last meeting.   Linda Tripp also advised the board 
that: 

• 90th anniversary celebration in 2019 of 4-H in both counties is in the works.  The committee is looking for alumni.  
• Billy Greer is coordinating the 4-H Milk bar at the fair again this year.    
• Terri Mayhew still needs volunteers for the potato booth/juice bar at the fair.  

Government Relations Updates 

Greene County Legislature       Matt Luvera, Legislator 

• Matt spoke about the community college budget as well as a transit system to the college, hospital and train station. 
• Hopefully, there will be some resolution on the jail. 
• Acquisition of property near Exit 21 has been completed.  Eager to see a hotel there. 
• Two movies being filmed in Catskill. 
• Sales tax doing well.   

 
New Business 

• Discussion on monthly reports from staff to board.  It was noted that the reports are not mandatory.  However, it is 
an opportunity for staff to include a report to the board in the packet.  

• Joe Behn’s daughter starts Cornell in a couple of weeks. 
• Sandra Gardner acknowledged Maggie Smith‘s fourth grade ag day - very positive.  Look at the Taconic Hills School 

Facebook page for photos. 
 
Executive Director’s Report - Evon Antonio 
Evon pointed out that many of the topics in his report were addressed during the meeting.  He spoke about a meeting with 
Cypress Creek Renewables.  They have eleven projects in various stages of approval in the Hudson Valley – one in Columbia 
and up to eight in Greene.  Committed to pollinator friendly plantings at their sites which they hope will have a positive impact 
on ag in the area.  They are already involved with Cornell on campus.  Evon is following up on the details, more to follow. 
 
Bruce Meyers moved to adjourn the meeting; Jane Miller seconded.  Approved unanimously.  Meeting adjourned 8:50 p.m. 

 
Minutes prepared by Angela Tallarico, Recording Secretary 


